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' AXEX. SMELLIi;, rKINIER TO Till: VKIVEBMTY. 



TO THE READER. 



The following brief notes and memoranda were 
taken on the spot, and generally in the midst of the 
scenes I have attempted to describe, having made a 
point of committing to paper, just as opportunity- 
offered — in the bar-room of a tavern — in a deserted 
log-house — on the stump of a tree — by the way-side, 
&c. — whatever occurred to me worthy of remark. 
From the mode of travelling I adopted, which 
brought me into familiar contact with the humbler 
grades of society, I flatter myself that I possessed 
peculiar opportunities of observing the manners and 
mode of life of that class of persons, which would 
necessarily be altogether unknown to the wealthier 
travellers whose works are in the hands of the 
public. 

I had long cherished the desire, with the view 
of bettering my condition, of emigrating to America ; 
and was ultimately induced to carry my wishes into 
effect from the flattering accounts given by Mr 
Stuart and other recent writers on the subject. It 
was my fortune to travel for a considerable way in 
the wake of the Writer above named — how far my 
experience agrees with his statements the succeed* 
ing pages will show. 

It is hardly necessary for me to say, that I make 
no pretensions to profundity of remark or the graces 
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of style, my principal object being to impress upon 
intending Emigrants the necessity of the utmost cau- 
tion in the degree of credit th^y may be disposed to 
give to statemefits advanced by certain writers, whose 
object is more to gratify their political predilections 
or personal interests, than to afford safe and practical 
inforniation on the subject of Emigration. A con- 
viction of this invariably flashes upon the mind of the 
newly-arrived Emigrant ; but alas ! it is then gene- 
rally too late. When he sees at his very first land- 
ing hundreds of deluded beings lying huddled to- 
gether on the streets of New York, Quebec, Mon- 
treal, or Toronto, in a state of wretchedness and des- 
titution which no language can describe, having ex- 
hausted, it may be, their last pitiful five shillings for 
the privilege of landing, then indeed he begins to feel 
his own infatuation, and execrates the whole tribe of 
skippers, land-speculators, decoy-ducks, and would-be 
liberals, whose selfishness and cupidity have involved 
him in the general calamity. 

Go forth,, my little Book, and face the over-fed 
and over-paid Octavos ! and tell what you saw and 
learnt. Your more ponderous neighbours may fall 
on you ajid crush you ; but dp your duty to your 
country fearlessly ! 

R. W. 

Edinburgh, 37, Lothian Slreei, 
January i83G. 
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THE VOYAGE. 



I HAD a brother who emigrated to Ainorica many- 
years ago. It was before I coukl remember any 
thing ; and I may say I never saw him. But I 
recollect he used to write home to my father, re- 
commending him to leave " poor Scotland,*" as he 
called it, for that the Lord had caiis?ed him to pros- 
per in a foreign hmd. He used to compare himself 
to Joseph the Israelite, who was sold by his breth- 
ren into Egypt ; for he had been entrapped, and in- 
dented to \^'ork several years for his passage, and he 
considered himself little better than a slave till his 
term was expired. He had, by the time he wroto 
this, made himself comfortable, and considered him- 
self of some standing in the place. He described 
how many acres of ground he had purchased, and 
that he had several orchards. He also specified the 
number of his horses, his steers, his cows, his sheep, 
his hogs, his geese, giving a happy picture of his 
comforts ; and concluding by strongly urging my 
father to come out, and bring his family along with 
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2 THE VOYAG^. 

liim. But my father had been abroad in his youth 
— had scon many foreign countries — had smelt gun- 
powder — had fought with the French, and, during 
a charge, had his body run through with a bayonet. 
He answered him by saying that, poor as Scotland 
"was, he had never seen a country like it, and he 
-would not leave it in his old age, but meant to have 
his bones laid along with those of his ancestors ; and 
that he would not advise any of his other sons to 
go out to him. My father was a lover of his 
country, and true to his King ; and I have been 
told he was the only King's-man in Cambusbarron 
during the time of the Friends of the People, though 
the village at that time contained ninety-two fami- 
lies. He said he hated the French, not, as Gold- 
smith says, because they wore wooden shoes, but 
because- he had fought against them, and had been 
nearly spitted by them. I might remark here 
that, during the dearth in this country, this rich 
brother never sent us any thing for all his boasting. 
My father and mother died, and so did my next 
eldest brother ; and the third was killed in Spain at 
the siege of Badajos. My rich brother ceased writ- 
ing home after these events, as I was personally un- 
known to him. I wrote to him often, but he took 
DO notice of my letters. He had been in several 
places, and I wrote to all of them, but still no an- 
swer. At last I received word from his widow that 
he was dead — that he had sold off his property some- 
time previous, intending to come home ; but he had 
taken the fever, and died in two days'* illness. I re- 
ceived in all three letters from her, when our cor- 
respondence was broken up ; nor was it again re- 
newed, although I sent many letters to her, paying 
the postage over seas. 

I have often fretted myself with the desire of 
going to America ; but my wife would never hear 
of it, although I read to her all the flattering ac- 
counts our travellers had written about it, from Birk- 
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beck downwards. She said we had plenty, and why- 
fret ourselves, since we could not insure our very 
existence one hour ? She did not covet wealth ; com- 
fort was what she wanted while she lived, and we 
had that ; economy and industry would procure 
plenty, even in poor Scotland ; " foreign fowls have 
" fair feathers,'' but our birds were as good as the 
American, and nothing would induce her to change ; 
she knew how she was, but she did not know how 
she would be in America, though she dreaded the 
worst. 

My wife died ; and as I had saved a little 
money, after reading Mr Stuart's Three Years in 
America, " the fever," as the Americans style emi- 
gration, again came over me. I submitted my ar- 
rangements to my family, and they were satisfied. 
My son was to carry on my business during my 
absence, while I myself was to proceed to America, 
in order that I might examine every thing with my 
own eyes, and, if I was likely to better my condi- 
tion, to remain — if not, to return. Having been at 
sea before, I knew that I should leave many com- 
forts behind me; but I would set my mind, and 
perhaps that of my family, for ever at rest on that 
subject. 

Having observed many advertisements of vessels 
lying at Greenock to sail for America on a certain 
day, some for Canada, and several for the United 
States, all of them, of course, having spacious ac- 
commodation for passengers and emigrants — good 
ships, seven feet between decks, fast sailers, good 
commander, some even so kind as to employ a sur- 
geon for the benefit of the emigrants — 1 got every 
thing prepared for the voyage, and left Edinburgh 
for Greenock the evening belbre some of the vessels 
sailed, intending to take my passage out in the best 
looking ship I could see. 

Next day I went on board several of the ships for 

a2 



4 THE VOYAGE. 

the purpose of reconnoitring. None of them had 
their top-gallant masts up, nor their sails bent ; and 
all of them had put off the day of sailing, some for 
six, and some for ten days. They seemingly had 
not even the crew on board, though many of the 
emigrants had already taken up their births. As I 
had no particular port to sail to, I did not take out 
my passage till I should observe some signs of the 
ship going to sea. The delay to which I was sub- 
jected was no doubt a mortification ; but it was of 
advantiige to the good people of Greenock, who reap 
a plentiful harvest on such occasions when numbers 
are emigrating; it is a sad drain, however, on the 
finances of the emigrant. The town seemed to be 
thronged with strangers ; the different lodging-houses 
-were quite full, and the terms high. Numbers of 
intending emigrants were continually pouring in ; 
and the shops M'ere croM'^ded with such as had to 
make purchases of sea-stores and other necessaries 
for the voyage. Along the different quays fire- 
grates were placed for the purpose of cooking the 
\'ictuals of the passengers, the ship being bound to 
furnish them with fuel from the time they take up 
their births. This is in most cases a necessary re- 
gulation ; at the same time, as no part of the dela)-, 
however unavoidable, can be attributed to the emi- 
grant, I would recommend him to stipulate for a 
penalty at the rate of so much for each day (weather 
permitting) the ship is detained beyond the period 
advertised.* 

Notwithstanding the number of strangers at this 
time in Greenock, it appeared to me to be a very 
quiet place. Here and there, indeed, a sailor might 
be met with, spinning a yam, and threading his way 
to port, or rather, 1 should say, beating to wind- 

• An American captain was lately prosecuted at Liverpool 
for delayinff after the advertised day of sailing ; and the court 
found him liable in one shilling per day to each of the emi- 
grants from the date when the vessel was advertised to sail. 
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ward ; yet no officious policeman came to interfere 
with him. Indeed I saw no patrol, either in or 
out of uniform, in the streets ; and I was told there 
is very little thieving notwithstanding. After ten 
o'clock at night, the town was always as quiet as an 
insulated country village. 

After a teazing interval of ten days (the sailing of 
the vessels being put off from day to day till a pro- 
per cargo was got, or a sufficient number of emi- 
grants had arrived) I observed the seamen bending 
on the sails of the John Dennison, bound for New 
York. I immediately paid my passage, and took up 
my birth on board. The delays that occurred, 
though expensive, were after all of some advantage 
to the emigrant, as well as to the good people of 
Greenock ; for he was by this means enabled to as- 
certain what necessaries he would really require for 
the voyage, both implements to cook his provisions, 
and vessels to hold water, the latter being only served 
out once a day. Our ship's company now seemed 
all alive and bustling. I had all my stores in readi- 
ness, not forgetting pens, ink, and paper, as I had re- 
solved from the beginning to keep a daily journal of 
any occurrences I might think of importance. 

Meanwhile, the seamen were busy putting the 
ship in trim. Some of the emigrants might be seen 
gazing on the nimble sailors running up the shrouds, 
creeping along the stays, and lying out on the yard- 
arms. Some were still lingering on the shore, to 
drink a farewell glass with their friends ; and others 
were making merry on board, at the near prospect 
of leaving Britain and its oppressions, their griefs 
and sorrows behind them, and entering upon a land 
where sighing and sorrowing, want and misery, 
were believed to be unknown. I must confess that, 
even from the very first, my courage began to fail, 
as I reflected on the fact, that some of our plausi- 
ble writers had come back and left that land of li- 
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berty and plenty, of which they had boasted so 
much, and had returned to the laud of starvation 
and taxation, thus giving the lie to their own words. 
July 11. 1833. — 8 o'clock a. m. A wai'p was sent 
out and made fast to a buoy in the stream. It \ras 
stretched along the deck, and manned by the sea- 
men. The captain, whose name was M'Kissock, 
desired some of the passengers to lend a hand to as- 
sist the seamen ; and, accordingly, many of the emi- 
grants were put on the wai'p. When every thing 
was got ready, a sailor sung the following words, or 
something like them, to a lively air, and keeping 
time to the music, as they all pulled : 

Pull away^ mj hearty boys — pull away so cheerily, 
She moves along, my boys — pull away so heartily ! 
We are for America ; the wind is whistling cheerily, 
Then bouse away together,^ boys, and see you do it merrily I 

The cheerfulness of the song revived the spirits 
of the emigrants ; and all of them were filled more or 
less with joyful anticipations of the country they were 
about to visit. When the ship was brought into the 
current, the foresail was set, and the warp cast oft* 
from the buoy ; and M^e moved a little further out. 
The quay was crowded witli spectators, who cheered 
us as we moved along, to which we cordially respon- 
ded. The day was fine, and the spectacle must 
have been imposing. We clewed up the foresail, 
and came to anchor. 

I observed that at the time we sailed many of our 
passengers had been left on shore. They had been 
making some further provisions for the voyage, 
and, notwithstanding all the delays that had occur- 
red, had been taken by surprise at the last. Some 
wore running with trusses of straw to lie on, some 
^vitll crockerv, and some with old butter casks to 
liold water in. Tliey had to employ watermen to 
bring them and their luggage on boai*d, which oc- 
casioned pother drain on the finances of the emi- 
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grant, who began to find his little stock of money 
gradually melting away. I heard one man when he 
came on board express himself thus : " Thank 
" God ! this is the last farthing I shall spend in 
" poor Scotland,^' arid consoled himself and other 
unfortunates with the happiness awaiting them in 
the country of their adoption. 

About two, p. M. a steamer came out to us, and 
we weighed anchor. She towed us down to the 
anchorage called the Tail of the Bank. She then 
left us, and we again dropped anchor. Several more 
})assengers came on board here,, also some officera in 
search of runaway bankrupts ; one was taken, ar-d 
with his luggage handed into the boat. It was 
suspected that others were along with us ; but after | 

a very strict search, neither they nor their luggage 
>rere to be found, and the officers left us seemingly \ 

disappointed. 

July 12. — At three o'clock, a. m. All hands 
were ordered up to weigh the anchor ; the morning 
was clear, and the wind fair. The windlass Ment 
cheerily round with the assistance of the emigrants, 
who lent a willing hand. The words " Yo heave 
'' ho !'' were sung cheerily by one of the seamen at 
the bar. The sails were loosened and sheeted home, 
and the halyards manned, the emigrants giving 
every assistance they could. Tlie yards were then 
hoisted up, a seaman singing, in order to keep the 
hands all pulling together, words something like the ^ 

following — 'i 

4 

SaUy is a pretty girl — Sing Sally-ho, J 

Sail she is fond of me — Sing SaUy-ho ! 

We are for America, so cheerily we'll go ; 

Then pull away strongly, boys, and sing Sally -ho ! 

The yards M'ere braced round to catch the wind, 
accompanied by songs of various metres, according 
to the length of the pull and the number pulling. 
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The ship being now under sail, the passengers were 
in an ecstasy. I remarked a decided difference in 
the manner of the captain within the last twenty- 
four hours. He was elevated in his own estimation 
fer above us emigrants, not deigning even to favour 
us with a look, while the day before he was as 
frank as may be. He walked the quarter-deck with 
a prouder step than I ever saw done by a British 
Admiral. The ropes being coiled away, and the 
decks cleared, all the emigrants were ordered up to 
be mustered. A seaman was stationed on each of 
the tops to see if there were no skulkers aloft ; the 
ladders were unshipped, and the hatches put on. 
The first mate, and some of the owners and seamen, 
went below with lights, and overhauled every birth 
and package, the hold, and the steerage, to see if 
any one was concealed there. The examination 
must have been very minute, as a considerable time 
was spent in this manner below. The captain and 
some of the seamen stood at the capstan, watching 
us as if we were a flock of sheep. The party who 
had been overhauling below now made their appear- 
ance, and took their stations around the after-hatch- 
way. The captain held the muster-roll in his hand ; 
the scuttle-hatch was shoved back, and the first 
name on the list was called. We had each to pro- 
duce our tickets on our names being called, or pay 
our passage-money, otherwise we should have been 
sent ashore. The first person called was scrupulously 
examined by one of the owners, the captain, and 
mate ; he had paid his money, and he descended 
through the scuttle-hatch. The rest were all ex- 
amined in the same way, and, every thing being 
found right, were in like manner sent below. The 
decks being now cleared, the men stationed round 
the hatch took care that no one should come up. 
The upper works, and the boats on the booms, the 
chains, and the head of the ship, were next scrupu- 
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lously examined ; and we had to wait below in the 
dark till the owners and the captain were convinced 
that the name of every person on board appeared on 
the muster-roll. The hatches were at last taken off, 
and the ladders shipt ; and we were permitted to 
come on deck. We mustered one hundred and six- 
teen passengers in the steerage, men, women, and 
children ; besides six cabin passengers, and one in 
the second cabin. The fare for the cabin was fifteen 
guineas, for the second cabin six guineas, and for the 
steerage from four pounds to two pounds ten shil- 
lings, children being rated at half price. The diffe- 
rence of the feres in the steerage created a very un- 
pleasant sensation among those who had paid the 
full sum of four pounds. But these murmurs soon 
died away ; Greenock was waxing dim in the dis- 
tance, and New York, the best port in America, 
rising to the warm imagination in all the dazzling 
splendour depicted by some of our modern travellers, 
skippers, and land-speculators. 
' When a little below Dunoon, the wind veered 
right against us. The river being narrow, we had 
to tack often. This put the passengers to some con- 
fusion. AVe were not long sailing in one direction. 
The pilot would sing out, " Ready about ship/' and 
the seamen would return answer, " Ay, ay, Sir,**' — 
again he would sing out, '^ All ready," and would 
be answered with " All ready. Sir." The pilot then 
cried out, " Helms-a-lee," as the ship turned, the 
seamen and emigrants holding on by the braces 
and sheets. The pilot again sang out, " Main- 
'^ top-sail haul ! let go the tacks and sheets ! pull 
" away !" When the ship rounded as fer as to fill 
the after-sails, the pilot would sing out " Let go 
" the lee-fore-braces ; brace round the fore-yards ; 
" haul aft the lee-sheets ; pull down the tacks ; haul 
" out the bowlings !" The sheets were hauled aft 
to songs of various metres, to cause the men pull 
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together, and the bowlings were hauled out by three 
short pulls, to words such as these, " We will chuck 
" — Sally under — the chin ;'' and sometimes to 
*^ One — ^two— three — belay.'' About 11, a. m. the 
wind died away, and we drifted with the tide. A 
cabin-passenger called Marjoribanks, and the ship's 
doctor, (for the John Dennison carried a sur- 
geon — he got his passage free, to have the use of 
his name, and a useless being he was, though he 
reckoned himself a gentleman), went up the mizzen 
shrouds, upon which the captain gave the mate a 
hint, and went into the cabin, and the mate made a 
sign to one of the sailors, who commimicated it to 
some of the others. Immediately two of them went 
up the starboard side, to come down the cat-harpings, 
having a Ian-yard each to lash the hands of the de- 
linquents to the rigging. Two others went up the 
larboard side, and having some spun yarn in their 
hands, proceeded in a minute to seize hold of the 
ancles of the astonished landsmen, and lashed them 
to the shrouds. Ere they could recover from their 
surprise, the other two sailors came down on them ; 
and, before they were aware, their wrists were also 
made fast to the shrouds. This raised a hearty 
laugh from the other passengers at the expence of 
the adventurous doctor and his associate. The mate 
told them that, having gone aloft without permission, 
and having run the risk of falling overboard with- 
out being observed, they must either pay a fine of a 
bottle of rum each, to be given to the seamen, or re- 
main there for one hour. They agreed to the for- 
mer alternative, and were immediately unlashed, 
and brought safe on deck. At 2, p. m. wind rose, 
but against us ; we had to beat down, making little 
progress. 

July 13. — 8, A. M. Blowing fresh, and against 
us ; ship making little progress ; many of the pas- 
sengers sick ; a considerable swell on the sea. We 
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were all ordered on deck to be again mustered. 
The ladders were again unshipped, and the hatches 
put on. The first mate and several seamen went 
below with lights to examine anew if any person 
had crept out of his hiding place, as the officers^ 
search was over. This examination was even more 
minute than the former, if I might judge from the 
time spent upon it. We were again huddled toge- 
ther on deck ; but our condition was more miser- 
able than during the former muster, as a great many 
of the passengers were sick, and the ship was pitch- 
ing at such a rate as made it no easy matter to 
stand. After some time, the mate and his party 
returned from their search, and reported that no 
one was below. The cabin and the forecastle next 
underwent a similar scrutiny. Two persons were 
reported as having paid their passage, but as not hav- 
ing answered to their names at the former muster. 
One of them had been taken out by the officers, but 
the other was not to be found. The captain again 
held the muster-roll in his hand, standing at the cap- 
stan, the mate and some of the seamen standing 
round the after-hatch as before, when the scuttle or 
storm-hatch was shoved back, and we were all or- 
dered below as formerly. When every name was 
found correct, the upper-works were again rigidly 
examined, but no fraudulent person found. The 
seamen next were subjected to the same ordeal, and 
every thing found correct. We were little better 
below on this occasion than the prisoners in the 
Black Hole of Calcutta, from the ship rolling so 
much, and the passengers retching ; and we had to 
remain a long time in the dark. The hatches were 
once more taken off; the ladders were shipt ; and we 
had liberty to come on deck. A boat came along- 
side with a passenger, who proved to be the person 
amissing at the muster. 

The passengers now formed into messes, and the 
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important business of cooking commenced. Frying- 
pans and tea-kettles were in great request ; and it 
required some patience and long watching to get the 
use of the fire. Some having had their stomachs 
completely emptied, set about replenishing them with 
great industry. At about 6 p. m. the owners and 
the pilot left us ; we passed the Cloch light-house. 

July 14. — At 8 A. M. we were becalmed near 
Ailsa Craig. The captain selected a number of the 
passengers to act as committee-men, and directed a 
written paper to be posted on the fore and after- 
hatchway, stating that none of the passengers were to 
speak to the captain on any occasion, but to com- 
municate their wishes through a committee-man, 
M'hose fee was to be a glass of rum. The names of 
the committee were affixed to this paper ; and regu- 
lations for the steerage passengers were also posted 
up on the two hatches — such as, that no smokin«" 
was to be allowed between decks, no lights to be al- 
lowed, unless first asked of the committee-man, who 
was to apply to the captain, and lanthorns only to 
be used between decks; the steerage-grate to be 
cleaned every morning before six bells, or seven 
o''clock, and sufficient coals for the day taken up by 
the steerage passengers ; with a great number of et 
ceteras. Any infringement of the above rules was 
to be punished with a fine, or such other punish- 
ment as the captain thought fit. The captain was 
now absolute dictator and. arbiter; and I have no 
doubt but he had the will, as well as the opportu- 
nity, of doing what he pleased.* We lay like a 

• The foUowing unwarrantable abuse of authority, on the 
part of the captain of an emigrant-ship, occun-ed when I was 
in America. One of the steerage passengers, thinking himself 
ill-used, applied to the captain for redress. The captain, con- 
sidering himself far above listening to him, peremptorily order- 
ed him to be sUent, else he would put him in irons for his in- 
solence. The passenger dared him to trj it, when the captain 
instantly sent the mate below for the irons, and ordered him 
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log here for eight hours, drifting very near the rock, 
the water smooth as glass. We had ample oppor- 
tunity of examining that stupendous object, as we 
neairly sailed round it. It seemed quite barren ; but 
I was told there are many wild goats upon it, and 
thatj the rock being so steep, they are ill to be got at, 
else they would soon be extirpated. A person pays 
a heavy yearly rent for the privilege of obtaining the 
feathers of the sea fowl that frequent it. It is 
rarely visited except by fishermen during a storm. 
Our anchors were taken in upon deck from the 
bows, and secured on the fore-castle, the seamen 
ehaunting a slow tune to keep time, when bousing 
on the tackle fall ; and the cables were stowed away 
below. Water changed this day to green. At about 
five p. M. a breeze sprung up, but against us. It 
was resolved that we should take the North Chan- 
nel. 

July 16. — At 8 A. M. we were beating off the 
north coast of Ireland ; the wind against us ; the 
ship rolling heavily ; the sea very rough ; most of 
the passengers sea-sick. The rolling of the ship sent 
the luggage, which had not been properly secured, 
a-wandering over the steerage, where, coming in 
contact with the passengers, it occasioned severe 
bruises and contusions. Seamen were sent below 

B 

and the seamen to put the passenger in them. He resisted as 
much as he could, but was thrown down, some of the seamen 
holding his arms, the mate sitting on his belly, and the captain 
himself putting on the irons. The other passengers did not in- 
terfere. By the struggles he made, and the cruel usage he re* 
ceived, his body became ruptured, and he was very ill during 
the remainder of the voyage. As soon as he landed, he lodged 
a complaint with the American authorities, who were not 
slow in giving him some redress. The captain was fined in one 
hundred dollars damages, besides expences, and the mate fifty ; 
to be paid immediate^, else the sum to be levied from the 
ship. 
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to stow away in the hold what luggage could be 
spared, and to secure properly what was left on 
deck. 

July 16. — 8 A. M. Wind had lulled consider- 
ably ; many of the passengers greatly recovered from 
sea- sickness. The person who came on board near 
the Cloch light-house had been a master baker in 
Glasgow, and was running away. He had pre- 
viously sent his luggage on board, and also taken 
out his passage under a fictitious name ; and it was 
well for him he had used that precaution, as the 
vessel had been overhauled on his account at the 
Tail of the Bank, as formerly described. We have 
several other bankrupts on board ; one of them a 
runaway farmer, who acts as a committee-man. He 
constantly hovers about the quarter-deck, and seems 
to despise us steerage passengers, and in return is 
despised by the captain and the cabin-passengers. 
We have a surgeon too, who studied at Edinburgh 
College, and was previously acquainted with me ; a 
weaver from Bannockburn ; and a deserter from the 
army. As the wind lulled to a dead calm, about 4 p. m. 
it was proposed by the master baker that we should 
get up a dance. All hands or feet that were able 
seemed to relish the proposal. My acquaintance the 
surgeon could play the fiddle well, and also take his 
glass of grog. The captain having given his con- 
sent, a gallon of rum was purchased from the ship's 
steward ; and at six p. m. the quarter-deck being 
cleared^ the surgeon playing the fiddle, and the 
master baker acting as master of the ceremonies, 
the dance and merriment were kept up with great 
spirit till four-bells, or ten p. m. Many more bot- 
tles besides the gallon were drunk. 

July 17. — Blowing a stiff breeze, but against us. 
AVe were now off Bloody Foreland, on the north 
coast of Ireland. The captain, knowing the quality 
of his ship, did not spare his canvas. He knew that 



THE VOYAGE. 15 

the Skene, a fast sailing ship, was also bound for 
New York ; and it was to be a struggle who should 
arrive first. We saw her leave Greenock, and again 
at Ailsa Craig. She had taken the South Channel. 
This day we had our jib-boom carried awaj\ We 
were beating, but making by the log* seven and a 
half knots per hour. The ship was rolling and 
lurching heavily, the spray often breaking over us ; 
the day cold, but clear. The passengers were all 
very sick ; at every lurch the ship gave, smash went 
some of the crockery, betokening some one''s loss. 
The barrels and chests again broke from their hish- 
ings. Some that contained potatoes were upset, and 
the chests, boxes, and barrels^ acting on the potatoes 
as if they were so many rollers, at everj'' lurch tlie 
ship gave they wandered from side to side. Many 
of the passengers were unable to keep their feet 
from sickness, the steerage, besides, being wet and 
slippery. To view this commotion among the lug- 
lage, the passenger being seated in an upper birth 
and in safety, was very amusing ; but those who 
suiFered in their persons or luggage would no 
doubt take another view of the matter. Many of 
the chests were damaged and broken ; tea-kettles 
squeezed flat ; many shins broken ; potatoes smash- 
ed, and what was whole so mixed, that nobody 
could tell their own, which caused many alterca- 
tions. The seamen were again sent below to secure 
the luggage, which was not accomplished without 
danger. 

July 18. — 8 A. M. Blowing hard and against 
us ; the sea throwing out " white sheep ;" the spray 
breaking over us incessantly. Our captain was nei- 

b2 

• The log is used at the end of every watch, to keep the 
ship's reckoning ; but, when the wind varies, it is taken seve- 
ral times during the watch. 
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ther sparing of his masts nor his canvas. At ahout 
10 A. M. the foresail was rent in several places ; it 
was clewed up and taken down. The wind increas- 
ing", two reefs were taken in on the fore and main- 
topsails, and the yards were hoisted up ; the top- 
gallant and the royal yards were brought down on 
deck, and secured. The foresail M'as unbent from 
the yard, and another sent up and bent on, and a 
reef taken in and set. Continuing to blow fresher, 
the mizzen was brailed up, and the mainsail furled. 
The passengers still very sick. At about 11 a. m. 
our daily allowance of water was served out, con- 
sisting of a single gallon each. A sea broke over 
the ship, which made her heel over ; the chests 
again broke loose ; the water, both foul and clean, 
was upset ; the steerage very filthy and slippery ; 
few could stand without a hold of something. A 
passenger named Moon had a fall, and his head, 
coming in contact with a pot, was shockingly cut. 
The ship'^s surgeon was sent for to dress the wound, 
but he was sick, and could hardly either stand or 
sit from the pitching of the vessel. A wave struck 
her while he was holding the man^s head between 
his knees in the act of cutting, or attempting to 
cut, the hair from the wound, in order to apply a 
plaster, and he was pitched off the chest on which 
he was sitting between the steps of the after-lad- 
der. He was himself cut and bruised, and bled 
profusely, and was carried into the cabin, where 
some one had to dress him. The ship'^s surgeon be- 
ing thus disabled, the first mate, so soon as he had 
an opportunity of leaving the deck, came below, 
cut the hair from around the wound, and dressed it. 
Both he and the captain were very attentive to Mr 
Moon. There has been very little cooking going 
on these two days. Our master baker, who is a 
broth of a boy for mirth, and our fiddling doctor, 
have not been seen moving above board these two 
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days. We are going at the rate of ten knots an 
hour. 

July 19. — 8 A. M. Still blowing fresh ; ship rolling 
much. It was now my turn to assist in bringing up 
a sufficient supply of coals for the passengers, to clean 
out the steerage grate, throw the ashes overboard, 
and kindle the fire. All this has to be done before 
the decks are washed. Cooking then commences, 
and the fire is usually constantly occupied with cook- 
ing utensils till about 9 o''clock, p. m. Some of 
our passengers are beginning to recover from their 
sickness, and, as many of their stomachs have been 
properly emptied, they seem to be taking good care 
to replenish. They have thrown a good deal of 
ballast over board during this short gale, and seem 
to be laying in a fresh supply for another storm. 
One of the committee-men got himself into a scrape 
this day by making a frivolous complaint against 
one of the passengers. The dignity of their office 
is rather a disadvantage to them, as the other pas- 
sengers constantly make them their butt. At about 
2 o^clock, p. M. the wind veered round in our fa- 
vour, and the ship was laid to her course; the 
reefe were shaken out of the sails, the top-gallant 
and royal yards sent aloft, and the sails set ; pretty 
stiff breeze ; ship making ten knots per hour ; water 
changed to blue, indicating no soundings. 

July 20. — 8 o'*clock, a. m. Breeze steady ; ship 
going nine knots an hour ; weather clear, but cold. 
At 9 o'clock, A. M. the bedding was ordered on 
deck to be aired. The sick and wounded were also 
brought up. Seamen were sent below to wasli, 
scrub, and swab the steerage, to clean out the 
births, shift and clean and secure the luggage, and 
make a general overhauling and cleaning. Indeed 
there was great need for all this, as the smell was 
sickening. The bedding and blankets were accord- 

b3 
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ingly well shaken ; some tied them to the stays 
and shrouds, and one unlucky wight not having 
tied his blanket firm enough, it was blown over 
board to leeward. He was scolded by his wife for 
his carelessness, and laughed at by the rest of the 
passengers. I introduced myself to the master 
baker, and found him a verj' intelligent man, but 
rather Quixotic in many of his ideas. I asked him 
what motive he had in leaving his country, and 
going to America. He said, necessity ; for that all 
the master bakers had failed within these two years 
in Glasgow, with the exception of three ; that 
every master baker within the same period had 
failed in Paisley. The landlords by the corn-laws 
had so manoeuvred for their own interest, that they 
had almost ruined both the farmer and the baker. 
The farmer had to pay a high rent for his land, 
and if his crop failed, he was generally ruined; 
the baker, again, had to pay him high prices 
and ready money, and to retail on credit. If the 
person he served with bread became sick, or fell 
out of work, the baker could not see his customer 
starving, and was necessitated to give him credit. 
Therefore, wages being low, it was very seldom he 
got payment of the arrears, while it generally hap- 
pened that the current account also had to be ad- 
ded as a sinking fund of loss to the baker. It was 
his opinion that Scotland was fast going to ruin ; 
both our talent and capital were fast leaving us. 
" You have read,^ said he, exultingly, *^ what 
" Birkbeck, and Howison, and Mr Stuart of Dun- 
*'• earn, have written about America. The last 
<' mentioned writer is a true-hearted and an ho- 
*^ nest man, and a real lover of liberty. It is a 
curse in Britain for parents to have a numerous 
family, but it is a blessing to have them in Ame- 
" rica. There," said he,* pointing to Mr Moon, 
" is a person who, with his M'ife.and eleven children. 
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" some of them groTm up men and women, have 
" been forced to leave the country before any little 
" money they had formerly saved was spent ; and 
** I am sure they will prosper in Amw'ica.* I have,^ 
continued he, ** another reason for going thither. 
" I was walking lately in Mr ■''s inclosures, 

* While in America, I made it a practice, wherever I 
went>, to enquire if any persons from Scotland resided in the 
neighbourhood, how long they had been out, what sort of 
characters they bore, and if they were happy and doing 
well. Accordingly, in the end of November, when I was 
about three hundred miles from New York, I learned that 
a family of this name had arrived before the &11. [ call- 
ed at their residence, a miserable log-house, and found they 
were indeed my old fellow-passengers. Mrs Moon was seated 
before a miserable fire burning in a hearth such as is commonw 
ly used in the country. I observed many a chink between 
the stones of which the chimney was built, and also between 
the logs. Her hands were resting on her knees, and I could 
easily perceive that I was an unwelcome visitor. The fUrni- 
ture of the house was most wretched, and she was miserably 
dressed in coarse worsted stuff. WTiat a contrast did I be- 
hold, in such a short time, between her present situation and 
that of the highly accom]:>lished, cheerful, intelligent, and 
well dressed lady, I had so lately known her to be ! She 
seemed completely broken down in her spirits. A daughter^ 
who had never recovered from sea sickness, was dead ; and 
the rest of the family had all taken the fever of the place, 
and were now dispersed in various directions. Her husband 
had purchased land before seeing it, at the rate of three dol- 
lars per acre, but the soil proved to be completely useless. 
She told me she did not even know where some of her family 
were ; they could get no work to do, and had to leave their 
parents in search of subsistence. Her husband had paid about 
lorty-five pounds for their passage out,, and it had cost him fifty 
pounds more before they got settled. They were now complete- 
ly ruined. I told her I was about to leave the country, and ex- 
pected to be home in time to keep my New Vear. She made 
. no reply, but shook her head. I saw she was in a declining 
state, and was not likely to be much longer for this world. 
Her husband was from home when I made this visit. — Our 
flowery travellers never drew a picture like this ; but such a 
sight became familiar to me in the course, of my travels, and 
so must it have been to them. They however were filling 
their pockets by gulling the people at home, and therefore had 
not the honesty to take any notice of such scenes. 
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\ " but on the foot-path. Another person was with 

" me, and he had a loaded gun on his shoulder. A 
" hare having started before us, he fired, and killed 
*/ it, and put it into his great-coat pocket. The 
c. " game-keeper, hearing the report of the gun, came 

" up to us, and discovered the hare in my com- 
panion''s pocket, and challenged him for it. Un- 
luckily he knew me, though my friend was a 
** stranger to him. Accordingly I received a sum- 
*' mons to attend the court at Paisley. Thinking 
" the law could not touch me, (for I foolishly ex- 
" pected it would require to be proved that I had 
*^ killed the hare) I stated the case to a lawyer, and 
** he agreed in, opinion with me, and promised to 
" defend me. I appeared in court, and my coun- 
** sel was there also ; but he never spoke a word in 
" my favour. I was fined twenty-five pounds ; and 
" my lawyer had the impudence to send in a loDg 
" account against me, which made the shot amount 
" to above forty pounds, though I had no hand in 
" the matter. I was unable to pay this sum ; so I 
" collected as much money as I could, and here I 
am. I shall not be obliged to fly from America 
for shooting hares or any other kind of game.* 
" I have two excellent fowling pieces with me, and 
** will have rare sport. There is no aristocracy to 
'^ make game and other obnoxious laws in that 
" happy and free country. — And what may be your 
" motives for quitting Scotland,'' he inquired at me. • 
I said, " Just to see if our travellers have given 
" a true report regarding America, and to stay or 
return as I may think proper.*"* '* I am certain 
you will not return,'' was his reply. 
July 21. — 8, A. M. Wind in our favour, but 

^■^ • America is miserably deficient in game, conseqiientlj 
there can hardly be such a thing as game-laws ; but it is a 
line of 25 dollars to kill a deer* 
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little of it ; ship going three knots an hour ; day 
cold and clear ; studding sails set. Numerous par- 
ties busy playing cards at the rate of one penny 
per game, which was spent in rum. Many were 
overhauling their provisions ; some seemed to have 
laid in as much as would have siifficed for a six- 
months cruize ; some ate voraciously, cooking fresh 
supplies of victuals continually. Our jib-boom was 
spliced and fixed, and the jib bent on and set. The 
master baker went round all the passengers to 
gather money for another dance, and to purchase 
rum for the dancers. He was very successful. The 
wind being moderate, the dance commenced at 
seven, p. m., the master baker taking charge of the 
rum, and giving a glass occasionally to those that 
joined in the dance. Such as did not dance got 
none. I observed that he saw well to himself and 
his party. The surgeon, who still acted as musi- 
cian, was not stinted in his allowance. The master 
baker spurred on the dancers by shouting and hal- 
looing. It was kept up with great spirit till four 
bells, first watch, i. e. 10 o^clock, p. m. 

July 22. — 8, A. M. Cold and foggy ; could not 
see a mile from the ship ; going by the log two and 
a-half knots per hour ; passengers playing cards for 
rum; the master baker very noisy. The captain 
will draw a great deal of money for the drink he 
supplies. At about three, p. m., it became piercing 
cold, so that the passengers could not keep on deck. 

July 23. — 8, A. M. Foggy, and so dense that we 
could not see the flying-jib boom-end. About 2, 
p. M. it began to blow a stiff breeze, when the sky 
cleared ; studding sails and top-gallant and royal 
sails were taken in. At 4, p. m. ship going six 
knots per hour; passengers formed into groupes play- 
ing cards, drinking, and singing ; very cheerful. 

July 24. — 8 A. M. Blowing fresh, but rather 
against us ; ship close-hauled, going six knots an 
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hour ; weather cold and hazy ; vapour so thick, 
that it descended from the rigging and the leaches 
of the sails in large drops, so that it was disagree- 
able to remain on deck. At 2, p. m. it cleared a 
little ; and a number of us came on deck to breathe 
the air, and watch the commotion of the sea, which 
ever and anon cast up '* white sheep,'" as seamen 
term the froth thrown up by the surge. It is a 
lands-man's idea to say that the waves rise moun- 
tains high, which leads many to suppose that the 
waves roll and follow each other in succession, as 
they do when expending their strength on the beach. 
The sea in a storm presents no such appearance, but 
it is not easy to define it ; and it is impossible to 
paint it so as to please a seaman. It may be com- 
pared to tea cups reversed. One rises and bubbles 
up in froth ; in a moment it is gone, and is succeed- 
ed by another, which in like manner disappears in- 
stantaneously. The spray is seen at times rising 
from a thousand of these eminences, which rise and 
fall as quick as thought. A number of passengers 
were standing on the weather-gangway and quarter- 
deck, admiring the sight, and watching the sea- 
fowl called the stormy petrel, as it rose up on a 
pinnacle, and again seemed to sink into a gulf, though 
in perfect security and at its ease. A lady neatly 
dressed in white, and a gentleman, were standing 
beside the companion. I happened to be on the 
forecastle, which was raised. A sea, one of the above 
mentioned undulating cups or surges, rose at the 
weather fore-chains, and broke over the ship ; many 
of the passengers were rolled along with the waves 
into the lee-scuppers. The lady and gentleman were 
both upset, and they rolled to leeward along witli 
the rest. The lady got a complete ducking ; her 
dress was completely deranged, and she was carried 
into the cabin. Even the captain was taken by sur- 
prise on this occasion ; be staggered to leeward, but 
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caught hold of a rope, and saved himself from fall- 
ing. He got his share of the wetting, however. 
This cleared the deck of idlers for the present. A 
cask with young onions for the use of the cahia 
passengers had been taken up to the main-top, and 
lashed there, that they might keep fresher, and be 
in greater security. Down it came with a terrible 
smash on the quarter-deck ; and had any person 
been beneath, he would have certainly been killed. 
The onions rolled over-board, to the great mortifica- 
tion of those for whom they were provided. Many 
of the passengers again took the sea-sickness, whicn 
made it disagreeable to remain below in the steer- 
age. 

July 25. — 8 A. M. Blowing fresh, but more in 
our favour; ship going six knots an hour; the 
weather clear, and the sun warm. At 9 a. m. the 
bedding and the sick and wounded, or bruised, and 
the lazy, were all ordered up to be aired. We have 
both men and women among us who seem to lie in 
bed continually. Seamen were sent below to clean 
and wash the steerage. A whale Mew within a 
mile of the ship ; and we observed it turn its ponde- 
rous body in the water. 

July 26. — 8 A. M. Wind in our favour, but lull- 
ed nearly to a calm ; studding-sails set ; ship going 
two knots an hour, and rolling heavily. Were 
amused by observing so many porpoises, some rising 
to breathe close under our side. Many of our pas- 
sengers now brought out their guns to have a shot 
at them. From the number of muskets on board we 
should have had no occasion to be afraid of pirates. 
They had been brought to shoot the wWA geese and 
turkies that some of our travellers in America de- 
scribe so fluentl)', as well as the game that they 
tell us is so plentifuL The first mate said to me, in 
a conversation regarding this latter subject, " What 
" fools these are ! There is no »^lf.f»p in the world 
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" where game is so scarce as in America. They 
^' will find it hard enough to get food and employ- 
" ment. Money they will not easily procure. It 
" is a poor miserahle country. All idea of hunting 
^^ and fishing will be soon out of their minds when 
" they come to see the reality." I cannot say 
whether our riflemen killed or wounded many, but 
at any rate much powder was spent. The second 
mate harpooned one of these porpoises, and brought 
it on board, to the wonder and amusement of many 
of the passengers. As our ship rolled much, some 
men were sent into the hold to shift the cargo. The 
master baker gathered a contribution among the 
passengers to purchase rum, and to get up anofiier 
dance in the evening ; the captain contributed half 
a gallon. The dancing commenced at seven, and 
was kept up with great spirit till ten ; the master 
baker always acting as master of ceremonies and 
steward. He had reserved some of the rum when 
all was over, and he and his party continued drink- 
ing, singing, and huzzaing all night, to the annoy- 
ance of such as were sick as well as those who 
wished to go to sleep. 

July 27. — 8 A. M. Studding-sails taken down. It 
began to blow fresh, and the top-gallant and royal sails 
were taken in ; a reef taken in on the fore, the main, 
and the mizzen top-sails; ship going close-hauled 
six knots an hour. We saw a ship to windward. 
She made signals to us, but our captain did not 
understand them, and we had no signals on board, 
but we hoisted our ensign. This is the first sail we 
have seen since we left the Clyde. 

July 28. — 8 A. M. Wind moderate, but against 
us ; ship rolling much. At 10 a. m. saw a ship 
bearing down on us ; she came under our stem, and 
hove-to. She proved to be the Eliza of London, 
and bound for that port ; had been out fifteen days 
from St Jobn'^s, Nova Scotia. Compared reckonings 
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with her, and found ourselves in latitude 4fJ^ 39' ; 
longitude 35" 2(y. Our captain desired her to re- 
port us all well when she arrived. The master 
baker collected money again to have a dance, which 
commenced as usual at seven, and continued till 
ten p. M. 

July 29. — 8 A. M. Blowing a. stiff breeze, and 
in our favour ; ship going six knots an hour ; sea 
rough ; ship rolling much ; weather cold and cloudy. 
At about twelve o'clock noon our day's allowance of 
water had been newly served out. A number of 
passengers who messed together kept their**s in a 
barrel open at the end ; it stood' in mid-ships, and 
had not been properly secured. The rolling of the 
ship caused it to wander from its place. A woman, 
who had been confined fo bed for three days with sea 
sickness, occupied a low birth nearly opposite. The 
barrel, as if it had happened designedly, shifted to- 
wards her birth, and had nearly reached it, when 
the ship gave a heavy lurch, and upset the barrel, 
and nearly the whole contents fell upon her. She 
sprang' out of her birth in a twinkling, not at all re- 
lishing such a shower-bath. It was lucky for her that 
the water was clean, for her bed and blankets, as 
well as her own person, got a complete soaking. 
The laugh resounded at her expence when she made 
her appearance wringing her wet clothes. A carpet- 
weaver from Bannockburn, formerly alluded to, 
who was bound for Baltimore, was sitting in high 
good humour dangling his feet over the birth he oc- 
cupied ; it was a high one, and opposite to mine. 
He was replenishing his snuff-box from a chrys- 
tal bottle (he seemed to have laid in a good store 
for a long voyage, and . had it neatly packed and 
well secured), and making merry at the poor wo- 
man's plight, when the ship gave another lurch, 
and he was pitched^ bottle and all, into midships 

C 
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under the fore-ladder. The hottle was smashed In 
a thousand pieces, the precious snufF scattered ail 
over the wet deck, and he himself left sprawling 
under the steps of the fore-ladder, with considerahle 
contusions. His late mirth was now changed to 
lamentation, and the laugh was retorted upon him. 
Even the woman forgot her mischance in beholding 
the rueful countenance of the carpet-weaver, and 
laughed as loud and long as any of us. Indeed, every 
misfortune that befel any one in our ship was a source 
of amusement to the rest. Should you get a fall 
such as Mr Moon did, or even fracture your scull, 
it occasions a hearty laugh. Should a sea break 
over the ship, and lay you sprawling among the wa- 
ter in the lee-scuppers, or even if you were washed 
overboard, it creates a laugh. Should you slip a 
foot on the ladder, which is usually slippery, with 
such a thing as a boiling kettle in your hand, and 
get your person scalded, or an arm or a leg broken ; 
or if you are in the act of cooking your victuals 
while the ship is pitching, and the kettles on the 
fire are upset, and the contents poured upon you^ 
all the sympathy that you meet with is a hearty 
laugh at your expence. Every one bound for Ame- 
rica laughs at his comrade^s misfortunes, let them be 
ever so serious ; for he is assured there is neither 
sighing nor sorrowing there. At about 4 p. m. the 
wind lulled to a calm ; studding sails were set. The 
master baker mustered his forces for the dance, 
which continued till 10 p. m. ; much rum was 
drunk ; the master baker spurring the dances on, 
and very noisy. 

July 30. — 8 A. M. Wind light, but in our fa- 
vour ; studding-sails set ; ship going four knots an 
hour. A cooper, who was going to Illinois with 
his family, and whose birth was next to mine, had 
laid in a great store of eggs packed up in a box with 
salt, in order to preserve them ; he intended to 
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have eggs and bacon for his dinner this day, and 
set about opening the box. To his great disappoint- 
ment, however, he found that all of them were bro- 
ken^ and formed by their admixture with the salt a 
strong cement. They were entirely useless, and 
had to be thrown overboard. This was a mortif}'- 
ing circumstance to him, but he was only laughed 
at. The master-baker and his party have been en- 
gaged all day playing cards, singing, aud drinking. 
At about 6 p. M. I met him on deck, and asked if he 
was to get up a dance this night, as the weather wa£i 
calm. He said, ** I do not think it, for I cannot 
^^ get as much money contributed as will purchase & 
<^ sufficient quantity of rum to keep the spirits of the 
" dancers up." At T v. m. I met the surgeon, the 
master-baker'^s boon companion, on deck. He had 
two bottles of rum in his pocket, which he had ju^ 
purchased from the steward. I said, ^^ You have 
** had a merry day, doctor.*" He said " Not very. 
<^ I have gained four bottles of rum from the master- 
^^ baker, which a few of us have drunk together, 
** and he has gained theses two from me. Will you 
^^ come below and take a share ?^ I declined the 
offer. The party continued drinking, singing, laugh- 
ing, and hallooing till past midnight, to the great an- 
noyance of the rest. 

Atigusi 1. — 8 A. M. Blowing fresh, and in our 
favour ; studding-sails taken down ; top-gallant and 
royal-sails taken in ; sea rough ; rain falling in tor- 
rents ; weather cold. A vessel passed us, but at a 
considerable distance; she had her main-top-mast 
carried away, and seemed otherwise disabled. 

August 2. — 8 a. m. A dead calm ; sea like gla^s, 
not a ripple on the water, only a heaving motion to 
show there was life in it. The studding-sails were 
set, but they hung perpendicularly with their own 
iveight, and, as the ship rolled,, mapped idly against 
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the masts. We lay like a log, the rudder having no 
control over us. It not only rained, but poured 
the whole day. We must now be in the Gulf Stream, 
from the quantity of wreck and sea-weed lying 
around us. The nautiluses (or Portuguese men-of- 
war, as our seamen call them) seem busy amusing 
themselves, and enjoying the rain. 

August 3. — 8 a. m. Still becalmed ; sun warm ; 
day clear and fair ; seamen busy tightening the back- 
stays, as our masts under the canvas sometimes 
used to bend like twigs of willow. A general over- 
hauling took place this day among the passengers'* 
provisions ; much loaf-bread, cakes, and biscuit, 
were found to be mouldy and not eatable, and were 
cast over-board, also a considerable quantity of beef 
and mutton. The captain, in order to indulge the 
cabin passengers, hoisted out the jolly-boat, that they 
might enjoy a- shooting excursion, and I was per- 
mitted to join them. Each of us had guns to shoot 
the stormy petrels, or Molfcher-CareyVchickens, as 
the seamen call them, and the sea-gulls. Though 
they were very numerous, they had never come 
near enough to the ship to be within shot of our 
riflemen, who were always on the watch for an op- 
portunity of practising, believing that they should 
have such excellent sport in America shooting wild 
turkies. We pulled around the ship to a good dis- 
tance for four hours and upwards, and fifty rounds 
at least were fired, but only two petrels and a gull 
killed and wounded. When we returned on board, 
I perceived a large nautilus floating by our boat, 
and having dipt a pannikin in the ^^ater, and captur- 
ed him, I drew him up on board ; I then put him 
into a bucket of water t© show my wondering fellow- 
passengers how he poised himself with his cables 
hanging down. A boy came forward and touched 
him before I was aware, as I knew these animals 
when touched eject a fluid that raises the skin into 
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blisters, and is very painful for a long time. The 
boy cried bitterly, and having rubbed his face with 
his hands, it also blistered. His father came to his 
assistance, making a mighty fiiss, and, seizing hold of 
the nautilus, chucked it overboard, in which action 
he got both his hands properly blistered. The 
master baker and his squad have had a complete 
day^s drinking and singing ; and the evening is to 
conclude with a dance. We have now been be- 
calmed for forty-one hours. At 9 p« m. a breese 
sprung up ; the studding-sails were taken down ; 
the dance broke up ; wind in our favour. At 10 
p. M. ship going six knots per hour. 

Augttst 4.-8 A. M. A stiff breeze, and in our 
favour ; ship going six knots an hour. We observed 
a large shark in our wake, and attempted to bait 
him with a piece of beef ; but he seemed aware of 
our intentions, and refused the tempting morsel. 
Several pieces more were chucked overboard, with- 
out hook or line ; but he allowed them to pass, 
holding on his way in our wake, neither looking to 
the right side nor the left. The passengers are now 
busy putting their fishing-tackle in order, as the 
captain has promised, when we come opposite the 
Banks of Newfoundland, to lay the ship to for a few 
hours, to give us some amusement in fishing cod. 
We saw several dolphins sporting in the sun, and 
pursuing the flying. fish. Some of them having come 
close to the ship^s side, the second mate took hid 
leister and line, and, descending into the fore^chains, 
sent the leister deep into the body of one that had 
come within his reach. It was hauled on deck ; and 
we observed, as its life ebbed, that the colour of its 
body instantaneously changed into every variety of 
beautiful hues. It was about seven feet from the 
tip of the snout to the tail, and about two feet iii 
circumference at the thickest part. The captain, 
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finding the master baker and hut party such gooS 
customers^ proposed to raisQ the price, of his rum 
twopence per gill ; but upon it^ being represented to 
him that a resolution had been entered into to pur- 
chase no moi?e from him unless the old price was 
restored, he was compdled to yield to their de- 
mands. This affair being settled^ the master baker 
and his party re-comm^iced 4riqking and hallooing, 
seemingly resolved to make up their lee-way for the 
time they had lost in the negotiation. The captain, 
in order to bury the transaction in oblivion, directed 
the master baker to get up a dance in the evening, 
and he would contribute a gallon of rum to the en- 
tertainment ; which was .accordingly done. There 
were two parties dancing at a time, one on the star- 
board, and the other on the larboard side of the 
quarter-deck. The master baker seemed to surpass 
himself on this occasion ; holding a gallon measure 
full of grog in one hand, and a pannikin in the other, 
he continued cheering them on with his voice and 
gestures, and from time to time revived their flag- 
ging spirits by an application to the gallan measure. 
Our captain will certainly make a good sum of money 
from the quantity of rum he sells. 

August 5. — 8 a. m. Dead calm; ship lying like 
a log; sails flapping against the masts; the sun 
shining bright and warm ; sea a beautiful blue, and 
clear, and the water milk-warm ; much wreck lying 
around us. At 12 noon a breeze sprung up; our 
main-top-gallant-sail was split in several places ; our 
royals and top-gallant-sails were taken in. As it 
continued to blow fresher, we reefed our top-sails, and 
the top-gallant-yards and royals were taken down on 
deck and secured. At 4 p. m. it blew a gale, the 
«hip pitching and. rolling violently; going 8 J knots 
an hour ; many of /our passengers again took the sea- 
sickness ; the master baker and his party very quiet. 
At 6 p. M. it came on a drizzling rain, and so foggy 
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that one could not see a furlong from the ship ; wea- 
ther very cold, shewing us a sample of the climate on 
the Banks of Newfoundland. (We were now on the 
Bank.) 

August 6. — 8 a. m. Blowing fresh ; ship going 8 J 
knots an hour ; weather cold and foggy. At 12 
o'^clock noon the ship was hove-to, and the deep-sea 
lead tried, and soundings found in 180 fathoms ; we 
again made sail. At 2 p. m. the lead again tried, 
soundings in 130 fathoms ; tried again at 4^ sound- 
ings found in 30 fathoms. The captain gave orders 
to bait the lines, and he would lay the ship to at 
5 p. M. All hands were now busy fixing on the 
hooks, and baiting them; this was a cheerful r^ 
creation. The fishing now commenced ; some were 
very successful, others caught nothing. Then came 
on the process of frying, in which the women assist- 
ed. The fish may be said to have been broiled alive. 
We all messed together, each sharing freely with 
his companions ; every one happy, the master baker 
glorious. The fog was so dense and full of vapour 
that it dissolved on us in large drops of rain ; we 
could not see a mile from the ship ; sea very rough ; 
ship rolling much ; the weather extremely cold. It 
began to blow very fresh, and in our favour ; our 
sails were filled, and the ship laid to her course ; at 
about seven p. m. ship going nine knots an hour. 

August 7. — 8 A. M. Blowing fresh and in our 
favour ; ship going nine knots an hour ; weather 
cold and foggy ; we could not see a furlong from 
the ship ; much sea-weed floating past us. 12 noon, 
no observation for these two days ; ship rolling 
much ; many of the passengers again sick ; decks 
^vet with the fog. 

August 8. — 8 a. m. Blowing a gale ; our fore- 
sail was split in several places ; we lowered our top- 
sail-yards and close-reefed them, and brailed up our 
spanker ; the foresail was quickly unbent from the 
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jrard, another wae sent up and bait on ; we were 
dose-hauled, the spray breaking continually over 
U9, sometimes as high as the fore-yard. At 12 noon, 
foggy ; no sun ; ship rolling and pitching much ; 
many of our passengers sick ; disagreeable to be on 
deck, but worse to be below. 

August 9,-^8 A, u. Blowing hard, and against us; 
sea rough ; day foggy and cold, but the water warm ; 
wreck and sea-weed in great quantities ; ship going 
four knots an hour. A swallow was seen skimming 
round our ship, and occasionally perching on the 
yard-arms or stays ; it had lost its way, and ap- 
peared inclined to have confidence in man ; it seemed 
to have folt its own destitute and helpless condi- 
tion, and even alighted on our boats in midships, 
approaching nearer and nearer to us. We watched 
its motions without disturbing^ it, reflecting that 
some of us were perhaps wandering as far out of 
our way, and in a short time might be equally help- 
less. Despair and want humble the proudest heart 
in a short time. Crumbs were thrown to the little 
desolate wanderer, but it did not take any ; its life 
seemed drawing to a close, as I must confess its 
disregard for us showed that hope was extinguished. 
When I saw the poor little wanderer fall from the 
cross-jack yard-arm into the sea, I felt extremely sor- 
ry, as I had some forebodings that its fate was 
emblematic of what mine might probably be. 

August 10. — 8 A. M. Wind lulled nearly to a 
calm ; studding-sails set ; weather clear, and the 
sun warm. The captain ordered an empty pun- 
cheon to be hoisted on deck, and the end to be 
driven out, that the passengers might fill it with 
water, and enjoy the luxury of bathing. The wa- 
ter being very warm, it was indeed a great luxury, 
and men and women availed themselves of it with 
as much zest as if they were so many ducks. There 
is little ceremony in such matters on board an emi- 
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grant ship. At four p. m. the wind rose ; studding^ 
sails taken in ; again we were close-hauled. 

August 11. — 8 A. M. Blowing a stiff breeze, but 
rather against us; ship close-hauled ; weather dull, 
and much rain. At nine a. m. otir main-top-gallant- 
sail was split in several pieces ; it was taken down, 
and another sent up and bent on. Our captain seemed 
to know both his ship and his spars, and was not 
afraid to put them to the test ; sometimes they used 
to bend like a willow twig. We have a constant 
succession of sheets of lightning ; passengers could 
not rctonain long on deck for the wet ; some were 
formed into groupes telling stories, and singing songs. 
The master baker and his party were playing cards, 
drinking, and huzzaing. We have a tailor among 
us who is dull of hearing ; he is making money by 
mending clothes, and seems to know how to make 
charges. We have also a watch-maker from Bath- 
gate, who seems to. have studied the climate we are 
in, for the main-springs of most of our watches have 
given way from the heat, and he replaces them with 
a new one, at the rate of five shillings each. These 
tradesmen are making money, while the others are 
only spending. 

August 12. — 8 a. m. Wind moderate ; ship go* 
ing four knots an hour ; day clear ; the sun warm ; 
the water-puncheon in continaal requisition for bath- 
ing both by men and women. We saw a ship ris- 
ing in our wake, which neared us at a rapid rate ; 
by 12 noon, she was alongside of us. She was a 
brig, and had only her fore and main top-sails set, 
but close-reefed ; we had our top-sails and our fore- 
sails and mizzens set, and close-reefed. Both*of us 
were close-hauled, and the spray was breaking in- 
cessantly over both. The brig had as much canvas 
as she was able to carry, and so had we ; but she 
out-sailed us. She came up under our lee-counter, 
and her captain hailed us through his speaking-trum* 
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pet, but we eould not msdse out what he said, nor 
could he hear ouk captain with Im trumpet, as the 
wind was blowing so loudn A board was there- 
fcure lield up on each ship, and fir^ the name of the 
ship was marked on them, tb^i.the port we sailed 
from^'next where we were, bound to, how long we 
had been out, and the la^itudse and longitude in 
which we supposed ourselyes to be. The brig we 
found to be the William^ Tell of New York, baund 
for that port from Barbary ; had been out eighteen 
days from Gibraltar. The difference between our 
reckonings was nearly five degrees longitude ; odt 
instrumeskt was a chroncmieter, theirs only a com- 
mon wateh-^so.we concluded that oujr reekoning was 
the B3ore correct (me. The brig was eesied away, 
and she soon shot arhead, but being allowed to flat- 
ter in the wind, we again overtook her, and pasead 
her. When she had dropped a considerable distanee 
asten), we observed the crew hauling on the bowl- 
ings, when we immediately did the same, and kjsplt 
the helm hard up. She gained on us fast, however :; 
but just as she came up to us, her jib-boom came 
under our lee-counter, and asain her sails were al- 
lowed to shake in the wind, and she once moce 
dropped astern* A third time she made sail, and 
was soon up with us ; but this time her jib-boom 
was in a line with our weather-counter, both vessels 
being dose-hauled and laid as near the wind as pos- 
sible. Had she weathered us so far, and got along- 
side, and then run foul of us, she would have had 
the worst of it, as ours was a new and a powerful 
ship, and the sea was very rough. Seeing his at- 
tempt to weather us was hopeless, the captain eased 
her away, and as he came up with us, and close 
under our lee, his main-mast being abreast of our 
fore-chains, he again hailed us, saying that he 
would inform the citizens of New York that we 
were coming with a live cargo. Our captain re- 
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plied, "Do so ; and be mxre you inform them how 
" you hare ireatbered us.'^ Away she shot a^-head, 
the sea breaking constantly over her ; and kiB9.be- 
fore sun-down her masts were sunk below our 
horizon. Many flying-fish were seen trimming- a 
little above the waves, closely pursued, I have no 
doubt, by their mortal enemy the dolphin. One of 
them in passing over the ship fell on deck, and was 
anxiously examined by the passengers. The seamen 
were put to holystone the deck, and as they rubbed, 
one of them sung a song, rubbing and keeping time. 
Others were sent to scrape and paint the masts, 
Uaeken the yards, and tar the rigging before coming 
into port, in compliance with the quarantine laws. 

"^August 13. — 8 a. m. Blowing fresh ; ship go- 
ing five knots an hour, close-hauled. We had a 
young woman on board, a daughter of Mr Moon 
formerly mentioned ; she had never recovered the 
sea sickness, and was supposed to be dying. A 
large cfcark had been notioed following ns for several 
days, and waei seen for some time imder our counter. 
It is said that these animals sme]! disease in a ship, 
and follow it to prey on the dead. This feHow, 
however, was out of his reckoning, for he was baited 
and brought on board. . Being a dangerous customer, 
a block was fastened to the main-shrouds, and he was 
hoisted up ; part of his tail, however, lay on the 
deck, and he kept flapping it about at a fearful 
rate. One stroke of it would have cut a man in 
two. Our carpenter approached him with an axe, 
And cut off a piece of his tail, which threw him into 
convulsions which were quite frightful ; but being 
deprived of his tail he was not so dangerous. He 
soon died after this ; and we had then an opportu- 
nity of examining his mouth and gullet at our lei- 
sure. 

Auffuat 14. — 8 A. II. Blowing fresh; diip mak- 
ing five knots per faour^ ch>se4iBu]ed, «nd roUiBg 
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much. This being Sunday, a general cleaning took 
place. About 11 a. m. a great number of us were 
standing on the weather-gangwajr, and along the 
quarter-deck, holding on by the gunwales or any 
thing else that suited the purpose, looking at the 
commotion of the sea, as it rose up in pinnacles, 
which dissolved as fast as they were formed, leav- 
ing deep troughs where they fell. The master 
badker and the musical surgeon were laughing and 
holding forth at a great rate, when suddenly we 
shipt a sea from the fore-chains to the companion, 
and both of them, along with several others, men 
and women, were driven over the hen-coops under 
the boats in midships ; others roUed to leeward, and 
lay weltering like drowning rats among the water 
in the scuppers. Fortunately for me, I happened 
to be standing holding on by the windlass, and did 
not participate in the general disaster. The ladies 
having been released from their embarrassing situa« 
tion, stood shaking their feathers like so many geese» 
and made a hasty retreat, amidst a general roar of 
laughter, the master baker, though himself a prin.. 
cipal suflFerer, joining heartily in the mirth. His 
merriment, however, was rather premature, for just 
at this moment we shipt another sea, which sent him 
into his old quarters. Another shout of laughter 
accompanied his disaster ; but he considered it too 
much of a good thing to be drenched at this rate, and 
made a hasty retreat, in order that, having been tho- 
roughly soaked on the outside, his inside might share 
the advantage by being properly saturated with rum. 
August 15. — 8 a. m. Wind veered round in our 
favour ; ship going free, making eight knots per 
hour ; it had rained heavily all night, and was still 
very wet. At 10, a. m. it cleared up, and the sun 
shone with dazzling splendour. Notices were posted 
up on the fore and after-hatchways, stating that the 
captain was to muster the passeiigers at 2^ r. m.. 
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when every person, young and old, must pay him 
five shillings each, being the charge for hospital- 
tnoney exacted by the American government from 
every person who lands on their shores. The notice 
stated that it was hoped no demur would be made 
to this demand, as the laws were so strict that the 
ship would not be permitted to come into port till 
the sum was paid. This was a damper to us all. 
My ticket bore that for the sum of three, pounds ten 
8hilling3 I was to: be landed at New York; many 
of the other tickets were worded in the same man- 
ner. Mr Moon had taken out a passage for himself 
and family, amounting to thirteen persons, from an 
appointed agent, who gave him a receipt for the 
money, and a letter stating that they were to be 
landed^ at New York free of any further demand. 
We wfire yet five hundred miles from it by our reck- 
oning. Considering it an imposition, we resolved to 
resist this demands and) without the intervention of 
the committee-man, a number of us went in a body 
to the captain to remonstrate. We produced our 
tickets and letters, and stated that if such a sum 
wa$ really exigible, it ought to have been explicitly 
mentioned before-hand, and this not having been 
ioiLei and our passage being guarranteed in our tick- 
ets>.that he and not we ought to pay the fee. I added 
for myself, that I would pay the sum when I reached 
New York, if I f(mnd upon inquiry that I had no 
other alternative. The captain got into a mighty 
passion, and swore that he did not care a d — n 
for either ticket, or letter, or receipt ; that this was 
a specific charge, and had nothing to do with the 
passage money ; that he had to pay for himself and 
his crew every time he came to New York, were 
they only to stop for a few days ; that the new 
bom babe was not exempted, nor even those who 
might be on the point of death ; that an officer 
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would come on board for the money before we en- 
tered the port, which must be in readiness for him. 
Turning to me, he said angrily, " Sir, you will find 
there is no mistake with the Americans ;— -and, to 
end this dispute, if any of you refuse to pay when 
I call over the muster roll, I will put the ship 
about, and give you another month's sailing to cure 
you of your obstinacy.''* 

After this rebuff, we retired to debate the point 
among ourselves. Most of them seemed inclined to 
yield ; even Mr Moon, who would be the principal 
suflferer, offering no opposition on account of the 
illness of his daughter. I alone stood resolute in 
my resistance, in which I was joined by a female 
passenger. I was hard pressed to yield the pointy 
but in vain ; I had only gold, and would not 
change it for any such purpose. At length th« 
carpet-weaver, who was sick-tired of the voyage,, 
agreed to advance the money for me, and I msBie 
no farther opposition.-f The female passenger alone 
stood out to the last, and when the money came to 
be collected, refused point blank to pay, allc^wing^ 
that she had paid £4i for her passage, while others 
had only paid £2* 10s. The captain wa« very 
angry, and said he would detain her luggage forihe^ 
amount. Seeing he had lost our esteem, about si^ 
p. M. he sent for the master baker, and gave him a 
tumbler, bidding him get up a dance at night, as the 
ship was going steady, and promising to give two 

• I learned when in New York, that the Corporation charges 
one dollar for every passenger, old or young, in the steerage, 
and a doUar and a-half for every cabin passenger, towards uie 
expenses of the hospital. In this way they collect above ten 
thousand pounds a-year from shipping and emigrants. Our 
captain charged us one and a-quarter dollar each, by which 
he pocketed nearly six pounds sterling. 

•j- What would our countrymen even in this taxed country- 
think if they were subjected to such an impost in sailing i9 
London or Dublin, or any other port in the kingdom ? 
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gallons of rum. The master baker was delighted, 
and soon forgot the loss of his five shillings. He 
mustered his forces, and at seven, p. m. the dance 
was begun, and carried on with great spirit as usual. 
In distributing the grog, I observed him give one 
of his companions a bottle to be set aside for their 
own party, when all was over. 

August 16. — 8 a. m. Ship going free under a 
heavy press of canvas, with a stiff breeze, making 
nine knots an hour ; seamen holystoning the decks ; 
the master baker and his party playing cards and 
drinking. Our anchors were unlashed and hung over 
the bows, our cables were hauled up and bent on, our 
windlass cleared, and the cable stretched along the 
deck. 

Attguat 17*—^ A. M. Ship going free ; a stiff and 
a steady breeze ; going nine knots an hour. Our 
captain never spared either jnasts, yards, or his can- 
vass, when weather permitted. He was always 
attentive to our comfort, and indulged us in every 
amus^nent, and had our bedding ordered up from 
below every week to be aired, and caused the sea- 
men clean the steerage once a week. He was very 
attentive to Mr Moon^s sick daughter. I noticed- 
some straw along with the usual wreck passing the 
ship, also an empty flour barrel. Water changed 
to green, indicating soundings ; ship laid-to, and the 
deep-sea lead thrown, and soundings found in two 
hundred fathoms. 

August 18. — 8 a. m. Wind had veered against 
us; ship close-hauled, going five knots an hour. 
The captain offered a bottle of rum to the first who 
should discover land. The master baker and his 
party now gave up card-playing, and every one was 
eagerly employed in looking out for land. The 
ship was again laid to the wind, the deep-sea lead 
tried) and soundings found in forty-six fiithoms. 

d2 
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August 19. — 8 A. M. Ship close-hauJi?d, gomg fiy^ 
knots per hour; sea rough.; a stiff br^e,; our 
main-top-gallaut-sail was split in <§§vefiJ;px^c^8 ; it 
was unbent, and another seiit up.. At, twelve noc^ 
the lead tried, and soundings found in twenty-pne 
fathoms. At two p. m. land was descried .on oi|r 
starboard and weather bow, and the discpverer, p^ 
of the crew, claimed and received the reward of ^, 
bottle of rum. Three hearty cheers were giv^ 
at the sight of the land of liberty and equa^ijty. 
The master baker and his party procured a gallon 
of rum, and immediately set about giving it a Hig^ 
land welcome. It turned out to be Long Islan 
belonging to the State of New York, and separat 
from Connecticut by a strait which extends its ^^xpjlift 
length, about 140 miles. We now eased the sbijf 
off, and sailed along the coast. An American st^api* 
boat passed us. Its construction was new to mQ ; 
it had two funnels, one on the star-boai*d and oi;^ 
on the larboard side. The walking-beam was high 
on deck between the funnels. The vessel was very 
large, and crowded with passengers. The counti^jr 
before us is low-lying, and is not discerQible abovi^ 
the horizon at the distance of twelve miles, nor dl%% 
tinotly visible to the naked eye beyond six miles* 
Having a good telescope, I observed noany farm-, 
houses, all built of wood, and apparently white- 
washed or painted; they were not like our fkrm-i 
steadings in Scotland. The bams are also of wood> 
and situated at a considerable distance from the 
houses. I handed my glass to the master baker, and 
bade him take notice of their being only wooden* 
tenements. " What of that ?*" said he, " see how 
" beautiful and clean they are ; they seem as if built 
" with marble. I am sure the inmates are happy .''^ 
I did not see such a thing as a hedge-row or a stone- 
wall ; the fences consisted of split rails, abput sisc 
feet in lengthy as I afterwards learned, and placed in 
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a zig-zag direction, so that their actual height might 
amount to about five feet. I cannot say that I was 
greatly impressed with the beauty of the scenery ; 
the country seemed barren ; houses few and far be- 
tween ; trees of stunted growth ; cattle small and 
lean. We sailed along the larboard shore of the 
island for better than four hours ; so I had ample 
opportunity of examining it. We were going at 
seven knots an hour, the wind blowing fresh from 
the land. At sun-down we wore ship, and stood out 
to sea. 

August 24. — 8 a. m. Blowing fresh, and off the 
land ; ship -close-hauled, making five knots an hour. 
At 9 A. M. a light-house seen on our larboard bow, 
which proved to be one of those on Sandy Hook. It 
seemed as if built with white marble ; but as we neared 
it, I observed it was of wood, and painted white, 
like the farm-houses I had seen. We passed several 
other light-houses, built of the same material. When 
TVe got inside of the Hook, on the same curve, we 
made signals for a pilot, as we saw, from the spray 
diashiiig' over the reefe of rock which scarcely jutted 
above the water, that this was a dangerous port to 
enter:* ' I pointed out to the master baker some trees 
tliicklir laden with apples ; he smacked his lips as if 
16 the apct of eating one of them. " Hurra for the 
land of liberty and equality r he cried, and cheered. 
There were nine vessels working about in the bay, 
waiting on pilots. It was blowing fresh, and the §ea 
was very rough. I observed several schooner-rigged 
boats passing La Fayette Battery; they were all num- 
bered on the sails. One of them came alongside of us, 
bringing a smart dandyfied personage, who sprung 
on board, and went with the captain into the cabin. 

d3 

* A fishennan told me that he once came to anchor, wind 
blowing fresh, in this bay, and putting the lead over board at 
the bow, found he had four fiithoms, but upon trying it at the 
stem, he ran out one hundred ikthoms wllhout finding bottom. 
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The boat then left us, and went to another ship. 
These boats were fest sailers, and, as^ we proceeded, 
sailed round and round us. One of the passengers 
asked me if the gentleman who had gone intO' the 
cabin with the captain was a pilot ; I said, " Surely 
not ; he is more like an Edinbu^fa writer than a pilot.*^ 
The captain came out with him in a short time. He 
was quite a dandy. He was dressed in a blue sur- 
tout cut in the newest fashion, white vest, frilled 
shirt, and light-grey pantaloons, white silk stock- 
ings, dress shoes, black silk neckcloth, and a new fa^ 
shionable-Bhaped hat. He was about five feet six 
inches in height, rather slender, dark complexioned^ 
with large whiskers, of which he seemed to be very 
vain, for he kept constantly twirling them with, his 
fingers, at same time displaying a small neat hand, 
with a ring on each finger, and on some of them two. 
He now came forward and examined the quantity 
of cable that was on deck, and gave orders to haul 
up more ; examined how the anchors- were slung at 
the bows, and how the cable was fastened ; inspec- 
ted the windlass, — in short, he scrutinized every 
thing on deck, occasionally casting his eyes aloft, to 
see if every thing was right there, stroking his 
whiskers all the while, and displaying his rings. 
His dress and attitudes, and above all his high 
cheek-bones, made him resemble a baboon. Having 
satisfied himself on every point, he commenced issu- 
ing his orders, which he did in good English, with 
a clear and distinct pronunciation, ,and in a tone 
of authority such as I had never heard our captain 
employ. He commenced as follows : " Ready about 
ship;'' to which the first mate answered, " All 
ready. Sir." " Helms-a-lee ! main-top-sail haul ! 
sheets and tacks let go ! Pull away, you lubbers. 
Let go the starboard braces ; pull the larboard 

braces ! D — n you for lazy clumsy b tb i Ease 

away that starboard main-brace^ d — n ye ! take a 
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pull on the larboard brace, d — n ye ! haiQ down 
the main tack, d — ^n ye ! haul aft the main sheet, 

clumsy b ^rs ! take a pull on the fore-topsail 

bowling, d— n ye I What are you standing gaping 

there at, you lubberly b ^rs ?" She had scarcely 

time to make any head-way, when he again sung 
out, " Ready about ship !"' and the first mate 
again answered, " All ready, Sir." " Helms-a-lee ! 
tacks and sheets brace round the yards ! What are you 
about, d — n ye, lazy clumsy b rs?" While this jar- 
gon was going on, the sailors, who durst not op^y 
rebel, gave vent to their rage in an under-current 
of oaths of a similar complimentary nature, the 
spirit of which may be gathered from the words 
*' D — d conceited Yankee b— — r," pretty frequent- 
ly repeated. 

He renewed his orders once more, and in the same 
precipitate manner as before, scarcely allowing the 
ship time to make any head-way ere he commenced. 
Notwithstanding all I have said, he seemed to un- 
derstand his business thoroughly, and was a really 
good seaman, ^^ spree and agUe," as the Americans 
have it. As for us passengers, we enjoyed the hub- 
bub he occasioned very much. 

Having put the ship about several times, and seen 
how she answered the helm, and worked in stays, 
the pilot now began seriously to work her in ; the 
wind blowing a stiff breeze, and right against us. 
We passed the arsenal on Long Island ; part of it 
is built of wood, and part of it stone ; sentinels 
were walking about in a blue uniform faced with red 
During the war, a chain was drawn across from Sta- 
ten Island to this place, to prevent hostile vessels 
from making an entrance. We passed Fort La 
Fayette ; it is surrounded with water, and is built 
with stone, and bomb-proof. It has ports for two 
tiers of guns. It has a projecting walk around, co- 
vered with grass and thistles. The trees were load- 
ed with fruit on Long Island ; the houses all built of 
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wood, many of them painted white, and some brown. 
We were brought to the quarantine station opposite 
Richmond, Staten Island, and came to anchor, when 
the pilot left us. At 3 p. m. the wind lulled to nearly 
a calm. 

The captain desired us to make ourselves clean, as 
he expected a visit from the officer appointed to in* 
spect us in an hour ; and, if we made a respectable 
appearance, we might be permitted to land in a day 
or two — if he was not satisfied, he would probably 
order us into quarantine. This order we promptly 
obeyed. Much has been written about the lofty 
hills, the spacious lawns, the rich verdure, and the 
lofty trees of America. I saw nothing of these. 
The hills appeared sandy and barren. The pine and 
other trees seemed to be of stunted growth. Rich.> 
mond contained a few straggling wood houses, one 
painted brown, the others white. There were two 
hospitals built with similar materials, one for the 
cholera and one for fever. They were three stories 
high, and about fifty yards long, but very narrow. 
They stood at a little distance from each other, and 
connected by a white painted railing, upon the slopni 
of one of those undulating hills so common in Ame* 
rica. A plot of grass about thirty yards wide lay 
in front betwixt them and the water. The custom- 
house was about a quarter of a mile above or north 
from the cholera hospital. All of the buildings 
looked neat and substantial at a distance ; but, on 
a nearer view, the charm was lost, and the poverty 
of the land made its appearance. The spires of 
New York were seen in the distance, also a rock 
that had some resemblance to part of Ssdisbury-crags, 
near Edinburgh. This was on the Jersey side of 
the Hudson. — New York lies very low. 

About 4 p. M. A six-oared cutter came alongside 
of us ; and her crew came on board. Three well- 
dre^ed persons went into the cabin along with the 
captaiB^ {md> after tihey had remained for some tinier 
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printed bills were distributed among us, detailing 
the quarantine regulations, any infringement of 
which would be pvinished with a fine or imprison* 
ment. One of the men came out of the cabin, hav- 
ing a bag containing the hospital-money, formerly 
spoken of, in his hand, and, jumping into the boat, 
immediately shoved off. The inspector now came 
forward, and stared at us as if he meant to purchase 
us as slaves. He was an elderly man, with a broad« 
brimmed white straw-hat and band of black ribbon. 
He had a black patch under his right eye, his com- 
plexion ruddy, apparently more from the effects of 
drinking than constitutionally. His shirt was snow 
white, the frill sticking out prominently far down 
the breast The rest of his dress was in the same 
modish fashion. This important personage first de- 
sired the jquarantine laws to be read aloud. He then 
ordered. us all to be assembled on deck, having pre- 
viously declined the captain'^s offer to call over the 
muster-roll. We were apprehensive he would order 
us into quarantine if he discovered the iUness of 
Mr Moon's daughter, who was still in a very hope- 
less state. Her mother had put on two gowns, that 
she might first pass muster on her Own account, and 
then, throwing off the upper one, might personate 
her daughter, which was accordingly done, and, the 
daughter having beeiiL remoyed to a concealed situa- 
tion, the deception was not discovered. The scrutiny 
we underwent was similar ii^ ajl respects to that pre- 
viously described when the must^ir-roll was called, 
the inspector and his assistants acting the part of 
shepherds' dogs, and the passengers huddled together 
like so many sheep. Some of the children, disliking 
the restraint, began to break loose from their con- 
finement, and to run up and down in confiision, 
which put the inspector in a mighty passion ; and 
he threatened to order us all into quarantine if the 
laws of the United States were not more properly 
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respected. He seemed to be about to put his threats 
into execution, when the captain- came forward, and 
having spoken to him in a soothing manner, the 
great man condescended to retract his resolution, 
but not until he had given us a severe reprimand 
for paying so little attention to his orders. His re- 
port would have been sufficient, he said, to have de- 
tained the ship some weeks in quarantine. Before 
he departed, he pronounced an eulogium on our re- 
spectable appearance, and said he was glad to see so 
many emigrating to this land of liberty and equality ; 
that we ought to register our names as soon as pos- 
sible ; and that, having turned our backs on our own 
country, he hoped we would become useful citizens 
of the United States. " But,'' he concluded, ^^ you- 
'* will require to get all your foul clothes washed, 
" else you will not be permitted to take them on 
" shore. The captain will furnish you with plenty 
" of water, and you may commence now. I wiU 
" send an officer on board on Monday to inspect 
" your clothes ; and those that are dirty will be taken 
" to the quarantine station, and washed at the owneirs^ 
" expense." The captain reminded him th?it to-mor*; 
row was Sunday, and that, therefore, the time he- 
had allowed us for purification was too short. " Oh,'' 
said he, '' there are no puritanical Sundays in the 
" United States of America ; it is a free country.— 
" Now," turning to us, remember to have your clothea 
" cleaned, else you know the consequences ;" saying' 
which, he made us a graceful bow, and went to the 
gangway, where he made a pause, and said he would 
send a boat alongside of us to-morrow with fresh pro- 
visions. He then descended the ship's side with an air 
of great importance. The master-baker seemed a 
little crest-fallen with the samples of American con- 
sequence he had already seen ; but he and his party 
consoled themselves for all this with a few bottles of 
rum. The word was now, " All hands wash clothes. 
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^^ a-hoy !^^ Old clothes, shoes, and hats, were chucked 
overboard. . 

August 25. — All hands busy washing and scrub- 
bing; some had been employed at it all night. Gaunt- 
lets were hoisted up to the yard-arms, from the bow- 
sprit to the tafirail. At day break these clothes 
Imes were filled fiiU, and hoisted up. The wind 
was blowing fresh ; and as landsmen do not know 
the proper hitch to stop on clothes, the consequence 
was that many blankets and shirts were torn, and 
some blown overboard. Many, therefore, had to 
employ seamen to attach the clothes in a secure 
manner, and to give them rum for their .trouble ; so 
that, long before night-£all, most of the seamen as 
well as the passengers were more than half-seas-over. 
Two other emigrant-ships lying in oiu* vicinity ex- 
hibited the same bustle as our own ; and from sun- 
rise, to sun-down the spectacle of clothes fluttering' 
in the breeze was to be seen on all sides. This was 
a glorious day for the master-baker, who took a 
most active charge of every thing, and freely be- 
stowed tiis counsel wherever he conceived it neces- 
sary. All of us were filled with delight at the near 
approach of the period when we should be released 
from restraint, and be permitted to touch that happy 
shore where freedom reigns imoontrolled, and man 
is on a level with all his species. The boat with 
provisions, which the inspector promised, never came; 
but we were too busy to pay much heed to this. All 
were actively employed scrubbing — what need of 
eating to day ? a few short hours, and we shall be 
in elysLum. 

A battle-royal took place among the seamen, one 
of whom struck the first mate. The captain com- 
ing on board when the mutiny was at its height, 
ordered the delinquents into the forecastle. One of 
them refused to go, when the captain told him if he 
did sot do so quietly, he would pat him in irons. 
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The sailor swore hideously, and, brandishing a kiiife, 
swore he would run it through the body of the first 
man who should attempt to lay hands upon hira. 
Finding him quite intractable, the captain sent for a 
boat, and had him conveyed on shore, in order ta 
his being committed to prison. Several steam-boats, 
crowded with well-dressed passengers, passed us this 
day on their way to New York. 

August 26. — Washing still continued ; morning 
cold and wet ; the clothes-lines completely occupied. 
7 A. M. the chaff-beds and straw were ordered to 
be emptied, and their contents thrown overboard. 
The captain went to New York to hire a sf^am-t 
boat for the purpose of bringing us up the river, as 
the ship was to lie here for some days. The first 
mate oiFered me the jolly-boat to go on shore, in or- 
der that I might visit Staten Island and the hospi- 
tals, if I chose to make up a party for that purpose ; 
at the same time stating that we must on no account 
be later in returning than 2 o'clock. This offer we 
embraced with alacrity, and rowed towards the 
island, landing at Richmond. This is a miserable 
sandy-looking straggling village, no two houses being 
joined together, though it has a respectablie-like ap- 
pearance from the river. There is no pavement oh 
the streets, nothing but a loose gravelly bottom, ap- 
parently the bed of what had once been a river. It 
seems to have no trade except that derived from 
emigrants occasionally lodging in the town. Ob- 
serving in a window a ticket with the words " Lon- 
don porter,'' I proposed to go in and take a draught 
of Old England ; and we accordingly got four bot- 
tles of porter, (at the moderate charge of two shil- 
lings and sixpence British for each bottle), and a 
little brandy. By permission of the inspector I 
was allowed to examine the hospitals, which were 
kept ^remarkably clean — ^there were very few pa- 
tients. Advancing a little way into the interior, 
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we observed numerous trees covered with fruit ; the 
firs or pine-trees were small and stunted ; the soil 
sandy and gravelly ; no black or vegetable earth. I 
went into a farm-house, the access to which was 
blocked up by a morass which lay in front, but 
which I avoided by climbing over a worm-fence. 
Some hogs were feeding near at hand, with wooden 
frames on their necks to prevent their getting through 
the fence. The family were at dinner when I en- 
tered. I apologized for my intrusion, stating that I 
had just arrived from Scotland, and had come on 
shore to look at the country. The lady of the house, 
rising from table, asked me if I was from Edin- 
burgh, to which I replied in the affirmative. ^* And 
from the Candlemaker-row .'^" " I once had a shop 
there.''' " I knew it," said she, " for I have been 
often in it. Pray, what has brought you here ?" I 
satisfied her curiosity on this head as I have al- 
ready done that of the Header, Talking of Stu- 
art^s Three Years, of which an American edition 
was lying on the table, she said, " So this gen- 
tleman has left all the good things Yite has de- 
scribed I Alas, he has flattered hundreds to their 
ruin ; and many are the murmurs already breath- 
ed out against him. It was the reading such books 
as his that induced us to leave our native vil- 
lage of Loanhead, and come to settle here ; but if 
we could only get the miserable land we purchased 
disposed of, we should soon bid it adieu, for we have 
been all but ruined." I asked her for a draught of 
milk, which she presented to me, remarking at the 
same time that it was not plentiful. I took the 
opportunity of asking whether her cows yielded as 
much milk as those at Loanhead. She sighed, and 
answered in the negative. Did her fowls lay as 
many eggs ? No. " Now," said she, " take my 
advice^ and keep as much money as will defray your 

E 
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expences home, for depend upon it you will not Tf^ 
main long here of your own free will.''* I had got 
some information here with a vengeance. 

Before leaving the island, I filled two pitchers 
with water at a pump- well ; it was hard and brack- 
ish, but being fresh, I knew it would be a treat to 
our people in the ship. I now got my party collec- 
ted together, and returned on board. During my 
absence, all our luggage had been hoisted . on deck, 
and the passengers were anxiously waiting the arri- 
val of the steam-boat. The carpenters had demo- 
lished all our births below, so that it was plain we 
would not be permitted to remain another night in 
the ship. I observed little mirth among the passen- 
gers ; even the master baker was quiet. 

At 3 p. M. a lighter, instead of the steam-boat we 
expected, came alongside to receive us, and our ef- 
fects were hastily put on board of her. It was now 
every man mind himself ; friendship was out of the 
question. Little attention was paid how our lug- 
gage was stowed ; and I believe one would have 
met with little sympathy had he tumbled overboard. 
When we all got in, we had scarcely room to sit or 
stand, being packed together as closely as our lug- 
gage. So heavily laden waa the lighter, that her 
gunwales almost reached the water's edge ; and the 
wind being against us, we had to tack four times, 
the spray breaking over us every time we put 
about. The boom swaying round knocked several 
of our hats overboard ; one only was caught with a 
boat-hook, the rest floated down the stream and were 
lost. 

At about half-past five we arrived, at the custom- 
house wharf on Staten Island. Here we had to stand 

* This lady afterwards sent one of her relations to my shop 
in Edinburgh, to learn if I had returned home, and what I 
thought of all the fine things I had seen in America. This 
person told me that the family were now on their way back, 
as they had got their land sold.' 
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under a broiling sun, each man opposite his OTm travel- 
ling trunk, the lid of which was kept open, awaiting 
the examination of the custom-house officers. They 
were not long in performing this duty ; indeed they 
scarcely removed any of our articles, and no seizures 
were made. * Perceiving our exhausted situation, they 
sent a person to bring us water ; and I believe he 
came and returned with a fresh supply twenty time? 
before we were all satisfied, though the water was 
any thing but tempting. Our travelling articles being 
a^in stowed on board the lighter, at sun-down we 
made sail for New York. The wind chopt round 
right a-head of us ; we had to beat, but the tide was 
with us ; the spray broke incessantly over us, and 
the rain began to descend. It was half-past ten be- 
fore we arrived at the quay. Here we were landed 
in the dark, the rain pouring upon us, and our lug- 
gage strewed all around. The shops, if there were 
any at hand, were all shut, and we had no one to 
direct us where to proceed. We had therefore no 
other alternative than to pass the night where we 
were in the open air. As the spray was occasionally 
dashing over the wharf, I constructed a barricade of 
the trunks belonging to myself and two fellow-pas- 
sengers, man and wife, whose births had been next 
my own, over which I put some deals which were 
lying on the wharf. Under the lee of this shed we 
placed the female passenger, who was ill of a fever ; 
and having procured a pitcher, I proceeded into the 
town in search of water, and some wine for the 

£2 



* We had reason to be satisfied with the treatment we ex- 
perienced from the officers here, for I am told that at New 
York they are often very troublesome. A gentleman of my 
acauaintance, who landed shortly after me, had the contents 
of his trunks, minutely turned over ; and for a double barrelled 
gun, which cost £10 in £dinburgh, he was charged eight and 
a half dollars of duty, and one-half dollar of custom-house 
fees, together £2* Os. 6d. sterling. 
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woman. This I procured from a shop which I found 
still open, together with a bottle of brandy, and 
some bread and cheese. Myriads of rats kept squeak* 
ing and frisking about and over us all night ; one 
of them captured a piece of cheese from oft* my knee 
M'hile I was at supper. 

Here then were we, one hundred and sixteen 
souls, landed with our luggage in a wet, cold, and 
stormy night, on a wooden quay in New York, 
M'here we had to bivouack under the canopy of hea- 
ven. This was our first sample of American hospi-* 
tality, freedom, and liberty. No person came near 
us to ffive us any instructions ; indeed we got a cold 
reception — ^yet we had each paid five shillings as 
hospital money, and God knows such a night as this 
was sufticient to have fitted one and all of us for the 
benefits of that institution. In fact two of our party 
only survived a few days. Our captain had taken a 
dexterous method to get quit of us. I believe that 
by the British law emigrants are allowed to remain 
on board forty-eight hours after the ship arrives, to 
give them an opportunity of providing themselves 
with lodgings ; but we were not in Britain — we were 
in America, the land of liberty, M^here those who 
have power can do as they like with their inferiors^ 
whether they be their own countrymen or not. 



S3 



CHAP. II. 

NEW YOEK, AND ITS VICINITY. 

The rain was still falling, not in showers, but abso- 
lutely in torrents, the wind blowing a stiff north- 
wester, the spray breaking over the quay, and there- 
by wetting with salt water us who were already 
drenched with rain. But this was really an ad- 
vantage to us, for a* person is not so apt to catch 
cold by being wet with salt water as with fresh. 
After having recruited ourselves by eating bread and 
cheese and drinking some spirits and water, which 
latter was very brackish, despairing of getting any 
assistance till next morning, we creeped under the 
lee of our barricade of chests and trunks, and en- 
deavoured to compose ourselves to rest, for to sleep 
was out of the question. Though neither Old Coun- 
trymen nor Americans came to visit us, we had 
myriads of the American rats squeaking and frisking 
over us, as if sporting at our wretchedness ; and 
they took the usual license practised towards stran- 
gers, by robbing us of the remains of our supper. 
We longed much for day light, which seemed to 
tarry longer than usual. About 3 a. m. the rain 
ceased, and the wind lulled considerably. At length 
day broke, and objects soon became visible. We 
found that we had been put ashore at the south end of 
Washington street, near the Battery, which is built 
of stone — is bomb-proof — and is surrounded with 
water. The houses in Washington street, as far as 
I could see, were composed of wood ; they were 
neither white-washed nor painted on the outside as 
those I had seen on Staten and Long-Islands, but 

e3 
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had a dirty and miserable looking appearance. The 
roofs of the houses were covered with thin pieces of 
sawed wood called shingles, shaped like slates, and 
generally curled up in the edges by the heat of 
the sun, thereby admitting the rain through the roof 
into the house. The water was also conducted by 
tin or wooden spouts into a tank on the ground, and 
carefully preserved to wash with. Almost every 
object presented signs of poverty, and I could see 
none of the beauty depicted by sonje of our travel- 
lers. 

Having observed the master-baker rising from his 
lair, I made up to him with a bottle of rum, and 
offered him a glass of it ;. he was shaking the water 
from his clothes, and his teeth were chattering. I 
pointed out to him the M'ooden houses, which apr 
peared so miserable in comparison with those of 
Edinburgh or Glasgow, and said that, however rich 
the country might turn out to be, we must own that 
we had good reason to be disappointed with the 
cold reception we had got here. I drank to him, 
and wished him much joy of the land of liberty and 
equality. He however did not seem inclined either 
for conversation or a joke, but still continued sbadk- 
ing his wet and dirty clothes ; he was quite crest- 
fallen, and, as his teeth were still chattering, I gave 
him another glass, and left him. 

I requested the family who were next to me to look 
after my luggage while I went into the town and en- 
quired for a furnished room, which they promised to 
do. On going along the quay, I observed many 
holes in it large enough to allow a person, or even a 
chest, to fiall through ; and as there were no lamps on 
the quay, I wondered that no accident had befallen 
some of us on the previous night. One of these 
chasms was near where I bivouacked. I passed tM'o 
other encampments of emigrants in Washington 
street ; some of them were lying huddled together 
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under carts, some within the recesses of doors, and 
fiome on the bare pavement. I enquired at a good 
looking elderly woman who was lying on the pave- 
ment — ^her head bare, and her long grey hair flut- 
tering in the breeze — ^how long it was since she 
landed ; and she answered in German that it was 
six nights, and that her party had lain all that time 
on the streets. I gave her sixpence and left her, 
thinking within myself that when groups of poor 
wretches are thus obliged to lie on the streets, not 
having so much money as to procure a bed, it is to- 
lerable evidence that there must be beggars in Ame- 
rica, but that no great sympathy wiU be extended 
towards them. I had not proceeded much further^ 
when I observed a painted board prohibiting beg^ 
ging; this was conclusive that my surmises were 
correct, and that there were beggars, though our 
travellers did not see them. 

A fire-engine passed me drawn by a number of 
men, some of whom carried speaking-trumpets, and 
roared through them most hideously. I had heard 
Si, bell ringing a short time before, but was not aware 
that it was the fire bell. 

The signs above the different shop-doors, as I passed 
along, had a novel effect. " Baker}'^,^ denoting a ba- 
ker'*s shop ; " Dry Goods Store,'^ for a haberdasher ; 
'< Mechanics' Retreat,'' a common tavern, were the 
usual terms employed. The word store is invariably 
used for shop. I proceeded along Broadway, the 
principal street in New York, till- 1 came to the City 
Hall, which is situated in a small enclosure called 
The Park, on the east side of Broadway ; still I saw 
nothing striking or beautiful. Most of the houses 
M'ere of wood, consisting of sawed deals placed over 
one another exactly like masons' sheds in Scotland ; 
and the rest were of brick. They appeared to be 
built according' to no regular plan, but were of dif- 
ferent heights and shapes^ and their ap^arance was 
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frequently destroyed by paltry wooden erections. I 
however passed a large church built with black gra- 
nite, as was likewise the City Hall, but of a lighter 
colour. The pavement was composed partly of 
brick and partly of flag-stones, but in considerable dis- 
repair. A number of poles were placed at the outside 
of the pavement, to which the storekeepers stretch 
awnings &stened to nails above their shop-windows^ 
to protect their goods from the sun. At half-past 4 
A. M. the people began to stir ; and at 5 I met some 
females dressed generally like my own country- 
women, but their bonnets and boots were different. 
The former, which is called a galash, stood high 
upon their head, and was hooped to keep it up, some- 
thing like the top of a covered gig, and projected far 
forward, but gradually narrowed towards the front, 
which was exceedingly small, the lady^s face being 
hardly visible ; it seemed to be made of green silk or 
cotton, and is said to be very comfortable in this warm 
climate. The latter were very clumsy, and laced with 
leather-laces. The newsmen were running about 
with newspapers, some of which they stuck to Uie 
bell-pulls, some on the knockers, and some on th^ 
windows, without waiting till their summons was 
answered. Numbers of pigs were strolling about in 
every direction; but I observed no other scaven- 
gers. 

Not being able to find a lodging-house, I went 
into a boarding-house, of which there were a great 
many. The lower part of it was used as a tavern, 
in which a number of people were already assembled. 
I asked the bar-keeper if he could let me have a pri- 
vate room, as I felt much exhausted and fatigued 
from the exposure I had been subjected to all night, 
at the same time letting him know the particulars of 
my situation. The man stared at me in a very rude 
manner, and as he continued doing so for a length of 
time^ I hegsax to be apprehensive^ from the disorder 
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of my dress, that he might be doubting my ability 
to pay for what I asked. I therefore offered him a 
paper dollar-bill, which he took, and handed to»a per- 
son standing at the bar to examine if it were genuine, 
and then told me he had no private room, but that I 
might take a seat in the bar-room. I then asked for 
a glass of rum and water, and he placed a small tum- 
bler before me, which he filled about one-third with 
rum, without measuring it, and then a jug of water, 
telling me at the same time that he took in no 
lodgers ; and that his terms for boarders were three 
dollars a week, payable in advance. I stated that, 
as I did not know how long I might remain, I 
would prefer paying him by the day ; but he an- 
swered sulkily that he had already told me his 
terms, giving me at the same time another stare. 
As he appeared to be in no hurry to give me change 
of my dollar-bill, I was under the necessity of ask- 
ing him for it, when he replied that he had already 
given it to me. This I denied, and at the same time 
asked the price of the rum. He said, threepence. 
" Then, Sir,**' said I, " I have not a coin upon my 
person, and I request that you will, for your own 
satisfaction, search my pockets.'' At this he got 
into a mighty rage, calling me a swindler and im^ 
postor, and swearing at me bitterly — he had already 
given me the money, and did not care what I had 
done with it. I said that I had not stirred from 
the bar, and appealed to the person to whom my 
dollar-bill had been handed for examination, and 
who had been standing all the time beside me, 
whether he saw me get my change ; he said that I 
did not get it. Another person now came forward 
and said that he had been observing me the wholQ 
time, and was satisfied I did not get back my change. 
The bar-keeper then gave me the balance, saying 
eooUy that it was a mistake. 

I now went in search of another boarding-hou^e. 
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where I hoped to find a more civil, if not a more 
honest landlord, and at last succeeded in my object. 
I theM returned, to the quay, which I reached about 
half-past 8. Most of my shipmates were gone, and 
also the fiamily who promised to take charge of my 
luggage, which had also disappeared. Observing a 
cart with luggage driving along the quay, I ran 
up to it, and saw my property thereon. I asked the 
driver where he was going with it ? " To a place 
of safety,'^ replied he, giving me at the same time a 
fixed stare. " And who desired you to do so ?**' 
said I. A lame man, who had just come up to us, 
replied that he had charge of the quay, and that, 
seeing no person looking after the luggage, he had 
ordered it to be conveyed to a place of safety, as he 
expected more emigrants immediately, and the quay 
must be cleared. I asked where this place of ss^ety 
was ? The driver replied, " Follow me and you will 
see ;^^ and applied the lash smartly to his horse. I 
immediately seized hold of the bridle, and told the 
driver that if he attempted to move till I got off my 
luggage, I would run him through with my umbrella. 
I then ordered the person who said he had charge of 
the quay to remove my luggage, or I would spit him ; 
and, suiting the action to the word, I advanced towards 
him with my umbrella charged. Seeing my determi« 
nation, he staggered backwards a few paces, and fell 
down, managing nevertheless to steer clear of the 
holes, or the yet more formidable sides of the quay. 
He now pretended to be drunk ; and at this moment 
a third person came up, and assured me the whole 
was a mere frolic, for the drunk man had no charge 
of the quay, and also desired me to point out my 
property, which he directed the carman to give up 
to me. I told them I believed they were all three 
a parcel of swindlers, and if I had time I would 
report them to the police. The car was then 
driven off with the remainder of the luggage, some 
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of which, I am certain, never reached the proper 
owners. I gave my trunks in charge to an Irish 
labourer, who was passing, and whom I accompa- 
nied to my lodgings. Having told my landlord what 
had happened, he said it was fortunate for me that 
I had arrived in time, and was so firm with the men, 
otherwise I would never have discovered the place 
oi safety which they had spoken of ; — that gangs of 
these swindlers are constantly prowling about the 
ships which arrive with emigrants, and also go with, 
and wait the arrival of, steam and canal-boats, in 
all parts of the country ; if they observe any thing 
n^lected, they carry it off " slick,^'* and if detec- 
ted, coolly tell you it is a mistake. 

• Thie is an American phrase meaning "clever;*' but it 
sometimes means " insolence," for they often say " Give me 
no slick." — ^As several of these phrases occur throughout the 
journal, it may not be improper, for the information of the 
reader, to state here an explanation of a few of them : " Get- 
ting along" is continually in their mouths, and is used in dif. 
ferent meanings. For instance, we say, " How do ye do ?" 
A Yankee would say, " How are you getting along ?" It also 
means " succeeding in business*" — " Clear out" is used when 
a person runs away privately from his creditors, Scottice, " a 
moon-licht fiittin'." We say such a person has " run away ;" 
a Yankee says, << He has cleared out." It is also used when a 
person simply leaves one place for another. — " Going ahead" 
is used for our term " succeeding in business."— Tne word 
" expect" is indiscriminately used for our words " believe," 
" suppose," " think," and " expect," as we use it. — " That is 
a fact," and " no mistake," are continually used to give effect 
to an assertion. A Yankee, for instance, says, " He is a smart 
fellow, and that's a fact," or, " and no mistake." — In place of 
our " Yes" and " No," in answer to a question, they say, 
*' I guess it is," or, " I guess not." — The word " iBx" is a 
very fevourite expression, and is used in very different mean- 
ings. They say, " Fix the fire good," meaning, « Put on a 
sood fire." A Yankee does not ask his tailor to mend his coat 
for him, but to " fix it." — To " go the whole hog" means to 
*' go quite through with an undertaking." — " I calculate upon 
domg so" is used by a Yankee, while we say " I intend to 
do so." — A thing is not said to have a good taste or smell, but 
that " it tastes good." 

The way in which these terms are uded by the Americana 
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I knew that a number of my former acquaintances 
were settled in New York, most of whom had left 
their own country not for building churches. After 
putting my person in some order, I called upon 
several of these ; they all expressed astonishment at 
seeing me, and asked my motives for coming to 
America, which I readily told them. They, how- 
ever, invariably fell to abusing their own country, 
and spoke with the greatest ill-will towards it ; while 
their anxiety to laud every thing American was 
equally remarkable. I mentioned the treatment I had 
experienced, and told them I had as yet seen nothing 
greatly to admire. One man, who kept a china- 
store, said, " Ah ! this is the place for getting 
along C and lifting some bread which was placed on 
a chair in his shop, said, " You cannot get bread 
like that in Edinburgh." I said that I thought I 
could, and cheaper too. At this he flew into a 
passion, and stamped up and down his shop, in 
which mood I left him. I could not account for all 
this, but thought, if the country' was really so good 
as they represented, it did not require such puffing. 
One lady, however, said, that I would not find much 
to admire in America, and that, for her part, ahe^ 
would rather live in the meanest style in Edinburgh * 
than where she was, if she were not ashamed to re- 
has often a very ludicrous effect to a person newly arrived 
from Britain. The following anecdotes, related to me by an 
acquaintance in New York, will give the reader an idea of it : 
" I went to a shoemaker shortly after my arrival, and asked 
him to mend my shoes, and to state his charge for doing so. 
He replied, ' I'll fix them snug to you for a dollar,' meaning 
that he would mend them in first rate style." — The other was, 
" Our boarding-house had been one night entered by thieves, 
through a hole in the roof called the scuttle-hole, and my land- 
lady narrated the occurrence to me next morning in the fol- 
lowing terms : * / gtiess the house was attempted to be robbed 
last night.» / expect they entered by the scuttle-hole, but were 
detected by the watch, (police). I was awoke by the noise at 
^ past 3 o'clock at night.'' " 
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torn. Her husband, however, seemed to hold a dif- 
ferent opinion. " There,^ said he, pointing to a 
boy standing beside him, " is a son born to me in 
America ; he has a chance of becoming chief magis- 
trate, which he could never be in the old country.*" 
The lady highly approved of the arrangements I had 
made at home, and assured me that this was not a 
place to establish a circulating library, for there were 
few readers of any thing but ncM^spapers, the people 
being entirely engrossed in the sordid pursuit of gain, 
in railing at the mother- country and praising their 
own, in smoking, spitting, and dram-drinking, or 
listlessly swinging for hours in a rocking-chair. 

On my return, I learned that the John Dennison 
had arrived in port, having thus reached her des- 
alination in about twenty hours only after the pas- 
sengers bad been so summarily dismissed. I after- 
wards stepped down to the quay to see if any of my 
iship-mates were still there; but not a vestige of 
them was to be seen. After returaing to the board- 
ing-house, I was shown into my sleeping apartment, 
which was up four flights of wooden stairs, so crazy 
that I expected to fall through every step I ascend- 
•ed. In the room, which however was well lighted, 
were four beds, which lay on stretchers, without 
either posts or curtains, and not so comfortable as 
soldiers'" barrack-beds — also two boarders' chests ; but 
no other furniture— not even a chair or a form to sit 
upon. The bed clothes consisted only of a cotton 
sheet and a coverlid stuff*ed with cotton, both dirty. 
I was too weary, however, to be very nice, and at 
once tumbled into bed. I had not rested an hour 
or two till I was awaked by a person coming in 
beside me. Shortly thereafber, another individual, a 
methodist, as I understood, knelt by the side of one 
of the other beds, and prayed aloud very fervently in 
good English. A third person afterwards entertain- 

F 
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ed us with the following story, which, though unin- 
teresting of itself, had a ridiculous effect from the 
nasal tone of the speaker, and the American jai^n 
introduced, and also from its heing told immediately 
after the former person ceased praying : — " An emi- 
grant, a painter, called to-day on my boss, (the 
Yankee phrase for master) for employment. The 
boss gives a job to every applicant in order to ascer- 
tain his qualifications ; and sets each to paint an 
old door (kept for this purpose, and often painted 
formerly on similar occasions) on trial. This new 
candidate was also desired to paint the door, and 
told the pattern wanted. He was smart, no mi*, 
take ; he mixed his colours slick, and went to work 
smartly. The door was soon finished, and I never 
saw any thing so slick ; and as the boss had gone 
out, the stranger came and looked at all the boys 
(shopmen) working. When he observed the bcww 
coming, he ran to his colours, mixed several together 
in a strange way, and drew a number of streaks across 
the door right away. He now took his hat to go 
away, when the boss said ' Stop till I pay you.' He 
replied that he had not been in the practice of charg- 
ing for a small job like this, and cleared out. The 
boss had not yet looked at the door; but he no 
sooner examined it, than he said, ' How ! I guess 
thaf s a smart fellow, and no mistake ; bring him back 
slick.' I accordingly brought him back, and he 
and the boss went out together, but returned soon 
after ; and the boss desired us all to obey the stran- 
ger's orders. I guess we have got a new foreman." 
I tried to fall asleep again, but that was impossi- 
ble ; for the bugs and fleas were creeping over me in 
every direction, and though I slew many of them, 
it was all in vain, for their numbers never seemed 
to be diminished; and they appeared determined 
to tak^as much out of me as the boarding-houae 
keepers afterwards did. I wearied as long for day break 
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as I did the previous night when lying on the quay. 
My companion lay in happy insensibility, snoring loud 
and long. 

As soon as day light appeared next morning, I 
fled from my tormentors, and went to the quay to 
see if any more emigrants had arrived ; and passed 
the foreigners, who were lying huddled together on 
the street, exactly as they were the previous morn- 
ing. No new cargo had arrived ; and I returned to 
my boarding-house. At 5 a. m. a bell rang for break- 
&st ; and the )>oarders, among whom were several 
tailoresses,* rushed into a side-room used, for the pur- 
pose, and at once took seats, and commenoed with- 
out ceremony. Upon the table, which was long, but 
very narrow, and covered with a white cotton cloth, 
were i^ced fried meat, ham, cheese, potatoes,^ rye 
and wheat^DL bread, sauqe and eggs, wUch latter I ob- 
served several persona empty into their plates, and 
eat with a knife. The company appeared to eat 
voraciously, and in the greatest possible hurry ; butf 
BO one spoke, except inaniswer to the wpman pf colour 
who attended, and who asked, each person whether 
he preferred tea or coffee, which shie brought from 
a corner where the breakfast apparatus stood. When 
«ny one had finished, which was g^n^ally in an 
amazingly short time, he flung back his chair and 
bolted away, picking his teeth. Another person 
then came in, took possession of the cb^r, wd went 
through the same course. In this mamiier thiree dif- 
ferent parties were breakfasted, but «o additional 
supplies were brought in ; and in the end little else 
was left than bones. Tradesmen aJtways hieok&^t 
before going to work. 

In the course of the day^ I called upon nelsons, 
builders, painters,, tailors, s^nd other descriptio>9S of 

• In New Vork, ffentlemens' trowsers^- vests, and summer 
dresses, ^re all maS& by females^ who are cudled tailorewei^ 
and of whom there are upwards of a thousand in the city. 
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tradesmen, to ascertain the rate of wages which they 
paid to their journeymen ; but I could get no definite 
information. They tried to deceive me by saying 
that they paid by the piece, and that good hands 
made great wages if they were steady ; but they all 
complained of their men being much addicted to 
drinking. When I put any questions to the jour- 
neymen or labourers, again, they would give no satis- 
faction ; and appeared to be terrified that I was com- 
ing to take their bread from them. However, I 
ascertained that great numbers were at present going 
about idle, and that wages were unusually low, and 
money very scarce, the blame of which some of them 
attributed to the President's destroying the United 
States'^ Bank. Tailors find some difficulty in getting 
steady employment, for, besides the work done by 
tailoresses, a great quantity of ready-made clothing is 
brought from Paris, as also ladies' shoes, bonnets^ 
&c. There is a great number of journeymen prin- 
ters at present out of employment. Even they 
seemed to be afraid that I was seeking a job ; and 
it was a rare thing for me to get a civil answer either 
from them or their masters. The work done here 
is chiefly jobbing, there being little book-work. 

I also called upon Mr G. cabinet-maker, to wbon» 
I had a letter from his brother. He at least was 
candid, and also very kind to me. He said, " A 
good hand can make as high wages in Edinburgh, 
and live cheaper, than in New York, where, besides, 
he cannot work for some time in summer for heat, 
and in winter for cold. I am paid by the piece ; 
but the prices are lower than the London standard. 
The work here requires to be well done, for the 
heat tries the joints. My boss has applicants for 
woric daily, and gives each a job to try his abilities; 
but pl^s ofi* the greater part of them when it is 
finished, retaining only the best workmen at low 
wages. No ordinary tradesman can readily get coo:. 
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Stant employment in New York. Tb^ wages ^e 
always kept low, and rents excessively hi^, by the 
emigravts, who are hated by the people, excepting 
perhaps the tavern-keepers, into whose coffers the 
poor emigrant's funds are soon trs^nsferred. Some 
British travellers have given such flattering ac- 
counts, of wages here, that people at home think 
this a paradise till they try it ; and, after being mor- 
tified at the deception practised upon then^, not a few 
keep up the delusion by deceiving others in their 
turn. I am very unhappy, but would be s^hamed 
to return home, because I formerly boasted so much 
of American liberty, which I now find to be a com- 
plete delusion. I have endeavoured to prevent my 
children, as much as possible, from mixing with their 
fellows, as they would soon lose all respect fo^ 
father or mother. The people have neither morals 
nor associations, such as exist in the 0]d Country ; 
and religion is only a vain show, or a butt for scofc 
fers. I intend to piu*chase a farm in the country ; 
for if I remain here much longer, I am afraid my 
femily will, like Qthers, lose all sense of morality and 
honesty. I am certain you will soon return, and 
when you do, I beg you will tell my brother never 
to think of coming here. This is not a country for 
honest men, but a place of refuge for rogues.'' 

Mr G. introduced me to Grant Thorbuyn, seeds- 
man, the original of Gait's Lawrie Todd. He is a 
singular diminutive-looking person ; and there is 
nothing in his appearance to indicate his abilities* 
My impression at first sight was, that he was a cun- 
mng man of the world. He wore a broad-brimmed 
qu£^er-hat, a large coat, which descended almost to 
his apcles, and concealed the awkward figure of his 
body, and wide trowsers which partly concealed 
I hii^ bandy legs. Altogether, he is an extrjtfbrdinary 
person. Hi3 establishment is large ^ hig store bad 
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once been a church, all of wood, the galleries of 
which are still standing. Upon the counter, which 
runs along facing the door, lay a number of books 
on gardening, and also drawings (by his daughter, I 
believe) of his different flowers, which are well fin- 
ished. Should any person purchase a root or plant, 
and not succeed in rearing it, he invariably lays the 
blame on the culture, for Grant is too self-sufficient 
to admit he does any thing wrong. There is a case 
of drawers with a variety of shuttles behind the coun- 
ter, where the pulpit formerly stood. The walls 
were covered around with agricultural and gardening 
implements ; and the body of the church, as well as 
the benches in the gallery, were filled with barrels of 
seeds having labels attached. At the back of the 
door hung a hammer and some old nails, with a 
card attached to them, intimating that these were all 
the goods this great man was possessed of at his 
landing in New York. Opposite the door stood a 
round table, the stalk of which was said to have been 
made of wood of the " Bush aboon Traquair ;'' and 
at a comer stood a plain deal desk, on which, accor- 
ding to the label attached, Washington wrote some 
despatches. In the gallery fronting the pulpit was a 
large wire-worked cage, in which were a great num« 
ber of canary birds, and to which a printed notice was 
attached, stating that a man was placed in a concealed 
part of the store, to observe if visitors should take 
away any thing — that a person had been lately detect- 
ed pilfering, and sent to jail, and that persons commit- 
ting the like offence would be punished with the 
greatest severity. In front of the store was a green- 
house, in which was an orange and a lemon tree, be- 
sides a great variety of plants in full bearing ; and 
pedestals with chrystal vases on the top containing 
gold fish, were placed at short distances betwixt the 
flowers. In front of the greenhouse, again, was » 
small plot of ground^ on which were several beds 
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of flowers, and in a comer a cistern where a supply 
of gold fish is kept for sale ; a small jet of water 
runs continually into the cistern, and another nms 
out. A board is also put up prominently, forbidding 
any person from touching or stealing the fish: 1 
thought thieving surely must be prevalent, when such 
extra precautions were rendered necessary. A man 
was, indeed, a short time after this, caught in the act 
of stealing the fish. I enquired what became of the 
fish during winter, and was told that the water was 
generally for several months during th^t season frozen 
into a solid block of ice, and that the fish looked 
more beautiful when frozen in than they now did ; 
but fewer died with the winter's cold than the sum- 
mer's heat. 

I cannot say much for Lawrie's knowledge or con^ 
sistency, but he is certainly possessed of a great deal of 
shrewdness, ingenuity, and taste. He is, however, a 
perfect hater of the Old Country; and no one that 
does not listen with satisfaction to his tirades against 
Britain, will long enjoy his good graces. He told 
me that I was now come to a free country ; I replied 
that I had as yet seen very little of it. His eyes im- 
mediately twinkled, and he gave me the American 
bare-faced stare, which I could never endure, and 
behaved quite ill-naturedly. I think that Lawrie 
Todd is as great a tyrant as there is between him and 
me ; and his personal conceit and vanity are beyond 
sufPerance. 

I observed, when going about, that th^ masons use 
very broad ladders, which admit of one man going 
up while another is coming down. ' I think that 
this,, besides being safer, is a great improvement 
upon our ladders. I also observed red flags flying 
at a number of places, indicating sales by vendue, 
which word the Americans use in place of our word 
auction. The goods exposed consisted principally 
of books^ indecent prints, cloths^ hardware, and 
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ready-made shoes, all of which sold high« except the 
indecent prints, which were low priced, but in great 
demand. 

I counted sixty-seven lottery oflSces in Broadway ; 
and observing in the window of one of them a bill 
in the following terms, " A large premium given 
for gold,^^ I stepped in and asked change for a sove- 
reign. There were several persons in the store, who 
stared at me in the usual way, and asked some quesrr 
lions regarding the Old Country, which I answered. 
The broker gave me four dollars and seventy cents 
for my sovereign, and at the same time asked if 
I had any more to change, giving me a fencing-mas- 
ter'*s stare.* I said, " The best citizens in the Old 
Country are not rash in changing sovereigns, in 
case they get something worse ; and I have found, 
since I landed, that the Americans are fond of so- 
vereigns, though they dislike kings.''^ A dollar con- 
tains eight New York shillings, or 100 cents ; but 
in changing it 12 cents are reckoned a shilling, so 
that I lost 4 per cent, on the dollar, and the same loss 
arises on smaller sums. When a shilling, for in- 
stance, which is really worth 12^ cents, is changed, 
only 12 are given. Again, the brokers generally 
give country bankers^ doUar-bills ; and when they are 
changed, from 1 to 5 per cent, is deducted for ex- 
change. There is great trickery and roguery here, 
and one would require to be on the alert ; but tb^ 
poor emigrants are generally taken in. 

In the evening I went to the theatre ; the play 

* i beg to apologize to my readers for aUuding so frequent- 
ly to this starinff of the Americans. It is really imiversal 
among them, ana positively a national failing, though they do 
not seem to be aware of it. The reader may, perhaps, have 
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l^was Inkle and Yarico. The people of colour were 

'huddled into a place by themselves ; the pale faces, 

though liberty is continually in their mouths, lord 

it over them on every occasion. The Americans 

'boast of having given the slaves their freedom in 

1 N«w York, but they still treat them as such, and 

expose them to every kind of indignity and insult. 

The performance, upon the whole, was very poor ; 

I but there was an excellent comic actor who played 

the part of a negro, and sang two of their songs, 

which kept both audiences, black and white, in a roar 

of laughter. One of the songs ran thus : 

Lubby rose, will tu turn. 
When tu hear te bango ? 
_ Turn ! — turn ! — turn ! 
O rose, de coal-black rose ! 
Wish 1 may be corched ib I dont lub rose.^ 

The other was : 

Turn about, jump about, turn about so ; 
Eherj time I turn about, jump Jem Crow. 

Shortly after breakfast next morning, I went out 
to examine the city. Several cows were going 
about picking their food from the refuse on the 
streets; indeed they and their swinish brethren 
seemed to enjoy the liberty of the country, and were 
often to be seen lounging about in the most fa- 
shionable places. Numbers of blacks were em- 
ployed sawing wood into proper lengths for the 
stores ; so that, although said to be free, they are 
still " hewers of wood,'' if not " drawers of water.'* 
Indeed I only observed three white faces at this 
species of work during my stay. 

The stores were generally opened so early as 4 
A. M. ; and I went into several of them to get a sight 
of a Directory. In some instances I got a stare 
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only for answer, and in others, an inclination of thet 
head towards the place where the Directory was 
bung. 

Having missed my way to Thames street, where 
a person on whom I had occasion to call resided, 
I requested a porter standing at the corner d£ 
Broadway and Maiden lane to direct me. He said, 
^^ I guess I can^t, hut that jintleman can inform 
you,^^ at the same time pointing to a ragged-looking 
man at a little distance, to whom he cried thus: 
^ Jim, I guess Ais old man* wants Thames street ;*** 
and after submitting to a good deal of cross que^^ 
tioning from this personage, I was shown the proper 
way. 

About 10 A. M. I ohsen'^ed a funeral procession pas- 
sing by ; and as it struck me to be of a somewhat 
extraordinary appearance, I resolved to follow, 
though the day was excessively warm. The hearse 
was covered with a black cloth, so full of holes tbat 
the sun shone through, and exposed to my view a 
coffin painted red. The vehicle was well painted 
on the sides with figures of deaths-heads and cross- 
bones, and drawn by only one horse, which seemed 
to be the perfect image of starvation, and alinpst 
unable to drag the hearse along. One mourning- 
coach followed this humble affair, and was also 
covered with black cloth as full of holes as the for- 
mer. There were four persons inside ; and th0 
coach was drawn by two horses, each of which had 
a harness of thongs to keep the flies off. I won- 
dered if the Americans generally kept such horses 
for this particular purpose, in order to add an appear- 
ance of wretchedness to the melancholy scene. On 

* In America, married persons are.invariablj called old men 
and old women. An American, when he meets a friend, and 
enquires for his wife, does not say like us, " How is Mrs — ?** 
hut, *^ WeU, how is your old woman getting along P" 
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arriving at the grave-yard, as they call it, I oV- 
vserved that the grave was dug in a sandy pit, and 
about six feet deep. There were just four persons 
(one of whom only was dressed in mourning) at the 
funeral, exclusive of the two grave-diggers. The 
x^ofiin had no mountings nor strings to lower it down; 
but had a hinge in the middle by which it seemed 
to <^n across the breast. It was carried to the 
^grave by the company, and placed upon the stakes, 
and lowered down by two long ropes. After the 
'^ave-diggers had finished shovelling in the sand, 
I asked one of them if this was a case of cholera. 
He gave me the real Yankee stare, and said, " I 
guess not.'' I however ascertained that the deceased 
was a person in the middle ranks of life, and had 
left sufficient funds to defray his funeral expenses. 
The Americans appear to be in too great a hurry to 
spare as much time as pay the last kind offices to 
the dead ; there was something so cool and heart- 
less in the funeral which I had just seen, that gave me 
no very devated impressions of the people. The no- 
tices in the newspapers of a person's death shew their 
coolness in this respect. They run generally thus : 
■ — " Died at Hoboken yesterday morning, about 8 
o'clock, Mr James Mackin, aged 67 years. His 
friends are requested to attend his funeral this morning 
at J past 8 o'*clock, at the foot of Barclay Street." 
— " On Wednesday afternoon, Mrs Hannah Ocker- 
hausen, aged 46, relict of the late Adolph Ockerhau- 
sen. Funeral this afternoon at 4 o'clock, ft'om her 
late residence, 11, Rose Street." 

At about 12 noon, I saw a number of people run- 
ning to the Albion Hotel. I joined the throng, and 
was ushered into a large hall, where dinner was pro- 
vided for more than one hundred people. I took a 
• seat at the table, and observed, by tho looks directed 
towards me, that I was known to be a stranger. No 
4)ne spoke to me however; and wh^ I observed 
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-every one staring rudely at me, I returned it ; but 
where every one stares, as if privileged, it is not 
€asy to distinguish the most impertinent. The com- 
pany appeared however to show very little courtesy 
to strangers. Dinner was soon on the table ; and my 
companions got a better object to stare at than me. 
There was plenty provided, and the dishes no sooner 
appeared than a general attack commenced. Nothing 
was to be heard^but knives rattling on the plates — 
no speaking or staring now, but every one helping 
himself to what he liked best, without minding his 
neighbour ; and some of them stretched over three 
persons to get at a favourite dish. They ate as if 
they were a retreating army making a hasty meal 
while the enemy were in hot pursuit, and very near 
up with them. I was astonished at the scene, and 
almost forgot to mind myself. I asked a person to 
help me from a dish which stood before him; he 
said nothing, but surveyed me minutely, keeping his 
grinders going all the time, and instead of helping 
me, very coolly replenished his own plate, and com- 
menced again. I now took the hint ; and as the 
good things were rapidly disappearing, I fell to 
every dish that was within my reach. In a short 
time individuals severally started up, flung back 
their chairs, and " cleared out,'' as if by magic ; and 
when they were all gone, the busy waiters soon 
cleared the table, and replenished it for a new comr- 
pany, who soon commenced their operations. 

Being still intent upon endeavouring to discover 
the real value of labour, I walked into a boot and 
shoemaker's store, and asked the price of his boots 
and shoes. He gave me the fencing- master's stare, 
but I .was now getting accustomed to this treatment. 
I said I did not mean to purchase ; but having lately 
come to America, I had tried several plans to get at 
the real value of labour, and had only succeeded in 
a very few instances. He said, " I sell a pair of shoes. 
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such as you looked at, for 12s. currency, or 6s. 6d. 
sterling ; and you can purchase a better pair in Mr 
Cameron^s, Candlemaker-row, Edinburgh, for the 
.same price."^ I now stared at him. He said he 
thought he knew me ; and after telling my name, we 
entered into a conversation regarding the merits of 
the two countries, and the rate of wages paid to 
boot and shoemakers. He said they were upon the 
M'hole better paid at home than here ; for farmers, 
masons, painters, and labourers, were all shoemakers 
during winter. I said, he at least had thriven, if I 
might judge from the immense stock in his store. 
** I have just now,'' said he, " upwards of 40,000 
-pairs of shoes, and 20,000 pairs of boots ; this would 
be too large a stock for Edinburgh, but I deal chiefly 
in exportation : Yet I would fain leave this wretch- 
ed wicked place." He then gave me an account of 
the morals in New York much worse than any I 
had yet heard, and said that those travellers, skip- 
pers, and hirelings, who have so lauded America, 
had much to answer for. Their lies make people 
at home discontented with their condition, and 
have induced many a man to emigrate, to the ruin 
of his purse and his morals. If an Old Country- 
man commence business here before he learns the 
trickery and roguery practised, he is sure to be 
fleeced ; and it has been always observed, that those 
who bring out money are soon bankrupt — ^try it 
again after having learned knavery in self-defence, 
and generally " get along,'' as they say. 

I said I took it amiss to be stared at so particular- 
ly wherever I went. I M^as always scrutinized as 
if I were a thief or a swindler, and every body stared 
as if they were Bow-sti'eet or police-officers. He 
said he took it amiss himself when he came here, but 
had now got accustomed to it ; " and you see," said 
he, " that I can stare as well as a regular Yankee." 

G 
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I said, " You appear to me to be like a nation of 
fencing-masters.'' " You are right there,'' he said ; 
" your bankrupts and swindlers who come here soon 
find that they are among their superiors in knavery. 
Mr Stuart, in his Three Years, did not tell that he was 
bitten by them. If he had written his book from dis- 
interested motives, he would, after telling his country- 
men of all the good things in America, at least have 
cautioned them against lending money, or entering 
unadvisedly into any speculation, whereby they 
might come off no better perhaps than he had done. 
But he knew what would take with the people at 
home, and he served them accordingly ; he flatters 
their imaginations, and gives them a luminous ac- 
count, taken after a canvass-back-duck dinner, with- 
out duly considering what might be the consequences 
of his rash assertions." — I complained to him of 
the bitter and illiberal way which most Old Country- 
men €^ke of their country. He said, " These are 
chiefly the unfortunate individuals who dare not re- 
turn ; and they console themselves in this way for 
their banishment — they illustrate the fable of the fox 
and the grapes. But you will not hear an honest 
man abuse his country unreasonably ; and I do not 
think you will remain long here, and I hope ere 
long to be back myself." He bade me look at Hod- 
son street, and I would there find men keeping 
taverns and whisky stores who were bankers, writers, 
and first-rate merchants at home. I accordingly did 
so, and found it exactly as he said. 

I now went to a much talked of street called the 
Bowery, which however did not strike me as being 
any thing remarkable. In front of one of the houses 
I observed a number of men engaged in something 
I did not understand, but on enquiry was informed 
that they were about to remove the house. I was 
glad to have thus an opportunity of seeing this eiglitfc 
wonder of the world— a house " clearing out,'* 
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though in this instance only a frame one of a single 
storey high with a garret, and not much larger than 
one of WombwelFs wild-beast caravans. The up- 
rights were morticed into strong beams, the lower of 
which rested upon four blocks of stone. Trunks of 
trees were laid beneath the house in order to act as 
rollers, and planks placed below and above them. 
The house was now wedged up till it was raised fipom 
its four supports, which were then removed, and 
the house lowered down upon the planks. Four 
steers were then yoked in pairs, and strong ropes 
&8tened to their chains, and tied to the house, which 
was then pulled to its new situation. This surely 
was a common occurrence, for a man was looking 
out of the window smoking a cigar all the time ; 
and there were very few on-lookers. Indeed I felt 
mudi disappointed at the insignificance of the opera- 
tion. Almost opposite to where the removal took 
{dace, I observed the following singular sign, ^< Pray 
and Play, sashmakers.**^ 

I now went to an old book-stand, and began to 
examine the books, but had not looked at many 
when the proprietor said to me in a peculiar sharp 
manner, ^* Don'^t handle my books in that way ; I 
guess you are no buyer. Many persons come here 
to look at my books, and whenever they find an 
<^portunity, put them in their pockets, and clear out. 
Ask what you want, and I wUl get it for you."" I 
said to him that he was a very rude bookseller,— 
that I myself belonged to the same profession in 
Scotland, and would not for the value of a book 
afiront a stranger as he had done me. After this he 
gave me toleration to look at them, but still anxious- 
ly watched me. 

I afterwards went into a bookseller'^s store, and 
looked at a number of Colbum^s novels, which were 
back-titled at double the prices asked. I requested 

G2 



76 KBW youk, and 

the store-keeper, who was lame, and had a cruteh, 
to tell me the trade-price. He eyed me very know- 
ingly, and said, ^^ I guess you are not a book* 
seller, but an impostor from the Old Country, no. 
mistake. I expect the Americans are wide awake, 
and not to be done by the like of you.**' I replied, 
" You insolent rascal, were you not a cripple and 
in your own shop« I would take the Yankee conceit 
out of you." There were two gentlemen in the 
store at the time ; and as I began to regret having 
got into a passion, I immediately added, '^ I thank 
you. Sir, for this sample of American civility,'" and 
walked away. 

I went into several other booksellers' stores, and 
occasionally got civil treatment ; yet even with 1^ 
best of them there was a disagreeable stiffness and 
dryness of manner that is quite unknown to an £din-» 
burgh bookseller. The prices asked were high. 

On my return home, I met the fire-engines going 
to work, and joined the throng; but I observed 
few of the citizens take any notice of the proces- 
sion. We ran nearly a mile, the firemen roaring 
lustily all the time through speaking trumpets, till 
we reached the fire, which was a very grand one. 
Several wooden and brick houses were soon burnt 
to the ground, and most of the furniture within them 
consumed. The engines were smaller than our 
Edinburgh ones ; but the firemen were very active, 
and deserved great praise. An ingenious method is 
adopted in New York to indicate the direction of a 
burning. A lanthom is &stened to one end, and 
two to the other, of a yard, which is then hoisted to 
the top of a mast placed on the roof of a house 
situated nearly in front of the C|1;y-hall, being ^^ost 
the centre of the city ; and the two lanthorp^r'poin- 
ted towards the fire.^ Several fires occur every slffht, 
and are not only very alarming, but render pro^py 
insecure. It is said, however, that few happen fH^ 
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accident ; but that the greater number are the work 
of incendiaries. Labourers and bricklayers are much 
blamed for this wicked practice, in order to create 
work, which is often very scarce. The poor blacks 
too occasionally get the blame; but indeed they 
would require to have pretty broad shoulders to bear 
the load of every thing that is laid to their charge. 

During the night I was twice awaked by the fire- 
bell and the noise of the firemen, but was too weary 
to get up. It was, however, no easy matter to fall 
asleep again ; for besides my old enemies the bugs 
and fleas, I now discovered a new one called a cock- 
roach, one of which I caught and slew, but the 
smell was offensive ; and though very numerous, I 
therefore touched no more of them. Indeed the 
water pitchers required to be cardEuUy covered to 
keep out these vermin. 

, Next forenoon I went to a court called The Ses-- 
^ions, where criminal cases vf^t% tried. It formed a 
part of ^the City-hall, and in the other divisions of 
the building were the civil courts, police-oflice, jail, 
&C. On entering the court-room, I observed the 
seats on the right hand were well filled, and in a 
small enclosure at the back of the room sat a num- 
ber of blacks ; but on the left there were only a few 
ladies, and I sat down beside them. They, how- 
<ever, withdrew themselves from me as if I was a 
serpent ; and on turning round I preceived the eyes 
of the whole assembly directed towards me. I was 
quite dumfoundered,* and wondered what crime I 
had committed in this free country to merit such 
treatment. The judge dispatched an officer towards 
me, and I really began to think he was going to 
make me the criminal. He came up to me and said, 
^^ You have committed a ^oss breach of decorum 
in sitting beside the ladies, and must instantly clear 
j0ttt. What is your business here '^'^ I replied that 
• \ wps a ^tranger^ and only came out of curiosity-^ 
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that I was ignorant of their customs, but would do 
what he desired me. He then ordered me to a seat 
beside the gentlemen. The court-room was pretty 
long but not so broad ; and nearly in the middle, 
betwixt the head and foot, ran a strong wooden rail, 
thereby forming the court into two divisions, the 
former for the lawyers, jury, criminals, &c. and the 
latter for the public. At the top of the room was a 
high bench, at which sat three judges without wigs 
or gowns, and at each comer below were two desks 
something like our precentors\ one on the left for 
male and the other for female criminals. 

The first case called was that of a person accused 
of stealing a steer. He was a good looking man, at 
least six feet high, and was put into the left hand 
box, which being a good deal raised and exposed to 
the view of the M^hole court, he, while sitting in it, 
reminded me very much of a coach-driver on his 
seat. He M^as dressed in a blue jacket and can* 
vass trowsers, and his brogue proved that he was 
an Irishman ; he seemed to be quite composed in 
his elevated situation. The names of forty-five 
jurymen were now called over, and fifteen drawn 
by ballot, to whom the oath dejideli admmistra' 
tione was administered, and they kissed a book 
containing the American Statutes — not the Bible, 
as is done in Scotland. The judge asked the pri- 
soner if he had any objection to the jurymen. He 
said he had none ; and the counsel for the people 
then read over the indictment, and the judge asked^ 
" Guilty or not guilty." " Not guilty,'" replied the 
Irishman. Witnesses for the prosecutor were now 
brought in, and the steer identified. The judge then 
asked the prisoner if he had any defence to state, 
and he replied thus : " Your worship, I came to 
this country, bad luck to it, expecting to gain 
something, but I have lost all that I brought wid 
me. 1 was going about the country seeking employ-. 
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ment ; but fait I could find none. Says I to my- 
self, Barney, you have wandered the wrong way 
when you left Oiild Ireland for the sandy desarts of 
America, bad luck to it. Well, I left Waterford 
(a little above Albany) to come here to get a ship, 
and in coming along met this steer. Says I to him. 
Fait are you too in want of a masther ? but the cra< 
thur said nothin\ Says I, I meant boss, and no 
offence ; and he nodded consent. Well, I was in 
want of a travelling companion ; but there is no 
companionship in this counthry, bad luck to it and 
them that wrote to me to come. I wish I were 
again at Waterford.'^ — " At Waterford above Al- 
bany ?^' said the judge. " No, in my own dear 
Waterford in Ould Ireland.-^-Says I to the steer. 
Will you come wid me ? and he came ; but I 
thought no good would come of keeping such com- 
pany. When we came to a plot of grass, I rested 
till he satisfied himself, and when we came to a 
bar-room, he stopped at the door like a Christian 
till I got a dhrop, and we sleeped together at the 
road-side. In this way we trudged till we came to 
New York, bad luck to it. I could not get board 
for myself, far less for my companion ; so said I, 
Friend, we must part. Having met a butcher who 
asked me to sell the steer, we went into a tavern to 
have a dhrop. The crathur waited on me at the 
door ; and when the butcher and I came out to 
him, that there fellow (pointing to a watchman) 
kicked up a row, and took us all three to the police 
office." The watchman now stated what had oc- 
curred, and the judge then asked the owner of the 
steer if he had any witnesses to prove the theft. 
He said he had none ; and after the judges had con- 
sulted a short time, the case was given up, and 
the prisoner dismissed with an admonition to go 
home to his own country. " Troth and you may 
be sure I'll do that/' repUed he. 
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On a subsequent day I went to hear an important 
case at the instance of a respectable merchant in Lon- 
don, against a person in New York calling himself 
Grosling, blacking manu&cturer to Louis Philippe. 
The defender (a Frenchman), it was alleged, for- 
merly-occupied a sale shop in London, and had got 
goods from the pursuer to sell on commission. He 
had been very regular in his payments, and gradu- 
ally got into the entire confidence of the pursuer, 
but had suddenly decamped, taking with him a great 
deal of money and goods belonging to the pursuer 
and others. No trace could be got of Gosling for 
several years, till a gentleman, who happened to be 
in New York on business, met him, and addressing 
him by the name he had formerly taken in London, 
he was at once recognisisd, and they both talked 
over old matters tc^ether. The gentleman now 
wrote to the pursuer that he had found his debtor, 
hut that he had changed his name to Gosling, and 
was making a great dash in New York. The mer- 
diant immediately came out, and brought two wit- 
nesses with him to identify the defender. Gosling, 
howevw, at the trial, brought forward two French- 
men, bodi in his employment, the one as carman, 
and the other his blacking bottler, to prove an etlM. 
Their evidence was objected to, on the ground that 
it was very contradictory, and that they were both 
in the defeuder'^s employment — ^but this was over- 
ruled ; and, though the witnesses for the English- 
man swore most distinctly as to the identity of Gq»- 
ling, the plaintiff was non-suited ! The decision ap- 
peared to me to be most iniquitous ; and I could 
not help thinking that the greater part of the jurjr 
were runaways and swindlers themselves ; and that 
they were afniid the result of this case might form a 
precedent which would operate against themselves 
^t some ;fttture time.^ 
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I went to the police-office, and heard several cases 
of drunkenness, rioting, &c. disposed of. A num* 
her of horrible looking wretches were brought up 
with broken heads, whites with black eyes, and 
blacks with white eyes. Indeed the scene alto- 
gether would match any police-office in the world, 
and I was very much surprised at the number of 
cases. 

Shortly after leaving the court, I observed a man 
like an emigrant drinking at a pump-well, and went 
towards him in the- expectation that he might be 
one of my shipmates ; but before I reached him he 
fell down. I immediately ran to his assistance and 
found him lying (jnite senseless, but with the help 
of two- others carried him to an apothecary'^s. He 
howev-er died in our arms, and had not enjoyed 
American freedom long. The scene was quite af- 
fecting ; yet almost no one enquired what was the 
matter, but passed us quite unconcernedly. One 
man however looked at our burden, and coolly said, 
** I guess he is dead,**^ and went away. We met 
several females ; but not one of them stopped to en* 
qiiire what was the matter. I thought what a dif- 
ference there was betwixt them and my own kind 
countrywomen, and felt quite disgusted at this ad- 
ditional sample of Yankee coolness. Indeed the 
Americans will neither serve the living nor the dead 
unless for dollars. Many accidents like the above 
arise by people drinking water in this warm climate. 
The water is also very bad and scarce ; and I saw 
men boring to the depth of 200 feet through entire 
sand without finding any thing but brackish water. 

Returning home, I met three of my former ship- 
mates, two men and the wife of one of them, who 
bad been very kind to me on the passage ; and I 
asked them to come and dine with me. I told my 
landlord that the lady was unwell, and therefore le^ 
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quested him to gire us our dinner in a private room. 
He said I might take them to my bed-room, and 
when the public dinner was over, would comply 
with my request. I led them up to my humble 
apartment, and began to apologize for it ; but the 
lady said no excuse was necessary, for the boarding 
houses were all alike miserable, and that she was 
afraid we had all been deceived, and should not have 
left Edinburgh. ** I have found,'' said she, " every 
thing dearer here 'than in Edinburgh, except fruit 
and tobacco. There is not a loaf to be got under 
6d, (3Jd. sterling) and one cannot get a private roooK 
to take bread and beer in unseen, but must sit with 
them on the street and be stared at. What a change 
from the comforts which the poorest enjoy in Edin- 
burgh r I tried to raise their spirits, and remarked 
that the country might turn out better than New 
York had done. We were supplied with the frag* 
ments of the general table; and when finished, I 
asked what was to pay. ^^ Four dollars,'' replied 
my landlord. We looked at one another in asto» 
nishment at this exorbitant charge ; and I resolved 
to give no more private dinners. 

I afterwards took a stroll into the country, and 
went the length of Kingsbridge, which connects tiie 
island of Manhattan, on which New York is si- 
tuated, with the main land. I expected to see soiae 
tasteful cottages with gardens, but was much disap^ 
pointed, for I saw none except frame-houses, some 
of which were white-washed or painted, and though 
gaudy at a distance, turned out to be very slim and 
uncomfortable on examination. Some of them were 
painted a dirty red, and others not at all, having 
thereby a very bare appearance ; and though there 
were several orchards, I observed nothing approach- 
ing to a tolerable garden. The soil appeared to be 
composed aknost entirely of sand, and the few cattle 
I saw were very lean. 
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I now crossed over to the New Jersey side of the 
Hudson river, and stopped in a tavern all night. 
Next morning I travelled to Hoboken, which is 
nearly opposite New York. The country had the 
same appearance as Manhattan Island — sandy and 
desolate. Being much exhausted with the heat of 
the sun, I stepped into a bar-room to get some re- 
freshment ; and the landlord gave me the following 
description of a duel which had been fought a few 
days before, and had terminated fatally to both par- 
ties : — " Two young cadets at the Military Aca- ^ 
demy at West Point (where I guess they practice 
rifle-shooting, to repel you Old Countrymen if you 
again come to tyrannize over us, no mistake), were 
a-sparking a gal [gallanting a girl] and having 
quarrelled about her, agreed to settle the dispute by 
the rifle, and dodge among the trees in that wood, 
and not to fire twice from the same spot. They 
were both good shots, no mistake, and fired several 
in this manner; but at last they both fell, shot through 
the head. Wasn't that slick r 

I re-crossed the river to New York in a steam- 
boat, on board of which were a number of gentry 
sitting under awnings, and enjoying the cool breeze 
on the river. The ladies were very showily dressed, 
and much resembled the French. Indeed they foU 
low the French fashions entirely in their dresses; 
and it is reckoned quite vulgar to have any thing 
British. On landing, I went into a frame bathing- 
house, moored a little distance from the shore, and 
got a refreshing bath, for which I paid sixpence. 

During the forenoon, I crossed the East River to 
Brooklyn, Long Island, which is situated on a 
rising ground, and looks showy at a distance ; but, 
like every thing American that I have seen, falls off 
upon examination. Many of the wealthy New York 
merchants live here, and are very exclusive. There 
were horse-nices to-day, and I went to see them> 
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but stopped a very short time, as the thing was al- 
together a caricature upon racing. The aristocracy- 
are very fond of this -amusement, and stake num- 
bers of acres and dollars upon the result. I after- 
wards walked a good way into the country, which 
looked better than either Manhattan or New Jer- 
sey ; yet, though there were some tolerable faimjs, 
the appearance of the country generally was bare 
and uninviting, the cattle lean, and the crops far 
from good. Indeed I saw nothing even approaching 
to an East LothiaSn farm. 

After returning to Brooklyn, I observed a monn- 
ment, said to have been erected to the memory of 
elcA'^en thousand martyrs ; and while reading the in- 
scription, a person tapped me on the shoulder, and 
said, " I guess, you are from the Old Country.'*' 
I replied. Yes, and asked what massacre had hap- 
pened here, for I had never read of it. " How ! 
possible !" said he, and began thus : ** All tlie 
American prisoners the Old Country people took 
during the war of independence were sent here, and 
confined in the holds of prison-ships lying at anchor 
in the river opposite to us, and fed upon rotten beef, 
mouldy bread, and stinking water, to force them to 
enlist with their enemies ; but they would not, and 
died in great numbers, and were buried where that 
dock is now built — on the digging for the foundation 
of which, the bones of eleven thousand persons were 
found, and buried under this monument. We had 
a grand procession of the trades and merchants in 
New York at the laying of the foundation-stone ; 
and each party had a leader, who gave a speech. 
I was in the Tammany Society, and our's gave us 
an eloquent address, recounting the hardships our 
forefathers had suffered in the cause of freedom.*** 
" Was your leader an American ?"' " No ; he was 
from England, and a schoolmaster.'' " Well then,'' 
\ said I, ^^ he would either be a bankrupt or a swind* 
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ler ; for no honest man would vilify his country iu 
that manner."' 

I went on board a large American frigate, lying 
at a little distance from the dock. She was some« 
thing like one of our 64-gun ships, but had only 50 
guns mounted in the waist, quarter-deck, and fore- 
castle, some of them long 12-pounders, and the rest 
carronades. Her decks were well holystoned, and 
the ends of the ropes on the quarter-deck and fore- 
castle coiled in the Flemish coil. Indeed she seemed 
to be in the best order, and ready for sea ; but her 
crew were composed of natives of every clime and 
nation, and had by no means the appearance of those 
of a British man-of-war. 

In going sdong the west side of East River, I 
went and examined a planing and feathering machine, 
driven by steam, for preparing flooring deals. The 
concern was very extensive, and the work well done. 
I afterwards inspected the slips used for raising leaky 
vessels to get their cargos livered ; and had the sa- 
tisfacticm of seeing a ship of several hundred tons 
towed on the frame and raised. There were five 
strong screws on each side wrought with four wheels 
and pinions, all increasing the power to each screw, 
besides the worm, which gave a tremendous pur- 
chase. The ship was lifted up with great ease, 
althoi^h she seemed to have several feet of water iu 
the hold, the frames to which the screws were at- 
tached being apparently strong enough to bear a 
vessel of a thousand tons. After this, I went and 
«aw the anchor and chain-cable manu&ctory and 
foundery. The hammers employed were driven by 
fiteam ; and the works were very extensive. 

During my visit to New York, one of the op- 
ponents of King Jackson, being on a canvassing 
tour through the States, was invited to a dinner 
which his frreuds here had got up for him. At 
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this dinner the company did not rise to take their 
departure, as is customary, so soon as they bad dft- 
voured their victuals ; but, the table being cleared, 
wine and spirits were introduced^ and a plate fiill of 
cigars placed before each guest, some ordering half 
a dollar'^s worth and some less. Smoking and fipt^ 
ting now commenced ; the hall was soon enveloped 
in a dense cloud, so that you could not recogniia 
any one at a little distance, and the juice of tbi 
tobacco was squirted in every direction without ]». 
gard to where it might fall. Some of our clothes 
were bedaubed with spittle ; but it would have been 
foolish to remonstrate in aa unmannerly compiany 
like this. Such a disgusting scene would hare beea 
suiBcient to cure the most inveterate smoker ; indeed 
I have known it to have this effect. 

S^cnday^ 1st September. — Exceedingly warm and' 
close. I had not yet got my shoes brushed since 
landing in this free country ; and on enquiring how 
I could get this done, I was desired to go to tiie 
street and seek a black. I soon found one^ havdog 
a number of slippers before him upon a board, a pair 
of which were handed to me, and my shoes soon 
" fixed," for which I paid sixpence. 

During the forenoon, I went to a church in Broad- 
way. Few were yet present ; and I went intd aa 
empty seat. Shortly thereafter, several females came 
to the same seat, and stared at me, but went ima 
one either before or behind me. I wondered what 
new offence I had committed, for the eyes of .lbs 
people assembled were all directed towards me ; and 
I was just preparing to leave the church, wheon a 
man came forward, and desired me to come out^ as 
I had taken the female side, and showed me the 
proper place. Aftier sitting down in this new aito^ 
ation, I observed several of the women who had 
formerly refused to come into the seat beside me. 
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leave the places they went to, and return to their 
own. I thought surely the American women must 
be chaste, when they will not sit and worship God 
beside a man. Their cheeks were, however, well 
painted, and like American scenery they looked best 
at a distance. This was a Methodist meeting ; and 
the singing was good ; but the preacher di^layed 
more zeal than knowledge, and bawled out unmerci- 
fully to ati inattentive audience, the sweat pouring 
down his face all the time. I went to another 
diurch in the afternoon, which was well filled. The 
separation of males and females was here also ;. and 
the latter were generally painted. 

Many of the shops were open during the day ; 
and any of the bar-rooms that I entered were filled 
wkh loungers smoking and spitting. Indeed, the 
bor-jrooms being the only places boarders have to 
sit in, they spend the day in loose and unprofitable 
tidk, or reading newspapers. A man of the middle 
ranks in Scotland, and of reflecting habits, will find 
himself far from home there. 

After church service on Sundays, the aristocracy 
of New York have an opportunity of attending 
eillier of two concerts held in gardens, one in the 
Bowery, called Vauxhall Gardens, the other in 
Broadway, a little beyond Broome street, on the 
same side with the Park. There are perhaps many 
4NQiers, but I do not know of them. The music 
is very mdodious ; and between the interludes, the 
bar-rooms are crowded. You are charged one shil- 
ling for refreshments, but nothing for the singers — 
tbe bar-keeper pays them. Smoking and spitting 
are carried on to a great extent.-— There are many 
castes, in New York : The highest, the aristocracy, 
are composed of the descendants of banished men 
or adventurers who have been successful in busi- 
ness, and left something behind them ; the neifit are 
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the sn^indlers, who, having cheated their creditors at 
home, are dashing away as merchants, har-keeperg, 
&c. ; the next are those clerks and shop-keepers 
\i'ho have been duped, and have come here in the 
expectation of getting high salaries and cheap pro- 
A'isions ; then the mechanics and labourers, who 
have been decoyed in a similar manner ; and lastly, 
the people of colour, who have been nominally em- 
ancipated from slavery, but are still under that de- 
gradation, being contemned by all the other castes, 
and made a butt of laughter, from the pulpit to the 
stage. The tail of the above castes imitates the 
higher orders in bar-rooms, drinking brandy at three- 
pence per tumbler, smoking and spitting, till the 
whole floor is bedaubed. 

This day I arranged the plan of my journey, and 
resolved to go first to Philadelphia, and travel from 
thence to the western country, with the view of fol- 
lowing out my original intention of purchasing land 
if advisable. I informed my landlady of my resda- 
tion ; and she said to me, " I guess you wont like 
this country. I expect you will return home, and, 
if you come this way, make our house your home. 
Our boarders say you are constantly writing — are 
you going to make a book ?^ I said I had then no 
intention of doing so. " Did you know a Mr Stu- 
♦•^rt who wrote a book .?" " No,'' I replied, " hut he 
lived in the same town as I did.'' " He flattered 
this country very much, and the Old Country people 
believed him; but I guess now. Sir, you wont.** 
" No, madam, I guess not." ** He went the whole 
hog; but we were too knowing for him, no mis- 
take." " Did you know him, madam ?" ** Yes, 
he boarded with an acquaintance of mine for a long 
time, and was a very quiet man, seldom going out,** 
1 said, ^^ Is his description of America and American 
plenty accurate ?" " Oh, no," said she, " the Yan- 
kees know better, and so must you. Indeed, though 
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I am an American myself, I must say that I have 
always found the Old Country men more honest and 
trust-worthy ; but have hardly found an honest 
American — they are the greatest cheats in the world, 
and laugh at you when they do so.^^ 

Shortly afterwards, one of my shii»nates, a cotton- 
spinner, called upon me. He sat down on the side 
of a bed, began to clasp his hands, and appeared to 
be in a mournful condition. He said, ^' I do not 
know what to do ; I have been at all the mills seek- 
mg employment, but can get none ; they were pay- 
ing off instead of taking in hands. I have offered 
myself for my meat, but no one will take me even 
on these terms. I have been deceived by these 
cursed travellers — ^my money is nearly all spent, and 
I cannot get back." I gave him a shilling to get 
some refreshment, and requested him to try and get 
the master baker and as many of our shipmates as 
possible, as I wished to give them a treat before 
leaving New York. He returned in the afternoon 
with upwards of a dozen of them, not one of whom 
had got employment, I shook hands among others 
with the master-maker, and asked what cheer. He 
s?iid, " I have applied to every master-baker in New 
York and Brooklyn for employment, but can get 
none. If I had half the money I spent in drink on 
the passage, I would return to Old Scotland and face 
my creditors. I would then be a new man ; but alas ! 
I am ruined. You used to write when I was play- 
hig cards, drinking, and boasting of America. Now 
I am miserable, and you have courage." I was quite 
vexed for the poor fellow, for I thought him an^ 
honest man at bottom, but entirely misled like 
many others by his enthusiasm for America. I tried 
to comfort him, but it would not do. " Oh," said 
he, *' we need not now deceive ourselves, we have 
been gulled by a pack of swindlers and hirelings " 

h3 
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I got a gallon of rum and some bread and cheese, 
and helped them round ; but nothing would raise the 
spirits of my companions, who were all downcast, 
with the single exception of a shoemaker from Glas- 
gow (now there). He said, " My brother wrote, 
me a very flattering letter regarding America ; and, 
haying read Stuart^s book and others, I got discon- 
tented in my good seat of work, sold off my furni- 
ture, and came out here with my family. On en- 
tering my brother^s wooden house, I found him sit- 
ting in a miserable room without almost any furni- 
ture, day-light shining through the crevices of his 
dwelling, and two or three pieces of wood bum^ 
ing on the hearth. After seeing the true state 
of matters, I accused him of hi^; perfidy, and we 
almost came to blows. The spirit of the devil 
appears to enter people who settle in this country, 
and I could not believe my nearest friends. I 
am, however, quite satisfied ; I have seen and felt 
what it is, and will now go home with my family, 
and be a contented man. I have already taken out 
our passage back.**' ** I ^-ish to God I could do 
that,*" said the master-baker. An Irish labourer was 
also in the company. He had tried almost every 
builder in New York, but could get no employment. 
At last I took an aflfecting farewell of them all. — Re- 
verting to the master bake^, a personage who cuts a 
distinguished figure in my Voyage, the Reader may 
probably wish to know something of his subsequent 
•career ; but I regret that I cannot supply the inform 
mation, as I never saw him jigain, nor learned any 
particulars regarding him. 

During the short time I remained in New York, 
I saw and helped many beggars ; but theirs is a 
poor trade here, for the Americans take all and 
^ive nothing. I saw plenty of ragged drunken peo- 
ple and prostitutes, but never observed a fiddler or 
aa organ-player on the streets. I however noticed 
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several broom-girls ; but their songs could not charm 
a cent out of an American. Indeed, I almost never 
heard a person sing as in Edinburgh. This country- 
seems to be like Trophonius'^s cave ; it soon humbles 
all who enter it. I have heard little conversation 
among the men but about dollars — ^little among the 
women but about sauce and dress. 

Next morning I went to the quay and saw the 
foreign emigrants lying on the streets exactly as be- 
fore. I afterwards dressed myself in my sea-clothes, 
which were not in the best condition, and tying a 
bundle on my back, crossed the Hudson to Paul's 
Hook, in New Jersey. 
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CHAP. III. 

Journey to Pennsylvania and Cincinnati. 

Paul's Hook is a small village of prepossessing 
appearance, but only at a distance. Some of the 
houses appear to be of brick ; but the greater part 
are of wood, some painted a dirty brown, and others 
white. The town is low-lying, sandy, and swampy^ 
Proceeding onwards, I had not gone far when I saw 
a garter-snake crossing the road. I killed it with a 
stone, and then examined it. It kept its beautiful 
dark glistening eyes steadily fixed upon me even in 
death ; and I could not help thinking that the Ame- 
ricans must have taken a lesson from the snake in 
the art of staring. 

New Jersey seems to be thinly inhabited ; the soil 
light and sandy ; and the trees stunted in growth. 
I crossed over many bridges, which were rural 
enough in construction, being formed by trunks of 
trees laid across the stream, with loose planks on Uie 
top, so that one would think a horse would be 
frightened to go across. I passed a large swamp 
called Cranberry Mai*sh, from the number of berries 
of that name growing on it ; also some '^ cleared 
spots^ seemingly deserted. Cattle were wandering 
in the woods, one of which had a box hanging to its 
neck in the form of an old canister. I observed 
several hogs with frames on their necks like those I 
had seen on Staten Island, also geese with frames 
of a different construction. 

Notwithstanding the extent of population in the 
large towns, very few travellers are to be met with 
on the roads. No schoolboy with his satchel, " creep* 
ing unwillingly to school^"" is to be seen ; nor mischie* 



PENNSYLVANIA. 93 

^"ous urchin peppering the apples that are sometimes 
to be found hanging so temptingly by the way-side. 
Indeed, in many long districts, it would cost some 
search to find a stone large enough to bring down an 
apple, ihe soil is so light and sandy. 

There is a striking difference in the construction 
of the roads in America from those one is accustom- 
ed to see in Britain. The former are kept in very 
bad repair, being full of deep holes, though the 
charge for road-money is very heavy. They are, 
however, sufficiently wide in some places. Few cot- 
tages are to be seen, and those that are, being either 
log or frame ones, shew that the inhabitants are not 
far removed from the condition of mere savages, 
whose huts are easily pulled down by their owners, 
and as easily constructed anew. There seem to be 
only four removes from the savage to civilized life in 
the structure of habitations, viz. Ist^The hut, 2d, the 
log-house, 3c2, the frame, and 4^A, the brick or stone- 
house. There is no attention paid to gardening ia 
America— no taste displayed as is generally the case 
in English and Scotch cottages— ^and they have all 
a comfortless and forbidding appearance. I never 
saw the garden of the sluggard so completely exem- 
plified as in America. 

Passing through a village, I saw a man upon a 
Tifooden platform placed before a white painted 
house, which had a hanging sign, with the words 
" Vanburgh'^s Home" upon it. The man had a 
large bell, similar to our police-cart bells, in his hand, 
and kept ringing loudly as he walked along and 
alonfr the platform. I saw numbers running into 
the house from different places, but did not join 
them. 

In an American village you will seldom see two 
houses connected, the reason of which I suppose to 
be, that in case of fire, the spreading of the flames 
among such combustible materials may be more 
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easily jHrevented. Entering another village, I ob- 
served a sign with die words ^' Burton's Home.*" 
Hunger had given me some courage, and I weoot 
into tibe bar-room, and called for spirits and water. 
A bottle and a tumbler, with a jug of water, were 
placed on the sill before me. There were about a 
dozen persons in the room besides myself, and I ob« 
served that each put into his tumbler as much li-* 
quor as he wanted, without measuring it. I had 
purposely waited to see how they acted in this par-> 
ticular, and now followed their example. The charge 
was 6d. (equal to our 3d). I asked if I could get 
any thing to eat, and a bed for the night. Tte 
baTrkeeper, giving me the usual stare, said he would 
enquire; and I sat down in the meantime on s 
bench outside the bar. No private apartments fiic 
the traveler here— every thing is done in publico 
i listened to the conversation going on, and found it 
related to an execution about to take place, at Trf»« 
ton^ €ii a man for killing his wife-— I thought thero 
had been no such thing as hanging in America. The 
bar-keeper returned and told me I should have the 
accommodation wanted ; and in a short time abmw 
dance of meat was placed before me by a woman* of 
colour. I ate in public, a circumstance which was new 
to me, as indeed was almost every thing ; and what 
made it more annoying was the perpetual staring of 
the company, who hardly kept their eyes off me a 
moment. When I had ^nished, I asked what was 
to pay, and was answered, a quarter-doUar. I then 
went out and strolled a short time among the woodsy 
where a constant chorus was kept up among the bull* 
frogs, the grasshoppers, and the crickets. I like- 
wise he^rd the blue jay screaming and the wood* 
pecker tapping, the sound of which last had a me^ 
lancholy enough effect ; also a snake rustling among 
some grass at my feet. The country, though loww 
fying, was rolling and undulating, the soil sandy and 
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marshy. Standing on a small Mil, I observed a 
cleared spot at a little distance. 

I next went into the fields, having climbed over 
» wofm-fence, and saw a man hoeing potatoes, 
which are planted by digging a large hole, and put- 
ting several whole ones into it. These holes are 
about four feet asunder in one direction, and six feet 
in another. As soon as the plamts begin to appeaar 
above the soil, or rather I should say the sand, fresh 
sand is hoed up around them, so that they stand 
in heaps of considerable siize, and resembling mole- 
hills. The same system is observed in planting In- 
dian com, several seeds being placed in one h^le, 
and sometimes three or four pumpkin seeds along 
with them. I have seen fields newly hoed in this 
manner laid as flat as if they had never been touch- 
ed, by the rains, which frequently descend in tor- 
rents ; so that the farmer has plenty of work, under 
a broiling sun, without corresponding remuneration. 
I may mention here one of the advantages, which 
most of our travellers have unaccountably overlook*, 
ed. It is this : The crows are very num^ous at 
times, and when they see the labourer busy plant- 
ting potatoes or Indian corn, they will watch till he 
goes away, 'and with mathematical precision go 
from hole to hole, and, as the soil is soft and sandy, 
very frequently eat up all the seeds, leaving nothing 
to the fEmner. Nor are these birds easily shot, for 
they are dexterous at dodging ; add to which, they 
are clothed in blacky whereas the Americans are 
famed only for taking aim at red. The man who 
was busily employed hoeing in the manner above de- 
scribed wore a broad-rimmed straw hat, which pro- 
jected over his shoulders, the rest of his dress being 
very ragged. Having accosted him, I ascertained 
that he was an Irishman, that he had- not been long 
in the country, had however travelled a good deal 
in it in search of employment, and- <m severed ocoa- 
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sions was necessitated to work merely for his boarcL 
Tbere are no beggars in America, say some of our 
travellers i He was more fortunate in his present 
situation, for he got four dollars a month besides hia 
board. He rose at three in the morning, breakfasted 
at four, dined at twelve, and supped at sun-down. 
His hours of employment, either in the fields or at 
other work, were from sun-rise to sun-down. He told 
me that he had often tried to save as much money as 
would carry him home, and hoped yet to be able to 
accomplish this before the fall ; for labourers and 
tradesmen cannot always work here in summer on 
account of the heat and the vermin, nor in winter 
for the cold, " bad luck to America,'' as he said. 

Returning to my home, I found a number of per- 
sons assembled, some of them conversing on politics 
and some on otJier things ; but the chief topic of dis« 
course seemed to be the " hanging-bee'' at Trenton. 
I had here an opportunity of observing the charac<» 
teristic features of the Americans. Their cheek- 
bones are prominent, their eyes small and sunken ; 
and their voice in pronouncing particular >vords has 
a peculiar nasal sound. They however speak very 
good English. Being recognized as an Old Couutry- 
man, a number of the group came towards me, and 
began putting questions about the War of Indq)en- 
dence. Of course I took the British side in the dis- 
cussion, pointing out that most of them were bom 
Britons, that they spoke the British language, and 
adopted the British law ; and that, after the mother- 
country had expelled the French from among them, 
and had driven back the Indians at a great expense, 
the Americans had refused to pay any part of ^ the 
outlay. " They had beaten us, however ;" this I 
confessed, but it was with our own men, many of 
whom had deserted us. Some of the battles were 
next exultingly alluded to ; I relied that I never 
had reason to blush on account of British cowardice^ 
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and instanced the naA''al encounter betwixt the Shan- 
non and the Chesapeake, — how the captain of the 
latter had ordered a dinner on an extensive scale 
when the engagement was over, and promised to 
bring a number of the officers of the Shannon to 
partake of it — how he desired his countrymen to look 
to him, which they accordingly did, and had the mor- 
tification to see the Chesapeake strike — and how the 
British captain took his opponent, along with his offi- 
cers, to Boston to dine there. I added, '' I think the 
dinner got time to cool." " But we beat you in 
the end,'' said one of them. " Only with our own 
men,'' I replied. The party were sometimes very 
angry with me ; and what seemed strange, I got no 
support from any one, those that did not oppose me 
maintaining a profound silence. Finding myself 
wearied, I dropped farther discussion, and went to 
bed, where, musing on this sample of American 
politeness, I fell asleep, and dreamt of home ; from 
which pleasing illusion, however, I was awakened 
by a person coming in beside me. There is little 
ceremony among travellers in America. 

Next day I pursued my route to Trenton. I fell 
in with a person in a waggon, who kindly oftered me 
a seat. Our discourse soon turned to the subject of 
the execution about to take place in that city. He told 
me that he knew the man well, — that his name was 
Charles Getter, and that he had had the misfortune 
to get a worthless woman with child. This woman 
had taken the law of him, as the saying is, and he 
was cast either to marry her or maintain the child. 
He was a poor worthless creature himself, from Ire- 
land, and as he could not keep the child^ he pro- 
mised to marry the mother, telling her, at the 
same time, that he was already engaged to another, 
and if she insisted on the fulfilment of his promise, 
he would assuredly murder her. She would have 
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him, however, " no mistake ;*" and they \rere not 
long married when he did murder her. He effected ' 
his purpose in this manner : She intended' to ^ 
some distance on a visit to a relation, and was pro- 
ceeding alone, when he intercepted her in the woods 
and killed her. When she was discovered to be 
amissing, her husband was taken into custody suid 
examined, but denied all knowledge of what had be- 
come of her. The body having been found, he wa» 
tried on suspicion, as he had so often threatened' 
the murder, and was ^^ cast,^ no mistake. My in- 
formant added, ^* He has since confessed his cringe, 
and you will have an opportunity of witnessing an 
execution in America.'' 

T found my companion to be very civil and in« 
telligent. As we occasionally passed a house -in 
ruins, I remarked to him in some instances that 
the form seemed deserted, when he would reply, 
** Yes ; the person who owned that farm struggled: 
long, but had to clear out at last. This New Jersey 
State is the poorest in the Union.'' — Nothing seems 
so miserable as a deserted log or frame-house ; it 
wants even the venerable appearance of a mud or 
turf-house. 

We now entered Trenton; houses wood; the 
town straggling. Among other signs above shop- 
doors, I observed the words " Notary-Public'* 
The inn to which my kind conductor took me wasH 
crowded with customers. Having gone out to view 
the pr^arations for the execution, I observed that 
the scaffold was of a very simple construction^ the 
upper boards being laid on the frame without any 
fastening. Two upright posts were placed at one 
end, with a beam across them. A plank was raised 
about a foot above the platform; and at the op- 
posite end a form was placed. A short ladd» 
readied the platform, which was very low. As this- 
was the day the sentence was to be carried into exe- 
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eutioo, a considerable crowd of people had arrived, 
some on horseback, many in wagons, alid most of 
all on foot. A guard of soldiers in blue uniform 
fiiced tFith red kept the people at a distance — not a 
single person as yet was on the scaffold. By and 
by« the procession was seen advancing. First came 
the sheriff on horseback; next the criminal dressed 
in white, and seated in a waggon between two t;on- 
stables ; and, lastly, another waggon containing a 
red-«tained coffin. When the procession reached 
the foot of the ladder, the sheriff first ascended, fol- 
lowed by a clergyman, behind whom came the cri- 
minal with the fatal rope round his neck. The two 
latter siit down upon the form, whrle the former 
stood With his face towards the crowd, and occa- 
sionally glancing at the apparatus of death* Mean- 
ivhile a solemn hyiim was beautifully sung, after 
which the sheriff came forward and said something 
to the ckrgyman, when the devotions terminated. 
It would Appear that there is no such office as that 
of hangman in America, as the sheriff, on this oc- 
ea&ion, performed the whole duties in person. He 
ascetided the plank along with the criminal, at- 
tached the rope to the beam, and then asked the 
prisoner how rtiuch fall he wished — z, compliment, no 
doubt, to the subject of a free state. The rope was 
now made fast by the sheriff-hangman, by whom the 
eap was next pulled over the culprif s eyes, and a 
handkerchief given to him as the signal. The sheriff 
then descended from the platform, mounted his 
horse, and rode thrice round the scaffold with a 
Watch in his hand, stoj^ng eadi time he c^me op- 
posite the prisoner, and saying on the first occasion, 
** You have thrcie minutes to live,'' again, " Two 
minutes,'' and lastly, " One minute," when he stood 
still. The signal then fell, and the sheriff pushed 
a pin or button with his foot, when the ibpe gave 
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way, and both the criminal and the plank fell to 
the ground. By the assistance of some soldiers, he 
was carried up and placed upon the form, while 
some one went and brought a new rope. This the 
sheriff, as before, placed round his neck, and he was 
supported, and once more stationed on the plank. 
The sheriff next made fast this new rope to the 
beam, and afterwards again mounted his horse, rode 
round the scaffold as before, and saying " You 
have one minute to live," made another pause. 
Apparently the criminal did not hear the words, for 
he did not drop the handkerchief, nevertheless the 
sheriff pushed the pin, and the plank fell from under 
him. After hanging about half an hour, the body 
was lowered down by the sheriff, and then placed 
in a cofBn. 

I now took the road to Burlington. I observed 
a horse picking up a scanty morsel of grass by the 
way-side, with a pole hung round his neck, the ap- 
pearance of which put me in mind of Gambado, who 
made use of a pole of this description to prevent 
his horse from stumbling. Having enquired the 
meaning of this from a person passing, he replied, 
" To keep him from leaping.'' A little farther on, 
I saw a hog standing on the road with a frame of 
a different form from what I had yet seen round his 
neck. He had got a large snake, which he grasped 
by the middle, in his mouth ; and as the reptile 
writhed itself at either extremity, the effect produced 
was very much as if the hog had horns. I stopped 
and looked at him ; he was pretty large but lean*. 
He held his head erect like a soldier, and seemed 
quite conscious of his own importance, the snake still 
writhing itself from the corners of his mouth, and 
forming many a curve, till at length the hog divided 
it in two, and bolted it. 

Arrived at Burlington, I had again to stand in 
defence of Britain in a bar-room. Her crimes were 



I 
\ 



.J 



PENNSYLVANIA. 101 

I9pread out before me in formidable array ; but ^ 
justified her in almost all her acts, My kind friend 
the shoemaker from the Candlemaker-row, whom 
I visited in New York, had told me, that in tra- 
velling over the Union I ought never to quail be- 
neath an American stare, but to retort on my an- 
tagonists every hard word spoken against my country, 
for that this was my safest plan, as the Ahiericans, 
though proud, boastful, and rude, were generally 
cowards at bottom. I had thus been timeously put 
on my guard ; and this was the second occasion I had 
to put the lesson in practice. Supped again in the 
public bar-room, and am now getting better ac* 
quainted with the customs of the country. 

I now entered the State of Pennsylvania, having 
crossed the Delaware in a horse ferry-boat. These 
boats are exceedingly flat-bottomed, and have a plat- 
form at either end, which folds up by meatis of hinges 
when cattle are on board ; and, on reaching the oppo- 
site shore, one of these platforms is lowered down on 
the pier or bank, by \yhich means the cattle are landed 
in the greatest safety. Two horses, which propel the 
boat, are stationed in a square gang-way, having 
their traces fastened to strong posts. They move 
their feet, without advancing, on a horizontal wheel, 
which is thus turned round, and in its revolution 
puts in motion other machinery, by which means thte 
paddle-wheels on either side, like those in our o^n 
steam-boats, are driven round. 

The alluvial soil on the banks of the Delaware 
produces good Indian corn, wheat, and rye ; but the 
fields are often inundated by the river overflowing 
its banks, and carrying wooden houses, wooden 
bams, and wooden fences along with it, thus laying 
the whole bottom-land waste, and bringing ruin 
upon the farmer. The receding of the waters, hbw- 
ever, leaves a rich sediment, which produces good 
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crops for several years in succession, without much 
labour, and without any manure ; and the happy oc- 
cupant never dreams of a similar calamity occurring^ 
again, though in all probability, after the lapse of a 
few years, he also is hurled to destruction. 

I crossed the Scuylkill on a wooden covered 
bridge having a pontage-gate, the charge of which 
is, for a foot-passenger 3 cents, a horse 8d. a two- 
horse or two-steer waggon Is. I inspected here 
some saw-mills used for cutting lime-stone into 
slabs, which resemble our coarse marble. Several 
houses in New York are built of these slabs, and 
have a pretty appearance. The country seems to 
abound in this mineral; and I saw men burning 
some of the stones with wood, for the purpose of 
making lime, having no kiln for the purpose ; but 
the process seemed tedious and laborious. The 
country is greatly clearer of wood, and more popu- 
lous, than New Jersey. It is, however, very- un- 
dulating, and the soil sandy, and seemingly prolific 
\ in what are called Canadian thistles, which cer- 
tainly emigrate to the Southern States in great 
numbers. 

I went on to Lancaster, which is said to be the 
first place in the Union for manufacturing sv/ords ; 
and I heard it remarked that the sword-blades made 
here were even superior to those of Damascus. 
Having taken up my residence in a bar-rooni, or 
" home'' as it is called, at sun-down a number of 
the workers in iron came in to get some drink. I 
was recognized as having come from a land of sla- 
very ; and one of the men said he wished much that 
America would go to war with England. I simply 
asked him if he really thought America would send 
an army to invade Britain, and took little farther 
notice of the conversation. 

Next day I proceeded to Philadelphia. This 
town covers a great space of ground ; several of the 
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streets are much too wide, and others very narrow. 
People of colour are more numerous here than in 
New York ; and the people in general seem more 
civil. Though the stores are well filled with goods, 
there is not the same bustle of business as in the 
town above mentioned. Observing a sign with the 
words, " Ale sold here,**' I went into the house and 
got a tumbler of that liquor, for which I was 
charged threepence. A person having come into the 
bar-room with the skin of his face all broken out 
into a solid scab, I asked the bar-keeper what was 
the matter, and was told that it was a distemper 
called the ringworm, which is sometimes very preva- 
lent in summer, but generally disappears when the 
cold weather sets in. Though very troublesome, 
however, it is not a dangerous disease. 

Next morning I went to the court to hear the 
trial of a case of singular hardship to an importer of 
goods. It appeared that some officious person had 
given information at the custom-house that a certain 
vessel contained a quantity of smuggled goods. The 
custom-house officers accordingly opened every pack- 
age and bale in the ship, in consequence of which a 
great many valuable articles were destroyed, and 
some carried off; but, after using every liberty, the 
officers discovered nothing except what was regu- 
larly entered in the manifest. This action was 
therefore raised at the instance of the owner of the 
vessel, for damages on account of the loss he had 
sustained, but was decided against him, upon the 
ground that the officers of the customs had only done 
their duty, having been misled by the information 
they had received. 

I called upon several booksellers in the town ; 
and I may here remark, as a singular circumstance, 
that I have not seen a copy of Franklin's Life or 
Works since I came to America. I happened on 
one occasion to ask for a sight of a directory, and 
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the shopke^r had the Assurance to demand 6d. for 
the inspection, which I afterwards understood is the 
Mmmon charge here. Walking along the shore, I 
ebderved some men standing found a barrel, the two 
^ds of which were out, but their place supplied by 
a piece of cloth tied round, and which had been fiiink 
iii the Delaware all night. I ascertained that it 
1^8 used as a trap to catch eels, a hose being placed 
at either end by which the eels might creep in, 
but so constructed as to prevent them from escaping 
after they had entered. The barrel being rolled to 
dotne distance from the beach, one of the ends wtm 
opened, and it was quite astonishing to see the num- 
ber of eels that had been caught. 

I went to the land-office, with the third num- 
ber of Chambers' Information for the People in my 
ecket, to enquil'e what lands were for sale in the 
ighlands of Pennsylvania, intending to go and look 
at them before making a purchase. A person handed 
ttifR a pamphlet, thicker than the Edinburgh Review, 
entitled " State-lands for sale for arrears of taxes,'* 
soine in every township of Pennsylvania. This was 
something I did not expect, as I had thought there 
were no taxes in America. 

Not being able to find any trace of a person I 
wished much to see, I left Philadelphia, and pro^ 
ceeded to Baltimore. This seems to be a greater 
place of traffic than the town I had just left. The 
streets are narrow, the water bad; rats very nu- 
merous, and flies exceedingly annoying. I called 
at the carpet-factory to enquire for my old ship- 
mate the weaver from Bannockburn. I found he 
had got no employment there, as many of the hands 
wei^fe being paid off; nor could I trace what had 
become of him. The day was so oppressively hot, 
that the people were obliged to refrain from work- 
ing. I fell in with a Mr Wilson from Edinburgh, 

h^^^uipet in Georgia^ who pressed me much to coiiie 



PENNSYLVANIA. 106 

and spend the winter with him at his plantation. I 
promised to do so, if I found it convenient. This 
country is undulating, the soil sandy and barren ; 
many deserted fanns, and log-houses in ruins. 
Thistles, swamps, bull-frogs, grasshoppers, crickets, 
snakes, and mosquitoes, are to be found in abun« 
dance. I had here the luxury of sleeping in a bed 
with gauze curtains to keep out the vermin. 

I now proceeded on the road to Washington ; 
soil sandy, gravelly ; many people of colour hoeing 
Indian corn in the fields. Saw several marshes of 
considerable extent, upon which excellent cranber- 
ries are produced. In approaching the capital, in- 
stead of the country improving, it appears to be- 
come more desolate, the emigrating thistle being 
the most thriving plant to be seen. The city is very 
much scattered, many of the streets running at right 
angles to each other, and exceedingly wide ; many 
of the store-windows shut, and the stores themselves 
apparently empty ; cows wandering in the streets, and 
picking up a scanty morsel. Congress was not sit- 
ting, and I saw very few people stirring. This seems 
to be a fit place for fever and ague, the thermometer 
being now at 97? while in winter it is said to sink 12 
degrees below zero — a variety of climate which none 
but an American constitution could stand. Indeed 
even among them it would appear that the deaths 
are very numerous, as the grave-yard, to which I 
now directed my steps, can testify in language not to 
be mistaken. I copied several inscriptions on the 
monuments, many of the words of which, I thought, 
were wrong spelt; but on afterwards mentioning 
this to a bookseller, he assured me that it was our 
method of spelling which was erroneous. In con- 
firmation of this he shewed me a dictionary by one 
Webster (I think), an American lexicographer, and 
exhibiting Johnson'^s at the same time, desired me 
to compare the two. I did so ; and, oh shade of 
Johnson ! how wouWst thou have blushed to fee 
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fhyself convicted of spelling so egregioiisly wroiig ! 
While thus busy surveying kni reading the epi- 
taphs, I perceived another person cofne in and fol- 
low my example ; I knew by his features that he 
was not an American. Another person followed, 
and addressing the first, said, ^^ You will find many 
a name of great celebrity here, Sir, for this is the 
place where the members of Congress are buried ; 
and if you are in the habit of reading the news* 
psqpers, you will recollect many of them, no mistake. 
I guess you are from the Old Country." ** You 
are right there," replied the Englishman ; " but in- 
deed I have not yet seen a name that I can bring 
to my recollection." " I calculate you read the 
papers." " I do," he replied, " but still I cannot 
bring one of them to my remembrance." " There,'' 
said the American, ^^ lies one that was k splekidcid 
orator, and an ardent lover of liberty— but, poor 
man ! he is gone." " But I never heard of hito 
till now," continued the Englishman. " There 
must be some mistake," said the r^ublican ; ** No," 
answered the monarchist, " there is no ihistake." 
Jonathan stared as in surprise, ^nd the Englisbmaoi 
without ceremony turned upon his heel and left him. 
I now accosted my countryman, telling him where 
I had come from, and soon found that he had as 
poor an opinion of American institutions and Ame* 
rican manners as I had myself. 

Really the British must have had a great deal of 
trouble in burning this town of Washington, be- 
cause, as the buildings are so isolated, they would 
require to have applied a match to every individual 
house. It is no wonder, then, that they so soon tired 
of the work ; though no doubt, from the materials of 
the houses being of wood and completely dried by 
the heat of the sun, the conflagration oilce b^on 
would go on with great rapidity. I slept again m 
a gauz^-curtained bed, the bull-frogs and graashep* 
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pers constantly keeping up my attention witL their 
never-ceasing chor4as. 

I now set out to cross the Potomac intp Virginia, 
purposing to visit Mount Vernon^ formerly the seat 
of the great Washington, and where his remains are 
deposited. The &rther you go south, the people of 
colour appear more numerous. The country here ia 
sandy and gravelly, having the appearance as if the 
soil was exhausted ; tiie trees stunted in growthw 

The roads leading to Washington House are- is 
miserable repair, the fences in a dilapidated condi^ 
tion, and every thing around &st hastening to de- 
CBif. The house itself is of wood;. but sanded over, 
as^ many others are, which gives it the appearance^ 
at a little distance, of being built with stone.. 
Around tha mausoleum a few trees are planted, but 
sadly mutilated by the visitors lopping off sprigs. 
The door of the vault is broken ; and I should not 
wonder if the Goths and Vandals who visit it were 
to carry off the very bones "bf the patriot^ if they 
were once to effect an entrance. The Americans 
scarcely ever allude to Washington'^s exploits ; his: 
memory is revered by strangers, but not by his own. 
countrymen. The estate has long been in the mar« 
ket for sale, at the instance of his imbecile succe&-. 
sor ; but as the land (or rather I should say sand, 
or gravel, for I have hardly yet seen any thing that 
can be called land) appears quite exhausted, he ha* 
as yet got no adequate ofi^er. I understand ha 
wished to sell the property to the State^ but the 
proposal was declined. He now purposes. to dispose^ 
of the whole by lottery — ^house, grounds, his great!, 
ancestor's ashes, and all-^and as the Americans are 
so fond of trying their luck, or ^^ calculating,'** a^s 
they say, I should not be surprised if he were to 
succeed by this manoeuvre, as, by tberisk of a mere> 
trifle, there woi\ld be a- chance. of ojbtaining ihe. 
whole. 
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I now commenced my journey to the Highland)^ 
of Pennsylvania, otherwise the Alleghany Moun- 
tains, so gloriously described in Chambers' work. 
I passed through a barren country, few houses to 
be seen, and those few either log or frame ones. I 
crossed many a bridge of the most primitive con- 
struction, the roads in many places being unfit for 
either horses or waggons. I carried along with me 
a pocket compass, a telescope, and a good map, where 
towns were laid down of which not a house was 
built. 

I am getting familiar with the nasal sound of 
voice and the high cheek-bones by which an Ame- 
rican is so easily identified. Every generation de- 
scending from the ancient stock exhibits a gradual 
assimilation in voice and features to the Indian. 
Though the country abounds in stone, the people 
seldom or never think of building M^ith that material. 
As to mud or turf houses, I saw nothing of the sort 
to build them with, sand being always predominant ; 
yet, for all that may be said against turf-houses or 
hovels, they are really more comfortable than an 
American log-house. The log-house is constructed 
of trunks of trees in the round state, but partly 
squared, and notched at the ends to prevent them 
from rolling off. No nails or even pins are used, 
and if there be a curve in any of the logs, the va- 
cant space is filled with rags or sand, lime being 
very scarce, and there being no other substitute. 
The fire-place is generally built with rounded stones 
in the form of a pyramid, broad at the base and 
gradually narrowing towards the top of the roof, 
where it terminates in a single stone. The open 
spaces allow free ingress to the wind from whatever 
quarter it blows ; and from the quantity of smoke 
thereby dispersed through the house, the inmates 
are as thoroughly smoked as if they were red her- 
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rkigs. No tiles or thatch are used for the roof — 
only wooden boards. 

When about to cross the Skinnado river in a wag- 
gon, over a wooden covered bridge, the driver and 
myself were in earnest conversation, and giving 
little heed to the state of the road, when suddenly 
both our horses, perceiving a wide breach in the 
planks of the bridge, two of which had given way, 
dexterously cleared it with a spring. One of the^ 
horses of another waggon had fallen through shortly 
before, and was now lying dead in the river. These 
bridges, as formerly described, ar« exceedingly frail 
and insecure; but until such time as an accident 
like what I now saw occurs, no one ever thinks of 
mending the decayed or broken planks, though there 
are trustees whose duty it is to look aft^ such mat- 
ters. 

Went on towards Williamsburgh ; soil stoney, 
sandy, and very barren ; trees stunted ; country 
wild, and seemingly deserted ; Canadian thistles 
abounding. Arrived at the town, I fell in with 
a gentleman who was about to proceed to Bedford, 
in this State. He put many questions to me regard- 
ing the Old Country, which I answered as fer as I 
could. He was apparently above 60 years of age, 
of Irish extraction, and had served under Washing- 
ton — ^his name was Williams. He told me that the 
present race of Americans had degenerated much 
both in physical energy and morality from those of 
his younger days; the present generation having 
no other idea than how to make dollars, dollars, no 
matter by what means. I remarked to him that 
the horses, even though covered with a harness of 
thongs, seemed to suffer much from the bite of the 
insects; and he confessed that they were a great 
annoyance, and asked me if they were not as trouble- 
some in my own country. I said, '^ No, for their 
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bite has drawn blood from me here, while in Britain, 
however teazing, they very seldom bite." He told 
me that he had often to desist 6x>m working in the 
fields on this account, and at night was frequently 
obliged to kindle a fire at the door of his house to 
prevent the insects from entering ; they were a great 
plague certainly, " but,'' he added, " we are acoi». 
tomed to nothing better.'' — My hands and face now 
blist^ed with the heat. 

Journeying onwards with the waggoner, one of 
our horses having cast his shoe, we had to stop at 
a smithy to get a new one. The ferrier was ^i- 
gaged shoeing a steer, which he performed in diis 
manner : The steer was dragged into a frame where 
he had little room to struggle, and his head and 
horns pulled over a block of wood fixed to the frame. 
Another block was fastened down at the back of 
his head, and wedged so that he could not move it, 
yet had sufficient room to breathe. A frame, some- 
what like our butchers' killing-stools, was put under 
his belly, and made fast by a chain at the two cor- 
ners on one side of the animal, and other chains 
were hooked to a beam on the other side. This 
beam, being rolled round with a lever, held up the 
animal in such a position that its feet scarcely touched 
the ground, so that it had not the power to move. 
A noose was then made fast to the ancle of the foot 
intended to be shod, and hauled up and made fast to 
a cross-q>ar on the frame. The smith then put on 
a piece of iron shaped to answer the curve of die 
hoof, but only on the outside ; the shoe was nailed 
on exactly like those of our horses. I observed one 
of the steer's ancles bleeding from the tight IftHhmg 
and hammering. 

This process over, the smith re-entered the smitiby ; 
it was built with logs, the floor being composed of 
loose boards. He wore a broad-brimmed straw-liat, 
and a red flannel shirt ; his language and features 
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w«*e those of a regular Yankee. His stodc of iron 
was very poor ; the anvil had lost its node ; the 
vice and also the bellows were miserably bad ; and 
he had only one pair of tongs and two hammers, 
one of which my companion took up, and he the 
other, and both wrought together in hammering out 
the iron, till the shoe we required was fsishioned. 
Charred wood was used instead of ooal. Hav- 
ing asked the smith whether he followed Taplin's 
or Lawrence^s system of farriery, he turned round, 
and giving me the real Yankee stare, (which I 
returned) said haughtily, '^ I guess I knoM* my 
business better than to require instruction from any 
book.^^ I replied that he certainly had the advan- 
tage of our farriers, who generally consulted all the 
bc^ks on the subject within their reach. The shoe 
.being now put on, my comrade placed the old on^ in 
tiie waggon, iron being a scarce commodity, and we 
drove on. 

Having informed my companion what was the ob- 
ject of my journey, and read to him Chambers^ ar- 
ticle on the subject, he said ^' It is very slide ; and 
as I have many maple trees myself, ainl sometimes 
make maple sugar, you shall see the process^ and 
.also tibie trees themselves, and the soil which rears 
them. There are two kinds of maple trees, the hard 
and soft, no mistake ; but I will explain everything 
to yott, and shall be very happy if you come and 
aettle, for our country is far too thinly peopled. 
Well, then, maple sugar is made when the imow ax^ 
ice begin to break up, and the buds first make their 
appearance. A hole is bored into the stein witli an 
augre ; in this hole a spout is inserted, and the sap 
flows out into a wooden trough. It has an insipid 
taste in this rude state ; and one may figure the at- 
tention required to be bestowed, when I mentii^ that 
one man has frequently to attend to a hundred 
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and twenty trees, though considerably distant fhnn 
each other. Another person gathers wood for faet, 
and superintends the boiling, adding mere liquet as 
it evaporates, till it acquires the colour and consis- 
tence of molasses. The labour is incessant, the 
workmen having to perform their duties day and 
night, generally up to the ancles in snow ; and' they 
have temporary huts erected called shanties, to which 
they occasionally retire for repose. After every 
thing is prepared, and the operations commence^ 
should the frost set in, no more sap will flow again 
from the tree during that season ; for the sap dries 
up also in the spring time, so soon as the bud begins 
to open ; so that the process of maple-sugar making 
seldom lasts a week even in the most fevourabte 
seasons. Such is the labour and precarious nature 
of the process, that many people take tea without 
sugar from year to year rather than be at the trouble 
of manufacturing it. The soil in which the trees 
grow is sandy and marshy ; and however beautiful 
the sugar may be, as reflected in the mirror of Chank^ 
bers' pages, it is in reality nearly as dark as negro- 
\ head tobacco, and the making of it as disagreeable-a 
business as can be conceived." 

My new acquaintance having taken me to see his 
place, where I spent a night, was exceedingly anxK 
ous that I should settle m this quarter, and I for 
my own part was as far from being satisfied as ever. 
It is an extraordinary circumstance throughout Ame- 
rica, that every one is willing to part with his pro- 
perty, so that a person of capital may set himself 
down anywhere. 

Having left this kind person, I w^at onwards to 
Somerset. After living for some days on salted 
j>ork- and salted shad, I was glad to hear some one in 
the inn give orders to kill a goose for the use of the 
company. Several other persons had preceded me 
in the bar-room, and I observed some individuals wha 
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IumI lost an eye, and some wanting part o€ tbeir nose^ 
80 that I now considered mysdf among a new peo- 
ple^ although they spc^ English fluenUy. Looking 
ant at the window, I observed a man bringing the 
goose, which he laid on a plank outside the house ; 
and, a woman of colour having taken hold of the 
feet, he laid another board over its shoulders, to 
prevent the wings from flapping, and then decapita- 
ted tha poor bird with one stride of an axe. In a 
^hort time the dinner-bell rung, and we sat down 
to a hasty meal, in which, as usual, there was little 
.ceremony and no conversation. It is very common 
among the Americans to belch much after eating 
heartUy — and no wonder, far tl»y literally gorge 
themselves. I think there is not so much substance 
in Ammcan victuals as in those of Britain, howev^ 
much our travellers and those Letters which are said 
to be writti^i by persons in America may boast ; 
for I have often (A>served that I soon got hungry 
after partaking of a siibstantial meal. I am inclined 
to believe that most of the specious letters above al- 
luded to are fabrications got up by interested indi- 
viduals, as the farm-steadings and soil of which they 
speak so favourably can in no degree be compiured 
with those of our own country. 

In passing by a mill, on a Saturday, it occurred 
to me to ask for lodgings from the miller, who rea- 
dily granted my request. He seemed to be in a 
thriving way, having different stones for grinding 
wheat, rye, and Indian com. A number of fsurmers 
were waitiug their turn, some having a bushel and 
acnne more or less to grind. I observed that before 
the grain was put into the happer, the miller laid 
uside a tenth as the price for grinding or multura 
No credit is allowed; — the poor farmer has fre- 
quently to come a distance of twdlve miles, over bad 
reads,, with a b«ishel of grain on a horse'^s back at the 
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end of a week, to get it ground. I have iseen Aot- 
thing yet very tempting in the life of a farmer. 

One day I came to a toll-place where there was 
no gate, but in its stead a large stone suspended by 
a rope from a beam across the road. I had often 
seen a portcullis before, but this was really one of 
a novel fashion. Our waggoner, when we came up 
to this machine, bawled lustily to the tdl-keeper, 
who, after detaining us tiH he found it convenient?, 
received his dues, a tenpenny piece, and hauling the 
stone aside, permitted us to move on. 

In wending my way along these Alleghany monnv 
tains, which are not very lofty but rather undulating, 
as every part of the country I have yet seen is, I 
found the roads very miserable. Indeed it is quite 
a pleasure to travel on foot in comparison with the 
cruel punishment of being compelled to ride. I fell 
in with a waggon loaded with lumber, that is, pieces 
of wood called clapboards, which are used for build- 
ing frame-houses. One of the steers had iallen^ and 
the road being so narrow, it would have been no 
easy matter for any other vehicle to pass. One of 
the animal's hoofe was nearly off, and the blood was 
oozing from it. The driver, a true Kentucky man 
with one eye, was swearing prodigiously, and apply^ 
ing the lash to the poor beast most unmercifully. 
It made several attempts to rise, but was unsucces*- 
ful ; upon which its master, cursing like a rufBan, 
unloosed the frame from its neck, and unyoking 
the other steer also, took out a clasp-knife, and 
seizing the lame one by the horns, hauled back 
its head, and drew the knife across its throat. 
He then separated the wind-pipe, and still haul* 
ing back the head till his knife reached the spine, 
he cut it through also, thus shewing himself a 
complete master in the art of butchery. He then 
set to work skinning it, as Major Dugald DalgeKy 
did his horse ; and having made a small hole> which 
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he afterwards enlarged, I enquired the reason, and 
was answered that he would incur a fine if detected, 
.unless the hole was a certain size. The steer was 
-soon disembowelled and quartered, and the wag- 
gon-load taken off and piled on the way-side. The 
pieces of the carcase were- then put into the waggon, 
the other steer being again yoked, and the vehicle 
drove on. These animals, I may remark, are very 
faithful, but are generally exceedingly ill-used by 
. their savage masters. 

I went on to Greensburgh, meditating on the scene 
- of brutality I had just witnessed, and thinking of 
tiie Man and the Dead Ass so pathetically de- 
• scribed in the Sentimental Journey. The country 
-here poor, sandy, stoney, and gravelly — nothing like 
what Chambers would lead one to suppose; log 
and frame houses and whole farms apparently de- 
serted ; Ihe Canadian. thistle with its prickly blades 
thriving prodigiously. 

Going along, I observed a woman plucking the 
feathers from live geese, of which there might be 
about twenty in a pen — the process appeared to me 
to be very painful. When the old feathers are ta- 
ken off, the new ones are already formed. The 
woman told me that these birds shed their feathers 
every two months. An ordinary sized bed filled 
with the feathers of live geese rarely exceeds twenty- 
four pounds weight; and many of them are so soft, 
•that I have sometimes fancied myself lying in water. 
Like the hogs and other animals in America, geese 
generally forage for their own victuals ; and in witt- 
.ter, the woman said, they frequently make their ap- 
pearance in the barn-yard, but never in summeiu 
Probably they know that they shall be plucked when 
•they come there ; and it is not easy to get hold of 
them wiien that operation is to be performed. 

In going forwards to Pittsburg, I fell in with 
.what is called a tramp, that is, a tradesman in quest l 
of employment. He was from Birmingham in Eng« 
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.land, by profSession a moulder of iroo» and had beim 
.in the country mcure than two years. He bad 
i wrought in New Yodk^ Philadelpbia, 
and also Boston, but could never get constant 
idoyment ; and was now on his way to try Pittsbnry, 
.Ae Birmingham of America. Like myself, he had 
been induced to visit America from the flattering 
accounts given in certain books and newspapers, 
and was miserably disappointed. He had left a 
wife and family in England, intending, so mkm as 
he saved any thing, to send for them to come out 
and join him ; but he was still as far from being 
able to do this as the first day he landed. What 
with the want of empli^rment and living in board- 
iag-houses, he could hardly maintain himsetf ; and 
unless his wife coukl procure a sufiBcient sum to 
bring him home, there was little prospect of ihm 
ever meeting again on earth. This person was of 
great service to me, and took me through several of 
'the founderies. He had got no employment when I 
left. 

Conversing with a founder, I asked him if the 
American iron was inferior to that of Britain, as I 
perceived by the tariff that 25 per cent, was charged 
on OTU* pig-iron, and on the manufactured article 
50 per cent. He said the British iron was superior ; 
and that none of the establishments g^ieraUy in 
Aimmca could compete with those of Britain. The 
want of capital was one great drawback, and the 
fluctuating nature of the government another. When 
the prendency of Jackson is at an end, another wifl 
succeed, whose views may be diametrically op|K>8ite. 
JTadkson, who exercises more despotic power than 
the King of Great Britain, when he first entered 
upon his presidentship, cashiered every person who 
held office und^ his predecessor down to the vety 
culler of ektp-boards. The gentleman who tokl me 
dw (and I have heard it often eonfirmed) though 
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an American, was kind and frank with me, and intrd^ 
dticed me to various houses, where I had an oppor- 
tunity of witnessing the swinging on rocking chairs, 
4spitting on the carpet, puffing away with cigars, and 
^e genteel attitude of cocking up the feet higher than 
the head, of which I had only previously heard. 

I next proceeded to Wheeling, and crossing the 
Ohio, saw the famed Caushot Rapids, in which I could 
perceive no heauty. I fell in with a party of Mono- 
nites, religious zealots, who seem to hold rather 
Quixotic opinions on several subjects, one of which 
is the doctrine of propagating their species in comu 
mon. They had come from Boston, New England, 

* and were journeying to Indiana, their promised land, 
and which they firmly believe they shall one day ia- 
herit. Three two-steer waggons were employed to 

'Convey the party, consisting of three families with 

fourteen children, and their scanty luggage; and 

several cows followed in their train. As I wished to 

•see Birkbeck'^s Settlement, with the view of judging 

whether it would suit me as a place of emigration, 

* I joined the groupe, and kept company with them 
for two days. As I did not come to America te 
make proselytes, I thought it unnecessary to combat 
any of their opinions, and have little doubt, before 
I left, that they set me down for a convert. They 
were very intelligent people, and exceedingly kind 
to me. 

Having reached Illinois, I learned that Birkbeck, 
notwithstanding the plausible statements in his 
Letters, had lived to see a capital of <f 15,000, which 
he brought out with him, completely exhausted, and 

* that some of his family were now obliged to hire 
themselves out as ^^ helps,^^ a phrase used instead of 
the dreaded name of servants, though I could see 
little difference between the two conditions. 

The prairie lands, about which he writes so much 
imd so well, are certainly i^ertile ; but the wild grais 
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which grows upon tiiem is too tough for tame ani- 
mals to browse upon. It resembles ^^ gardener'^s 
garters ;^ aad when it takes fire, as is the case oc- 
casionally, the burnt ashes serve to fertilize the soil 
for several seasons. The prairies all appear to have 
been originally the bed of a lake, and are still liable 
to inundation, whereby the crops are entirely des- 
itroyed. A person who treated me kindly told me 
that, however deep you dig into the soil, you still 
meet with the roots of the natural grass, which it is 
impossible to extirpate. This grass affords an ex- 
cellent shelter for snakes and other noxious reptiles, 
which abound in the whole of America, particulariy 
.in the Western Territory. Indeed, were it not for 
the occasional burnings that take place, all die hogs 
in the world would not be able to keep them under, 
they are so prolific. Throughout nearly all the 
.Western Territory, there are joint-stock hog socie- 
tteS) for the purpose of rearing these animals^ and 
turning them adrift at a certain age to ramUe 
among the woods, and grub up the reptiles, of which 
they are very fond. Even the rattle-snake has no 
chance with them, for I have seen a hog snap one 
up, and divide it in two very easily. Another draw- 
tladc in these prairie soils and alluvial flats is, that 
a disease gets in among the wheat, ry-e, and Iii£an 
com, which is distinguished by a few of the pifikles 
at the top appearing of a reddish colour, and le so 
noouous that the very hogs refuse to eat of it, even 
though mixed with other grain. This is a siohly 
country, as may be evidenced by the pole emaciated 
oount^aances you meet with ; fever and ague work 
their way at a great rate, especially among the «ni- 
grants. 

I had an opportunity of obs^ving how readily 
these prairies are overflowed by the rains, which de- 
scend here absolutely in torrents. During a ddu^ 
£fi this description, I happened to be travelli&g m 
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one of these flats or bottom4ands as they are eailed, 
accompanied by a man of colour, who was shewing 
me the way. He had an Indian blanket, which he 
wrapped about him so soon as the 8t<»rm b^an, put- 
ting his head through a hole in the centre, smd the 
rain ran off him as it would have done from a tent. 
I had only an umbrella, which proved quite useless, 
for in one minute I was as thoroughly drenched as 
if I had been ducked in the Ohio. In a short 
time the whole country, as far as my vision reached, 
was one complete lake, to the depth of several 
inches. The sun, however, soon broke forth again 
with excessive heat, raising a hot vapour of such 
density that we could not see a yard before us, and 
the water was soon dried up. These exhalations 
are the primary cause of the fever and ague so pre- 
valent. 

Every thing in nature is properly adapted to the 
purpose intended. If this were a clayey instead of 
a sandy soil, these heavy rains, followed by a scorch- 
ing sun, would literally bake the earth like a brick, 
and render it quite barren. I may also mention 
that the coal, which is very scarce, remains a long 
time in combustion by reason of its hai*dness ; but 
it would not burn in an open grate such as we use. 

I this day saw a beef, as the oxen are called, run- 
ning in an inclosed field at a great rate, and rub- 
bing its head and ears against the stumps of trees 
and rails, seemingly in great agony. It had got 
what is called the ear-distemper, which is occasioned 
by a certain insect crawling into the internal ear and 
depositing its eggs. We dared not approach it till' 
we saw it fell down — it was quite dead ; the outer- 
ear was entirely rubbed off, and the skull appeared. 

Went on to Bainbridge, and from thence to Cin- 
cinnati. At this latter place, I visited Mrs Trol-* 
lope'^s Bazaar, or Folly as it is called. In the bar- 
room of an inn I met a deserter from the amy in 
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Canada. A number of one-eyed people being pre*, 
sent, I put the question to him privately how it 
happened that so many persons here were deficient 
A of an eye, an ear, or part of the nose. ^^ And do. 
you not know the reason ?'' said he ; " the Kentucky 
men are regular Lancasterians, but far more savage ; 
biting, buUocking, and gouging, are common among 
them. If you get into a quarrel, beware of your 
eyes, your ears, and your nose, and be sure to keep 
at arms-length from them, with one foot in advance 
prepared for action.**^ This person drove a team, 
and was very kind to me, giving me much infor- 
mation about the country and the people. He too 
wished.he were once more at home ; but the die was 
cast for him, as he said sorrowfully. 

The climate here is very sickly, the Ohio often 
overflowing the lower parts of the town. . This 
mighty river will soon separate America into two 
divisions, if it does not do so already. It may be 
called the leading thoroughfare of America ; only, 
in choosing this route, you must either make your 
entrance or exit by New Orleans, the sandy swamps 
of which are so noxious that they may be likened 
to the gates of death, — at all events, they lead to 
imbecility of mind, of which numerous examples are 
to be found. Indeed, a relation of mine told me 
that, were it not for the apprehension of this latter 
calamity, he would not be afraid to risk his bodily 
health, as he could realize a fortune in a very short 
time. 

Cincinnati, though but of modem date, is very 
populous, being the great storehouse for all the pro- 
duce of the Western States, including likewise even 
Upper Canada, as the Ohio reaches within about 20 
miles of Lake Erie, to which it is about to be con- 
nected by a canal. 

. In regard to New Orleans, were it not for the 
unwholesome climate, it would soon eclipse Neur 
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York. This latter place, by means of the Hudson, 
might have been said, not long ago, to divide Ame- 
rica in two ; ,but that river is now rapidly filling up 
from the sandy alluvial deposits, so that ships of 
burden cannot get up to Albany. This disadvan- 
tage^ however, is in a great measure compensated 
bv the Western Canal, which connects the two 
citiesi and joins Lake Erie. 
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BOUTE FROK CINCINNATI TO SANDY-HILXr . 

AND LUCERNE. 

Being now fully convinced, from what I had seen 
of the country, that I could not improve my condi- 
tion by remaining, I made up my mind to return to 
poor Scotland, as it is called, and leave all the good 
things to the Americans^ themselves, and to our 
liberal travellers, and to designing and unprincipled 
persons of various descriptions, such as ship-owners, 
skippers, land-speculators, and all those whose 8el« 
fishness induce them for gain to involve in distress 
and difficulty, and indeed often in ruin, many of 
their countrymen. It is a singular circumstimee, 
that those persons who praise America so much take 
good care not to settle there themselves ; and if this 
very fact were properly weighed at home, it would 
convince people that there is something about it rot- 
ten and deceptive. But I am sorry to say that this 
is seldom thought of till too late; we are too apt 
to bdieve what is plausible and flattering, and re- 
ject what is sound, reasonable, and dispassionate, 
and thus fall an easy prey to those who have no in- 
terest beyond getting the passage-money, fleecing 
you in New York, or selling you theur land at 
double its real value. I have also found it to be a 
very general practice here for persons to act as 
decoy-birds, by inducing others to join them, with 
the view of meliorating their own condition, and 
having companions in their sufierings, or, if they 
have land, of getting it advantageously sold— a 
newly arrived emigrant fidls an easy prey to such 
characters. 



KDTTTB TO SAKBY-^HILL. 1523 

Much has been said by Mr Stuart, and some other 
travellers, about the good things that are to be bad 
in America; but for my part, I have not yet got 
either a draught of good water, a glass of good 
whisky, brandy, ale, or spirits generally, or even a 
cup of good tea, so that I may say I have not beeft 
so fortunate as these gentlemen. It is veiy easy, 
however, for the like of Mr Stuart to go dashing 
through the country, and paying for the best the 
inns can afford, and then to write,- after an after- 
noon^s jollification, a luminous and flaming account 
in his journal ; but to a person who travels upon 
the fruits of his industry, the reality fails to pro- 
duce the results exhibited to Mr Stuart^s fertile ima- 
^nation. 

As my thoughts recurred to the pleasing recollec- 
tion of home, I felt s^ if a load had been removed 
from my mind. My purse by this time was getting 
light, and I knew not how to replenish it if once 
exhausted. 

I left Cincinnati, the great emporium of the west, 
purposing to make the best of my way to Montreal. 
With joy and humility I thought on the kindness of 
providence in protecting me thus far in this my 
voyage of discovery. America had loi^g been the 
cbject of my idolatry ; its beautiful forests, its rich 
tell, the social manners of its inhabitants, the free- 
dom of its institutions, and the absence of taxation, 
had long taken possesion of my fancy. But the 
reality has dispelled all these pleasing illusions — I 
find it to be a fit place for the destitute, and for 
swindlers and bankrupts of aU kinds ; there is 
iroom enough for the hermit and the cpAc ; but as 
to those simple persons who expect the pleasures de* 
scribed in our travellers'* pages, and who are doomed 
to be disappointed, I recommend them to stay at 
haoie, and shall be gratified if my advice is taken. 

l2 
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I went on to Falmouth in company with my bte 
acquaintance, the deserter from Canada. As he 
had to travel my way for 60 miles, he offered me 
a drive in his waggon, which I accepted. I aaked 
him if it would not be better to return to his regi* 
ment than to dwell among these one-eyed savages, 
and if he was not afraid of them ; to which he re- 
plied contemptuously^ ^* No, for I could thrash a 
dozen of them. I would willingly return to my 
regiment if I were not ashamed.^ 

I observed in a bar-room here a fly-trap of an 
ingenious construction. It consisted of two flat 
bcmrds, suspended by a string from the ceiling, and 
kept separate by means of a stick. The boards are 
moistened with a mixture of molasses and water, 
upon which the wings of the fly get entangled, and 
it is held fast. As soon as a sufficient number is 
caught, the stick which keeps the boards asuBdier is 
removed, and they meet together with a clap, crash-* 
ing the insects to death. The person who had charge 
of the operation seemed to have plenty of employ- 
ment ; indeed the flies are so numerous every^ 
where, that I doubt whether even Uncle Tooy 
himself would have said there was room enough iu 
this country for both him and them. I observe that, 
like their own mocking-bird, the Americans, in al« 
most all their operations, act upon the principle of 
imitation. If the reader could fancy an alligator in 
some sandy swamp, with his jaws widely extended 
to receive his prey, and shutting his mouth so soon 
as a sufficient quantity is caught, he would have a 
good notion of this fly-trap. 

We rested our horses at a village on our route ; 
and a court being about to be held in a ^^ homes^ as 
the sign-post bore, I went to hear the proceedings. 
The pursuer, a Major Jones, had taken a £u*m on 
shares, the proprietor being bound to fiimish him 
with seeds^ agricultural implements, cattle, geese, 
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hogSy and one horse— the half of the profits to go to 
fhe landlord in name of rent, and the stock to be re- 
.tumed at the end of the lease m as good condition 
as at the period of entry. The major, however, 
liad sold some grain, for which he did not account, 
tdso two queys and some sheep ; several of the agri^ 
'Cultural implements had likewise disappeared, and a 
jsteer was killed for the use of his family. The 
landlord, finding he had got a bad tenant, desired 
liim to quit the premises, else he would take the law 
of him ; and the major took the hint, and ^^ cleared 
out,^ carrying with him every thing he had a right 
to, and something more. Notwithstanding, he rais- 
ed the present action against his landlord, conclud- 
ing for thirty dollars damages, on the ground of 
his not having got sufficient warning. The court 
was held in the evening. The judge sat at a com- 
mon table in his shirt sleeves, and his waistcoat un- 
buttoned, the night being excessively warm. A 
copy of the American Statutes lay before him ; and 
several other persons were ranged around, their 
coats taken off also, and paper placed before some 
of them to take notes. A jUry of eleven was chosen, 
who were placed together on a form at one side of 
the apartment ; the parties, witnesses, and on-lookers, 
either sitting on fojrms or standing on the floor. The 
.defender had three pettifoggers besides himself, and 
the major four. These functionaries, who are not 
lawyers (for anybody may pettifog in America, and 
you will get men to do this duty for you for a 
quarts-dollar) were extremely active and abusive. 
One of them stated the case for the pursuer, the de- 
fender'^s counsel taking notes, and was answered by 
one of the latter, the pursuer^s counsel in like man* 
ner taking notes of the defence. Witnesses were then^ 
called in and sworn, which ceremony was perform- 
ed by kissing the Book of Statutes mentioned 

1.3 . 
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above ; and during their examination much wrang* 
ling and cross-examining took place among the petti- 
foggers, who seemed to botlier both judge and jury^ 
and to render what was a clear case as confused and 
mysterious as possible. While this was going on, I 
observed some of the jury fast asleep, others with 
their legs crossed swinging as if they were on a 
rocking chair, their feet being raised, up as high 
as their heads, and others lying extended on the 
benches ; while the abominable system of sjdtting 
went on till the whole floor was bedaubed. The 
adjoining bar-room was full of people singing, swear- 
ing, fighting, and talking blasphemy ; and so great 
was the noise they made, that the examination of 
witnesses had frequently to be stopped, as it was lift- 
possible to hear what was said. The witnesses were 
all present at each other^s examination. The case 
was not finished till two in the morning, when the 
judge, addressing the jury, the greater part of whom 
were now awake, shortly pointed out the law of the 
case. The jury then withdrew to another apart- 
ment to deliberate ; during which interval the judge 
and the parties, along wi^th the pettifoggers and w^it^ 
nesses, adjourned to the bar-room to get some drinks 
and mutually treated each other. Many bets were 
laid as to M'hat decision the jury would come to, and 
the noise and uproar thus created were tremendous^ 
About five in the morning the jury returned a written 
verdict, which was read by their foreman, to the 
effect that, the major having been turned out of the 
farm without due legal steps being taken, he was 
entitled to fifteen dollars damages. The defender 
protested, with the view of carrying the case to a 
higher tribunal. 

A match at rifle-shooting being about to take place 
niext day, I resolved to attend it. A person having 
carried a large pumpkin to the top of one of those 
undulating mounds so common in America^ the 
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riflemen, fifteen in number, none of them having 
uniforms, were stationed in a line ahout twenty paces 
from each other, and about fifty from the pump« 
kin ; and as it rolled down the hill, each man fired 
as it came opposite to him. Down came the pump^ 
kin, and pop, pop, pop went the rifles. " My bullet 
is through the very core,^ cried one ; and the whole 
piarty having run to examine, not a bullet was found 
to have even grazed it, far less to have penetrated 
it. It was damaged by the trundling, but not other- 
wise. The game was renewed three times, but 
always with the same uosuccessftil results. While 
this was going on, I heard a man say to his neigh- 
hour, " I wish we had war with England ; how we 
would do them !^ This was said aloud in order that 
I might hear it ; but I only smiled, and left them.— ^ 
I parted herewith my kind countryman who had 
come from Canada. 

One day,, as I was strolling along thinking on M on* 
treal, and reckoning how many days must elapse be- 
fore I could reach it, I observed a worm, black as a 
snail, about six inches long, and thicker than my 
thumb. I turned it on its back with my stick, and 
saw it had two rows of feet like our caterpillar, but 
longer and more numerous. A person coming up in 
a waggon told me it is called the ** worm with a 
thousand feet,^^ as poisonous a reptile as is to be found 
in America, and that I ought to take good heed to 
it. I said that if it was so dangerous I had better 
kill it, which I accordingly did by casting a stone at 
it. This person oflered me a drive in his waggon so 
far as our roads lay, which I gratefully accepted. I 
a^ked him if the hogs could eat such an animal as I 
had just killed without injury ; and he answered 
that they could, adding that they were extremely 
useful creatures. 

• At a small village of wooden houses whi<^ lay itf 
my route> I happened to witnesa a nulitia mustetv 
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Every man in America betwixt the 9geB of 18 and 45 
mmit be enrolled, under a penalty, in the militia list ; 
he 18 bound when called on to attend muster, to pro- 
vide himself with a gun of some sort or other, ^ in- 
duding bayonet, cartridge-box, belts, and other equip- 
ments, which are regularly inspected. The muster 
took place in a tdeared sandy common, in which nu- 
merous booths and tents were erected for the sale of 
liquor. The officers wore a blue uniform &ced with 
ydlow. The men amounted to about three hun- 
dred-— they had no uniform — ^neither was any regn^ 
larity observed either as respected the size of the 
individuals, the shape or length of their guns, or any 
thing else ; in short there was nothing uniform about 
fhem except their bad conduct. FalstsoTs Tdiggei 
recruits were gentlemen compared with them. A 
great many were minus an eye, some wanting an 
ear, and others with their noses docked, thereby 
{MX>ving that they had seen some sort of service, and 
^^ shewing their cuts and scars wherever they came.^ 
Some were well-dressed, others with their garments 
hanging in tatters ; some had boots or shoes, others 
had none at all; some had hats, some caps, and 
some nothing but their bare heads ; some hsid r&* 
spectable-looking and showy rifles, others miserable 
pop-guns. No order or discipline of any kind was 
observed, every one considering himself perfectly £ree^ 
and not even forming into lines till the muster was 
r^ularly called. General Washington must have 
had a great deal to do with such forces as these ; and 
there is no wonder he ordered so many to be hanged 
in order to intimidate the rest. This small squad 
seemed perfectly unmanageable. As I went alone 
the lines (I should rather say groups, for it could 
hardly be called lines where some were &cing in- 
wards and some outwards) casting a sly look, I oc- 
casionally heard some of them reiterate the senti* 
mmt formerly remarked, <^ I wish we had war wi^ 
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the English C sii^d one even presented his gun at me 
in jest, and drew the tri^er, which occasioned loud 
laughter among his associates. I paid no heed, how-i> 
ever, to all this rudeness. With much ado they 
were at length mustered, the accoutrements inspect* 
ed, and the absent marked — ^to be afterwards brought 
befcMre a court-martial, where, if they could not give 
a proper reason for their non-attendance, a fine would 
be levied,. varyiirg in amount from two to five dol-^ 
lars, &Uing which, to be imprisoned. 

The muster was soon over ; and the more serious 
business of drinking, as I may say, commenced. 
Having left the field, and returned to niy'home, by 
and bye the bar-room b^an to fill, and it was no-, 
thing but who should treat each other with liquor ; 
the noise and laughter were vary disagreeable, and I 
would have fain left the place had I known where 
else to go to. Having squeezed myself into a recess 
at the window, where I pretended to take no notice 
of what was going on, an officer came strutting in^ 
and throwing off his belt and sword, coolly deposi-* 
ted them between my knees, the hilt of the sword 
leaning against the window. He gave me the steady 
American snake-look, whidi I returned ; and then 
{Retired towards the bar with several others, whom he 
treated with liquor, occasionally casting a sly glance 
at me, which I did not think it necessary to under«t 
stand. A person having sat down beside me and 
begun a conversation about our British militia, the 
sword being still between my knees, I inadvertently 
drew it a little way out of the scabbard, and begau 
to feel the blade with my thumb. The owner ob-i 
serving me came up and asked me in a bullying tcfne 
whether I knew the use of the weapon. ^^ I guess I 
do,^' was my reply. " Did you ever use it ?^ " I guess 
I have,^ returning his snake-like look. ^^ Can you use 
it ?**' *' I can try.'' *^ I guess I can procure another,*** 
said he ; '^p-^-here it is— >draw^ and let us have a triaL* 



130 BOUTE TO SANDY-Hn.1^ 

I arose firom my seat, and advanced into the middle 
of the room with the drawn sword in my hand, 
keeping my antagonist in front, his weapon altt> 
drawn. The company formed a circle around. I 
stretched myself to my greatest height to prov^ 
whether there was any danger of my striking the 
ceiling, and found I could not reach it. I then 
stretched out my arm on either side to see what 
space I had for action, bidding the spectators mind 
themselves. My back was to the light, which was 
a great advantage. Addressing the crowd, I said, 
^' When I was a young man, being in London fiir 
the first time, I was once insulted, as I have been 
here, on account of my being a Scotchman. I there 
found many to take my part ; it was in a publi6i> 
house, but not such a one as this. I am now chal* 
lenged because I am suspected of being a Briton ; i 
am so, and I glory in the name. There are few na* 
tions which do not respect Britain ; and though I 
am among strangers^ I do not doubt but I shall 
have justice.^ Turning to my opponent, I 8aid» 
^^ It is a long time since I exercised with this wea* 
pon, while you have been practising this very day ; 
do you therefore begin the attack, and I shall de- 
fend myself to the best of my ability .*** He accord* 
ingly struck and thrust at me, keeping hissnake-lihft 
lynx-^ye steadily fixed on mine. He was a good 
fencer, and as I parried his strokes and thrusts, and 
kept smiling at him all the while, he got angry. The 
day was warm, and both of us were soon perspiring 
at every pore ; not a word was spoken, and no mnae 
heard except the clang of the weapons. After he 
was fedrly exhausted, my opponent proposed that we 
should rest a little, to which I gladly assented ; and 
we accordingly threw off our coats and sat down. 
Returning to the charge, I said, ^^ You Jiave had 
the hardest part to perform, and have done yonr 
best to get a hit at me ^ I will ease you of half yxmr 
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Ikboiir ; it will now be attack and defend. Come 
on, then— Englishmen generally give warning—take 
care of yourself, and let the word be En^and or 
America.^ As he raised his weapon to parry my 
attack, his arm was seized by some one, and several' 
persons rushing in between us, our swords were 
laid hold of and carried away. I was led in tri* 
umph to the bar, every one offering to treat me 
with drink, and cordially shaking hands with the 
Scotchman, my late antagonist joining heartily in 
tbese courtesies. I am certain if I could have drunk 
gallons, I had the offer. Dancing and singing then 
commenced. I was forced to sing several Scotch 
songs; and had not our hosfs stock of liquor been 
ejdiausted— -a very common occurrence in country 
homes, — I know* not when we should have ended. 

I considered that I had reason to congratulate my- 
self that I had learned the sword-exercise in my 
youth on board a British man-of-war, having served 
as a boarder in a ship commanded by a Captain Haw* 
kins. Our teacher was a squint-eyed Frenchman, 
who owed us no good^will ; and when we &iled to 
guard off the coming stroke, he took care to let it 
descend upon us witi^ vigour. There was no mis- 
take with him, for he hated us cordially ; nor had 
I any mercy shewn me till I was able to keep my 
own with him, after which time he gave up exercising 
with me. I have not yet forgot the lesson I learned 
in my youth, and therefore felt no fear to cope with 
tibie proud Yankee whom I recently encountered. 

I left the place next day, against the wishes of 
many, who urged me to remain some time. I took 
the road fer Easton, New Jersey, musing on my 
late adventure ; and as I passed some deserted 
fiorms ova*grown with Canadian thistles, I could 
not help thinking that those settlers who had been 
decoyed into this country resembled the poor bird 
caught on the lime-twig, which, when it finds its 
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feet made £ast, flutters its wiiigs till they too get 
entasgled, and it is caught 

I have seen no game yet, and only one foar, nor 
have I heard any bird of song. The screaming of 
the blue-jay and the tapping of the woodpecker are 
all the music of this description I have heard ; and 
lonesome sounds they are among the dreary w'llis id 
America. 

. Dreary and lonesome as the country is, one may 
occasionally get something to amuse. I this day 
met a party of Shaking Quakers, men, women, and 
children, from Connecticut, and bound for Illinois^ 
It is in the New England States principally that 
enthusiasm si»*ings up ; and as the Americans gene* 
i^lly are a migratory people, these puritans, when- 
ever their numb^s increase to a certain amount ia 
any place, emigrate to some other district. This 
^ propensity is called by some ^^ the fever ;^ and at 
the period 1 am writing of, the Michigan fever was 
at its height, many parties having passed me on 
their road thitherward — a thousand miles in profit 
pect seem nothing to an American. The creed o£ 
tiie Shaking Quakers is, that no man who loves his 
q>ecies will encourage its propagation ; fools may 
do so, but a wise and good man will not, as the 
world is so wicked, and misery so abounding* 
Therefore they renounce the world and its.customst 
smd will have no sexual intercouse. They are per* 
suaded, when their opinions shall prevail, which they 
are confident will soon happen, that the human race 
will die out — a proposition which nobody will dis- 
pute. I partooJc with them of a dish of spawn* 
that is, ground Indian com boiled as thick as onr 
porridge, and taken with sweet milk. I foundsome 
of these people intelligent on many subjects ;— -thej 
travel in waggons, and bivouack at night as our 
gypsies do, the men and women however beiog kept 
S6{>arate. 
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In the prairies or bottom lands, and on the flats 
along the margins of rivers,, you will not find a sin- 
gle pebble the size of a wren''segg; while on the 
undulating sandy mounds you will scarcely see any 
thing else but stones, there being hardly auy soil in 
many places. Conversing with an industrious far* 
mer who occupied land in one of these latter situ- 
ations, and who had built fences composed of rolled 
stones fully six feet high, the base being about the 
same breadth, and narrowed towards the top to the 
dimensions of a single stone — I asked him where h^ 
had procured all this immense quantity of materials ; 
and he replied that he got the whole from off his fields, 
which still appeared as full of stones as ever. He 
liad many more gathered up in heaps ; and I was 
told that though the ^'hole should be removed, they 
would be as numerous as ever next season, for that 
the heavy rains wash off the soil, leaving exposed 
the stones which are beneath the surface. 

Crossing the Delaware, I went on to Philips* 
burg. On the continent of Europe one is occasion- 
ally put to the inconvenience of exhibiting his pass- 
port to official persons ; but in America every body 
«eems to assume that right. I had here to answer 
questions put to me I daresay for the thousandth 
time; so that I really began to think I should 
have to adopt the plan of Franklin, who proposed 
to have attached, both to his breast and back, a la- 
bel containing his name, the place he had come from, 
and whither he was going, that ev^ one he met 
might read it, and save himself the trouble of put- 
ting the questions. I have been interrogated in 
this manner by a juvenile republican not more than 
twelve years of age. The person, however, who 
thus annoyed me on the present occasion, made some 
.amends by offering to take me to see a funeral. 
, We accordingly went to a large wooden bouse with 

M 
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a viranda in front of the door, before which a num- 
ber of waggons, some drawn by horses and some by 
steers, and saddle-horses for equestrians, were drawn 
np. In the teiddle of the iloor in the hous6 liiy « 
i*ed^8tained coffin on traoes, covered with a winle 
sheet. Boards were laid across the room for the 
compa:ny to isit upon ; men and women ^t promJB^ 
^ously in profound silence. A clergyman rose itp 
and tread a few verses a>ppropriate to the occasidta 
ftchn Wesley's Collection of Hymns, which were 
afterwards sung to a lively air by the company, iefl 
by a person who had a good voice, and who beat 
time with his tWo foite-fingers. The clergydiaii 
then delivered a 'suitable discourse, after which he 
^ve out sbnie inore verses from the hymns, and ecOK 
eluded the service by a jprayer. He went thfoui^ 
the devotions with solemnity, yet with a degree*e€ 
cheerfulness and good sense, and being deHveroi 
orally, the effect produced ilpon me was greater tbtt 
-the written burial service of the Church of (EnglaSiidy 
though couched in more beautiful language. 

The company, men and women, now rose and 
left the house. The coffin, which, like the one I 
formerly described, had no mountings nor cords to 
lower it down, was also brought oiit, and laid on 
traces at the door ; the lid being opened about tte 
middle of the breast, and folded back by the hingesk 
The face of the deceased was tmcovered, and wib 
all came forward to look at it ; it appeared to 'hd 
-that of a Btont iniddle-aged man. The comjtaijr 
were very promiscuously dressed — the men in Maak, 
T)lue, brown, or girey — the women in black tidth 
black bonnets and ribbons, or in white, with wbttb 
straw-bonnets and white ribbons, and «ome in -browll 
'stuff gowns with cottage bonnets, such as*oiir«ouiitt)r 
girls wear. Though the assemblage was very mi^ 
meroQs^ theutmost deeonimprevalled'^no dnnkiaj^ 
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eiren cider beiag^ ^v*en. Th^ pfoce^a wa^ 
kd by a wiaggoa contakuHg the coffin^ a:ia4 ifit wMc]^ 
HkB grave»diggers sat; then followed i^ rQlations 
Sk another waggon; next the rest of the compajsiy 
promiscuously, also in waggoas» of whi^l^ I counted 
tyMy-^three altogether, the equestrians and:, some pe- 
destmana bringing up the rear. We belted: at a^ 
irame-woodl bnailt church pn the roadrsidie^ whlcli 
kad a decent appearaa^e^ thougbi it, wa^ 9Qi4bec 
^ite painted, nor had any e&ury^ ornsami^nto li^n 
it, as many similar churches in America haicOt Heafo 
the coffin was taken out and brought into the church ; 
the company seating th^nsdves at each side of a 
plain platform, the men on the right and the women 
on the left, except the relations, who sat promis- 
cuously and nearest tb^ pl^tfoi^m. A chair was 
placed upon this eleyation, where the clergyman sat 
with a bible in his hand, as there was neither desk 
nor table to lay it on. He rose and gave out an- 
other of Wesley's Hymns, which was sung in parts 
to the lively air of " John, come kiss me now.*" 
He then read a portion of scripture, and delivered 
an excellent exhortatioa, concluding with a prayer ; 
after which another hymn was sung. After a few 
words addressed in, a se^li^ng and, sympathising tone 
to the relations, tbe coffin^ w^as> carried out to the 
door, and the folding lid again opened, that all who 
fhf^se nugbA h^te £^ last l^k of ^ ^ce^ed per- 
9%xk^ Tke lid was then iifsteti.ed dowA» apd l^wo 
rough 8fQji!8 having beeo. procuiPed from a worsp^ 
feojee near at hand, the coffin wa^ plac^ i^p^ these, 
ajptd earned by four men aoross the xo^A to the go^ 
nee of a field appropriated as a g^ave-yard^ tb^ f^i^ 
around- which was in a sad state of d:eGay> T^h^ 
grave was in a fine sandy soU, witt^ujt a pebblQ to 
be seen, and was very deep*. Two ropes were pl^^d 
under the, coifin^ as is sometimes the ca^ witlpi uf3 

m2 
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when tie grave is deep or the corpse heavy, and it 
was lowered down. The sand was soon shovelled 
in, and a frame put over the grave to prevent cattle 
from treading upon it, or the hogs from tearing it 
lip. I observed some of the graves here had a 
wooden board stuck up at the head, some a marUe 
slab, and others nothing to distinguish them. I no^ 
ted down several epitaphs, of which there was a 
great variety, some of them ridiculous enough, and 
even savouring of scepticism. I subjoin two spe- 
eimens:— « 

Sacred to the Memory of 
GE&aix Skiddiker ;. 

If there be another world,. 

He lives in bliss ; « 

If there be none, 

He made the most of this4 

Sacred to the Memory of 
John Aldbidge. 

When sudden death 

Calls to wound, 
The living tremble 

At the sound. 
The fate of John 

Verges fair 
That we ought all 

For death prepare. 

The spelling in some cases was very different from 
ours ; but, as I have shown before, it is we that 
are the bad spellers, and not the Americans. 

At the entrance to the grave-yard I took leave of 
nay kind friend — for he had treated me with great 
kindness — ^reflecting as I went along that there are 
both good and bad people in America, and that it is 
generally but the worst ^of my countrymen who go 
thither. I had been assured, by my late companiea 
that all is not gold that glitters in America, and 



WBS nxw satiisfied. I wa» getting nearer aod nesurer 
home. 

As the sun was getting low m the horizoH, I 
tapped at. the door of a log-houa^, ^nd a voice from 
withiE said> ^^ Come io.'*^ This is the usual way 
with the people in ABfieriea, at lea^t in the country ; 
ihe docxrs, I suppose^ are neyer locked night nor day,, 
irhieh reminded me often of theses beautiful lines of 
Giddsmith : 

'^ Noi store beneath the bumble that<^ 
Employed a iiiastc»r's care, 
The door just opening with a, latcA,'*^ &c. 

only that the word thatoh is not exactly appro*- 
priate, as I never saw any of the houses covered 
with that material, though I have seen them cov^ed 
with tin. This was not a home, nor a hotel, but a 
furmer'^s house, which I liked much better, and where 
I was made welcome. My mind did never accord 
with eating and drinking in public. Two young 
women were washing, the one rubbing the clothes 
on a grooved board, and the other standing over a 
barrel, and working at them in a manner similar to 
our old-&shioned method of churning milk, or as 
we sometimes chop potatoes. I may say that every 
farmer makes his own soap and candles ; the ashes 
from the burnt wood are carefully preserved and put 
into a square box, narrow at the bottom and wide 
at the top. Water is poured * on the ashes, and 
as it filters through, it forms a ley which is boiled, 
adding grease to it, and evaporating the water till 
it forms some consistence ; the soap is as black as 
maple sugar. It is needless to mention the furniture 
of a farmer^s house, for it is very simple ; yet I have 
seen chests of drawers with crystal handles, and 
kunps miade of glass in place of tin, which are very 

ji a 
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convenient, as they have no shadow. The farmerv 
rarely study the luxuries of life ; indeed they cannot 
afford or easily procure these, and seldom even the 
necessaries. I have often admired their ingenuity 
in many things, and among others, in that of draw- 
ing water. Having dug a well, they erect a tri- 
angle and hang a tree to the top of it ; a rope is 
fastened to the taper-end, and the pail or pitdher 
attached. The tree is so halanced that the heavy 
end by its weight raises the pitcher when filled, so 
that the person has only to guide it from striking 
the side of the well, and when the pitcher reaches the 
brim, the heavy end of the tree rests on the ground. 

I pursued my route to Tappan ; saw many graz- 
ing farms, most of the occupants Dutch settlers^ 
who still continue to speak the language; many 
of the towns and mountains are still called by Dutch 
names, such as Kattskill, Kattskill Mountains, or 
He-Cat's Mountains. Saw in some flats flax grow- 
ing of a good quality. 

I was glad when I once more came in sight of 
the Hudson, the great thoroughfare to British Ame- 
rica, as I considered my toils nearly over. The hills, 
which sometimes verge on each side of the river, are 
called the back-bone of America ; and though they 
iare generally barren, good forms are to be found in 
some of the vallies, but none like those in Britain^ 

I crossed the Hudson to White Plains, celebra- 
ted during the War of Independence. This seems 
to be the classic ground of America. Went and 
saw Sing-Sing, the state prison of New York* 
Men were hewing stones, some rolling them in a 
wheel-barrow, with a chain attached, in some in- 
stances, from their leg to a stone, which they lifted 
into the barrow as they wheeled it about. At 
whatever employment the men happened to be, 
they never looked at me, which made me think the 
discipline must be very severe, when an American 
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can give over the habit of staring. They were nu- 
merously attended with overseers and soldiers. Ex- 
amined the interior of the prison ; it was kept very 
clean. Spoke to some of the soldiers and overseers, 
but learned nothing from them ; a person might 
as well examine our bridewells with a magistrate's 
order, and expect to learn any thing about them, as 
pay a visit to Sing- Sing in order to describe it. 
You must be an inmate for a considerable time be* 
fore you know any thing about the matter. I 
had the advantage of learning something, how- 
ever, from the work of Colonel Levi Burr, who 
was confined there for perjury. A person could 
hardly believe that, among a people who have free- 
dom forever on the tip of their tongue, such ty- 
ranny and brutality existed. I have seen American 
captains in the merchant service strike the seameii 
unmercifully ; nay, I once saw a ships-cook stript 
and tied to the main-rigging, and flogged for not 
having the dinner ready at twelve o'clock, the se- 
cond mate acting the part of boatswain's mate.— 
The prisoners here, if they look at any visitor 
when at their employment, are sometimes stript and 
flogged severely at the keeper's pleasure ; bo speak- 
ing is allowed ; the food is bad and scanty. The 
least offence is punished by a beating with a cudgel ; 
in the morning, when they are ordered from their 
cells or their meals, they are formed into rank, and 
should any of them not take the step at once as 
they fall in, they are beaten ; if they look sulky they 
are beaten ; there is no reasoning with them — the 
cat-o'-niue tails is the argument. 

I went into Connecticut, as far as Danbury ; 
saw some farms seemingly deserted. Returned to 
•Putnam, so called after General Putnam ; saw a 
large piece of rock, called Putnam's Rock, which it 
is said he and his soldiers rolled into the Hudsom 
from the adjacent hills. It is said that vessels of 
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considerable burden: can sail nniear i(r, and that tibe 
kmd and it are several feet above the high- water 
mark. While lying here, he kept his men rolling 
stones into the Hudson to block it up, in order to^ 
prevent our diips from getting up to Albany. The 
place was pointed out to me, in a sneering manner^ 
where the vessel lay at anchor waiting for the spy 
Major Andre'^s return, and also where Major An^c^ 
and General Arnold met. The speaker thought he 
bad a fine plea against me ; but I upheld my country, 
as having only done her duty, and said it was an 
advantage to us that we had lost America. I found 
in every bar-room some one ready to point out 
any situation in which the Americans had been suo- 
eessful over the British. 

Went to see the military academy at West Point ; 
it is a wooden building, painted white. Observed 
several groups of American cadets practising at the^ 
rifle ; duellings I learned, was very common among 
these young gentlemen. Saw the fort where the 
American general Arnold lay, and which he, for 
a stipulated sum, was to have betrayed into the 
hands of the British. It is now in ruins ; a £ew 
mounds of sand, which are fast wasting away, being 
the only relic to be seen. Saw where Major Andr^ 
was hanged, and where he was buried at Rockland. 
His bones were exhumed sometime ago, and brought 
to England. 

One would think that the boasting American, when 
he is describing any event to mortify a stranger, 
looks at you as if he wished to see your passion* 
rising in your countenance. I however never quailed 
beneath their stare, having besides generally found 
myself as well informed about the stratagems used by 
both parties as any of them ; and I always maintain* 
od that it was our own deserters who fought so despe- 
rately, for they fought with ropes about their necks. 
-This observation they seemed to &el acutely. Put- 
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nam'^s house is also a wooden one ; a light-house itf 
placed on West Point beside it. 

This is a barren, sandy, stoney, undulating ooun-^ 
try, where a regular army, were it ever so eroeient, 
could have no chance, especially if clothed in red« 
The townships of Warwick and Goshen contain 
some large tracts of what are called drowned lands^ 
on which some good flax is occasionally raised ; but 
they are sometimes overflowed with water, and thd 
crop entirely buried under the fresh alluvial soiL 
The ague and fits were very prevalent here at the 
time I passed through ; water very bad. 

I went on through Milton to Newburgh ; crossed 
the Hudson in a horse-ferry-boat to Poughkeipsee ; 
saw in a hotel " Edinborg ale,**' called for a bottle, the 
charge for which was two shillings and sixpence- 
it was poor stuff. The trees seem all to be of a 
stunted growth. 

In going to Athens, I passed a large cranberry 
marsh. As I wished something to eat, I entered 
a bar-room, and looking out at the window, saw a 
I'agged American coming towards the house with a 
sheep on his back ; its legs were not tied. He laid 
it down, and seating himself on the stump of a tree, 
cried to a white-haired ragged boy to bring him the 
butcher''s knife, (all the children I hare seen yet are 
white-headed, some of their hair seemingly almost a» 
strong as horses^ hair). The man sat with the sheep'*s 
head resting on his knee, and bending it back as far 
as he could, cut the throat across, and separated 
the head from the body almost in an instant; it; 
was dreadfully convulsed for a few seconds. Be* 
fore the creature was cold, some of it was cut up, 
and fried for the use of myself and some others ; but 
I could scarcely eat it, and though very tired of salt 
pork, salted shad, and other fish, I preferred them. 

As the Hudson seems to be fast filling up, most 
of the craft that trade between New York and Al- 
bany are fiat-bottomed^i rarely drawing more thau 



feur fcet irttAeis; TJke steansb^boate aD0 alaa 4at-bo(iv 
tomed, and are very Ia«rge; they baj^e two Wl^ 
and two fiumeki ; tbe walking^beaia k hig^ upi be- 
ttreon the fimiiels; the boilearaand the mpa% W9 
09 deck, and i£ ther boiler burst, whjcb it £requ«nt)g( 
dioeSf tiie haaroc is terrible. The v^sel g<^erall|r 
oamumes' thicty-six cords of wood dumg ^ voy«|^ 
loom. New Yorfe to Albany ;. pine-wood is the mxA 
timt b used, and irom tibe geeat consumplion, Vf 
steam, it will soon be a scarce article in Ajn^ca. 

I went int0! iUbany ; the (^(matry between AtbflW 
and it is generally Bat,, undulating, barrel^ ami 
sandy^; wi^r bad. Albany is a low lying pteoa 
generally, and is built chiefty'o£ wood, a few h#uMt 
being ni stone^ and so99ae brick; it i^ 145 xx^km 
from New Yoilc, and the tide reaches witfevb a im 
wiks of it. The st^uv-boats. generally imkft ^ 
passage in thirteen hours. Like most of th0 Ailli^ 
riean towns, rituated on the banks qf rivers, Albany 
T» frequently inimdated with water, and the pepj^ 
who amve in steam4)oats have sometimes, tp bt 
taken in from the boats at the second floor. Aa^ it 
is a great mart £6f lumbar, when these floods eoiM 
o», which they do suddenly, they often oaii^Q « 
great toss of property by sweeping it away. WJnM 
i^vling OB the Hudson,, and looking towaiida . thi| 
town, you would think it lies lower than the nv^^ 
The flynod*hottse stands on an elevation, and beiM 
Qovared with tin, has a glittering appearance 1 
observed no beauty about the town, and the maOf* 
ners of the; people are as morose and forbidding aa 
in other places in America ; indeed if you claim ^^ 
quaintance with any of them as a townsman, or fponi 
having brought them a letter, you will invariably sell 
them put their hands in their pockets, to keep what 
they have down. I had a letter to a store-keeper heroji 
but after presenting it to him, he scarcely took any 
notice of me. I went to the shambles tt> ascertaina ajL 



ter what I had seen, hePwI^e re^larbutoh^nslaugiu* 
ter the cattle ; I obseived,' I should suppoise, more 
than a hundred standing in^ yard. There is a wood- 
eli shed a>t one end, irilh an incUned pkme, boarded, 
leaditig tip to it ; the water of a small stream theit 
empties itselfinto the Hudson flowsundemeath. I saw 
sixteen victims out of this number selected at once. 
A tioose was put over their horns, or fastened on the 
head*; the ropes were rived through a ring on the 
flodr, and made &st to a windlass, which was turned 
round, and the animals goaded up the inclined plane. 
When they camie to a ccotain place in the shed, a 
llesher came behind with a strong rope, to which was 
attached another rope having a hook at each end ; 
this was passed round the hind-knees of the animal 
aifd hooked. The rope was then attached to aii*- 
other windlass, and the creature suspended by the 
hind legs. The flesher then removed some plaiiks 
underneath, and going to the back of the animal, 
drew his knife across the throat, and penetrated at 
one cut into the bade bone. The blood fell into the 
stream or drain below. The animals were dread- 
fully convulsed ; and I was quite shocked, for I had 
iiever witnesseu any thing like it. A great deal 0i 
the butcher-meat used in New York during sum- 
mer is killed in Albany, and sent down hi the 
night-time in steam-boats. 

The Champlain and Erie canals terminate here ; 
and being now heartily sick of America, I thought 
of at once taking my passage to Montreal ; but on 
second thoughts considered it would be better to foiv 
ward my luggage to Whitehall, and make some ex- 
citrsions on each side of the Hudson. The sprent 6{ 
tay trunk having broke, I was charged one [Shilling 
for rivetting it ; it cost me at first only sevenpence in 
^Edinburgh — the Amerimms are 'ibe boys for charg- 
^ing, no>midtake. 

WdUted ofeL :io fDroy ; '4lbieit& is '« 
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road between the two towns, which is a boa^ all 
over the Union ; I thought very little of it ; it 
was however pretty wide. Examined the arsenal^ 
but saw nothing in it worth noticing ; it is how* 
ever roomy enough. The store-houses were gene- 
rally empty, and built chiefly of wood. This, like 
Albany, is a busy place. 

I crossed the Hudson here in a horse ferry-boat, 
and went a day''s journey into the country ; soil 
sandy, gravelly, undulating; trees stunted; farms 
miserable. I observed in one farm a milk-chum, 
wliich was wrought by means of a small wheel, 
driven round by the water from a rivulet, which was 
conducted to it by spouts ; it was an overshotr 
wheel, about one yard in diameter, and constructed 
by the farmer himself. I observed on another fartn 
a different kind of churn, the shaft of M'hich stood at 
an angle of 60, and was driven by a dog, who kept 
walking on a drum up-hill as it were, and thereby 
causing the wheel to go round ; the drum on whi^h 
the dog went was covered with pieces of cloth, to 
prevent his feet from slipping. This also, which 
was a very ingenious contrivance, was made by the 
farmer''s own hands. The cows in ^America do not 
give one fourth of the milk a good cow does in Bri- 
tain. • I thought of the description of America by 
the Irishman, who said that it was a good country 
for hogs and women, but a devil of a one for men 
and horses. The Indian''s description also suits well ; 
" Bukra man mak** ebery ting work but de hog ; he 
go ""bout like a bery gentleman ;'*'' — and so he does, 
having lib^ty to roam about as he pleases, and those 
that have frames on their necks seem to be as proud 
as any of the cadets I saw at the military academy 
at West Point. 

Crossed the Hudson by the wooden bridge at 
Waterford, the charge for which was three cents ; it 
Is th^ first cov^ed bridge that is to be met with am the 
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HiulsoD. I liere fell in widi a farmer from the Lo- 
tiiiass, who had purchased several hundred acres, and 
had tried to improve the land by draining and plough- 
ij^ his fields into xigs ; but his drains were soon fiUed 
up, and the heavy runs made the fields quite level, 
by washing the light sandy particles from the higher 
level to the lowest. He Imd ruined himseU^ his com 
havmg cost four times the expence of that oihis neigh- 
bours, who only wrought away with the on«-handed 
plough, and riggled round the istumps and stones. 
He had chosen this spot as being near to the Hudson, 
and also to the markets of Troy and Albany ; but 
for all this he said he found great difficulty in get«^ 
tiog his corn bM. 

I now went to see the grand aqueduct across the 
Mohawk River ; it is supported upon wooden 
blocks, and seems as if it were not above three feet 
deep. The iine-boats used are long and flat-bot- 
tomed. This is the Champlain canal, and it put me 
in mind of some mill-leads I have seen in Scotland. 
I paid thr«e cents for crossing the Mohawk Rivear 
on a wooden covered bridge, from whence I saw tiie 
Caushtit Falls. I went as £u* as St Anthony^s Nose, 
aometijnes walking along the banks, and sometimes 
sailing in a line-boat ; having ascended the hill, I 
had a good view of the valley of the Hudson, and 
also a far way to the westward. It appears that 
the Mohawk River had at some former period (q>en« 
eA a passage for itself tiirough this chain x>f moim- 
teubos. The alluvial sandy flats on its banks are pro- 
ductive, but exceedingly liable to inundation, like 
all the flat lands on the banks of rivers. I lost my 
way m this oteighbottrhood, and, night coming on, 
had to make my bed on the stump of a tree. 

Next day I went on to Ballston. 'There was a 
mi^ty stir there -at the time. A negro hsA stabbed 
aa American, aad kiled him-p^what provocation had 

N 
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been given I did not properly learn — ^but he W8» 
taken up, and every one in the bar-room where 1 
happened to be was loud in condemning the negro^ 
and saying he ought to be hanged ; — and, according- 
ly, he was tried, condemned, and hanged about threo 
months after, and his body given for dissection. 

Went on to Saratoga Springs. The American 
fashionables come in great numbers here to drink 
the waters, which are said to be very salutary to 
invalids. Saw the use of rocking-chairs. I heard 
some noise in a house ds if it was a school, and 
tapped at the door, which the teacher opened. I 
told him I was from Britain, and had used the li* 
berty to come in, to observe his method of teaching.' 
He desired me to sit down, and calling up a clasB, 
put some questions to them in spelling. I observed 
they did not spell as we do, and asked the teacher 
whose dictionary he used. He replied, giving me 
an American snake-like stare, Webster^s ; I said 
Johnson'^s was much used with us ; " Johnson r* 
said he, in a triumphant manner, '^ he could not 
spell ; indeed you have no good dictionary in En^ 
land.*" This was too much of a good thing ; but my 
new acquaintance, thinking, I suppose, that he had 
not mortified me enough, called up a geographi- 
cal class, and, among other questions, put this: 
" Which is the lake in America that covers more 
space than Great Britain ?''^ — " Lake Superior,** said 
the boy, looking towards me in triunjph. I smiled 
at the pedanfs conceit, and after hearing a few si- 
milar questions put, with the answers, I left him, 
thinking on Mrs Trollope. Took a drive on the 
rail-way ; the carriages were propelled by steam. 

Went on towards Fort-Miller in a heavy rain, 
the sandy soil giving way under my feet. The 
country, being undulating and wooded, did not per- 
mit me to see far. I went, as I thought, in a nor^ 
therly direction, where I knew Fort-Miller lay; 
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the shadows of evening were fast approaching, and 
I knew that to lie down in the rain would finish 
me. I was angry with myself for taking so much 
toil, angry with Mr Stuart and others for writing so 
fluently about America, but still more provoked at 
being gulled by those designing men, skippers, and 
book-makers, and call-birds. I roused my felling ener- 
gies, and sighed to be once more at home, that I might 
at least tell my family what I had experienced ; I 
thought surely they will believe me. This caused 
me to exert myself; darkness, however, came on, 
but I had no fear of robbers, for I thought theirs 
would be as poor a trade as begging, travellers 
being so seldom to be met with. Being now greatly 
agitated from my helpless condition, and death 
seeming to be near, I became the more anxious to 
live. After wandering in the dark for some time, I 
observed, at a small distance from the road, a house, 
if it deserved that name, by a light appearing in the 
window. I scrambled the best way X could over a 
railed worm fence, over a field of Indian corn, down 
a declivity till I came to a stream that had swollen 
considerably by the rain, then up another acclivity, 
over another fence, and into a farm-yard; I had 
got to the back of the house, and had to find the 
door the best way I could. Having tapped for ad- 
mittance, the usual answer '^ Come in^** was not 
given, but a female came to the door, and asked me 
•in the Scotch dialect what I wanted; I told her 
• I had lost my way, had come lately from Edin- 
burgh, and was on my road back again by Mon- 
treal. A lad now came also to the door; and I 
repeated to them both that I had been long in the 
rain, (which was still pouring), and that I was £si- 
tigued, and wished for lodgings, at the same time 
onering to pay for any thing I got. They left me 
standing in the rain, to go and consult their father ; 
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and by and bje every inmate of thehouse^ I eof* 
poae, came with a light, and put several queetioas 
to me about Edinburgh, and about various indict- 
duals, all of which I answered. The master l«d 
often been in Edinburgh^ and seemed to know It 
well ; bat I got tired of his interrc^atories, staa^ng 
in the rain, and repeated my request for lodging 
whidh he flatly denied. I then beseeehed him to 
allow ne to take shelter in his bam ; but this also 
he refused. I then said, ^' Will you deny a €0«b- 
tryman this ?'^ He replied that he had no rooai) n4r 
had he any straw in the bam, but if I would mabe 
haste, I would find a house about three miles oiP, 
where I would get aceommodatioa. So sayings lie 
shut the door. I h^ now to climb a gate tot gwt 
out of the yard, and went into a £eUk wfaexe hoyi 
were feeding ; they csone aad saluted me— I thqiigilt 
them more civil than my countryman tihw Mf- 
ter. Wandering for some time, I found th# void 
went on in the direction I was told t» trim; 
the rain had now ceased, and the stars sbone wkh 
great briHiaBcy. I had been often b^r& tUb 
ill-treated, as I thoughb, by my countrymen,. mbD 
seem, till they are seasoned to the hardshipe Hmj 
have to undergo, to be as sour as some Anurkan 
apples; but I had nothing for it but to puxma iRjr 
way. 

The roada being sandy, I was very much fetignedy 
and from the time I took, thought I had again wan- 
d^ed from my way, having met with no perison. 
Silence reigned around, and I felt keenly my own 
weakness smd helplessness. I however at kist came 
to a house a littk off the road, and groping for the 
gate, found and opened it. No sooner was I in, 
tiian it shut of its own accord. A large iog tsaaa 
up and smelt at me ; I patted his head, aind BfckB 
to him ; he snaried none, nor growled. Tkis I 
considered a good omen,, and went up to the door 
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and tapped ; the familiar American aliswer was given, 
^ Come in.*^ I opened the door ; a lady was sitting 
at a table with two daughters sewing, and an elder- 
ly gentleman reading the bible. I accosted them, 
telling how I was going to Fort-Miller, and repeat- 
ing the rest of my story, adding that I was faint 
and weary, that I required lodging, and had money 
to pay for what I got. The lady, as well as the. 
rest of the family, kept staring in my direction ; 
they were in the light, (the light being l>etween them 
and me) and as I was outside of the door, they 
could not see me. The lady said, <^ Come in, that 
we may see what like you are.*^ I accordingly 
stepped in and walked up to the table, the dog by 
my side, my cloak dripping with the rain lying on 
my left arm, a bundle fastened round my neck, and 
my umbrella in my hand ; I was drenched to the 
SKin. She put some interrogatories to me, which I 
answered, then rising, relieved me of my cloak and 
bundle, and umbrella, bidding me throw off my coat, 
and ordering a dumb lad by signs to get some wood 
to-lay on the fire. She then brought me a dry shirt 
and a great-coat of her husband^s to put on. She 
said that her family had joined the Temperance 
Sodety, and had no spirits in the house, but she 
would soon have a cup of tea prepared for me. The 
dumb lad kept heaping wood on the fire, and I got 
into a glow of heat ; had tea, felt much relieved, 
and was truly thankful that I had &llen in with 
such ia matron. 

' The master of the house was from Ireland^ had 
been about thirty years in this country, had pur« 
chased about dghty acres of land, and was in com* 
fortable circumstances.- His lady was bom in Ame- 
rica, but her parents had been likewise from Ireland. 
I menticmed having called at the house I so lately 
passed, and that I had there fallen in with a coun-^ 
tryman^ whose treatment of me I described. The 

n3 
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gentleman answered iiiat the name of tke pef8o» aU 
luded to was Smith, that he had not been very Imig 
m the country, and had pordiased a good deal of land, 
hut that he had little correspcmdence with him ; he 
iknew that he was a methodist, and attaoded rm- 
▼als and camp-meetings, a thing which he, nj hoft, 
did not approve o^ i^ he ccmsidered it a greater 
duty to relieve the distressed, feed the hungry, and 
clothe the naked, than to go over the country attend- 
ing camp-meetings. This kind and sensible personal 
name was Brisbane. His son was a surgeon, aand 
k^ the post-office at Schuylerville. We had family 
worship that evening, and I suppose it was pcK^ 
formed every evening. The books were bfoii^llit 
in, and a psalm read and sung with patriarchal xe- 
rerence. At the contusion, he asked me if T was 
sufficiently recovered to read a chapter in the hiUe ; 
I felt myself quite wdl, and answered yes. He 
pointed the chapter oat to me, and I read it ; 
then all fell on our knees, while he prayed in a- hi 
Me and fervent manner, making allusion to Bxy des^ 
titute and forlorn condition. My heart wm melted 
within me to find such sympathy, when I had aon;- 
eently experienced none at all. 

We separated for the night, the lady dbewing Me 
into a room, where the bed on whieh I lay was it 
sofik as if I was floating on water ; the cricketa and 
the grasshoppers made a cheerful chorus^ g^itiiy kil- 
ling me asleep, and I dreamt I was at home. 

Breakfast was on the table before I awaked BMct 
morning. When I made my appearance in the 
kitchen, the family asked me how I felt ; I repUed 
quite well, and that I would now pursue my joumej. 
The lady said this was Sunday (by this time I had 
lost all reckoning, and knew not whether it WM 
Sunday or Saturday) and that I had better stay • 
week or two to refresh myself; my board would coal 
aotfaing, and^ as they were going to tiud^ ehusdi at 
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Schuylerville, she wished me to go along with then, 
for her son, the doctor, would he so glad to see 
Bie, as he was always speaking about the medical 
classes in Edinburgh. I consented ; we hadi &mily 
worship aftar breakfast, and were driven in a wag- 
gon to church. The church had beta totumkj built 
of wood, but was lately burnt down, and retoilt of 
atone, with columns at the door made of brick and 
plastered over, for the Americans axe fond of orna- 
ment. Waggons drawn by horses or steers, gigs, 
ooadies, and saddle-horses, conveyed the di^erent 
members of the congregation. General Schuyler's 
coach was pointed ont to me ; his arms wore taste- 
fully painted, for the aristocracy in America are 
quite as proud as those in Britain. 

The church, which was small, had galleries only 
die breadth of a smgle seat on ibree sides. There 
was a pulpit, but no precentor^s desk. The two 
side galleries were entirely empty ; but the one op- 
posite the minister was occupied by a numerous band 
of singers, male and fenale, who sang four tunes 
to cheerful or plaintive airs, which, as they were 
something like those I had heard at Hope Park 
Chapd, Edinburgh, brought vividly to my mind^s 
eye the many weU-known countenances I was in 
the habit of seeing there. But alas ! I wa^ f»r firom 
Hope Park, and none of the faces I saw here r^ 
aembled any of my townsmen^ 

After we came out of the church, being in eoii*^ 
venation with some people at the door, whom Mr and 
Mrs Brisbane introduced to me, I observed close to 
the church a man busy at woik with a horse yoked 
to a machine formed like a rake, and used for the 
purpose of raking hay. The teeth of this maohinoi 
werelnore than twelve times longer than those of our 
handbrakes, and swept along the ground in a horJU 
fontal direction. When a sufficient quantity of hay 
bad awmwmlated, tiie man wijb a levnr handle dartedL 
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tiie teeth nearest the horse to the ground, by which 
means the rake turned, and, there being two sets of 
teeth, the hay was left on the field. The horse 
never stopped, but continued to drag along the ma- 
chine, which ran upon two wheels ; and the hay was 
gathered into straight lines. 

There was within view a beautiful Gothic wooden 
building with towers, columns^ and ornaments, used 
as an Episcopal place of worship. 

Went with my kind entertainers to their song's; 
be was an intelligent man, and put questions to me 
about Gregory, Bell, Hamilton, Fyfe, Monro, Mil- 
ligan, and Knox. He introduced me to his lady 
and several others, some of whom wondered what 
sort of a town Edinburgh was, where the houses 
were all built with stone ; I was very kindly treated. 
We now took our leave ; I read aloud several of 
Blair^s sermons that night ; they all seemed fond of 
hearing me read. I was much pressed to stay, but 
told them I should proceed on my journey to-morffKWt 
B» I wad getting tired of America. 

By break of day the family were all up ; by sun- 
rise they had breakfast ; family worship was gone 
through, and the wanderer fiar from his home men- 
tioned, and the Almighty solicited to protect him, 
and carry him safe home. I lay some time after 
I awoke, that they might think me still deeip* 
ing ; and when I came out of my room, said I 
would now proceed on my journey. " You will 
take breakfast first,^ said the lady ; ^^ we break&st 
much earlier in America than you do in Britain, I 
guess.'* I asked what was to pay ; " Nothing,'* 
said she, and at the sametime offered me a dean 
riiirt, telling me that there was no time to wash mine 
for me. I tiianked her for her kind offer, but said 
that I had plenty of shirts in my trunk, which would 
be waiting me at Whitehall. These kind people, 
mot content with all they had done for me, bemehed. 



BOITTK TO tAKDT-HILL. 153 

me, if erer I got to Montreal, to write them, and 
to direct mj letter to their son the postmaster, 
whose letters went free, or, if I should become mi- 
well, to return to their house, and make it my 
home. With many blessings and good widies on 
their part, and much sorrow on mine, I parted from 
them. — And I did write them as directed before I 
left America* 

I have erer found the Irii^ even in America, 
kind aad generous, from the fiurmer and the mev- 
dttnt to the day-labourer; I have also received 
much kindness^ wilii a few exceptions, from those 
who are bom Yankees; but have generally found 
the Scotek surly, and fond of speaking evU of their 
Qoantry, and the diorter time they have been in 
America, die more morose are they. Amterica seems 
to be to our own country what tiie safety-valve is 
to the steam-engine ; all our discontented spirits % 
to it,, where they nay enjoy the privilege of grumb- 
Hmg to the woods and desarts. 

I went and visited a cotton spinning-mill, nearly 
opposite to General Schuyler^s house ; it was built 
writk stone, — (Greneial Schuyler^a was built of wood, 
and gaady, wkite painted). Saw the manager ; he 
told, me cotton-spuming did not succeed so well with 
the Americans, as wi^ us ; the want of capital and 
ifae unsteady government were the cause, there be- 
ing 80 many different interests. The territory was 
too large to have only one legislature ; it would be 
better, he said, if the Union were broken up, and 
tiie territcvy divided into smaller states ; even the 
high protecting duties levied by the government 
were of no avi^ From the danger of the wooden 
fires, women oould not wear cotton dresses; and 
oswing to the altemate excessive heat and cold, the 
mem,, as well as . tiie women, had to wear worsted 
Bkui^ whidn csrery «Be manufectares for himself from 
tbe.raw material the \m\ way be ean* There was 
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a good tall of water ; hours of labour from five in 
the morning till seven at night ; breakfast taken be- 
fore b^inning to work, dinner at twelve, supper 
after seven ; wages from nine to twelve dollars per 
month ; but they were paying the hands off — ^indeed 
I. saw this mill advertised for sale shortly after- 
wards. 

Before leaving this place, I was advised to visit 
the ground on which General Burgoyne was en- 
camped when he surrendered to the Americans ; his 
army was on one of the undulating heights that 
are universal in America, as far as I havje seen, 
except in the bottom or prairie lands. You can- 
not see to any distance at this place ; and bad as 
the water is, the men who went to fetch it during 
the siege were cut off, their red coats being a con- 
spicuous mark to shoot at. — I hope the British 
will, if they ever send another army to chastise 
the Americans, dress them more appropriatdy. 
The French, who were dressed in blue and grey, 
overran the country with ease ; mountains and hills 
named after them are to be found everywhere. But 
this is no fighting country. From the undulating 
nature of the ground, it is only adapted for skir- 
mishers ; and he who should again advise the send- 
ing of an army to invade and traverse America, 
ought to be shot for his stupidity. — The trenchies 
Burgoyne formed, having been of sand, are not now 
discernible ; but an aged person who pointed out tiie 
place convinced me that it would have been ne 
easy matter to storm the camp. The general saw 
his men, however, cut up in detail, without an (Op- 
portunity of retaliating, and was compelled to sur- 
render, though he was the bravest of the brave. 
* On calling at a bar-room at Fort Miller, I ftll 
in with a one-eyed Kentucky man, who put all tbe 
usual interrogatories to me ; and upon my mentioii- 
ing that I had been looking after land with the vkw 
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of purchasing, he said he had some good land in 
Argyle, which he would dispose of at a great sac- 
rifice, and that I might come with him and see it. 
I made no objections. We sallied out of the bar- 
room, and observing that he was quite lame, his feet 
being all blistered, I ascertained he had walked as far 
as Troy for some things he wanted — some of our 
writers s^y there are no pedestrian travellers in Ame- 
rica. We came to the toll-bridge across the Hud- 
son at Fort-Miller ; the gates were shut, and a fe- 
male came out and demanded toll, three cents each. 
I went and saw the property ; it was poor soil of a 
sandy loam. Having asked him why he meant to 
sell it, he answered that he had got into debt, and 
wished to clear out and go to Michigan. This Ar- 
gyle seems to be a poor place ; soil sandy, gravelly, 
and barren. 

Returned to Fort-Edward, and thence to Fort- 
Ann, where, however, no vestiges of a fort are to be 
seen. At this place there was a muster of militia, 
some on foot and some on horseback ; saw them go 
through some evolutions, which they performed very 
well, the drums and fifes playing Yankee-Doodle and 
Hail Columbia, the only two national airs. 

Observing some men pulling out stumps of trees 
with a stump-machine, T went and saw the process. 
Two steers dragged the machine from stump to 
stump. A trench was dug around them, the roots 
branching from them being cut with an axe. A 
chain was passed below and fastened, and a horse 
yoked to a rope which was wound round a thing 
shaped like a drum. As the horse pulled, this put 
in motion three sets of wheels and pinions, which in- 
creased the power to a great rate. The chain that 
was fastened to the stump went round a drum also, 
and as the stump was raised, the remaining roots 
were cut away. These roots make good fences ; but 
the ground is not much improved by their removal, 
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as they rui along the isorface and are easily Umth 
over. The ma(&ne was a clumey piece of woric- 
maii8bip«-*tbe wheels and axles might have answer- 
ed the car of Juggernaut. 

Passing hy a farm-house with siHue thatch on the 
roof^ it strudi me that the owner must be from ibe 
Old Country ; and perceiving two men in a wi^gon^ 
the one giving some directions to the other in tbe 
Scotdi dialect, I accosted the former, telling him that 
I was lately from Edinburgh^ and that, having «eeii 
the straw on the roof of his house, if I might be 
permitted to use a common American exjuression^ I 
guessed he was from the Old Country. He refilled 
in the affirmative, giving rae a look not quite so keen 
as that of an American, which I encountered stea^ 
dily. I put one or two questions to him, such as, 
whether he was satisfied with the change he had 
made, and felt himself more comfortable here than 
at home. At this last interrogatory he darted off 
like an arrow, and I smiled to the odier man in the 
waggon, whom I knew from his looks to be an Ame- 
rican. ^^ My countryman has used me very ^eava- 
Berly,^ said I ; the man laughed, and I bade him 
good-bye. I learned that the Scotchman'*s name was 
Paterson, and that he had come from somewJiere 
about Perth. The country being «till of an usdu- 
lating nature, I was soon out of view, and sat down 
by the way-side to note down this interview, a thing 
I have uniformly done since I came here, scuaaetimes 
in deserted houses, on stumps of trees, among brush- 
wood, or by tlie way-side. My countryman came 
hallooing after me ; but as I did not heed him, fae 
came forward^ and urged me to return, whidi I re- 
fused, as I wished to reach Sandy-hiU that night. 
" You left me in a moment,^' said he. " Yes,'' I 
replied, ^^ because you ran away from me so abrupt- 
ly ; I came to see America with a view to settle in 
it, principally because it has been so much extolled 
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by some of our countrymen,^ naming in particular 
a certain popular writer. " D — n him,^ said he, 
" that fellow told, among other good things, how 
plentiful game was in America. I purchased this 
property hefore I saw it, and brought out four rifles 
with me, but I have seen nothing except foxes and 
squirrels^ I will, however, have a reckoning with 
him yet, for he has ruined me ; — come back with 
me.'' " No,'' said I. " Then come forward," he 
rejoined, " I will go with you." In the course of 
our walk he told me that he was much dissatisfied 
and vexed, and that my having mentioned the au- 
thor above alluded to had hurt his feelings, as he 
could not return home, and behoved now to make 
the best of a bad bargain. 

Arrived at Sandy-hill, a person having learnt my 
name asked if I was any relation to Judge Wes- 
ton ; I said I did not know, but that I had some 
relations in America whom I had not yet found, 
enquiring at the same time where this judge resided. 
He pointed to a brick house, and said that was his 
residence. I went towards it and rung the bell, which 
was answered by a hired help (there are no servants 
in America) to whom I presented a card with my 
name written on it. The judge, she said, was in 
the garden, and if I would open the wicket-gate at 
the end of the house, I would find him there. I 
did so, and having accordingly gone up to him, and 
handed my card, I enquired whether he was any rela- 
tion of mine, and if he knew my late brother, where 
his widow resided, and how her family were. He 
answered, that he was no relation of mine, that he 
had been bom in America, that he knew my late 
brother well, that his widow was dead, that the 
family were dispersed, and that he had lost sight 
of them all except James Douglas Weston, whom 
there was no mistaking, as he was making dollars ; 

O 
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that he had married into a rich i&mily in Lucerne, 
and that I would have no difficulty in finding hinu 
We now spoke about the Old Country, about 6ar 
name, about Weston-Flavel, Weston-House, aboiit 
the Reverend Mr Newton, and about Cowper the 
poet, who wrote his best pieces in Weston-Cottage. 
I then told him that I had met a son of his, I be* 
lieved, at dinner in the Albion Hotel, New York 

(he was a clerk in the house of ) ; that I 

had enquired of him about my relations, but that 
he had told me he knew none of that name except 
his own family. He replied that it was just his son 
I had seen ; and then told me he had a daughter 
dying in the house just now, else he would have 
been happy to receive me, and would have sent for 
my nephew to join us, but that I would readily find 
lodgings and board in the village. I then took my 
leave of him, thanking him for his politeness. 

I took my way to Glens-falls, having crossed the 
Hudson again on a bridge of wood, which was only 
for foot passengers. There are several dams across 
the Hudson to raise the water to feed the canal ; 
that at Fort-Miller is said to raise it forty feet; 
they are built of wood. Trees are laid acroiK the 
bed of the river, then these are crossed by trees laid 
first short-lengths, then longer and longer, as the daiki 
is raised. These crossings form an inclined plane with 
the river, at an angle of about forty-five degrees. 
As the water is raised, the sand accumulating on 
the upper ends of the trees makes them more se- 
cure ; besides, they are strongly pinn6d, and are very 
durable. 

Having come to Glens-falls, I observed several 
very powerful mills, some for grinding com, a very 
large one for sawing timber, and one for cuttmg 
limestone, which is plentiful in this neighbourhood) 
into slabs, as we cut our marble for toml^Btonte 
and other ornamental purposes. Saw several lime- 
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kilns ; they burn the lime with wood ; when brought 
to a certain heat, the kiln is allowed to cool down, 
and the limestone, if good, falls into lime — if it 
does not &11, it is cast away. Here, it is in gene<- 
ral very good, being as white as chalk, and after 
being sifted, is put into barrels for exportation. 

I observed several men making charcoal from 
:WOod for the use of smiths. The operation is some- 
.what dmilar to that of making the same article 
from coal, and requires considerable skill ; a large 
quantity is piled up, covered with sand, and then 
Mt fire to. 

In a bar-room here I met a person who accosted 
jne in the usual manner, and having learnt my 
fiame said, *^ You are Richard the brother of John ; 
I knew your brother well, and was present at his 
funeral ; he was of high standing. Lawyer Wes* 
.ton has sent notice of your arrival to your nephew 
James 4 but he wont believe you are his uncle till 
he sees your hand-writing, as he knows it, having 
fieveral of your letters in his possession ; you will 
be going to see him.^ Having told him I intended 
doing so, he added, ^^ You can go in one of the wag- 
gona that drive the lumber from his saw-mills.*" I 
replied, thsut I was in no hurry, as I wished to see 
the country; but that I would write a few lines 
.which he might give to my nephew if he saw him 
before I should have an opportunity of doing so. 

Having left Glens-fidls, I ascended theQueensberry 
Mountains ; some stragglers whom I passed seemed 
to have a notion who I was, and when I enquired 
about Mr Wilkie, who is married to a niece of mine, 
their conjectures were confirmed. Some of these 
immense forests had at one time been on fire ; the 
tall stems of some of the trees, rising high above the 
younger and greener wood, having b^n long laid 
bare with the blast, aiq[>^red like white marble 

o2 



160 EOUTB TO SANDY-HILL. 

columns. When I got to the top of the hills, I sat 
down, and having the valley of the Hudson hefore 
me, fancied I might with a good glass have seen 
as far as Albany. Few houses were in sight, but 
those that were, being painted white, had a marble* 
like appearance. The house in which my brother 
died was pointed out to me from this spot ; it was a 
frame-house of the better order. By the attentions 
shewn to me everywhere, I suspected that the news 
of my being in the neighbourhood had preceded me. 
Having again enquired for Mr Wilkie's house, I 
was directed to the proper place. Four outdde 
«teps led into the house, which was a frame one, 
with several broken panes in the windows. Tli« 
room I was shewn into had a stove in the centre ; 
there was a woman moping the floor, and as I stood 
with my bundle over my shoulder, my cloali. hanging 
on my arm, and my umbrella in my hand, she stared 
at me very keenly, and I at her. I accosted her ih 
this manner : " Are you Mary Weston ?"" " YeB,** 
said she. " Then I am youf uncle."' " What r 
she exclaimed, " Richard from Scotland ?" " Yes," 
I replied. Immediately she flew and relieved me 
of my cloak, bundle, and umbrella, and as I felt 
myself lame from M^alking, and faint and exhausted, 
she brought me water to wash myself, gave me a 
clean shirt, and bathed my feet, putting clean stock- 
ings on me, and, as she had no spirits in the hous^ 
said she would make me a dish of tea. She then 
took a tin trumpet and blew several strong blasts to 
bring her husband from the woods. She apologized 
for having no sugar, but I was a philosopher by 
this time, and could take tea without it. 1 asked 
her if she had any maple trees ; and she answered 
that she had, but that it was so troublesome to make 
sugar, that what they really needed they purchased, 
I thought on Chambers' I|ifoi:mation for. the Feoi* 
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pie ; that number of his on America has been the 
mitt of several to my certain knowledge. 

Finding myself quite refreshed, and as my niece 
still Continued to blow the trumpet at intervals, I 
{MToposed to go and find her husband mysdf ; but 
she oljected, saying that I would lose myself in the 
woods. I answered, *^ No fear ; you have a stream 
running by the house, it will be my guide. I am 
almost equal now to an American backwoods-man ; 
tdl me in which direction you think he is, and I 
will search for him.*" She i>ointed out the way, but 
said I must not go far, and should listen occasionally 
if I heard the sound of the axe, for that he and one 
of his sons were chopping trees. I accordingly sal-^ 
lied forth ; the ground was sandy, marshy, and 
stoney, with a good deal of brush-woodr Some im- 
moense trees that had been lately blown down lay 
rotting in my path ; they were too far from a saw- 
mill to be taken there and cut into clap-boards, and, 
besides, the road was very bad. Hearing the sound 
of the axe, I pressed through the brushwood, and 
fisnind the object at my search, along with his son,^ 
at work. I advanced towards him, and said that I 
was in quest of employment — would he give me any ? 
He replied in the true Yankee nasal tone, that he 
would consider of it; — " You are from the Old 
Country, I guess.*** " Yes,^ said I. " I guess you 
are Uncle Richard from Scotland.^ ** Yes,** I re- 
plied, taking hold of his hand ; ^* I find Lawyer 
Weston has not be^i long in sending information 
about my arrival.^ He and his son then dropped 
wok*king ; and we returned together to the house. 
He led me over his farm, which consisted of about 
one hundred and twenty acres; he had sheep, of 
hogs I suppose he had a hundred, several cows, 
Aree horses, two steers, and a number of geese and 
bani*jard fomls ; shewed me his rye, }Sa Indiaa 
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corn, and his buck wheat. Two of his fields wete 
as stoney as the paved streets of Edinburgh, scanty 
grass growing up between the stones, as I have seen 
in some of the less frequented streets, particularly 
Oeorge^s square and Buccleuch place. All the light 
sandy particles that had once covered the stones had 
been washed away, nor would it have been possible 
from their number to clear these fields of them. 
Hogs with frames on their necks were in the one 
field, and sheep in the other ; they were both railed 
in with worm-fences. In the remaining fields, which 
had not been so long cleared, the soil was somewhat 
deeper, though partaking of the same ingredients ; 
these stones, however, together with the trees and 
stumps, are useful in preventing the soil from bdng 
washed away. 

Next day, my relative drove me in his two-horse 
waggon across the country to Whitehall, where I had 
a view of part of Lake Champlain ; the canal enters 
it here. The houses in this place, as every where else^ 
are built of wood, though stone and lime abound in 
the neighbourhood. I am convinced the Americaiis 
build houses only for themselves, not for their de- 
scendants. I spent the remainder of this day in ex- 
amining the country ; it is really a wild and miser^ 
able place. 

As my nephew had not come to see me, I resolved 
to go and visit him. He lived among the mountains 
of Lucerne, and carried on the lumbering trade to 
a great extent ; indeed, his pine-forests, which are 
very extensive^ are the nearest now to New York > 
his clap-boards and other wood bring a superior 
price in the market, and his name is known even at 
Philadelphia. A person going to America to visit 
his relations need not expect a highland welcome ; 
I had observed this before in the case of a Dr — — 
at Albany, who took me along with him to see «q 
uncle of his in that neighbourhood ; and I had 



LUCESNE. 163 

made lip my mind, if I should meet with a venr 
cold reception, to proceed directly to Montreal. It 
is better, however, that I did not, else I would have 
seen little of America. 

Having intimated my intention to Mr Wilkie, he 
offered to yoke the waggon ; but the distance being 
only ten miles, and the country very rugged, I t<dd 
him I should prefer walking. My niece Mary re- 
monstrated, on the ground that I was not able for 
the journey ; but I pacified her by saying that I 
would make the attempt, and if I failed, her hus- 
band would procure me assistance in a short time. 
Accordingly we set out together over a wild tract of 
country scarcely fit for any thing but rearing tim- 
ber ; for no sooner are the old trees cut down than 
young ones shoot up, and where this is not the 
case, the ground becomes so stoney that to clear it 
or cultivate it is utterly impossible. I considered it 
fortunate that I had declined the w*aggon ; an Ame- 
rican can submit to be jolted about, but in regard 
to myself, not being inured to it, the motion hurt 
my spine. We passed several deserted farms and 
log-houses, the country so undulating that you 
could have no very extensive view, and the roads 
in some places so stoney and gravelly that you would 
think they had been the bottom of a river ; indeed I 
have no doubt but at one time they had been so. 

We now reached my nephew James'*s house ; it 
was built about three feet from the ground, with 
stone and lime, not like the other houses ; it stood 
on the east side of a rising ground, and was two 
stories high on the east side, and one on the west, the 
upper storey being of wood, and painted brown ; a 
small board that surrounded the windows, in imita- 
tion of our curb-stones, was painted white, " We 
will not go into the house,^ said Mr Wilkie, " as 
it is likely he will be at the upper saw-mill; forr 
Jaoies h th^ boy for the dollars^ no mistake.'' Ac«. 
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ocndinglT' we went thither and found him ; he was 
a tall strong fellow, about six feet high, and was 
working among boards in boots, trowsers, and a red 
flannel shirt, his head bare ; his features reminded me 
of my late brother. HaVmgbeen introduced, he shook 
me affectionately by the hand, and looked at me sted- 
&stly, scrutinizing me from head to foot, and repeat- 
ifig the look often, as if he were guessing I was not 
the person I pretended to be. He now dropped 
worMng, and put on a ragged waistcoat above his 
shirt, his clothes being all homespun, and led me to 
the bouse. I was introduced to his lady, also dressed 
in home manufacture; she was below the middle 
stature, but neat and clean. Her fether and mother 
eame in, the former a tall man above six feet high, 
and the latt^ a &t bouncing woman. My nephew 
went into the buttery, a closet c»ff the kitchen, and 
brought out a bottle of spirits and a tumbler, poured 
some out and drank it, then, crossing his hands, put 
the bottle into my ri^t hand, and the tumbler inta 
my left, and bade me help myself, for I was now in 
a free country. * I had learned this metliod before^ 
as it is very common for the Americans to drinfc 
standing, so I poured out a little and drank it, cross- 
ing my arms as be had done,^ a^d then returned the 
bc^le and tumbler. He next handed it round to all 
the company in the same manner, when my wdcome^ 
to the free country of America .was drunk by all 
present. 

A hired female help went out of the kitchen with 
a tin trumpet, and gave several loud blasts as the 
signal for dinner. A large table covered with » 
cloth was set in the middle of the floor ; butcher 
meat, pork, potatoes^ butter, honey, and sauce, or 
what we would call jiam and jielly, were placed upon 
it ; tea was likewise prepared, and cyder set down,, 
as if a large party was to dine. It was about twelve 
nwn. The hired helps> male and female,, ol whom 
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there were about twenty, came in, and washed their 
hands. My niece took the head of the table ; two 
young children, one on each side, sat next her ; then, 
on the right, her husband, next to him myself, and 
then Mr Wilkie, the eldest son next him. The 
hired helps of the male sex sat on the right side ac- 
cording to seniority, and the females on the left, each 
having a knife and fork. All the company, includ- 
ing the domestics, helped themselves to what they 
pleased. The lady poured out a cup of tea for me, 
and sweetened it with sugar ; both of my entertain- 
ers occasionally pressing me to help myself, as it was 
their custom, though contrary to ours. The whole 
scene made me think I had been put back four hun- 
dred years at least ; I considered the lady the feu- 
dal head, the guests the members of the family, 
and the hired helps the vassals and retainers. In- 
deed, there are vassals in America, though there are 
no servants ; and I soon discovered that my niece 
could make her hired female helps obey her as well 
as if they had been servants ; so could my nephew — 
no murmuring, else they are paid off at a month's or 
even a week'^s end ; and they make sure of getting 
others to fill their places readily. 

The dinner M'as soon over, and the house cleared 
of the domestics. I asked my nephew to let me have 
pen and ink, and wrote down a few lines, which I 
handed to him, my object being to remove the sus- 
picion which he still seemed to entertain of my iden- 
tity, as I knew he was acquainted with my hand- 
writing. He looked at me stedfastly ; I explained 
what I meant, and he appeared satisfied. 

He now yoked his gig, and drove me to his sister, 
Mrs Mftrtin's, at Little Falls ; her husband was at 
once farmer, dyer, fuller, and merchant. We next 
drove to the houses of Squires Wells and Ferguson, 
pf Judges RiH^ell and Wells, of Dr Hicks, and 
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many- otiier acquaintances, some of whom wondered 
that I spoke as good English as themselves. 

There was on my nephew's property a large lake 
of some milea in extent, with many islands studded 
in it, one of which was a floating island, sometimes 
appearing h^re and sometimes elsewhere. He remem- 
bered its formation, which was occasioned by a nump- 
ber of spars and saw-dust from the saw-miUs on the 
two streams that emptied themselves into the lake, 
being collected together. This island had increased 
in magnitude till it was above a mile in circumfc^ 
rence ; trees were on it of considerable height, and 
tlxe whole island covered with thick brushwood and 
wild fern, almost impervious. The margin of this 
floating i^and was sandy and gravelly. I used to 
takf^ the boat and spend hours on it, acting the part 
of another Robinson Crusoe, and had neariy fomed 
^Qd acquaintance with an otter, which used to com^ 
JSL^i look at me without molestation. This kind of 
Ujby however, became to me wearisome, and I long* 
ed for something to do ; but my nephew would not 
^ow IQ0 to work for fear of meeting with an acci- 
dent.-^Be8ides his saw-mills, he had o^e for grinding 
rye, buck wheat, and Indian com. 

One day hi^ wife, Mr and Mrs Martin, and my- 
,sd4 were going to visit a neighbour ; James's wife 
wished to have the waggon yoked to carry us, as sha 
Qonsidered it very ungenteel to walk even a very slioct 
distance, when she kept two horses almost for the pur- 
pose. I demurred to this proposal, saying that we 
had plenty of timce to walk, and I would have a better 
opportunity for observation,, and all (^ us more time 
for conversation ; and as I had been accustomed to 
W£dka good deal of late, that I was now getting stiff 
and rusty in the joints. She yielded to my wishes, 
aiKl awav we went In going along the road, about 
a mile m>m Jajaes^'s house, we observed a snake 
rear its head more than a foot fix>m Uie ground in 
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OTir direction, its small Mack glancing eyes fixed 
stedfastly upon us. Mr Martin and his wife Sally 
were frightened, and wished to return ; but Lilly, 
Jameses wife, was not so alarmed. From the posi- 
tion the snake took up, it was evident he meant to 
stand his ground. I had killed hundreds before this, 
having waged a war of extermination against all that 
came in my way, and was unwillingto turn coward 
in presence of my two fair nieces. Taking my arm 
fi"om Lilly's, I went a^-head to reconnoitre, with a 
good stick in my hand ready to knock him off if he 
should spring at me. When he saw me advancing, 
he darted his keen winkerless eyes on me, and with 
open mouth bobbed his head towards me, and rattled. 
No mistake with him now ;— harmless snakes do 
their best to escape, but the rattle-snake is bolder 
than a lion. He stared intently like a real Yankee, 
wishing me to advance within such space as he knew 
he could reach with one spring ; but I kept at a re« 
spectful distance, examining his keen eye, his op^ 
mouth, his gray skin, and his belly of a whitish 
colour mixed with red. Mr Martin having called 
an me to come back, I did so. He cast a stone at the 
snake but missed, I cast another and missed also ; 
the reptile kept his position steadily. Mr Martin 
having cast again and missed, I made a second trial 
also, and cut his spine in two, just at the bend he 
had made to raise lumself. Having fellen down, he 
made several attempts to rise, and even to leap, but 
it would not do. I now advanced cautiously, and 
giving him a few blows on the head to make his 
death sure, opened his mouth with my stick, his 
keen eyes still glancing upon me, and examined his 
fangs, ttien laid him across the stump of a tree to be 
scrutinized more leisurely at our return. The party 
congratulated me in having killed so formidable an 
antagonist as a rattle-snake ; he might be about four 
feet long, and three inches round at tke ti^keft p»rt. 



168 I,UC£BN£. 

When we returned, he was black with flies, and. 
stript nearly to a d^eleton, though it was within three, 
hours. 

Being thus domesticated for the present <imoiig 
my relations, I wrote home to my sons to tell our 
friends that America was much belied by travellers, 
skippers, land-speculators, and call-birds of every de- 
scription, mentioning the prospects of the di£^ent 
trades as follows : 

It is no place for lawyers — every one pettifogs in 
America. 

. It is no place for printers — there are few readers 
there. 

. It is no place for weavers— it is common to weave 
cloth for one^^s self. 

It is no place for tailors — ^tailoresses are chiefly 
employed. 

It is no place for cabinet-makers — the American 
houses are generally furnished in a very simple 
manner. 

It is no place for masons — the houses are chiefly 
built with wood. 

It is no place for slaters — the houses are covered 
with shingle. 

It is no place for watch and clockmakers — ^the 
Americans use wooden clocks, and the sun ; they 
rise with the sun, and breakfast ; they dine when it 
is at its height ; they take supper and go to bed at 
sun-down. 

It is no place for painters — though almost every 
house is painted, the season for doing so lasts but a 
short time. 

It is no place for saddlers, though they cover the 
horses with harnesses of thongs to keep ofl* the flies. 

It is no place for shoemakers — every farmer makes 
his own shoes during winter ; and painters, masons, 
and labourers, become boot and shoemakers when 
they cannot work out of doors. 
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It is thfe cry out that wages are high ; but sup- 
pose a man makes 15 dollars a month, (which is 
great wages) this gives 120 American shillings, but 
an American shilling is only the value of our six-. 
pence — ^here is a reduction. For several months in 
the year men can scarcely work for cold, some months 
they cannot work for heat, and some on account of 
the vermin. Here is another reduction ; and unless 
you spin or weave your own cloth and send it to the 
fiiller (who generally gets anything but money in pay- 
ment) or clothe yourselves in skins, wearing apparel 
is very expensive — no thriving manufactories, not- 
withstanding there are strict prohibitory laws against 
importation. Even provisions are very high ; and 
I am convinced that a man in Edinburgh with eight 
shillings per week might make himself more com- 
fortable than in America with fifteen dollars month- 
ly. I have seen them toiling for six dollars per 
month from sun-rise till sun-set. 

But this is a good place for swindlers and bankrupts 
who have robbed their creditors at home — ^they will 
find here the old hands who acted in a similar manner, 
and who are not the more honest for having changed 
their country ; besides, they will run the chance of 
soon being fleeced of their ill-got gains. It is good 
for the Old Country, for it acts as a safety valve 
for the scum, the froth, and the steam to evaporate. 
It is good for ship-owners who have frail vessels— 
they can with a smaller complement of seamen work 
the ship out, as the emigrants are always willing 
to lend a hand to any thing ; and if the ship goes 
down, there is not much matter, she is insured. 
At all events, the passengers have all paid their 
passage-money before they sail, and the skippers and 
seamen have a chance to get into the boats ; the 
passenger has little chance of saving any thing, and 
hardly his life. See how many ships with the pas- 
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Singers have been wrecked within these few yeai^, 
owing to speculators freighting vessels that are not 
sea-worthy, many having lost thea* liws, and some 
brought back to their own country, or landed in 
America, entirdy destitute, the difference between the 
two being, ^at you may get relief at home, but none 
whatever in America. It is a good fd^ce for tti^ 
man who has lot^ his all by trusting too mtich to the 
World— he has room enough here to weep in the 
wildemeiss without any o«e to hear him, or, if there 
fi^ouM, with none to pity him. It is good for the 
destitute— they can exist, if existence in these soli- 
tudes is worth coveting; by industry th^ may 
make a livelihood. It is good for the grumbler, if 
he has the fortitdd>e to eeme back — he has passed 
though Troj^Komus^s Cave, and having se^ the 
worst, wBl now be more contented ; he will l^am 
fbaft hftf^ness is not to be found in external objects, 
but in his own breast* Every person who has seen 
the world, if be tells the truth, will say that the 
peensantry of no country can be compared with those 
of Britain (&r external comforts. I have seen only a 
jftttiei but I know the fact — ^a near view strips off 
ilhe lettering and gilding. Even Cobbett, Gait, aiid 
Stuart, sAl return^ to their own poor country ; Cob*, 
bett wanted leaders for his Register in order to 
mdte dollars, but the Americans preferred to keep 
the dollars to themsdves. 
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CHAP. V. 

DOMESTIC LIFE IN TH£ BACX^W^OPS. 

Onb day, my nephew James gaid, ** Uncle, I 
meant to have taken you the tour of America, 
no mistake ; but that freshut that undeermined my 
lower mill keeps me hard at it. If I were tp go 
with you, my faired hdps would do y&ry little, 90 1 
must look after them. I have told you that I li«d 
my tilings padced up to come to Scotland when tb^t 
aocident occurred, for that I required the aid ef your 
i9on John. I will make his fortune in twelve years, no 
mifitake; and as you say be has abilities, he may 
raise himself in the State. But be must be some- 
time here before he can be a member of the legis- 
lature ; he can never be president, for those who fill 
that h^ office must be bom in America. Now, bad 
J been on my way to .visit you while you were here 
on a similar errand to me, we should haye missed each 
other, so it IS perhaps better ; but the three thousand 
dollars which that confounded freshut has cost m^ is 
a loss, no mistake.'^ I said, ^^ I showed you a letter 
I wrote to my son ; and if he has made up his mmi 
to come, he will come. But I cannot st<^ ; I am fond 
of my own country, and the farther I am from it, I 
like it the better. He is young, and would be more 
easily reconciled to the change than me. I will waij;, 
however, an answer to my letter.'' *^ Well, to-mor- 
row,'" said he, ** I take you to Caldwell, on Lake 
GecMTge ; the court sits there, and we will be at its 
opening. That saw-miU- deranges all my plans ; I 
must be here, and I wish to attend to yeu. I mean 
to have aU ttiese forests cut down in twelve years, 
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I wrote to my son ; and if be has made up his mmi 
to come, he will come. But I cannot st<^ ; I am fond 
of my own country, and the farther I am from it, I 
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must be here, and I wish to attend to you. I mean 
to have aU ttiese ibrests cut down in twelve years, 

v2 
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no mistake.'' " And will you turn fanner then P'* 
said I. No, he replied, no ; he would go fiuther 
back ; he was fond of the lumbering business, and 
would never think of growing more grain than what 
was necessary for his household and cattle. 

Next morning, accordingly, be drove me to Cald- 
well. As this is one' of the places of note in Mr 
Stuart's Three Years, I mean to be more parti- 
cular with it than with some others I have described. 
The prison and court-house are built of wood ; there 
is also a handsome wooden church. The town 
contains just twenty houses of wood, white-wash- 
ed, and one of stone; it lies on the west side of 
Lsike George, a beautiful expanse of water, studded 
with upwards of three hundred islands^ both banks 
being covered with wood of a stunted growth, and 
many pf the surrounding hills with wild {&m. One 
of the hills near the town goes by the name of Battle- 
snake Hill, from several rattle-snakes' dens being 
upon it; and I saw some people who kept the 
rattles of those they had killed as trophies. The 
Americans say that the waters of Lake George are 
the purest in the world, and that they have even 
been imported to Europe, and used in religions 
houses as holy water. 

I happened to go to the court-house to hear some 
cases tried. In the passage is a space staked off with 
wooden spars, where the prisoners about to be tried 
are confined, in order that they may see and be seen 
by others ; it put me in mind of a hen^s-crib. You 
ascend a wide stair, and enter a well lighted large 
hall having gome square pews like what are to be 
seen in our old churches, some seats like those in 
our modem churches, and also common forms or 
benches. Though the hall was very large, th^re 
were few people assembled. The statutes at lai^ 
were placed so as any one might lift a volume and 
examine it ; I myself did so, and no person inter- 
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nq^ted me. One of the peirs apposite the bench was 
£Ued irith lanryers, who were nttuig in every variety 
of posture, some having their feet higher than their 
mouth, and rocking as i£ they were on a hd[>hy-hor8e, 
otJiecs with their feet on a squave table in the centre • 

The jury were sworn by kissing the bodk, aad 
took their seats ; they had neither pens nor paper. 
The first case was that of a penon fer stealing 
wood ; witnesses were called, who gave their evi- 
dence in good English, but interlarded continually 
with ^^ I guess it was so,^ never giving a direct an- 
swer, another very oomnon phrase bemg, *^ I want 
to know.^ There were many other cases, one fellow 
for hcMKe-stealing — ^he got the state prison ; another 
for fire-raising, setting fire to a wood — this m a very 
eomniffli ofience, and severely punishedr-naot proven ; 
another for shooting a deer«— he was fined in twenty 
dollars — as these animals are getting scarce, th^ 
penalty for shooting tiiem is high, and yet it is con- 
tmually asserted at home that there are no game-^ 
laws in America. 

Somethnes a witness did not appear when called, 
and an officer being di^atched for him, he would ge- 
nerally be found playing at the game of ten^pins. Ori- 
ginally ninepins only were used ; but the New York 
legislature passed a law to prohibit it on account of 
its gaiRd>ling nature. The people, however^ weie 
too knowing to be done in this manner, and tber^ 
femaddeda tenth pin, which it woukl have required 
a new act to 6iq[>pre8B. 

I visited the ruins of Fort George and Fort Wil- 
liam Henry ; aad my heart warmed when I saw 
bride of British manu&eture. The American bridcis 
are entirely red from the greater admixture of sand ; 
but the British brick is blue in the heart from the 
ciay preponderating. These forts, which lie very 
low, had oii^aUy been bomb-proa£^ having a cover- 
ed way 60m the fort? to the kike tp bpng ift water 
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• with safety ; but the French battered them both to 
fihivers from a hill to the eastw^ard, which still goes 
by the name of French-Hill. The walls, part of 
which are still standing, had been of immense thick- 
ness, and feced up in the inside and arched over 
with brick imported from Britain. The bricks are 
now lying strewed about ; and if the people of Cald« 
well had any notion of building with that- material 

•instead of wood, they would have abundance for 
'several hoiises, but the latter is always preferred. 

• Stone they cannot use, as it would be split by the 
intensity of the frost. The outside building of Fort 
George was of lime-stone. Some men were picking 
down the walls, and breaking and burning them into 

"^ime ; they used no kiln, only a fire of wood,' and 

pnt on a layer of wood and a layer of stones alter- 
nately_the process of making Ume in this manner 
was very slow. 

I visited the ravine, if I might so term the un- 
dulating spot where the British troops were cut off 
by a stratagem of the Indians, after marching out 
of the fort, in terms of a capitulation, with all the 
honours of war. No doubt but the French betrayed 
them into the hands of these savages ; they at least 
rendered the British no assistance, though the dis- 
tance from the fort was not above two miles. It 
was here where Colonel Monro lost his two daugh- 
ters, as described so well in the Last of the Mohi- 
cans. I also visited Bloody Pond, where a great 
number of bodies were cast in to prevent burial. AU 
this tract is overgrown with young timber ; but the 
mountains behind it to the westward are extremely 
barren, having little growing on them but wild fern. 
;I have seen nothing like heather since I came to 
•America. 

Observing a sign, '^ Lawyer's store,** I went into 
the house ; among the limited stock of books was a 
very thick pas^ihlet containing a description of laads 
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for sale by vendue, on a given day, for arrears of 
land taxes in the county of Warren. 

One evening I made one of a fishing party on 
Lake George. The boat had a sort of mast, with a 
grate made of old iron hoops, in which was laid 
some pitoh-pine, which gave a good light; one 
man stood in the bow, and another at the stem, 
each furnished with a leister ; two plied the oars, 
and a fifth attended to the fire. The water beii^ 
remarkably clear, the fish were easily discerned; 
but, being very scarce, we only caught four shad 
after several . hours fishing. I never saw an angler 
on the lake, probably owing to the fish being by no 
means plentiful, though its ample extent, its e^r- 
treme loneliness, and the purity of the waters, would 
lead one to suppose the contrary. The view from 
the lake towards either shore was imcommonly 
dreary ; no lights were to be seen flickering to and 
fro; man and civilization were awanting. And 
what is nature without man ?-^nothing but a wil- 
derness. 

I took up my abode here with Thomas Telford, 
Esquire, who has many square miles of this miser- 
able, sandy, stoney, and gravelly soil ; he was very 
intelligent, and . had been on an intimate footing 
with my late brother, who left him one of the trus- 
tees for his family. He pressed me to send him out 
as many farmers from Britain as I could prevail 
upon to come, offering to give them land, and stock 
their farms on shares ; but I have never been able 
to make up my mind to ask any one to go, but, on 
the contrary, have rather used means to prevent 
them. 

Mr Telford had a boat on the lake, in which be 

and I ujBed often to go and visit some of the islands. 

The view of the two shores in day-light is truly 

grand, were it not for the want of population. Cald- 

.well^ however^ looks; rei^NBC^ble^ with its churc^ 
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many: otiier acquaintances, some of whom wondered 
that I spoke as good English as themselves. 

There was on my nephew'^s property a large lake 
of some miles in extent, with many islands studded 
in it, one of which was a floating island, sometimes 
appearing here and sometimes elsewhere. He remem- 
bered its formation, which was occasioned by a num^ 
ber of spars smd saw-dust from the saw-miUs on the 
two streams that emptied themselves into the lake, 
being collected together. This island had increased 
in magnitude till it was above a mile in circumfe- 
rence ; trees were on it of considerable height, and 
tJbke whole island covered with thick brushwood and 
wild fern, almost impervious. The margm of this 
floating i^aad was sandy and gravelly. I used to 
t^ke the boat and spend hours on it, acting the part 
of another Robinson Crusoe, and had xiearly formed 
ajQ. acquaintance with an otter, which used to com^ 
and look at me without molestation. This kind of 
Ufi^ however, became to me wearisome, and I long* 
ed for something to do ; but my nephew would not 
allow loe to work for fear of meeting with an ac(^ 
dent^Besides his saw-miUs, he had one for grinding 
rye, buck wheat, and Indian com. 

One day his wife, Mr and Mrs Martin, and my- 
stUif were going to visit a neighbour ; Jameses wij^ 
wUhed to have the waggon yoked to carry U9, as sha 
considered it very ungenteel to walk even a very short 
distance, when she kept two horses almost for the pur- 
pose. I demurred to this proposal, saying that we 
bad plenty of time to walk, and I would have a better 
opportunity for observation,, and all of us more time 
for conversation ; and as I had been accustomed to 
>iralka good deal of late, that I was now getting stiff 
and rusty in, the joints. She yielded to my wiaheo, 
and awav we went In going along the road, about 
a mile firom James'^s bouse, we observed a snali;^ 
rear its head more than a foot from tiie ground in 
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oujr direction, its small black glancing eyes fixed 
stedfestly upon us. Mr Martin and his wife Sally 
were frightened, and wished to return ; but Lilly, 
James'^s wife, was not so alarmed. From the posi- 
tion the snake took up, it was evident he meant to 
stand his ground. I had killed hundreds before this, 
having waged a war of extermination against all that 
came in my way, and was unwillingto turn coward 
in presence of my two £ur nieces. Taking my arm 
from Lilly^s, I went a-head to reconnoitre, with a 
good stick in my hand ready to knock him off if he 
should spring at me. When he saw me advancing, 
he darted his keen winkerless eyes on me, and with 
open mouth bobbed his head towards me, and rattled. 
No mistake with him now ;<— harmless snakes do 
their best to escape, but the rattle-snake is bolder 
than a lion. He stared intently like a real Yankee, 
wishing me to advance within such space as he knew 
he could reach with one spring ; but I kept at a re« 
spectful distance, examining his keen eye, his opoi 
mouth, his gray skin, and his belly of a whitish 
colour mixed with red. Mr Martin having called 
on me to come back, I did so. He cast a stone at the 
snake but missed, I cast another and missed also $ 
the reptile kq>t his position steadily. Mr Martin 
having cast again and missed, I made a second trial 
also, and cut his spine in two, just at the bend he 
had made to raise lumself. Having Mien down, he 
made several attempts to rise, and even to leap, bat 
it would not do. I now advanced cautiously, and 
giving him a few blows on the head to make his 
death sure, opened his mouth with my stick, his 
keen eyes still glancing upon me, and examined his 
£angs, Uien laid him across the stump of a tree to be 
scrutinized more leisurely at our return. The party 
congratulated me in having killed so formidable an 
antagonist as a rattle-snake ; he might be about four 
feet long, and three indies round at the thidsett part 
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When we returned, he was black with flies, and^ 
stript nearly to a skeleton, though it was within three, 
hours. 

Being thus domesticated for the present «mong 
my relations, I wrote home to my sons to tell our 
friends that America was much belied by travellers, 
skippers, land-speculators, and call-birds of eveiy de- 
scription, mentioning the prospects of the difi^ent 
trades as follows : 

It is no place for lawyers — every one pettifogs in 
America. 

It is no place for printers — there are few readers 
there. 

. It is no place for weavers— it is common to weave 
cloth for one'^s self. 

. It is no place for tailors — tailoresses are chiefly 
employed. 

It is no place for cabinet-makers — the American 
houses are generally furnished in a veiy simple 
manner. 

It is no place for masons — the houses are chiefly 
built with wood. 

It is no place for slaters — the houses are covered 
with shingle. 

It is no place for watch and clockmakers — ^the 
Americans use wooden clocks, and the sun ; they 
rise with the sun, and breakfast ; they dine when it 
is at its height ; they take supper and go to bed at 
sun-down. 

It is no place for painters — though almost every 
house is painted, the season for doing so lasts but a 
short time. 

It is no place for saddlers, though they cover the 
horses with harnesses of thongs to keep off the flies. 

It is no place for shoemakers — every farmer makes 
his own shoes during winter ; and painters, masons, 
and labourers, become boot and shoemakers when 
they cannot work out of doors. 
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It is thfe cry out that wages are high ; hut sup- 
pose a man makes 15 dollars a month, (which is 
great wages) this gives 120 American shillings, but 
an American shilling is only the value of our six«, 
pence — ^here is a reduction. For several months in 
the year men can scarcely work for cold, some months 
they cannot work for heat, and some on account of - 
the vermin. Here is another reduction ; and unless 
you spin or weave your own cloth and send it to the 
fuller (who generally gets anything but money in pay- 
ment) or clothe yourselves in skins, wearing apparel; 
is very expensive — no thriving manufactories, not- 
withstanding there are strict prohibitory laws against 
importation. Even provisions are very high ; and 
I am convinced that a man in Edinburgh with eight 
shillings per week might make himself more com- 
fortable than in America with fifteen dollars montli- 
ly. I have seen them toiling for six dollars per 
month from sun-rise till sun-set. 

But this is a good place for swindlers and bankrupts 
who have robbed their creditors at home — ^they will 
find here the old hands who acted in a similar manner^ 
and who are not the more honest for having changed 
their countrv ; besides, they will run the chance o£ 
soon being fleeced of their ill-got gains. It is good 
for the Old Country, for it acts as a safety valve 
for the scum, the froth, and the steam to evaporate. 
It is good for ship-owners who have frail vessels— 
they can with a smaller complement of seamen work 
the ship out, as the emigrants are always willing 
to lend a hand to any thing ; and if the ship goes 
down, there is not much matter, she is insured. 
At all events, the passengers have all paid their 
passage-money before they sail, and the skippers and 
seamen have a chance to get into the boats ; the 
passenger has little chance of saving any thing, and 
hardly his life. See how many ships with the pas- 
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sengers have been wrecked within these few years, 
owing to speculators freighting vessels that are not 
sea-worthy, many having lost their lives, and some 
brought back to th^r own country, or landed m 
America, entirdy destitute, the difier^ce between the 
ttfo being, Hiat you may get relief at home, but nxme 
whatever in America. It is a good jdace for ttie 
man who has lort his all by trusting too much to tiie 
iVorld— he has room enough here to weep in the 
Tpildemeiss without any one to hear him, or, if there 
fiiioukl, trith none to pity him. It is good for the 
destitute-^they can estist, if existence in these soli- 
tudes iis worth coveting; by industry thw- may 
make a livelihood. It is good for the grumbler, if 
lie has the fortitude to ceme back — ^he has passed 
through Tro^iomus^s Cave, and having se^ the 
worst, w31 now be more contented ; he will Hara 
tbdft hapfHuess is not to be found in external objects, 
but in his own breast* Every person who has see» 
the world, if be tells the truth, will say that the 
poenantry of no country can be compared with those 
of Britain f&r external comforts. I have seen oidy a 
Kttie, but I know the feet — a near view strips oflF 
the lettering and gilding. Even Cobbett, Gait, and 
Stuart, all returned to their own poor country ; Cob^ 
bett wanted readers for his Raster in order to 
lAake dollars, but the Americans preferred to keep 
the dollars to themselves. 
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little here and there, and strewing the room with 
broken glass, upsetting some of the chairs, and mak- 
ing such a confusion as if there had been a great de* 
bauch. She also put sonle candle-ends, which she 
had reserved for the purpose, into the sockets of the 
candlesticks, and waited Jem^s return. These she 
lighted when she heard him enter, and sat down 
upon a chair, pretending to be drunk and asleep. 
He came forward, called to her, and shook her, but 
all his efforts could not awaken her ; so he laid her 
on the floor, put a pillow under her head, and covered 
her, and then went to bed. Wh^i she knew he was 
asleep, she went in beside him, no mistake. 

When he awoke next morning, he looked around, 
imd perceiving the disordered state of the apartment, 
shook his wife, calling her his dear Irish ; she was 
apparently ill to waken, but at last he succeeded. 
'' You have had a large party,*" said he, " and have 
sat long last night, Irish, if I may calculate by the 
candles in the sockets.**' " Yes,]' she replied, *^ we 
were waiting for you." " Heni !" cried Jem, " I 
see a great number of bottles and glasses broken, 
and chairs also, and every thing in confusion ; was 
there any fighting ?" She could not remember any 
thing about it, she said, for she had got vext at his 
staying out so long, and drank heartily in order to 
forget how he was neglecting her ; in her early life 
he had never treated her so, and she wished they 
were again as poor as when they first landed in 
America, for they were happier then than now, even 
although he had got Esquire aflixed to his name. But 
as he seemed to enjoy other company better than 
hers, she intended to invite to her house, every night 
he absented himself without telling her where he was 
going, as many drunkards as she could collect on so 
short a notice, and had no fear of getting them by 
searching the difierent bar-rooms; she had helped to 
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make what they had, and would now help to spend It, 
but not in the manner he did, going out so often all 
night without telling what he had spent, or what com* 
pany he was keeping. She would spend all her share 
at home ; and if he returned in a reasonable time, he 
would see both how and in what company it was ez« 
pended, and the sooner it was all gone the better. 
She added, " You are loud in your complaints against 
me for one nighf s drinking, but you will hare it 
often now, unless you stop at home, and keep me 
company, no mistake.*" Jem was confounded, and 
had not a word to say in self-defence ; he promised 
amendment, and kissed his dear Irish, whom be 
really loved tenderly, and well she deserved it, for 
she was a smart slick woman, no mistake. 

Another anecdote was as follows : — Jem was one 
day making love in the store to a pretty girl, when 
Miss Caldwell having come into a side room by an- 
other door, heard the assignation made, and the time 
appointed, and saw him give the girl a gown-piece 
and some ribbons, promismg her more, at the same 
time treating her with a glass of brandy, no mistake. 
Miss Caldwell retired unperceived, and re-entering 
by the front door, went again into the side-room, 
and sat down to sew. By this time they had several 
helps in the store ; and she generally allowed Mr 
Caldwell and them to manage matters, unless when 
there was much to do. When the time for the as- 
signation drew near, her husband was preparing to 
leave the house, when she asked him where he was 
going. He replied, to get payment of an account, 
and being pressed to say from whom, named a cer- 
tain person. ^^ I wish to consult you about a piece 
of dress I have got,^ said she, and began to put off 
the time talking. He got very impatient, and made 
several attempts to break off; but she stUl detained 
him under various pretences till the time of the 
assignation had elapsed. She had made some nice 
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nq^ted me. One of the peirs apposite the bench was 
£Ued with lawyers, who were ritting in every variety 
of posture, some having their feet higher than their 
mouth, and rocking as i£ they were on a hobhy-horse, 
otJiecs with tbeir feet on a squave table in the centre. 

The jury were sworn by kissing the bodk, aad 
took their seats ; they had neither pens nor paper. 
The first case was that of a person for steaUng 
wood ; witnesses were called, who gave their evi- 
dence in good English, but interlarded continually 
with *^ I guess it was so,^ never giving a direct an- 
swer, ano&ervery oonsnon phrase being, ^^ I want 
to know.^ There were many other cases, one feUoW 
for horse-etealing^-he got the state prison ; another 
for fire-raising, setting fire to a wood — this is a very 
common offence, and severely punished^; — not proven ; 
another for shooting a deer— 4ie was fined in twenty 
dollars — as these animals are getting scsurce, th^ 
penalty for shooting liiem is high, and yet it is con- 
tinually asserted at home that there are no game-^ 
laws in America. 

Sometines a witness did not appear when called, 
and an offieer being di^atched for him, he would ge- 
nerally be found playing at the game of ten-pms. Ori- 
ginally ninapins only were used ; but the New Yori^ 
legidatune passed a law to prohibit it on account of 
its gandbling natore. The people, however^ were 
too knowing to be done in this manner, and there- 
fore added a tenth pin, which it w&M, have required 
a new act to siq^ress. 

I visited the ruins of Fort George and Fort Wil- 
tiam Henry; aad my heart warmed when I saw 
bride of British mannmeture. The American bridcis 
are entirely red from the greater admixture of sand ; 
but the British brick is blue in the heart from th0 
day prepondeiating. These forts, which lie very 
low, had originally been bomb-proa£^ having a cover- 
ed way from the fort? to the lake tp bpng ift water 
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: with safety ; but the French battled them both to 
shivers from a hill to the eastward, which still goes 
by the name of Frenoh-Hill. The walls, part of 
. which are still standing, had been of immense thick- 
ness, and faced up in the inside and arched over 
with brick imported from Britain. The bricks are 
now lying strewed about ; and if the people of Cald- 
well had any notion of building with that- material 
•instead of wood, they would have abundance for 
'£Jeveral hoiises, but tike latter is always preferred. 
• Stone they cannot use, as it would be split by the 
intensity of the frost. The outside building of Fort 
George was of lime-stone. Some men were pidpng 
down the walls, and breaking and burning them into 
"^ime ; they used no kiln, only a fire of wood,' and 
put on a layer of wood and a layer of stones alter- 
nately-^the process of making lime in this manner 
was very slow. 

I visited the ravine, if I might so term the un- 
dulating spot where the British troops were cut off 
by a stratagem of the Indians, after marching out 
of the fort, in terms of a capitulation, with all the 
honours of war. No doubt but the French betrayed 
them into the hands of these savages ; they at least 
rendered the British no assistance, though the dis- 
tance from the fort was not above two miles. It 
was here where Colonel Monro lost his two daugh- 
ters, as described so well in the Last of the Mohi- 
cans. I also visited Bloody Fond, where a great 
number of bodies were cast in to prevent burial. AU 
this tract is overgrown with young timber ; but the 
mountains behind it to the westward are extremely 
barren, having little growing on them but wild fern. 
;I have seen nothing like heather since I came to 
■America. 

Observing a sign, 'V Lawyer'^s store,** I went into 
the house ; among the limited stock of books was a 
very thiclc pamphlet containing a description of lands 
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for sale by vendue, on a given day, for arrears of 
land taxes in the county of Warren. 

One evening I made one of a fishing party on 
Lake George. The boat had a sort of mast, with a 
grate made of old iron hoops, in which was laid 
some pitoh-pine, which gave a good light ; one 
man stood in the bow, and another at the stem, 
each furnished with a leister ; two plied the oars, 
and a fifth attended to the fire. The water being 
remarkably clear, the fish were easily discerned; 
but, being very scarce, we only caught four shad 
after several . hours fishing. I never saw an angler 
on the lake, probably owing to the fish being by no 
means plentiful, though its ample extent, its ex- 
treme loneliness, and the purity of the waters, would 
lead one to suppose the contrary. The view from 
the lake towards either shore was uncommonly 
dreary ; no lights were to be seen flickering to and 
fro; man and civilization were awanting. And 
what is nature without man ?-— nothing but a wil- 
demess. 

I took up my abode here with Thomas Telford, 
Esquire, who has many square miles of this miser- 
able, sandy, stoney, and gravelly soil ; he was very 
intelligent, and . had been on an intimate footing 
with my late brother, who left him one of the trus- 
tees for his family, He pressed me to send him out 
as many farmers from Britain as I could prevail 
upon to come, offering to give them land, and stock 
their farms on shares ; but I have never been able 
to make up my mind to ask any one to go, but, on 
the contrary, have rather used means to prevent 
them. 

Mr Telford had a boat on the lake, in which be 

and I used often to go and visit some of the islands. 

The view of the two shores in day-light is truly 

grand, were it not for the want of population. Cala- 

.weU, however, looks respecNiable, with its churc^ 
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its jail, and corurt-house, (the vanes on the t(^ be- 
ing gilded), and its other twenty houses. Oi^edaj, 
while we w^!e amosing oursdves in this manner,. some 
of the <clia}kfflg between the planks of t^e boat, which 
eould not be pronouneed sea-wMrthjr, as it leaked 
mnch, gave way, and the water nidhed in at a great 
rate; we had both been plying at the oar, but now I 
had to abandon my post, and take to baling tilie boat, 
while Mr Telford pulled away as if ^ had not 
mamj minutes to live. Liooking up and perceiving 
something portentous in the air, he exclauned, 
^ God preserve me, Mr Weston J can you swim ?^ 
** Like a dwdc,'* I replied ; " take no fear <rf me, 
flrind yoursdf ; yonder is a tornado coming from the 
■orth, and unless we get to the lee of Diamond Is- 
iand, we nm a dbanoe of being blown out of the 
water to be bkywn into it agsun.'^ And sure enough 
it«ame, Bweq>]ng along the lake in terrible grandeur, 
'^&ough.tiie thickness of the atmosphere prevented 
«s from observing the desolation it occasioned. 
The lake, which not half an hour before was as 
cakni as a mirror, the sun shining brightly upon it, 
was involved in a dense fog, as were also the hilla 
on each side. The sun was covesed with a haee, 
that gave it a bloody and dismal appearance; there 
was a heavy groundswell on the water, which emk^ 
led a low grumbling sound ; and the hissing of ihe 
Mast was fearful and -ominous. We had just time 
to iand on the lee-side of Diamond Idand whea 
1^ tornado reached us ; we had got our frail baHc 
liauled on l^e beaeh, and turned bottom upwards, 
and sat down in the lee of the stern, Inking on 
by some brush-wood with a death-like grasp, ready 
to lie prostrate with our heads to the storm. Ait 
almost total daikness enveloped us; and thou^ 
many trees were blown down and broken in two? 
jnst beside us, tlie hissing imhso was so loud, a»d tlie 
atmosphere so ihidk, that we Bdther saw Bor bstarik 
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of our clanger. In about half an hoiir the storm 
had passed by us, sweeping onward through the valley 
of the Hudson, and spreading desolation as it went ; 
a white painted frame-house which I had observed 
about an hciur before was levelled to the ground. 
The sun now broke forth again, when we once more 
launched our frail craft on the water, and pulled to 
Fort-George ; we hauled her up high and dry on 
the beach, and stowed away the oars among some 
brush-wood. In going home, we saw that much 
damage had been done, houses, worm-fences, and 
many trees blown down and shattered. 

Mr Telford had several orchards, also some forms 
between Lakes George and Champlain, in which 
there wcMi'no tenants. The houses were empty and 
desolate ; I used often to think, who could live and 
be happy in such a wilderness ? If people come to 
settle in such places, and survive for any length of 
time, they see their family gradually degenerate 
into barbarians, without any advants^^e to them- 
selves to compensate for the sacrifice they have made. 

One of these iarms, besides being well stocked 
with apple and plum trees, had a considerable num- 
ber of peach trees, from which peach brandy was 
made, and from the apples, apple sauce, cyder, and 
apple whisky. The cyder was excellent, but the 
peach brandy and apple whisky very poor. In 
going over one of his farms, Mr Telford said, *^ I 
have set this farm on shares to three persons in suc- 
cession, all of whom have taken me in, and disposed 
of some of the furnishings I gave them ; and I find 
it cheaper to keep these three farms empty than to 
let them, though you may see the houses are as good 
as the one I possess. If I hire people to work, they 
do nothing unless I am along with them, and if I 
bid them perform any service, if it is done at all it 
is sure to be in the wrong way. I have on one of 
my &rms an Irishnian, w|io.desjerted lately from 
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Qiiebee ; he is doing well, but mj other hired helps 
BM «|>oi}iiig him ; he is grossly ignorant, can neitheor 
read nor write, and is a catholic. I have also a 
Sootehmaa, who works well, azid minds what I say.; 
he also is a deserter, but he is sulky, and freqii^atly 
gets drank, and I am often afraid he will kill some 
of us in his high fits ; yet he is faithful, and what 
I wii^ him to do he does. well. As for my own 
countrymen^ tiiey are so trifling and idly-disposed, 
iJuut I can make nothing of them.''^ 

On one of these farms I saw the Scotdbman mow- 
ing hay with a cradle scythe, an instrument in great 
repute in America, owing to the shortness and tbin- 
neas of the crops, and the stoney nature of the sofl. 
In a ooftversation with this man, I learnt that be 
bated America and the Americans. He told roe 
tfiat his brother had written to him about coming 
out, and wsdied me to write and advise him not to 
do 801, for he was very uncomfortable himsdf, detested 
-the manners of the people, and had 3. mind to retum 
and join his regiment He seemed pleased when I 
tdd him I had made up my mind to return. Having 
■ mentioned that Mr Telford wished me to send him 
out some men, '^ Dou^t do it,*^ said he, *^ or the curae 
of God will follow you. If. they have as much 
money, let them buy a rope and hang themselves, if 
not, let them steal something and be hanged according 
to law, but at all events don^t advise tiiem to come 
bare. For my part, I would sooner be idiot than 
live all my life in this place.'^ Mr Telford did not 
know what passed betwe^ his Scotch hired he^> 
and me ; but I was ultimately the means of prevent^ 
ing his brother from going out — this person^s name 
is Robert Mcintosh, Aucbtermuchty. 

I was often much entertained sitting at Mr Telford's 
taiUe of am evenmg at supper ; he sat at the head, his 
hined helps, male and female, to the number of up- 
w^ds of n dogen^ otting on separate sides dA the same 
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board, and helping themselves aut of the same di«h. 
He was fond of a joke, which his American country* 
men could return, for they resemUe the En^sh very 
much in their language and manners. The Irishman 
could aiso pass his joke readily ; but the ScotchmsR 
used often to become sulky, saying he hated su^ 
nonsense, and I observed him more than onee le«v« 
the table on this account before he had got his M» ' 
One day a person said some thing after he had 
]Left the loom, which be partly overiieard ; he im- 
mediately opened the door, went up to the man, 
and shook his fist in his face, calling him a coward, 
a scoundrel, and a Yankee vagabond, and if ever 
he' again dared to make any reflexions against him 
or his country, he would make snakes-meat of him, 
or any one of them. The helps would often caU 
their master to his face " Tommy," in replying t^ 
his jokes, a femiliarity whidi he seemed to encou- 
rage. But I am forgetting that there is n^ such a 
personage as master in America ; though I can vou<A 
for it that a boss is a very tyrannical being. 

Mr Telford was v^y intelligent, and aboundecl 
in anecdotes, some ef which, being of a striking na- 
ture, and relating to real characters, I have takeo^ 
down in my liotes, and will give them as a samfde. 
They refer to Mr James Caldwell, the person who 
purchased the township, and gave it his name. Ha 
contributed largely to erect a towns-house, built 
a diurch in the town, a few houses on the banks of 
Ijake Geoi^e, and a stately wooden mansion for him- 
self ; also made roads and wooden bridges. He was 
at this time a personage of great importance, pla»« 
ting a colony, making roads, and clearing the country. 
The tract of territory which he purchased from tiic 
state at less than half a cent per acre was very large. 

Caldwell and his wife, with two children, arrived 
in America in Ihe year -. He wrought as a la- 
bourer^ and she hired hevself as a help, and boarded 
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out the children. They changed their situationsr' 
often, with the view of bettering their condition^' 
and did make progress^ At last they found their 
way to Albany, a place then rising into repute, 
though now on the decline ; and with the few dol« 
lars they had saved, the wife took a house, kept boar^ 
ders and lodgers, and sold spirits and cyder, which, as 
the water is bad in Albany, she ^' calculated^ upon, 
and got on slick, no mistake. Jem continued at out- 
door work, livering and loading timber on the wharfs, - 
a.professidn which put him in the way of bringing- 
boarders and lodgers to Miss Caldwell, a term 
Jem rarely employed, his usual name for her being 
"Irish,'' except before company, and after they h'l^ 
got up in the world. When alone together, or 
when he was high, I mean drunk, he made much 
of her, no mistake ; and she was really a smart 
woman, and he an industrious man, a regular Irish- 
man, who could turn his hand to any thing, and was 
viery partial to variety, — in short, he wrought at 
every thing, but was perfect at nothing, and brought 
home the dollars to Miss Caldwell, no mistake. 
Miss Caldwell could ^nrite — he was ignorant ; Miss 
Caldwell, got on very slick, and she caused Jem to 
assist her; she extended the store, and dropped the 
boarders, and gave Jem some education. They 
gathered the dollars fast, no mistake. 
: Jem could not settle down, but would often get 
high and stay out all night ; and all that Miss Cald-4 
well could do would not stop him. He went out 
one afternoon, as tisual, leaving Miss in the store; 
at the proper hour she shut it, went into the house, 
and sent the hired helps to bed. By this time they 
were living in a stylish way. She then prepared the 
room as if there had been a large party supping, 
pouring out a little wine and spirits into decanters, 
and putting broken ones on the table and oh the 
lipor, with some of the liquors in them, spilling a 
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little here and there, and strewing the room with 
broken glass, upsetting some of the chairs, and mak- 
ing such a confusion as if there had been a great de« 
bauch. She also put some candle-ends, which she 
had reserved for the purpose, into the sockets of the 
candlesticks, and waited Jem^s return. These she 
lighted when she heard him enter, and sat down 
upon a chair, pretending to be drunk and asleep. 
He came forward, called to her, and shook her, but 
all his efforts could not awaken her ; so he laid her 
on the floor, put a pillow under her head, and covered 
her, and' then went to bed. When she knew he was 
asleep, she went in beside him, no mistake. 

When he awoke next morning, he looked around, 
and perceiving the disordered state of the apartment, 
shook his wife, calling her his dear Irish ; she was 
apparently ill to waken, but at last he succeeded. 
*' You have had a large party," said he, " and have 
sat long last night, Irish, if I may calculate by the 
candles in the sockets.**^ ** Yes,]' she replied, ^^ we 
were waiting for you.*" " Heni r cried Jem, " I 
see a great number of bottles and glasses broken^ 
and chairs also, and eveary thing in confusion ; was 
there any fighting ?" She could not remember any 
thing about it, she said, for she had got vext at his 
staying out so long, and drank heartily in order to 
forget how he was neglecting her ; in her early life 
he had never treated her so, and she wished they 
were again as poor as when they first landed in 
America, for they were happier then than now, even 
although he had got Esquire affixed to his name. But 
as he seemed to enjoy other company better than 
hers, she intended to invite to her house, every night 
he absented himself without telling her where he was 
going, as many drunkards as she could collect on so 
short a notice, and had no fear of getting them by 
searching the different bar-rooms; she had helped to 
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make what they had, and would now help to spend It, 
but not in the manner he did, going out so often all 
night without telling what he had spent, or what com* 
pany he was keeping. She would spend all her share 
at home ; and if he returned in a reasonable time^ he 
would see both how and in what company it wm ex« 
pended, and the sooner it was all gone the better. 
She added, " You are loud in your complaints against 
me for <me nighf s drinking, but you will hare it 
often now, unless yon stop at home, and keep me 
company, no mistake.^^ Jem was confounded, and 
had not a word to say in self-defence ; he promised 
amendment, and kissed his dear Irish, whom be 
really loved tenderly, and well she deserved it, for 
she was a smart slick woman, no mistake. 

Another anecdote was as follows : — Jem was one 
day making love in the store to a pretty girl, when 
Miss Caldwell having come into a side room by an- 
ether door, heard the assignation made, and the time 
appointed, and saw him give the girl a gown-piece 
and some ribbons, promising her more, at the same 
time treating her with a glass of brandy, no mistake. 
Miss Caldwell retired unperceived, and re-entering 
by the front door, went again into the side-room, 
and sat down to sew. By this time they had several 
helps in the store ; and she generally allowed Mr 
Caldwell and them to manage matters, unless when 
there was much to do. When the time for the as- 
eignation drew near, her husband was preparing to 
leave the house, when she asked him where he was 
going. He replied, to get payment of an account, 
and being pressed to say from whom, named a cer- 
tain person. ^' I wish to consult you about a piece 
of dress I have got,'' said she, and began to put off 
the time talking. He got very impatient, and made 
several attempts to break off; but she still detained 
him under various pretences till the time of the 
assignation had elapsed. She had made some nice 
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cordial, of which she gave him a glass, taking one 
herself, and began to fondle and kiss him, tUl at 
last he got quite enamoured of her, and they enjoyed 
another honey-moon. In a short time she said, 
^^ Jem, Miss has waited a long time to pay that ac- 
count she owes you, you had better now go and get 
it. Jem laughed, and asked her how she knew the 
story, and she told him. " No, no, Irish,^ said he, 
" I will not go, for I love you better than all the 
women in America — ^let her wait ; but I wonder how 
it is, for as fond as I am of you I sometimes like a 
change. I know I am wrong, but cannot help it, 
and am sometimes sorry for it.^^ 

Mr Caldwell accumulated a great many dollars^ 
and attained some influ^ice in the State, was a 
lord of the manor, and what not. His descendants, 
however, do not appear to be over-careful. The 
house, though of wood, had been tastefully built ; 
but when I was in that neighbourhood the paint was 
peeling off tiie walls ; and, like Washington'^s, the 
whole building had a neglected appearance, and 
seemed hastening to decay, though no doubt at its 
erection it would be the best house between it and 
Albany. An island on Lake George, not far from it, 
was named by the proprietor Tea Island ; a small 
house was buUt on it, and when Caldwell had com- 
pany, he used to take them thither to drink tea. 
It ia still used for this purpose by the hotel-keeper, 
and many persons frequent it. 
. Lake George is commonly frozen over on the 1st 
of December, and continues till the middle of April ; 
for three months during that period the ice is gene- 
rally so strong that sleighs and waggons with lum- 
ber and other goods can go upon it, and even cross 
it, though accidents are by no means unfrequent. 
People have to wear mits for their hands, and masks 
for their faces, not for foshion, but to prevent them 
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from being frost-bitten ; and sometimes they wear s 
bag over the nose on the same account. In a se- 
vere winter a high Roman nose is not to be envied 
north of New York, 

But to my third anecdote — Miss Caldwell was 
entertaining a party of ladies, of what rank I know 
not ; and what were the subjects discussed, whether 
dollars, dress, or sauce, I am equally ignorant, but 
the last mentioned topic is the onhr one I have 
ever heard them conversing about, in came Squire 
Caldwell. It was the fashion then to have porta- 
ble stoves, on which the ladies might put their feet 
when they were see-sawing on the rocking-chairs ; 
the squire took his lady's from under her, saying, 
^' My wife has still as mudi Irish blood in her as not 
to need the luxury of a stove, nor shall I allow one 
in my house.^ So saying, he carried it out, and 
proceeding to the lake, broke a hole in the ice with 
a pick-axe to throw it in ; but a good part of ^e 
ice having given way before he was aware, down he 
went, pick-axe, stove, and all. The squire was taken 
out after having enjoyed a cold bath for some time 
at 18 degrees below zero. The articles that accom« 
panied him in his fall were never recovered, and 
probably remain there to this day. 

Mr Telford showed me his maple trees, his maple 
sugar, and the process of manufacturing it, which 
accorded with what I have formerly described ; the 
sugar was very dark and in large lumps. He told 
me that a new race of emigrants was proceeding 
from the Canadas ; this was a sort of maggot, which 
was progressing at the rate of fifty miles per annum, 
from north to south— it had crept into his bee-hiv^es, 
where it wove its web, and both the honey and 
honey-comb became putrified. The bees had for- 
saken the hives, several of which were taken dowH 
to show me bow the maggot wrought, 

I took the steam-boat from Caldwell to Ticon^ 
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deroga. In reconnoitring the fort through my teles* 
cope, which I always carried about with me, a per« 
con, a real Yankee, as I knew from his nasal tone 
and high cheek boned, entered into conversation with 
me. He spoke of my being now in a free country ; 
and I answered, '^ My own country is as free as 
America— indeed so free are we, and we know it so 
well, that we never mention it; and so fond am I of 
my native place, after having seen a little of Am^e^ 
riea, and satisfied myself of the respective merits of 
the two countries, that I mean shortly to return.^ 
We entered into a long discussion on this latter 
subject ; and, as usual, our conversation soon turned 
to tlie War of Ind^ndence. " We captured that 
fort from the British,^ said he, pointing to Ticon- 
deroga. <' That was the diance of war,^ I replied, 
^^ but I have read that General Burgoyne took it 
on one occasion in a single night from both the 
French and the Americans ; he swung up his artil-* 
lery from tree to tree, and from rock to rock, and 
planted them on the top of that hill, and had the 
command of the garrison. But he used his advan* 
tage with moderation; he allowed the Americans- 
and French to march out with the honours of war. 
Your general, McDonald, was tried by a court- 
martial; he was a Scotchman— and if you had 
neither English, Scotch, nor Irish in your army, the 
very Indiaoas would soon annihilate you ; for the 
Fraich overran a great part of your territory^ and 
we were the people who stopt their career — and 
how has America requited us P^ ^ The British fleet 
lies quietly in the bottom ycmder,^ said another in«^ 
dividual who joined the conversation ; " we took it.'' 
I replied, ^^ It was good for the Americans and for 
our deserters that you were successful, for our ad* 
mind would have hanged the half of your crew if 
hb had SQCoeededy and they deserved it for fighting 
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against their country. But the prize you made in 
capturing the fleet was of small importance, as the 
ships were so utteriy useless that they were allowed 
to sink.''* 

I crossed the country towards a place caHed Athol ; 
country undulating and barren. One day I met 
a large snake^ who offe^red me no resistance, but 
tried to get out of my way. I cast a stone at him 
and wounded him. He fixed his bright eyes steadily, 
and as it were reproachfully upon me, and darting 
out his long tongue, seemed to say, ** What have 
f^ I done to merit this treatment at your hands P I 
wished to get out of your way, but you prevented 
my escape. You are now about to leave America, 
and we should never again have met on this side of 
time. Surely you might have leffc me to my natural 
enemies the hogs, and given me a chance of living a 
little longer.*' I had seated myself on a stump at a 
respectful distance, and regarding him sted&stly, ac^ 
knowledged the justice of his appeal. " Yes, my 
pretty snake,'' said I, " I have been guilty of 
wanton cruelty, I do confess ; but for your sake I 
promise henceforth never to injure any of your 
species while I remain here." Perceiving that I had 
given up my murderous intention, the wounded 
reptile turned from me, and '^ dragging his slow 
length along," escaped for the present among the 
brushwood, being reserved, probably at no distant 
date, as a morsel to fatten the hogs. I may. men- 
tion here that the Americana are remaricably fond of 
pork, which they gorge in great quantities, and 
which is said to be frequently the cause of the fits 
and delirium so prevalent. 

This quarter abounds in hemlock ; and I observed 
several labourers peeling off the bark, as we do our 
oak, to tan with. I entered into conversation with 
them, and took up my abode for one night in their 
shanty, that is^ a hut erected with branches of trees> 
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OT any thing that comes in the way, without any 
turf to cover it. It is one of the most miserable 
erections one can conceive — a tent, though in rags, 
would be a palace to it ; and the men seemed to be 
smoked and dried almost equal to our red herrings. 
They who come to America expecting to live in con^- 
fort and idleness will find themselves miserably dii»- 
appointed. 

Athol is a poor, sandy, stoney, gravelly place. 
I put up with a farmer who occupied one hun- 
dred acres. No wheat will grow here except the 
buck species, which frequently occasions cutaneous 
eniptions to those who eat much of it ; rye and 
Indian com, however, are produced, but the crops are 
thin. This farmer, along with three brothers, came 
over about fifteen years ago ; but two of them died 
of consumption. They used to meet every Sunday 
at each ot^er^s houses to read the Bible. I sidd to 
him, ^' This miserable place is nothing to Blair in 
Athol.^ " No,'' said he sighinfi" ; " but we were 
entoapped by the name. This % a common trick 
with land-speculators ; and we were simple enough 
to believe that it had some resemblance to the origi- 
nal place on that account ; but we have been wretch- 
edly deceived.**' There was an itinerant shoe-maker 
in the house making and mending shoes ; I observed 
he used pegs to fasten on the soles as well as the 
heels. Here, as is very common, I had tea without 
sugar, though there were plenty of maple trees. 
My host, who seemed to be far gone in consumption, 
said he had long hoped to be able to come back, and 
lay his bones in his native land, but that hope was 
now over. His children were acquainted with no- 
thing better, and he had done all for the best. One 
hundred acres of land is a great deal in Scotland ; 
but here, what is it worth ? My hostess, an intel- 
ligent woman, seemed resigned to her fiite ; and^ as 
I rose to take my departure^ having intimated, 4it 
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I was on the eve of returning home, she shed tears, 
I have frequently witnessed this. 

I now took the road to Warren. This is a miser* 
able sandy undulating place ; the town is composed 
of a few paltry but showy wooden buildings, painted 
white. This being a country where hemlock abounds, 
there is a very large tan-work in the place; they steep 
the bark as we do malt, using only the liquor, and 
tibe taur-pits are heated with steam to force on the 
process. The hemlock bark is not so good as oak 
bark, and the American leather is very inferior to 
Aat which is tanned in Britain ; the importation- 
doty is 50 per cent. 

I visited the poorVhouse at Warren, and I have 
as low an opinion of it as of American prison-dis- 
cipliae. No idleness is allowed here ; there is land, 
or at least sand to cultivate, in order to rear as 
much as will afford food for the inmates ; and if there 
be any luxuries, these go to the keepers, who tyran- 
nize ova: the members in the same way as is done in 
the state-prison, frequently using the lash as an ar« 
gmnent. I once saw a poor female come to a rela- 
tion of mine to beg some clothing ; she was a widow 
with three children, who, while she was out work- 
ing, had been roasting potatoes, and had set their 
miserable log-house on fire, when every thing they 
had was destroyed. My rdative recommended her 
to go to the poorVhouse, but she would not, though 
Ae had nothing to subsist upon but potatoes and 
milk, and some Indian com ; butcher meat she could 
never purchase, and did not taste for years tc^ther, 
except when out working. 

Hearing there was one Mr M^Leod from Edin^ 
burgh in the neighbourhood, I thought I should 
call on him, and leam his opinion of America ; he 
was a mason and farmer. When I entei^ the 
house, I saw a woman with her back towards me ; 
•ha was dresMd in a cotton gown fall of hole»— tha^ 
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American females wear worsted stufis, being better 
adapted for wooden fires, as they spark so much. 
Three white-haired children in rags were playing on 
the floor. She turned round and recognized me at 
once, having often been in my shop. " Goodness !^ 
she exclaimed, " what has brought you here .'^'"— 
" To see you,'' I replied. . I then told her what was 
my motive in coming, and that I meant imme- 
diately to return. " I wish to God we could get 
back,'' said she ; and began to apologize for having 
no spirits in the house, which I answered by saying 
that I was a philosopher and a backwoods-man, and 
would take a draught of milk. 

Mr M'Leod had carried on the building trade in 
Edinburgh to a great extent, several of the housear 
around the Canal Basin having been built by him. 
He became embarrassed in the year 1825, and with 
what he could realize went to America, the land of 
liberty and plenty, proposing with the money he 
had to purchase property, and become a landed gen- 
tleman, leaving poor Scotland and all his sorrows 
behind him. He did leave Scotland sure enough, 
but his sorrows stuck to him. He was obliged to 
part with the land he had purchased in Americn at 
a fourth of what it cost him, and having spent aD, 
had to travel over the country in search of employ-^ 
ment as a working mason, sometimes picking up a 
job, but more frequently without it ; had been at 
New Orleans, Cincinnati, New York, and Mon-^ 
treal. At my interview with this person, I advised 
him to return, which he said he could not do, as 
he thought shame ; but I answered that I meant 
to do the same thing myself, and felt no shame. 
" Oh, but," said he, ** the way I left home was 
different from yours. I am often truly vexed to 
hear of so many people coming here to their ruin, 
from the flattering accounts given by our travellerd. 
Have you read Mr Stuart"? book ?"" I said, " Yes ; 
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and I have travelled many miles in his wake.*" ^< Did 
you notice his account of Caldwell ?'' " I did,^ 
said I, '^ and I have been in the court he de- 
scribes, and heard some trials.^ ^^ You wont believe 
what he says about it ?'' " No indeed,"' I replied, 
<^ he may tell such stories to the marines, as the 
sailors say, but sailors wont believe him.'' " No,'' 
said he, ^^ and masons are better off in the Old 
Country with nine shillings a week, than in Ame- 
rica with forty. I hope you will tell the truth 
when you go back." I promised that I would, even 
though I i^ould be laughed at ; and took my leave 
of him, he having agreed to call at my relation's to 
see me, before I left— but he did not come. I saw 
him, however, in October, when he told me that he 
bad just got fourteen dollars cash for building all 
that summer, the rest of his payments having been 
fecrived in kind, and was now reduced to misery. 

Mr Stuart never travelled on the bye-ways of 
America — ^he kept the highways, on rivers, canals, 
lakes, public roads, and railways, taking his infor- 
niation from skippers, mine host at a tavern, and a 
certain new bombastical gazetteer-book. I was told 
«ven by those who I knew wished to entrap others, 
that his book was too highly coloured. I have often 
met with misery in the bye-ways. Wishing to re- 
turn to my relations by what I understood was a 
nearer cut than going round by Caldwell, I took the 
direction pointed out to me. The road was dis- 
tinct enough at first, but became less so as I ad- 
vanced* I passed several deserted houses and farms, 
(and a deserted log-house is really a miserable sight) 
till at last I came to a place where I lost all trace 
of the road. There was a hill, however, which I 
recognised to be Pot-Ash, and steered my course by 
it; but at times, from the undulating nature of 
the country, I lost sight even of this object. At 
length I descried a log-house on a des^ spoft^ 
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which I gained hy climbing over a rail-fence, but 
had the mortification to find it deserted. I had now 
to take the woods, with no track to guide mysdf 
by ; and when I got to the ridge of any of the un- 
dulating mounds (they did not deserve the name of 
hills), other ridges appeared beyond with a guUey 
between, but no Pot-Ash, nor the vestige of a house 
or human being. I occasionally saw cattle-tracks, 
which served only to mislead me. Trees I climbed, 
but to no purpose ; in some places the direction I 
took seemed the right one, for I had a pocket compass, 
but it would bring me to nothing but a large trunk 
of a tree, and several times, in stepping on one of 
these, my foot would go quite through, there being 
nothing but the outside bark. I proposed at last to 
follow a stream, as Cooper the American novelist says 
the Indians do, which ran in the direction I wished ; 
but it was exceedingly serpentine, and coming to 
a morass on the bank before I was aware, in I 
plumped up to the middle. With difficulty* I gdt 
myself extricated, washed my clothes in the stream, 
and resumed my search, leaving the faithless guid- 
ance of the river. The sun was now far past the 
meridian, the dark sides of the mountain had a dis- 
mal and ominous appearance, and I became full of 
anxiety. When hope was nearly expired, I saw 
something white at a distance ; I went towards it, 
but discovered it was only a goose. Shortly after- 
wards, I observed a cleared spot, and presently a 
house and a woman milking a cow. There was a 
stream betwixt us, and not knowing its depth, I be- 
gan to look anxiously about me, at the same time 
calling out to the woman, who looked round appa- 
rently in surprise. I crossed the stream over the 
trunk of a tree which had been blown down, and 
advanced towards the female, who fled at my ap- 
proach. I pursued, but she escaped through the 
worm-fence by a hole which I could not d^cover. 



i 
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Having climbed over it, I advanced towards the 
house, where the female had stationed herself at the 
door, which she held a little open, ready to shut it 
should I attempt an entrance. I endeavoured to 
excite her sympathy by stating that I had wandered 
a long way in the woods, and lost my road, stating 
at the same time the place I was in search of ; and 
requested her to give me a little water to drink. 
She answered that there was plenty of water in the 
brook, giving. me the keen American stare, and still 
holding by the door, behind which she had partly 
concealed herself. She pointed out the road to me, 
however, after a second appeal, and said if I made 
haste, I might clear the woods before sun-down. I 
have noticed this adventure, because some of our 
travelling poets talk loudly of the hospitality of the 
females in the back-settlements. I have often be- 
fere been told to go to the brook when I made the 
request to have a little water to drink, and that too 
in places more populous than this. 

After various other casualties, such as finding a 
bridge broken down which I wished to cross, and 
which I accomplished not without diflSculty, and 
roads branching off in various directions to tanta- 
lize and perplex me, I was brought to a stand-still 
by a swamp which came in view just as. all trace of 
a path had disappeared. I now became really 
alarmed ; and hearing the report of a gun at a short 
distance, pressed through the underwood, and saw a 
tall man t)f sallow complexion and ill-clothed, armed 
with a rifle, and a blue jay in his hand. His ap- 
pearance put me in mind of the scout described by 
Cooper in the Spy. Having told him my plight^ 
he said, '' Why did you come this road ? it is four- 
teen years since government expended any thing on 
it, and it is scarcely passable for a man and horse, 
even though he is acquainted with the country .'' 
I then told him my adventures, stating that I had 
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a map in my possession, in which this road was dis-* 
tinctly laid down, together with a pocket-compass, 
and I was certain I had not deviated from the 
track. I also mentioned the house I had passed, 
and the female who directed me onwards. "The 
house is mine,*" said he, " and the female is my wife, 
and seldom sees any one since the road is changed ; 
we ai'e really back- woods people. Are you (looking 
stedfastly on me) from Scotland lately, and uncle to 
Jem Weston 9"^ I assented. " He would not advise 
you to come this road, I am sartin ; and it is won-, 
derful you have found your way this length, but I 
will see you safe to his house now. There is no 
mistake with Jem Weston.*" 

We accordingly set off together ; and at sun-down 
came to another stream, which I certainly would not 
have been able to cross without a guide. The 
wooden supports of the bridge had given way, and 
the strong beams that stretched across the river had 
broken in the centre ; the planks on the sides had 
been sawn asunder, and the beams rested on the old 
broken standards fully six feet below the old road, 
which had not been sloped even for foot passengers. 
No horses or waggons could have passed ; and it 
was with some difficulty I got down to a foot-path, 
and crossed in safety this rotten wooden fabric. 
Having enquired at my guide why the road was 
permitted to remain in such a miserable state, he 
said that some people of influence had stipulated with 
a person who had solicited their suffrages at an e]ec« 
tion, to make a motion that the road should be 
changed, in order that it might go through their 
property, which was accordingly done ; " and we 
may do as we like,^ he added, " it is fourteen years 
since any statute labour was done on the road, or a 
cent spent upon it ; and you have seen that it is 
nearly obliterated^ although it exists on the map."^ 

K 
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I got a good deal of infonna^ion from this ^raon of 
such a nature as made me more in love with poor 
Scotland than ever ; and he at length brought me 
safe to my nephew, who cautioned me against placmg 
any dependence on maps in future. 

An itinerant shoemaker, recently married, hariBg 
purchased fifteen acres of land in our neighbomhood 
at one and a half dollar per acre, was about to erect 
a frame-house on the road side as a public-house, or 

> home as it is termed, about two miles from ray 
nephew's house. The process of building in this 
manner, in which all the neighbours lend their assis^ 
tahee, is called in the language of the country a 

' ^* raising bee," and is generally a scaie of interesi 
tibii amusement. Accordingly, on the day appointed, 
haying breakfEisted at sun-rise, as is common in Ame- 
rica, that labour may be dropt for two hours dur* 
ing the heat of the day, I went to the scene of a<v 
ti<Mi. Many had arrived before our party came 
forward, and were employed, some in cutting 
the frame standards into proper lengths, some 
in making tenors, some in morticing, some in 
making pins, and some in boring the holes for 
them* Nails are a scarce article in America; 
yet this free people charge 50 per cent, duty on all 
kinds of imported iron. The American axe is not 
iiftshioned like ours ; its edge is not so broad, nor 
iMLs- it such a curve ; it is narrower, and rounded at 
€he sides. The augres have a screw like our gimlK 
lets for the purpose of working them in as they are 
turned round. There were four steers yoked to a 
kind of scoops, shod with iron in front, having two 
handles like the stilts of a plough. The person who 
held the stilts darted the ^^e of the scoop into the 
sand and gravel, and the steers dragged till it was 
fiill ; it was then taken to a side and emptied. The 
large stones were taken out to form walls for a ed^ 
lar^ and to lay the foundation beams> that they might 
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Se kept high and diy. No wonder that the tornados 
occasionally blow down the houses, the rounded 
rolled stones that are used admitting the blast readily. 
There was no use for a spade, and very little for a 
|nck-axe, the soil being so loose. Every one could 
render some assistance but myself ; I was worse than 
msdess^-^yet all were kind to the foreigner, and when 
they drank spirits, which they did out of a grey- 
beard, each invited me to partake with him. There 
was no measurbg in glasses— it is a free country; 
yet I observed no drunkenness, every one working 
as if he were willing to do his utmost. In about 
four hours the space for the ceUar was deared out 
with these scoops and steers to about four foet be- 
low the sur&ce, and faced up with large rounded 
stones, not one having a comer on it. The fecunda- 
tion beams rested on the same kind of stones, abbnt 
two feet above the surfeoe. The house was to have 
two apartments, one for the bar-room and the other 
for a kitchen, besides garrets. Some cut the joist- 
ings and dap-boards to their proper lengths, and 
prqsared the shingle for the roof. Tiles would not 
answer here, as they would break both wUh the heat 
jk>f summer and the cold of winter ; neither would 
dates suit. Shingle is made from the wood of the 
apruce^taree, cut into lengths, and split as we do our 
lathe. During the heat of summer it curls up, ad* 
snitting the air freely, and if rain comes on, Iw it does 
suddenly, it also has free admission into the hdUse, 
from the same cause. 

The frame was now jointed and strongly pinned, 
the sides and gables brought to their several places, 
and all hands mustered for the raising; I could 
take a part, in this. The undertaker, or archi- 
tect, said in a loud voice, '^ Are you all ready, 
boys ?^' ** All ready ,** was the reply Standbg as 
a fugleman before us, he then muh^ his arms, and 

m 2 
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twisted his body, to the words, " One — two — thre^ 
—heave !" We raised the frame a little, and held 
on till it was propped ; some of the hands were now 
ready with poles to act as levers, to hold on what 
we had got ; and ropes were attached to the upper 
plate to steady it when on end. They had just now 
taken in the slack. We then gave several other pulls 
as before, gaining a little each time, till we got the 
frame placed upright, and did the same with the 
other three parts, till thje four were brought together, 
the tenors entering the mortices, and wedged home 
and pinned. The clapboards were next put on, be- 
ginning at the bottom, that which was above the 
lower one overlapping it about an inch, and the two 
fixed together by a single nail, which also prevented 
the wet from getting in. Lastly, the shingle was 
put on, and the house baptized by a name of the 
proprietor's choosing, spoKen in poetry, and which 
ceremony was performed by a person standing on 
the upper wall-plate with a greybeard of spirits in 
his hand, which he cast away, using certain words, 
which I noted down, but lost on my voyage home 
along with other things. I might state the cost of 
this erection, but shall leave it to Mr Stuart and 
others. After the whole was concluded, we adjourned, 
and spent a happy night together ; the foreigner was 
looked upon with respect; no drunkenness — danc- 
ing went on, the proprietor of the house playing the 
fiddle, which he did well. 
> One evening I was invited to an " apple-bee ^ at 
the house of Mrs M'Queen, a widow lady who re- 
sided a few miles from my nephew. As this species 
of amusement is peculiarly national and character- 
istic, and has not been described, so far as I know, 
by any other writer, I think it proper to give 
a few specimens. I have frequently had occasion 
to be of opinion that society in America, more ea» 
pecially in the less populous districts^ is still to a 
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great extent in its infancy ; and the reader will pro«> 
bably consider that opinion strengthened by the 
puerile and frivolous sports oi which I am now 
about to give an account. Our party arrived about 
sun-down ; the stranger was made welcome, and a 
chair set for him nearest the fire, a large biasing 
wood one. A number of ladies were employed tak- 
ing the rind ofi^ the apples, dividing them into quar- 
ters, and taking out the seeds ; while others strong 
the pieces on cords with a needle, and hung them in 
festoons on the walls inside and outside of tibe house, 
till they were completely dry, to be afterwards boiled 
with sugar and water and eaten. The ladies were all 
neatly dressed, some in silk and others in cotton ; they 
sat very quietly in a group by themselves2peeiiiiBgly 
anxious to get their work soon over, and rarely 
looking up, except when a new visitor arrived, when 
an occasional titter or ^ggle might be heard. The 
gentlemen were in a group also, and employed in a 
similar manner, some having paring machined to 
strip the skin off the apples. The room was large ; 
and I counted forty males and forty-five females. 
A glass of cyder was occasionally served round, but 
i;he most perfect silence was observed. I whispered 
i;o a person beside me, ^^ The lads and lasses in my 
country would not be so quiet.'" " Oh,*" said he, 
** stop a little— you will see by and bye that we can 
be as merry here as your people." Finding myself 
-the only idler, I requested to be allowed to assbt, 
which was granted me, but apparently with reluc- 
1;ance. I then offered to sing them a Scotch song, 
which was listened to ; but still no interruption to 
the silence maintained by the' rest of the company. 
" By and bye," our entertainer said, " we shall have 
enough." 

The company now went out to a brook that gur- 
gled past the house, and washed their hands, the lads 

B^3. 
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and lasses seeming now a little more merry. Dur- 
ing their short ahsence, the room was swept, and 
all the apples removed ; and on their return the la- 
dies and gentlemen again sat down in groups by 
themselves — still not a word was spoken. Tarts and 
cyder were handed round by the lady of the bouse 
and her two young daughters tastefully dressed. 
The sports of the evening then commenced with 
the followinff play : 

Jet 1«^.^« Marchmg to Quebec.'* — (This is 
quite national). A gentleman steps into the middle 
of the room, and eyeing the ladies with a keen 
glance, selects a partner, and leads her by the hand 
into the middle of the floor, then putting his arm 
round her neck, salutes her (kissing is very common 
in America, and the ladies rarely blush). They 
then march together round the room, singing the 
following words ; 

The drums are loudly beating — ^the British are retieating,. 
The Americans are advancing — and we*ll onward to Quebec. 

When they come round to the spot they started 
from, the lady on the floor selects another gentle- 
man, who salutes her ; her late partner acts in a 
similar manner, and the two couples march round the 
room singing the same words. This ceremony goes 
on till the whole party are on the floor. 

Jet 2d.~'' Dodging the Devil.""— The ladies and 
gentlemen being again all seated as before, the two 
parties stand up, leaving a small space between them 
and the seats. The gentleman at the head takes the 
hand of the lady opposite, leads her into the midst, 
and putting an arm round her neck, salutes her ; 
they then walk together between the lines singing. 
The lady darts off, and the gentleman pursues till 
he catches her, when he again salutes her, and con- 
ducts her to the foot of the row. The next couple 
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then commence in the same manner^ and so on till 
the whole have gone through. 

Act 3d. — " Lose the Supper."*^ — The whole com- 
pany being formed into a circle, a lady and gen- 
tleman alternately, a gentleman goes into the mid- 
dle, turns himself round, and selects a lady. He 
then leads her into the middle of the circle, and 
salutes her, when she darts off, and he pursues ; and 
if she does not get into her former place, she must 
stand in the midst and select a gentleman, who sa- 
lutes her ; and then she darts off as before through 
the ring (for they must take their places from be- 
hind). Should the gentleman get into her place, she 
has to repeat the same ceremony again and again, 
and be kissed by every one she selects. This creates 
a great deal of laughter and merriment, especially if 
the lady be often beaten. 

Act \th, — " Pleased or not pleased.***— A gentle- 
man steps into the centre of the room, and turning 
round to the ladies, selects one, leads her into the 
midst, and salutes her. As she appears to be angry and 
sulky, he leads her back to her seat, regretting, as it 
were, that he should have offended her. She is still 
cross and fidgetty ; and her partner says, ** Miss So- 
and-so, you are displeased ; what will please you ?^* 
She answers, " If Mr So-and-so will measure so 
many yards of tape with Miss So-and-so, I will be 
pleased." Perhaps she orders twenty yards of tape to 
be measured, that is, twenty kisses, sometimes on the 
brow, the cheeks, the mouth, the hand, the foot, on 
bended knees, through the back of a chair, through 
the tongs, or in the bob-stay fashion — which last is 
performed by the gentleman kneeling on one of bis 
knees, and seating the lady on the other, their hands 
being folded round each other^s necks, and sometimes 
back to back, kissing over each other^s shoulders. 
The first lady being now restored to good humour, 
another is selected, who appears sulky in her turn. 
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jud baa to be pn^tiated ina similar maimer, and 
80 on. 

Ad 5/A«-/-The company bdng formed into a cir- 
cle) a gentl<Mnan seated in a chair in the cwtre, they 
walk round him singing^^ 

Here are as many wives as are stars in the skies, 

Some are as old as Adam — 
Sited 'On your feet, and kiss complete, 

Your humble servant, Madam. 

The gentleman )*bes, selects a lady, takes her on 
liis knee, puts his hand round her neck, and salutes 
iier, then seats her in the chair, and retires. The 
rest of the party continue walking round her sing«« 

ing,— 

fiere ard jrs many boys as are stars in the skies. 
Some are as old as Moses^ 

Stand on your feet, and kiss complete- 
Take ca3re, don^t bump your noses. 

.She now rises, and selects a gentleman, who seats 
himself, and repeats the same ceremony as^ before. 
Sometimes the rhyme is changed to the following 
words: 

My love is little and pretty. 

She wears a little straw hat> 
Her cheeks are as red as a cherry, 

feer eyes are black as jet ; 
Why cant I love my love. 

Why cant she love. 
Why cant I love my love. 

Better than any body ? 

Aot 6rt.— The company being formed in two 
vows like a country-dance, the gentleman at the head 
stakes hxAA cf the lady opposite with both hands cross^ 
^wise^ and sttiting the action to the wc»rd, sings as 

First a step advance^-^now again retire, 
First this hand—then that hand, 
litfQ my heart's desire. 
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He now puts his arm round her neck, salutes her, 
and sings — 

Now we '11 cast off all wordly cares, 

And meet again in bliss ; 
Come walk with me, my dearest dear, 

And take a social kiss. 

again suiting the action to the word. They then 
walk hand in hand down between the lines, singing 
till they reach the foot, when he salutes her, and the 
next couple commence. — Sometimes the foUowing 
words are used, with a slight variation in the figure : 

Arise, my true love, and present me with your hand. 
And we will march together to some far distant land. 
To some far distant land my true love and I wiU go. 
And we'll settle on the banks of the pleasant Ohio— 

Where the girls do card and spin, 

And the boys do plough and sow, 
And we'll settle on the banks of the pleasant Ohio. 

Act ^ih. — The company again in a circle, with n 
gentleman in the centre, who selects a lady« leads her 
in, put his arms round her neck, and salutes her. 
They now stand up together, holding each other's 
hands high up to allow the whole party to pasa 
through between them, while the two sing, — 

The needle's eye it goes so swift, 

The thread it runs so true. 
It has caught many a smiling lass, 

And now it has caught pou. 

At thb last word they lower their hands and cap- 
ture a lady, who is saluted by the gentleman ; the 
first lady now retires to her seat — the arms are held 
up as before, and a lady and gentleman altematdy 
caught till the whole have had their turn. 

Act 8t^. — The company standing in a circle as 
before, a chair is set in the midst, which is taken by 
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a f €iitii«naii, who looks disccmsolate. The compamr 
march round him singing,— 

H^ne is a young man forsakea. 

He has a contented mind, 
And tho' his true love has left him. 

He will get another as kind $ 
He will set another as kind, Sir, 

I will hare you for to know, 
He is so well provided for, 

He has two strings to his bow. 

He raet and seleets a lady, sits down on the chair,, 
tafcfs her on his knee, puts his arm round her neck, 
and salutes her ; he then leaves her sitting on the 
chair, and to go through a similar course.-^Occa» 
Bionafly the same 6gure is goi» through to the foU 
lowing words :— - 

O, Brother Jonathan, how merry were we 
That night we sat under the juniper tre^ 

The juniper tree, he-ho I 
Rise up. Brother Jonathan, and choose you a wtman ; 
Best to have a good one, or else to have no one, 
And see she be handsome and young. 



the words altered whe» the female^s turn cornea 
raond. 

Act •d/A.'-^The company all standmg on the SooTf 
a lady and a gentleman alternately, holding eadi 
other by the hand ; one of the ladies stands in the 
centre apparently weeping, with a handkerchief in 
her hand, which she occasionally applies to her eyes. 
The rest walk hand in hand around her singing,—* 

Orer bill and mountain. 

The fields are covered with snow,. 
There is a chrystal &untain, 
"Vfhere murmuring waters flow. 
There stands a young maiden forsaken. 

Lamenting over the green. 
Crying Chariie, Charlie, Charlie^ 
Onae to my arms again. 
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The lady now chooser a gentiiemaii as her Charlie, 
who puts his arm round h^ neck, a&d salutes h&f% 
she then retires, and the company continue to march 
round the gentiieman, who in like manner seems 
grieved, and wipes his eyes with a han&erchief, 
fiin^ng the same words, with the substitution of the 
word " Sally'*' instead of Charlie, — and so on. 

Act 10th. — The party all on the floor in two rows*; 
the gentleman at the head takes the lady's hand op- 
posite, puts his arm round her neek^ salutes her, and 
then marches with her to the bottom, singing,*— 

Hey Charlie Cole, are je waking yet 3 
The drums and fifes are beating ^et^ 
If you are waking, I will wait, 
And we'U kiss our girls in the morning. 

When CharUe Cole heai^ teU of this, 

He thought it would not be amiss 

To give his girl a hearty kiss. 

And to stop with her tiU morning. 

When they come to the bottom, aft^ again salut- 
ing, each &lls into their several ranks, and the rest 
foUow in the same manner, till the whole haive goiie' 
through. 

Act lltk. — The company being all seated, a gen- 
tleman rises, and going to the ladies' side, sheets a 
partnar and salutes her; the couple then march 
down the floor sin^ng. 

It's a very pleasant night, 

Since a long stormy day, 
We are going to the ball, boys, 

Fal lal de ray I 
We are going to the baU, boys, 

And will dance till it be day, 
And we do not care a cent 

What the old people say. 

I 

^^ And so it is day,'^ I exdaimed, as the play cob- 
eluded just when the sun had begmi to throw Ihs 
U^t on the eastern^ tlg^ The party aonr lirok;i^ i^ 
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after an entertainment in which there was no dmn* 
kenness nor quarrelling, every one seeming only to 
enjoy the fun that was going forward. We had many 
country dances hetween the acts ; sometimes we par- 
took of a piece of sweet-cake, home-haken, but even 
in eating we were temperate. Next day I called 
with a copy of the last night's entertainment, which 
I presented to Mrs M'Queen, who prized it highly. 
This lady and her husband had emigrated from 
Thomhill, in Scotland, many years ago, and had 
never been happy. She appeared still more miser- 
able when she heard I was about to return, and beg- 
ged that I would take one or both of her daughters 
with me, who however, she said, were in happy 
ignorance of the comforts of home^ a phrase she 
could never apply to the country of her adoption. 
The soil of her farm, which she had long occupied, 
was exhausted, her husband was dead, and she ex- 
pected shortly to be under the necessity of hiring out 
her son and two daughters as helps. After a life of 
toil, and hardship, and privation, she had no pros- 
pect in her old age but misery. Many were the 
evils she denounced against the person who had en- 
trapped her to come here. ** Oh,'' said she, weep- 
ing aloud, " that I could but get back ! Surely you 
will take one of my daughters with you ; they are 
both smart, and can turn their hands to any thing." 
I was exceedingly grieved at her distressed situa- 
tion, but was compelled, from my funds being then 
low, to decline her request. 

A Methodist camp-meeting, which was to last 
eight days, being about to be held at Harrisina, in 
our neighbourhood, my nephew proposed that we 
should go thither on a Saturday, sleep in buffalo 
hides all night, and remain another day if I thought 
proper ; adding that, as his sister was married to the 
eon of Mr Harris, the proprietor of the place, I 
inight afterwards^ if I chose^ spend a hw days with 
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her. He accordingly yoked his waggon and pair, 
and away we went. Having got safe over several 
of those frail wooden hridges previously described, 
and when about to cross another, one of our horses, 
of which this of my nephew's was the best pair in 
all the country-side, fell through the loose planks of 
the bridge, which providentially was not very high, 
and was severely cut and lamed. As I understood 
He was himself one of the road-trustees for the dis- 
trict, I asked my nephew upon whom he would have 
recourse for damages on account of the injury his 
horse had sustained. He made no reply, but, be- 
stowing a few hearty curses on the bridge, took some 
rails from a wooden fence in the neighbourhood, and 
laid them across the chasm, saying that he should 
have it repaired when he returned. Having bor- 
rowed another horse from a farmer not far distant, 
we proceeded through woods and wilds, sandy plains 
and marshes, at times . trundling over huge stones 
and stumpjs of trees, till we arrived at our place of 
destination. A great concourse of people, with an 
infinite variety of vehicles, had already preceded us ; 
and I was told that at meetings such as this some 
think nothing of coming six hundred miles to attend 
them. My nephew, aa^well as many others, had 
brought a sufficient quantity of hay, corn, and mashed 
Indian com for his horses, together with provisions for 
X)urselve8. The horses and steers belonging to the 
different parties were accommodated in Mr Harrises 
parks at six cents per night ; this was a good wind- 
fall for him, and no mistake. Neither was there 
any mistake in his having granted the use of his 
woods for the purpose of holding the meeting, as he 
calculated upon disposing of part of his hay and oats 
to the assembled multitude. 

We now entered the wood, the preacher'^s voice 
being loud enough to guide us to the place of ren- 

S 
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dezvous. The spot selected having been previously 
cleared of the brush-wood, we found the audience 
seated on rows of benches composed of faUen trees, 
which had been dragged to tlie spot and chq)ped 
into proper lengths for the purpose, clap-boards be- 
ing placed over some to make them more commodi- 
ous, and an open space left between for a passage. 
There were six divisions of benches, three in a line, 
the centre one nearest the preacher being inclosed 
by a rail and occupied by the joined members, and the 
rest by strangers. Being dressed in a blue coat, 
black hat and vest, and shepherds-plaid trowsers, I 
was readily distinguished as a foreigner, my tone of 
voice also betraying me ; and many a scrutinizing 
stare I got. The preacher, attended by eight others, 
was holding forth on a platform supported by stumps 
of trees, and fastened by means of strong grass to 
others near at hand. The platform had a covering 
on the top to cause the sound to spread, or, in case 
of rain, to ward it off not the individuals but their 
bibles. The congregation had a grotesque appear- 
ance. Some of the men had hats, some night-caps, 
some handkerchiefs tied round their heads, and some 
were bare-headed ; the devotees had the handker- 
chief tied on from under their chin, with the hat or 
night-cap above, which gave them the appearance 
of so many Knights of the Rueful Countenance, 
while their pale thin visages and long lank hair 
might have suited the real Simon Pure himself. 
"The militia-muster was certainly a treat of its kind, 
but this was still richer ; though I could not doubt, 
from the prolonged keys and groans that accompa- 
nied the conclusion of the orator^s periods, that the 
actors in this whimsical exhibition were perfectly se- 
rious. After the exhortation, an old woman in the 
square occupied by the initiated knelt down, and 
in a fervent strain prayed loud and long, and 
heyed away at a great rate, the saints ejacula- 
ting Hear, hear, and pouring out, as before, loud 
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and lengthened groans. Some of Wesl^'^s hymns 
were then beautifully sung, after which llie knights 
of the rueful countenance collected the money in 
plates, which they handed round to each of the 
company. The one who collected from our party 
did not seem to have gathered much ; and as my 
nephew seemed to recognize him, I enquired what 
sort of character he bore. My nephew replied that 
he was an idle worthless scoundrel who wcmld rather 
do any thing than work ; and he had no doubt, for 
all their keys and groans and alas'^s, and prim puri- 
tanical looks, that they were all alike good for no- 
thing characters and sharpers, 

^ The sendee l>eing concluded for the present, some 
lighted fires on the ground and set about cooking ; 
oSiers went to tents where there was a bar at the 
outside for the sale of spirits or cyder, but no seats-^ 
the Americans at their taverns always drink stand- 
ing and in public. Pots and pans, and even stoves 
were in requisition, the latter of which, I was told, 
are very commonly lent on hire for the purpose. A 
number messed together, and others by themselves ; 
salted pork, and shad fried or boiled according to 
people^s liking, were prepared. The tents were com- 
posed of quilts or cotton sheets thrown over cross- 
poles which rested on stumps or the branches of 
young trees, the cloth in some instances reaching to 
the ground, and in others fully three feet from it. 
There were also a sort of wig-wams made of the 
brushwood that had been cut down, and shanties ; 
and many bivouacked under the waggons like our 
gjrpsies. Indeed the whole of this encampment for- 
cibly reminded me of a military bivouack, the wag- 
gons representing the artillery and baggage-train, 
and the persons who sold spirits and merchandize the 
camp-suttlers and camp-followers. The scene also 
resembled in many respects a country £ur. 

&3 
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After the company had got some refreshment, wor- 
ship again commenced by singing. I went further 
into the woods to listen to the effect at a distance ; 
it was really grand, and forcibly recalled the idea of 
our Covenanters, who had to assemble in glens and 
muirs, not being permitted to worship their Maker 
in their own way in places of more easy access. But 
the circumstances of the two were verj' different ; our 
Covenanters acted against the law, and were in 
peril — ^the Americans have laws made expressly 
for the regulation of camp-meetings ; and they do re- 
quire them as a stimulus, for I never saw men so 
listless, particularly those of the third generation of 
settlers and downwards. 

At sun-down, a large stump about nine feet high 
was selected as a beacon light, sand being put upon 
it, and stones round the edges, to allow the wood to 
bum, and prevent the embers from falling. The 
congregation now went into each other'*s tents pray- 
ing and exhorting ; some got notoriously drunk and 
made a disturbance, to the great scandal and ridi- 
cule of the brethren. At about ten most of the 
company went to sleep, some having feather-beds, 
some straw and hay, some lying on the soft brush- 
wood, some on the clap-boards, some on the plat- 
form itself, and some on the waggons or under them. 
Whether the men and women lay promiscuously I 
do not know, but during worship they sat apart. 
My nephew and I rolled ourselves in the buflklo 
skins, and lay down on the hay in our waggon, the 
horses'* gear being laid underneath us lest any one 
in want of such articles might borrow and forget to 
replace them. The chirping of crickets and grass- 
hoppers made an excellent lullaby, which continued 
till mornirig. I am not sure whether sentinels were 
placed, but rather think it probable that each per- 
son guarded bis own. About one in the morning a 
heavy rain came on^ accompanied by thunder, which 
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effectually silenced our drunken disagreeable neigh- 
bours. Those in the tents were thoroughly soaked, 
but my buffalo skin protected me completely ; and 
after the storm was over I fell sound asleep, and 
dreamt I was in my own bed at home. 

In the morning when I awoke, I found every 
one busy cooking, singing, exhorting, or praying 
in each others tents, or in groups apart, for which 
the forest gave an excellent opportunity; and I 
thought, from the loudness and vehemence with 
which they all spoke, that they wished to drown each 
other'^s voices. I went into the wood to hear what 
effect the hubbub would have in the distance ; and 
as the sound gradually died on my ear, it seemed 
to me as if they were quarrelling ; but the dreary 
loneliness of the spot implied that this could hardly 
be the case. I then made a circuit of the encamp* 
nqient; the number of the waggons would have 
formed no mean barricade to oppose an enemy, 
though it would not have served to keep out the 
wild-beasts, if there had been any, but of which 
there are none except the panther. The bear that 
ha3 been so much spoken of is a harmless little crea- 
ture, which a man with a gocnl stick can easily 
keep off or kill. It is now, however, becoming 
scarce. The morning was fine — the sand, having 
imbibed the rain, was not so disagreeable. Wag- 
gons drawn by steers or horses, gigs and • noddies of 
every variety, equestrians and pedestrians of a)l 
grades, were pouring in in great numbers. This 
being Sunday was the best for seeing the exhibit* 
tion, and was really like a fair day in a country 
village. 

At eight o^clock matters were arranged for the 
day'^s devotions, and the ladies and knights of the 
rueful countenance took their positions within the 
rails ; they really looked dismal this morning, men 
«nd women, both young and old, praying aloud by 
turns to tha very top of their lungs, a»d righiog 
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and groaning at a fearful rate. One old woman, 
with not a tooth in her head, prayed with great 
eloquence, the handkerchief tied over her cap, her 
gray hairs spread over her brow, her features pale, 
thin, and withered. Young women in America, 
though pale-faced, are not generally ill-looking ; but 
an old American woman looks perfectly hideous^ 
Many of the younger ones were well painted, and 
resembled the scenery of their country, as delineated 
by many of our travellers, which looks best on 
paper, or at a distance: 

About ten, a preacher well dressed in black came 
forward on the platform ; he had a good voice, and 
seemed very devout and eloquent. His tones re- 
verberating among the trees had a richness which 
is still strongly impressed on my mind, and will pro- 
bably remain a long time, if I ever forget it. In 
allusion to the disgraceful conduct of some of the 
party on the previous night, whom he mentioned by 
name, he said the congregation were met here to 
worship their Maker in their own way, having no 
weapons in their hands, their weapon being the word 
of God contained in that book (holding up the 
bible). '' But," continued he, in a clear distinct 
voice, ^* though seemingly unarmed, we are. armed ; 
and if the same disgraceful conduct occurs again, 
you will find to your cost that we are prepared to 
put the law in force.'' He then read from the Ame* 
rican Statute Book the laws relating to camp-meet- 
ings, which appeared to me strict enough, and bade 
them beware — ^though they should have the audacity 
to insult the Almighty by annoying harmless unof- 
fending individuals, he would convince them to their 
cost that they dared not at least to infringe the laws 
of America. At this time I happened to be stand- 
ing on one side of the ladies' division, and feeling 
wearied, inadvertently sat down on one of their seats. 
A knight of the rueful countenance immediately 
came fonf ard and tdd me that this was the ladies* 
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side, and made me an object of observation, at the 
same time pointing out the range for males. The ser-* 
mon, though excellent of its kind, was long and ramb- 
ling, beginning with Genesis, and ending with Reve- 
lations. In the coiu*se of his argument, the preacher 
opened his battery against 13ritain,fixinghis snake-like 
stare upon me^ he mentioned our persecutions, how 
we had banished our brethren to other countries, be- 
cause they could not retain '^ the enormous faith of 
many made for one ;'' inveighed against our want of 
faith in treaties; pronounced us a nation of atheists, 
declaring that our best men were leaving us every year 
in thousands, with a great deal more of similar abuse. 
Then, in a smooth and whining tone, he touched 
upon some of our good qualities, such as translating 
and sending bibles and missionaries to every known 
country, thus at the eleventh hour making amends 
for our former bad conduct — this part of the oration 
reminded me of a blink of sunshine after a hurri- 
cane. He spoke throughout rapidly, clearly, and 
distinctly, without reading. In those parts which 
seemed to be addressed as it were to myself individual- 
ly, I took care to return the orator'^s rude gaze, stand- 
ing up with my arms akimbo, and quite prepared for 
the worst he could utter. I seemed like some unfor- 
tunate wight on the cutty-stool^ all eyes being direct- 
ed upon me. At the conclusion he prayed with great 
earnestness ; and, addressing the audience on pecuni- 
ary matters, said that these meetings were no doubt 
expensive, but he who gave liberally in the cause 
of God would be repaid a thousand-fold. The 
knights then handed round the plates for the collec- 
tion, when the meeting broke up, and cooking, drink- 
ing, and merchandizing commenced. I ascertained 
that the preacher'^s name was Bidder— I shall nev^ 
forget him. 

My nephew having recognized his sister among 
the group, introduced me to her, and we now drove 
togettiier to her bouse, a wooden one; it had got 
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no coat of paint that season. Harris of Harrisina, 
her £Either-in-law, lived not far distant ; his house 
was in the same state. What a comfortless appear- 
ance an American house has when you come near it ! 
what a substantial look a mud-house has in our 
country, comparetl even with a frame-house, its 
scanty furniture and beds without curtains, its 
wood fire, and the absence of a grate ! even the 
stove is comfortless. We pai'took of a cold but plen- 
tiful re{>ast at my niece's. Mw Harris of Har- 
risina, her mother-in-law, having entered, I was in- 
troduced by my niece as her uncle from Scotland. 
I bowed to the old lady, and taking her by the hand 
shook it. She returned me the American salutation, 
the stare, looking so intently on me that I felt quite 
asliamed, for I considered myself not so very diffe- 
rent from otlier men as to merit being the object of 
such keen scrutiny. I may notice licre that my 
niece^s children were white-liaired, like all the others 
I have seen who are born in America ; and I have 
my own suspicions that many of the adults are wkite^ 
blooded. 

As I did not feel happy in the house, I went 
out for some time, and viewed the fields and the 
orchard. When I came back, the family propos- 
ed to return to the camp-meeting for the after« 
noon's service. Jly nephew, who was about to re- 
turn home, pressed me to stay a few days with hh 
sister, a proposal wJiich she herself backed. But I 
preferred to go with him— indeed I told him on our 
road liome, that had I met with as much stiffness 
and ceremony from my other relations as I had got 
from this lady, I should have been by this time, in 
the words of the play I had seen, " retreating on- 
wards to Quebec.'* 

This Harrisina is a miserable sandy country, and 
seems at no remote period to have been the bottom 
of A lake ; yet it is undulating, and for many mile^ 
I Gonld not oboenre a OQgle ^tone^ or even a pebfete 
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CHAP. VI. 

DOMESTIC LIFE IN THE BACK-WOODS, 
CONTINUED. AN ELECTION. 

When I returned to my old quarters, I found that 
my maliuscript of the plays had excited some curio- 
sity, most of them being traditionary. There was 
in the neighbourhood a Mrs McLaren from Denny- 
loan-head in Scotland, who, with her husband and 
family, had been induced to settle here about five 
years ago, under the delusive prospects held out to 
them. They had been very comfortable kt home, 
but, like many thousands, had thought to better their 
condition. They were, however, miserably disap- 
pointed; the husband, as well as herself, had to hire 
himself out, and they struggled on for some time 
without making matters better. At length he re- 
quested a relation to lend him some money, as be 
wished to go to Scotland to dispose of some proper- 
ty he had at Denny, promising to return and pay 
the money. He accordingly left his wife and two chil- 
dren, having been upwards of two years absent when 
I was in the place, never having even sent a letter. 

This lady told me that a Mr Aldridge, her 
next neighbour, was to have a " Quilting Bee^ 
that night ; and if I would promise to write it out, 
as I had done Mrs M'Queen^s entertainment, he 
had said that he would keep it in remembrance 
of me as long as he lived. This I promised to 
do. I accordingly accompanied Mrs M'Laren to 
the house of this gentleman, whom I had met 
several times before. The following is a descrip- 
tion of the entertainment prepared for us : A square 
frame was ftstened together at the four corners, 
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and suspended firom the roof. I may remark here that 
the Americans use few blankets, the duty on wool- 
len goods imported being 50 per cent ; the covering 
on the beds may possibly be a pair, very often a 
single one, the rest being quilts, such as I am about 
to mention, perhaps a counterpane, which, however^ 
is generally too expensive. The lining of cotton 
was laced to the frame, several folds of cotton cadice 
being laid on it, above which was placed the upper co- 
vering, also laced totheframe^ and around the frame 
itself a square of clap boards for seats to the ladiea 
A Mr Vantassel, who k^t a home or public-house at 
some distance, was in attendance with liquors of va- 
rious kinds, his bar-room being a closet. The ladies 
began to assemble and take their seats before sun- 
down, each having provided herself with quilting 
needles, thread being furnished to them; a paste- 
board pattern was used to form the dicing, which 
was drawn on the doth with chalk. After sua- 
down, the gentlemen T>egan to arrive, and took their 
seats at a respectful distance from the ladies ; but 
as these fair dames knew there was no such cere- 
mony in my country, I was allowed a greater lati- 
tude, and sat between two of them, — ^not a word was 
to be heard among them, scarcely a look given, only 
an occasional titter perhaps. The gentlemen also were 
as silent as if they had been figures of wax-work ; 
but their feet were not idle, the see-sawing being 
carried on with one knee over the other by many 
of the company. There were 30 males and 35 fe- 
males present. The scene was strange, but I knew 
that fun and kissing were coming, and that the 
real bee was in their minds, though at present lying 
dormant. The quilt was finished in about three 
hours, and taken down, hands washed, the frame 
put away, and the room swept. A fiddler, the same 
at whose house I had been at the raising, was. ea- 
gaged^ and be eould play well ; refreshments were 
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handed round to each, the women and men sitfing 
separate, with the solitary esrception of myself. 
/ The mirth began with the play, " The British 
are retreating, and the Americans are advancing.^ 
Then country dances commenced, with an occasional 
play, such as I have formerly noticed. The next 
was a new one, which I shall here insert. 

" The Grandees of Spain.'' — A lady is seated in 
a chair at the end of the room, the rest of the com- 
pany likewise seated, the ladies on the one side and 
the gentlemen on the other. A gentleman rises, 
and taking hold of another gentleman's hand, leads 
him towards the lady in the chair, and says, 

Here is a knight just come from Spain, 
He means to court your daughter Jane* 

Lady Mother.^-^My daughter Jane, she is too young. 

To be caught by your flattering tongue. 

Gentleman, — ^Be she young or be she old. 
For a price she may be sold ; 
But fare you well, my lady gay. 
For I wiU go another way. 

Lady'Mother.-^T\im back, turn back, thou Spanish knight, 

And scour thy boots and spurs more bright. 

Gentleman.'^-^Mij boots and spurs have cost you nought. 
And in this land they were not bought, 
Nor in this land shall they be sold 
Neither for silver nor for gold ; 
So fere you well, my lady gay, 
For I will turn another wa,yJ----(He goes away, ) 

Lady'Moiher, — Turn back, turn back, thou Spanish knight, 

Aiud choose the fairest in thy sight. 

Gentleman* — ^Yes, I will choose, thanks my lady, 
And take the feirest that I see. 

He now looks among the ladies, and selects onOf 
takes her by the hand, leads her into the centre, and 
putting his arm round her neck salutes her, then 
leads her iiway and seats her at the bottom. He 
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then selects a gentleman, as the first had done, be' 
having resumed his seat, and makes the same pro- 
posal to the lady-mother — and so on till the whole 
are gone tlirough. 

The first Spanish knight now takes his lady by 
the hand, and leading her up to her lady-mother, 
puts his arm round her neck, and salutes her, — she 
seems to be sore lamed with hard walking, and has 
also a halt. The knight says to the lady in the 
chair, " Is this your daughter P"^ She replies angrily, 
** No.*" He then leads his lady away, threatens, 
scolds, and heats her, while she promises to behave 
better ; sometimes she will not till she gets several 
beatings. At last, however, she behaves herself, and 
is again led up to her mother by the knight, who 
puts his arm round her neck, kisses and fondles her ; 
he then says to the old lady, " Madam, is this your 
daughter ?^ and she answers, " Yes." The knight 
now says,— 

Here is your daughter safe and sound, 

And in her pocket a thousand pound, 

On every finger a gay gold ring ; 

Here is your daughter back again. — (He then retires,) 

The mother bids her daughter take off her glove, 
and perceiving that she has no gold rings on her 
fingers, says. '* Where are the rings ?" " I never 
had any,**' she replies. *' Where is your thousand 
pounds ?" " I never had them." " How did he 
use you .?" " Very ill." " What had you to eat ?" 
" Mud." « What had you to drink ?" « Muddy 
water." " Where did you lie ?" '' On needles and 
pins, the points uppermost." The mother gets into 
a rage, rises and pursues the Spaniard, overtakes 
him, and thrashes him well with a stick. This 
ceremony is continued till all the parties are gone 
through. / 

" The Manual' Exercise." — The whole com. 
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pany formed into a circle, a lady and a gentleman 
alternately ; a gentleman standing in the midst says, 
" Attention ! put your left hands on your right 
shoulders every one." (Done). " Put your right 
hand on your left shoulder — ^be steady ; kneel down 
on your right knee every one — ^be steady.'' One of 
the circle leans against his neighbour, and over- 
balances him, when the shock being communicated 
to the rest, in a moment they are all lying sprawling 
on the floor. They then rise up and run to their 
seats. 

** The Ladies' Toilet." — The company being all 
seated, the ladies and gentlemen separate, a chair 
is set in the midst, which is taken by one of the 
former. She proposes going out to visit, and re- 
quiring some iinery alleges how very awkward it is 
for her to visit Miss Such-a-one, and others, who 
will all be dressed. One of the ladies then offers to 
lend her a petticoat, another a pair of stockings, a 
third gloves, and so on, every one offering some- 
thing. (They do not give them, but only say so.) 
She goes out, and returns again ; and throwing on 
her finery, asks each what article of dress they had 
lent her, when, if any of them claims an article 
which they did not previously say they had given, 
she orders a gentleman to kiss her it may be twenty 
times. This is a stirring play. The lady now leaves 
the chair, which is taken by another, and the same 
form is repeated. 

Matters were kept up with great spirit by the 
dancers, of whom Mrs M'Laren was decidedly the 
best ; she was frequently asked to perform by herself, 
which she did gracefully. A young man challenged 
her, saying he would dance her down, but she fairly 
beat him. Several of the company congratulated 
me on the activity and noble carriage of my country- 
woman, and asked if the Scottish girls could all 
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cljance a& weU ; I said it was not uncommon for our 
servant girls to spend half a year'^s wag^s Iq order 
to acquire thi^; graceful accorapllshment, and it was 
^wajrs reckoned a part oi £emale education. The 
last play was, ajs on the former occasion, '^ We wiU 
dance till it is day, and we don^t care a cent whi^ 
the old folks say i^ — and it was day when the play 
ended. 

I was invited to many apple-bees, quilting^bees,, 
and hu^iiDg-bees, in the neighbourhood^ every enm^ 
vieing with another to show me all that was to be 
seen. 

Miss^ M^Lar^B (I ought to have stated before that 
sH the married ladies here are styled Miss) heL\uxg 
tsAd me that she int^ided to invite to her house a 
distant rdiation of hers from Cambridge, New Engw 
land, niamed Ferguson, with an Esquire appended, 
adeng with a pairty, requested that I would make 
one of the numbeir. This gentleman, she said, wae 
a wealthy farmer, and had come to this quarter ta 
marry a cousin of his own, whom he had selected 
taerely for her good looks (a very uncommon reason 
of prefi^ence in America). As the people dF the 
New England States think there are none so inteUi- 
geat and refined as themselves, he had taken the li- 
berty, only the day before, of designating the good 
people of Lucerne, in her presence, as little better 
than hogs, and railed against them at a great rate. 
She wished much I had been present on that occa^* 
sioa to humble his pride a little, and begged I would 
not fail to meet him at her small party tomorrow* 
" O yes, Madam ,^ I replied, " I wiU certainly 
come; nothing pleases me better than to have a 
tilt with a saucy American. You were champion; 
at the quilting-bee, and I shall do my best to be 
victor at this meeting ; it will be some honour to 
our country, since the people say that you are th^ 
best dancer, if I am considered the best speaker.^ 
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*« You will have plenty of oppwiwnity,'' said she, 
^^ for he cannot hold his peace a moment.^ 

Next day, accordin^y, I went to the hoQse along 
with my nephew ; was introduced to the newly mar- 
ried lady as being lately from Scotland, und to her 
husband, the highly polished New EaigisuDder. I 
took hold of his hand and shook it ; he ceased for a 
moment the hobby-hcxrse exercise in which be was 
indulging, for he was upon a rocking diair, and 
fixed a snake-like stare upon me. I stood before 
iiim and returned it, till he was satisfied ; and when 
he withdrew his keen eyes from me, I Aid the same. 
Miss McLaren having put down a diair, not a 
rocking one however, for me to £^ beside him, I 
began the conversation by enquiring whether he had 
evw been in Boston, to which he replied yes. ** it 
IB quite a civilized place," said I. " Yes,'^ be re- 
plied. " Have yoa been at New York ?'' « Yes.'' 
** It is quite a business place.** " Yes.** In short, 
f found, aiter speaking on many thmgs, even about 
his own profession, such as crops, sml, and eattlei, 
I could get nothing out of him but a monosyllable. 
I saw he was getting impatient at my interrogato- 
ries, for he set the rocking-chair a-going at a great 
rate, with one knee over the other; I hM edged my 
chair a little round in order to be more in view of 
him, and was now oUiged to draw back, lest his fbet 
should strike my face. It is a common font very dis- 
agreeable practice with the Americans, aJlb&r having 
repleted themselves, as they term it, to sit upi)n a rock^ i- 
ingrdiair, and swing to' and £ro beldiing at a terrible 
rate. On the present occasion, besideis the danger 
I incurred of being kicked, I was nearly stifled with 
the belching of this New England dandy, who, in 
fkddition to his other qualifications, was the prince 
of spitters. I was tndy glad when he rose and 
left me, taking his rocking-chair along with him, 
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and seating himself in front of the ladies, with his 
back to the gentlemen, spreading his knees in suck 
a manner as actually to take in three of the ladies^ 
knees between them. He then commenced, laugb^ 
ing in a most obstreperous manner, when I rapped 
smartly on the table, and called order, proposing a vote 
of censure on Squire Ferguson for turning bis back 
on part of the company, and monopolizing three oi 
the ladies, when there were several wantera among 
us, myself for one. I said I had no objection to his 
taking his own lady on his knee if he chose, and 
rocking with her, and kissing her, though I b^- 
ged to recommend him to do so decently before 
folks ; and I would thank him to remove his chair 
to a side, that we might see each other, when I 
would sing them a Scottish song. This proposal 
seemed to give satisfaction. I sang the song, ^^ Be- 
have yourselves before folk,'' the chorus running, 
" When we're our lane, you may tak' ten, but ay 
be douce before folk." The party seemed highly 
pleased with my performance, and honoured me wmi 
an encore ; the bride, however, blushed. The squire 
now yoked on me for insulting him, as he said ; I 
asked if he had ever read Chesterfield on Politeness, 
to which he replied in the negative. I said, ^< I 
have heard that all you New Englanders are great 
readers ;" he answered that he did not know the 
use of books. " And will you maintain," said I, 
^^ that education is of no use ?" He did not know 
what to say about that. " Well, Squire Ferguson," 
I rejoined, " I am soon to return to my own country ; 
many around this room know that I can take notes, 
and I call on them to witness how you have acted, 
for I will assuredly commit this scene to paper, 
which any one may see ; and possibly, when I go 
home, I may have it printed, to show my counti^ 
men how a squire conducts himself in America. I 
will give your name at full length, no mistake, and 
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you may, if you become a leader, periuse it yourself 
in print,'' His lady, having now become very uneasy, 
fainted to him that it was time to retire ; and, the 
waggon being brought to the door, the squire and 
his party drove off without taking leave of me. 

Th^e was an uncle of the squire''B, also a Fergu- 
son, and an Esquire likewise to boot, a shrewd man, 
and reputed wealthy, but of this I had some doubts, 
who t^d me that, as I was taking notes, he had a 
couple to marry, and I might go along wHli him to 
witness the ceremony if I had ^^ a mind to." It is quite 
astonishing how fond those who have the titlB of 
squire are to hear themsdves named by it ; indeed 
the aristocracy in America, who are as fond of titles 
as those in the old country, constantly append to their 
names captain, major, and colonel ; and I remember 
once, on seeing a number of these men in a bar-room, 
and hearing others addressing them by such titles, 
none of Aem below that of captain, it reminded me of 
a certain seijeant who was very successful in enlist- 
ing recruits, by styling them all captains, majons, 
cdionels, and even generals. I was told by a coun- 
tryman of my own, who had purdiased land in the 
badk-woods, where the roads are narrow, tibat while 
driving his waggon, the Yankees whom he met, or 
who happened to be passing, invariably tried to jostle 
him, and sometimes upset his waggon ; remonstrance 
was of no avail, till at last he tried flattery. " Will 
you please to draw up. Major ?*^ (or colonel, general, 
or squire.) This never fuled to succeed. — In this 
land of liberty and equality one has no idea of a per- 
son's rank from his style of dress. 

I accordingly accompanied the squire in his wag- 
gon to the house where the marriage was to be cele- 
brated. The p^son who officiates receives a grarr 
luity for his services ; but there is no publication of 
banns, nor registration. The house we came to^ 
tbougli on a Urel witb its neighbours in point of 

t3 
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appearance, was a lo^-house of a very miserable kinil 
both inside and outside. I have often thought that 
the animal propensities must be strong when people 
many under such disadvantages in these wilder^ 
nesses. In Britain, the parents indulge the hope of 
their children becoming more robust, wiser, hap- 
pier, and better than themselves ; but I never heard 
an American express that desire.— In my opinioB» 
in proportion as the land is cleared of timber, the 
poverty and misery of the population is increased. 

The ladies, who were ail neatly dressed, sat in a 
group by themselves. Among the company was an<» 
other squire, as full of speechifying as an American 
squire generally is, who sagaciously remarked to me 
that this wilderness would be a choice place to write 
a novel about, and sell it to the inhabitants. ^^ Yes^^ 
I replied, ^^ if stones, and stumps, and trees were to 
be the readers and purchasers.**^ This person was a 
little, dumpy, chatting creature, and seemed anxious 
to make acquaintance with me, having known my 
late brother well. Conversation soon turned among 
the gentlemen to the universal theme dollar and 
dollar-getting, among the ladies to sauce and picklea. 
Meanwhile time was flying, the sun reminding us 
that he was far past his meridian ; and we had to 
return to our homes over roads not of the best de- 
scription, as those in the American uplands gene- 
rally are. You may have a chance not to lose the 
path in daylight, threading your way among stumps 
and stones ; but at night it requires the keen eye of 
an American or an Indian to keep the track* The 
two squires now almost got into a quarrel about 
who was first on the roll, who had oftenest per- 
formed the marriage ceremony, who was the best 
judge in small cases, &c. &c. and therefore best en- 
title to tie the knot on the present occasion. The 
dispute appearing to become serious, I really began 
to be apprehensive that there would be no marriage 
after allj but that matters would end in an open rup* 
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tiire. I endeavoured to compromise the dispute hj 
saying that the parties lived nearest Squire Fergu- 
son, that they had sent for him to perform the cere- 
mony, and that the other squire had only come as a 
friend and visitor; and therefore I thought that 
Squire Ferguson ought to be allowed to officiate. 
The little bt squire was by no means pleased with 
my interference, and demanded to know what right 
I had to constitute myself arbiter. I admitted that 
I had none whatever, and stated that the fracas was 
of consequence to me only so far as it would af- 
ford a good addition to my memoranda on men and 
manners in America. This posed the little squire. 

Squire Ferguson^ being now regularly authorised, 
the marriage ceremony commenced, the ladies stand- 
ing on one side with the bride at their head, the 
gentlemen on the other with the bridegroom at their 
head, the squire taking his station a little in ad- 
vance between the two lines. No prayer was given, 
nor marriage service read. He simply desir^ the 
bride and bridegroom to step forward between the 
lines, and asked them if they wished to be joined in 
wedlock, to which they both answered yes. He then 
directed the bridegroom to take hold of the bj^ide^s 
right hand with his left; and proceeded to run over the 
duties of married life, making some remarks of such a 
nature as made the ladies blush, and occasioned laugh- 
ter among the gentlemen. He now ordered them 
to let go each other^s hands ; then desired the bride to 
take hold of the bridegroom'^s right hand with her 
left ; and said some witty things, for he really was a 
wit, and a wag to boot. He now declared them mar- 
ried people according to the laws of America, when 
each of the ladies saluted the bridegroom, and the 
gentlemen the bride. A bottle of spirits and a turn.* 
bier were handed round, that each might pour out 
as much as he chose for himself, also some home- 
made sweet-cake ; and tea was prepared. 

An Americaii divorce is nearly as simple as a nuuN 
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riage, and almost as common ; the women are ge^ 
uenllj the cause, and think nothing of it — ^it is 
called ^^ clearing out/^ I knew a woman who, after 
having born fourteen children to her husband, clear- 
ed out in this manner ; and he did not know for a 
long time what had become of h^. She settled hiere 
from Connecticut, and having hired herself as a 
help, got into tiie ^od graces of her employer, who 
ultimiUiely married her. She bore him one child, 
who was woman-grown when I saw her. After 
many years 8q)arati<Hi, her first husband, hearing 
of her subsequent destiny, came over to see her, and 
having informed his successor that she had once been 
his, he replied that he was not aware of the fact, but 
that the gentleman was wdcome to take her back if 
be pleased. No, he said, he had had her long enough, 
and wished her present spouse mudi joy. The two 
husbands parted good fiiends. 

One day, as I was conversing with my nephew, 
a person came up to him, aad sanl, ^' I am going to 
leave these three children with you ; you have food 
for diem, I have not ; my wife has cleared out, and 
left them and me. What can I do ? I have cleared 
out, snA am going to Midiigan.^ *' Really, James,'*^ 
said I, " this does seem to be a free country.'* He 
shook his head, and said that the parents were both 
idle worthless creatures, and that he must send die 
diildren to the poorVhouse. 

A militia muster having been held at Little Falls, 
I was of course in attendance ; but having described 
one before, I need not enlarge on this. I was more 
respected here than at the former one, though I 
occasionally heard the remark, ^^ I wish we had war 
with the English.'' The officers have no authority 
over the men. 

I got acquainted here with Judge Rockwell, 
Squire Faucit, Squire Wells, and several other 
people of consequence, including colonels, migors, 
okl captains. ; also tifo surgeons and accoucheurs, Drs 
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Lawrence and Hicks, which latter was also a major, 
post-master of the place, and tavern-keeper, having 
a sign in front of his house, " Hicks'^s Home,^' where 
he sold spirits, cyder, and medicines, over the same 
bar. He was also a poet, and composed songs 
against the British for entertainments. He used to 
amuse me with many of his effusions, but I did not 
copy any of them ; he had, what is very common 
in America, plenty of self-conceit. Lawrence was 
apparently a man of more education, but prone to 
indulge in Miters^ (spirits). He and I never met 
together but we had a war of words about the me- 
rits of our respecti^'e countries ; and every hole he 
made in the sides of Britain I found a plug for it. 
We generally parted friends however ; and the audi- 
ences in the bar-room used to listen to our disputa- 
tions with eagerness, sometimes assisting their cham- 
pion, who was reckoned the fittest hand at the 
Falls to cry down the British. His disputes with 
me were more like studied orations than arguments, 
and generally concluded with the bravado that he 
was ready to die for the land which had drunk the 
blood of his forefathers while fighting for liberty. 
I used to follow up this flourish by remarking that, 
the soil being nothing but sand, though it should 
be manured with dead bodies I did not think it 
would be much enriched ; that our swindlers, bank^ 
rupts, and deserters, come here with much ill-got 
wealth, which however does not remain, but gene- 
rally finds its way back to. the old country ; and 
that though these worthies no doubt leave their bodies 
here, the soil is not thereby enriched : " No wonder 
you are desirous of war with Britain ; you have 
some chance to gain, and have little to lose. You 
are a set of mere barbarians just two removes from 
the Arabs or Indians ; they live in huts and wig« 
wams, and you in wooden houses.^ I sometimes 
jocularly added^ <^ Take care. Doctor, tbftt I do iiot» 
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hetoTt I lea^e this, cause your blood to mix with the 
«and which has already drunk the blood of your fore- 
fiitbers.^ 

I observe the doctor comes to the bar-room of a 
Bftoming to hear of a patient, the lawyer and petti- 
fogger to hear of a cause, the packman to open his 
pack, and the quidnuncs, gossips, and busy bodies, to 
bear the news or any scandal that may be going for- 
ward. This practice, which is general every where, 
will long prevent the American character from ris- 
ing ; these bar-rooms are a curse to the country. 
. I got acquainted here with a Mr and Mrs Keii- 
ftedy, who had been long resident ; they invited me 
to come and stay with them, which I did for one 
night. Miss Kennedy told me that when the came 
out t^ was so poorly for some time that she conld 
not speak. She said that almost every new comer 
tikes the oountry'^s distemper, and wondered how i 
had escaped. I said it might be owing to my abste- 
jmom way of living ; I ate moderately, I drank mo^ 
derately, using spirits mixed with water, and wore a 
liui<flBerchief tied round my waist, which I tightened 
from time to time. She had been in Edinburgh, 
where some of her rdations resided, one of whom 
bfid written out to enquire if her fscanlj would ad« 
rise him to come, as he had saved a little. She was 
at a loss what to say, not wishing either to bid or 
forbid him. I had seen more of Ihe country, she 
said, than her or her huj^and, and could describe 
it better ; and requested me to be the bearer of a 
letter to that person.* 

Mr Kennedy was originally a Highland smuggler, 
and had a run of ill luck, having b^n often detected 
by the excise-officers. He therefore resolved to go 

. * Since my return borne, I have «een tliis person and his 
family ; and I think I have aaved them. One of them fre- 
gnentiy calls on me — ^he has made money, w)iUe bis relations 
lA Ameiicft have kwt Uie Htde^hey iia4. 
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otrt ix> the land of liberty, and try whisky-brewings 
diere ; but he found his cbeumstances nowise im« 
proved. Some of his customers in the Old Country, 
he said, paid him well ; but here no person would 
pay at all, so he gave up the business. He is, not- 
withstanding, the only contented emigrant I have 
yet seen, and does not rail against the Old Country. 
The last time I met him, he gave me a glass in a 
bar-room, saying, ^^ Tell my relations I have still a 
sizpraice to treat an old countryman with.*" Mrs 
Kennedy showed me her three daughters, extolled 
their perfections, and said surely I would take one 
of them home. I asked which of them, and she an- 
swered either I pleased. But the young lady, I 
said, nought have objections. ^^ Try them, said she, 
^ any one of them will go with you ; I wish they 
w^e at home, and away from this wicked place."*^ 
This person spoke the best English of any in the 
district, and very like the Inverness pronunciation. 

A Temperance camp-meeting being to be held at 
a place called Jessop'^s Landing, I went thither. It 
lasted four days, and resembled, in so far as regards 
the numbers who attended and the variety of vehi« 
cles, the Methodist meeting I have already described. 
It was held on a cleared common, I mean an undu-^ 
lating unenclosed piece of ground, and seemingly de- 
serted; a stream ran very near it. There were 
preachers and exhorters, and people who furnished 
many melancholy statements regarding the pernici- 
ous effects of drinking ; there was singing and pray- 
ing, though the effect produced wanted the solem^ 
nity of the Methodist meeting. Tents and bars 
were erected at the distance from the camp prescribed 
by the American statutes ; and many people attend- 
ed for no other purpose than to hold the members up 
to ridicule. However useful camp-meetings and re- 
vivals may be in some cases, there was little to di- 
vert and nothing to instruct in this ; at least such* 
was my impression, though I will not say that these 
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assemblies may not be attended with good effects. 
Labour was entirely superseded for the time, and 
much wanton mischief done ; the bar^keepers had a 
busy time of it, and sold great quantities of liquor. 
It is surely a strange way of promoting temperance 
thus to give people the leisure and opportunity of 
getting drunk. I knew of one convert made on this 
occasion, who caused all his fiimily to join him — at 
least he made the attempt. This was Squire Wells, 
recently enrolled in the commission of the peace upon 
the demise of Squire Faucit, who had been found 
dead in his bed a few days before, and whose funeral, 
by the way, I attended. 

When Squire Wells returned from this camp- 
meeting, he emptied out all his cyder, of which he 
had laid in a goodly store, nor would he allow any 
of it to be given away. Neither would he sell his 
apples, lest any one should brew the peiliicious be- 
verage out of them. In short he was quite new- 
fangled about the matter, and, if I may be allowed 
a pun upon his newly acquired dignity, rode on the 
top of his commission. He used to treat me with 
brandy and water when I went to visit him, but 
now I got water only. His profession was that of 
&rmer and miller ; he had a hired help at the mill 
who had been with him for more than twenty years, 
and ^^ ne'^er had changed, nor wished to change his 
place." This man was very fond of his bitters, as 
spirits are called, and occasionally got hiyh; and 
the squire now felt desirous to convert him, and in- 
deed myself, and every other person who came about 
him. I would not yield the point on my own ac- 
count, and said he ought not to be so hard on his 
hired help, who had been long accustomed to take 
his glass. The help, emboldened by the plea I set 
up for him, resolutely defended himself against this 
new heresy of his master's. Yet after this time the 
squire never saw him going or returning from the bar- 
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room without pouring out a volley of abuse upon 
his tippling propensities. 

I went to visit a venerable lady named Mrs Stew- 
art, who was Wind with age. She had been origi- 
nally from Edinburgh, and resided with her son, 
who was very kind and attentive to her. I spent 
a night in these worthy people's house, where I saw 
an eight-day clock, made in Edinburgh, being the 
only one in the district. Upon my first introduc- 
tion, I took the old lady by the hand and spoke to 
ber. She said, " Your language convinces me that 
you are really from my native town — it is a long 
time since I heard it spoken. • Often have I wished 
to return, but could never make it out.'' She kept 
hold of my hand for a long time, as if afraid I should 
leave her. Some of her relations in Edinburgh who 
are still alive had recently written to her about 
coming out ; and she bade me try and persuade them 
not to come, as this was a place for hard labour only. 
" Few," said she, " make more than a living ; and 
we are far from the good, the religious society, which 
is so easily come at in Edinburgh. I wish my rela- 
tions too well to desire their presence here ; tell them 
I have all that I need, and am waiting in the dark 
for the messenger of death — I hope he will not be 
long now in coming.'" — I brought a letter home with 
me to these people, and advised them to be content 
with what providence affords them in their own 
place, as I had no doubt they would be miserable if 
they went to America. 

Mr Stewart took me to see what were called the 
vestiges of an old fortification, in order that I might 
examine it, and give my opinion. It was situated 
in a field on the banks of the Sartendago, or Indian 
River ; there were mounds and ruts apparently an- 
tiquated, with trees growing within the lines, and 
a conieal shaped hill, seemingly artificial, situated 

U 
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apiong the ruts^ I was. convinced it. bad not been 
a fortification or encampment, owing to the light 
asHftdy nature of the soU; all the encampments Irhad 
formerly seen were levelled with the ground, and many 
of them of modern, date. I was puzzled, however, 
to account f(n* th^ present one,, as the tall trees^ 
growing in the midst showed it could not have 
beep of recent origin. The lines were pointed out 
hy a person who accompanied us, and. who said he 
h&dleetle (this is. the American spelling) doubt Imt 
6<Hnething valuable was buried under it. I could give 
XK)^ opinion — a poet or antiquary might make some- 
ihi&g,of them, but I could not. Our companion 
il^fi a long yari^ on the subject, but Mr Stewart 
was silent^ I' said it appeared to me that the 
1)1^4 in the river might have been choked up either 
with ice or wood, and by overflowing its banks, 
and' rushing, aimong the trees, might have caused 
thiBse ruts iuc the sand-— fortifications I could not 
suppose themr— and the mound might have been 
farmed by a swirl in the watery Mr Stewart an- 
swered, " You have guessed right ; but we have 
amused some English travellers by calling it an 
ancient fort, and I guess they will have drawings 
and descriptions of it. I would notj however, wish 
to deceive you ; you have been frank and candid 
with us, and, disliking our country and manners, 
ape not afraid to avow it. I saw this seeming forti- 
fication formed, and a mighty freshut it was, laying 
this field and many others in ruin. Hogs, cattle, 
and horses, and also some men who were attempting 
to rescue what they could, were carried away with 
it." 

Mr Stewart was very kind to me, and presented 
me with a manuscript copy of his travels to the wilds 
of New York, which were highly amusing. I gave 
it to one of his relations in Edinburgh. 

A Major Hall invited me to attend a court- 
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martial, to be held at Doctor Hicks^s, Little ^alls, 
upon those who had been absent at the militia- 
muster. The court was composed of one major, two 
captains, and an adjutant, all in 'uniform, and -good 
looking men. They sat in a room in the uppier storey 
above the bar-room, several other persons besides 
themselves being seated at the table. I have little 
doubt but Dr Hicks would like a court-martial to 
be held in his house once a month ; at least there 
was plenty of drinking, and some fighting. 

One of the absentees being called in, the statute 
regarding persons absenting themselves without a 
proper reason was read ov^. Three pettifoggers 
were employed to conduct the defence; they spoke 
by turns, and each twisted and misconstrued the 
clauses which had been read in a most disingenuous 
-manner, arguing that the act had no such meaning as 
that put on it by the court, whose object Wa& 'merely 
to exact the fine for their own emolument ; but thiU; 
they would recommend thieir client to luring his case 
before a more competent tribunal, and ndt sufSsr 
himself to be wronged at the pleasore of such an 
assembly, composed as it was of men who did liot 
even know the meaning of the statute they were 
placed there to enforce. I have formerly remarked 
that the officers have no authority over the>men ; I 
saw it here distinctly. The court was completely 
puzzled, and did not know how to act ; and alter 
having occupied an hoiur and a half, tlte case Was 
at last given up, the man acquitted, and the court 
laughed at. When he made his appeifiranoe in the 
bar-iroom below, he was greeted wit!h loiod cheers, 
and his health drunk by all present. Another case 
was called; the same pettifoggers commenced, umA 
the prisoner was in like manner acquitted. The court 
had evidently no authority. I sat like « statue, 
thinking this certainly was a free countary. The 
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.pettifoggers and others would come occasionally and 
peep over my shoulder to see what I was writing, 
and I had no hesitation in shewing it. In another 
case, it appeared that the person had been on the 
field, but had not answered to his name, and wanted 
his accoutrements. Much pettifogging took place 
about this ; but the clause on that head could not 
be twisted, and the offender was fined in the mitigated 
penalty of one dollar. The next conducted his own 
case, stating simply that he had contracted to carry 
some clap-boards on that day, without remembering 
^ny thing about the muster, and submitted himself 
to the clemency of the court ; he was fined two 
dollars, for no other reason, I am quite satisfied, 
than that he had no one engaged to brow-beat the 
judges — and for this he was laughed at and jeered. 
As I saw he was going to be ill-used, and haying 
imiformly been in the habit of speaking my mind 
freely, and generally received a hearing, I rose up, 
and addressing the court, said, ^^ You Americans 
are certainly free. No launch corporal in our army 
would have submitted to the indignity these petti* 
foggers have put upon you this day, (A laugh). Had 
I been in Major HalFs place, and holding his com- 
mission, it being the express design of tiie legisla- 
ture that every one should attend a militia muster, 
unless a sufiicient excuse M^as given, I should have 
fined every one but this last. I am a stranger among 
you, and perhaps am using too much liberty in 
noticing things as they occur ; but whea I see every 
one of you trying who can be kindest to me, in re- 
turn I am emboldened to make a few remarks when 
I think you in the wrong. You have acquitted Mr 

. Had I been on the court-martial I would 

have exacted from him the full penalty, and so would 
I from every one except that man,'' (pointing to the 
person who was last fined). This raised a loud 
laugh. " If the statutes,'' I continued, " are wrong, 
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I would advise them to seek redress at Pl higher tri« 
bunal, but so long as they are in forc6, I would not 
allow this court to be treated with contempt; 1 
would not let a pettifogger Of&i his lips. The law 
of the land should be complied with, and no sUbteiN 
fage permitted.'*'— Th^e w«re jttst six caiSes tried 
that day-) and the penalties recovered only amounted 
to three dollars in all. 

We now adjourned to the bar-room, wherfe I was 
ofl^ed plenty of drink from all parties. Olle of the 
pettifoggers, Mr Henry Rockwell, storekeeper, who 
had ^spoken loud, and long, and bitterly, was an inti- 
mate acquaintance of my own. — I learned that 
shortly after this another court-martial was held, 
and that they had taken my advice, fining eveiy oiie 
of the offenders. 

My nephew, having paid eighteen thousand doU 
lars for a lot of pine and other timber, employed a 
number of carpenters to put together a large frathe 
for a saw-miU, which was to have two gangways ; 
the mill and dam-head was to cost four thousand 
dollars. The imdertaker's name was Cross. About 
one hundred men came to this ^^ raising,^ as it ts 
called; a great, number of piked and instruments 
like boat-hooks were prepared for the occasion, in-^ 
eluding blocks and tackles, and plenty of spirits and 
provisions. This mill was to be erected on the 
river called Beaver Creek ; and as both its banks, 
as well as the bottom, were sandy and gravelly, 
long logs of wood were laid across the stream, and 
piled to the height of three logs, and sometimes more, 
to bring it to a level. This was continued for some 
yards below the mill to the dam-head. Stroiig beams 
were laid across to form thb latter, and a hole dug 
at Qach bank to receive the ends, and jdanking pin* 
ned down on them. The beams had a rise of about 
five degrees for the &nst layer, the next bebg at an 

u3 
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angle of ten ; plsbking^ was pinned to these also, 
the pins being driven through both beams and plank- 
ing till both were as one. Other beams were thea 
laid across, and secured as formerly, the angle being I 
increased to twenty, again to thirty, to forty, and to 
fifty. It was now a solid mass, the margins being 
buUt with wood, to prevent the sand and gravel 
from being washed away; the particles of these 
substances lodging on the planking, and keeping it 
solid, rendered it much stronger than if it had been 
built with stone. There are similar dams across the 
Hudson, built in the same manner, to raise the water 
for the canals. 

The mill would be about the height of a three- 
storey house, the logs in the lower storey being 
scarcely three feet apart, and of which there were 
twenty-two on each side strongly morticed together. 
It took a great quantity of power to put them on 
end, the operation of raising being similar to what I 
formerly described, Mr Cross acting as fugleman. 
The lower tier was about twenty feet high ; strong 
logs were laid on it from end to end, and mor- 
ticed. The second tier was not so strong nor so 
high. The upper wall plate and joisting being now 
put on, a number of persons ranged themselves on 
the former, my nephew in the centre, with a grey- 
beard of rum in his hand, the rest of the assistants 
heing on the bank, among whom was Mr Cross, who 
spoke in rhyme as follows : ^^ Gentlemen, 

" We with your help have rajised this frame ; 
I wish to know what will be its name.** 

Dr Hicks, a person of some standing as a medical 
practitioner, holding an office in the State, and a 
poet of no mean authority, answered as follows : 

« As ships of fame reeeive their name, 
When launched into the ocean, 
So we in praise our voices raise, 
When mills are put in motion* 
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<' May this mill stand the floods of time, 
And cut down Uncle Badger's* pine, 
And turn them into gold : 

" May Weston too be richly paid 
For every mark that he has made, 
And Cross receive tenfold ! 

<( Bold is the frame, and rich the plan. 
Complete the work of every man ; 
Come, neighbours, list and hear — 

" May unborn offspring share the prize. 
Long as the sun is known to rise. 
Or stars in heaven appear 1 

" May sawyers too their duty do, 

And gears and saw-gates play right ; 
While wheels go round, may mill-bars sound. 
And saw-teeth dig for day -light I 

" Its name is James Douglas Weston's Lower Saw- 
MiU.'' 

My nephew then, amidst much cheering, cast 
away the grey-beard, for which a general scramble 
took place, the happy man who got possession be- 
ing entitled to keep it and its contents as his prize. 
After this the whole party were driven to Rockwell 
Home, at Little Falls, where my nephew ordered 
the two bar-keepers. Hicks and Rockwell, to give 
all present as much drink as they wished, whether 
tbey had rendered assistance or not. 

My nephew, whose influence and respectability 
made him well qualified for the task, omitted no 
opportunity of shewing me every thing worth see- 
ing, as he knew my anxiety to be acquainted with 

* Badger Adams, the richest man in Lucerne, my nephew's 
father-in-law. This gentleman took great pleasure in tellinff 
me how many of the British he had shot during the War (h 
Independence ; he was a regular boaster, and never weazied 
in figliting his battles Q*er agaixL 
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the manners and customs of the place. Accordingly, 
an election of a Member to Congress being about 
to take place, in which he and four others were ap- 
pointed by the Government a committee to conduct 
the proceedings, I had my curiosity on this head 
gratiiied to the fullest extent. 

The polling, which lasted three days, commenced 
in a tavern called VantasseFs Home ; the candidates 
being a Mr Archbold and a Mr McDonald, re- 
presentatives of the two parties of General Jack- 
son and Henry Clay, between whom a keen contest 
was to take place. The voters came flocking from 
all quarters, some in waggons, some on horseback, 
and some on foot ; and, as they arrived, they all 
adjourned in the first instance to the bar-room, 
which was quite crammed by the time the proceed- 
ings commenced. Among the crowd assembled I 
observed several imbecile persons, a class of unfor- 
tunates of whom, I had repeatedly remarked, Ame- 
rica possesses a more than ordinary proportion, and 
which is strongly perceptible wherever numbers are 
congregated together. 

The committee met in one of the side-rooms, 
where the ballot was to take place. One of them 
politely accommodated me with a seat, together 
with implements of writing to take notes if I 
thought proper. When every thing was got ready, 
Dr Hicks, one of their number, proceeded to the 
bar-room, where the electors were assembled, with 
a volume of the American Statutes in his hand, and 
began to read the proclamation regarding the elec- 
tion. The words were, " Hear ye ! hear ye ! hear 
ye ! The election for a Member to Congress, and 
one for the Synod, is opened : It is also requested 
to know whether the fireemen of the State of New 
York diould elect the Mayor of New York, or 
iriieAer t^e citizens of it should elect him : Also for 
a repeal of the Salt Duties.^ — All parties attending 
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the same are strictly charged and commanded, by 
the authority and in name of The People, to keep 
the peace while the election is going on, upon pain 
of fine and imprisonment.*" Every person of the 
legal age was entitled to vote, under the- following 
provisions — that he had been one year in the county, 
and six months in the township — that he had not 
committed any crime, or been confined in the state- 
prison — ^was of sound mind — and had paid the fees 
of entry and enrolment, being five dollars (<£^1. 2s. 
6d. sterling.) 

The election now commenced. Each voter, as 
he came in, was furnished with a ballot — a small 
piece of paper about an inch square — upon which 
the name of the candidate he meant to support was 
printed. My nephew took charge of the balloi-box, 
the form of which was square, and resembled a 
small tea-chest in size and shape. It had four locks 
£^nd keys, each of different workmanship, and a slit 
in the top for the insertion of the ballots. Another 
of the committee tool£ down the voters^ names, and 
received their ballots, which he handed to my 
nephew, who opened them in such a way as to 
satisfy himself that there was not more than one 
presented by each elector, but without reading them. 
The agents and friends of both parties were very 
active in canvassing the voters, in making objec- 
tions to such as had declared for the other side, or 
plying freely with drink such as bad not yet made 
up their minds. Several of the agents on both sides, 
when they saw an elector come forward who ap- 
peared to be of a simple disposition, or under the 
influence of drink, dexterously contrived, under the 
pretence of seeing whether he had got the proper 
ballot, to get it into their own hands, when they 
would slily substitute the name of their own cham- 
pion (havmg ballots under the sleeve of their coat 
ready prepared for this shabby trick) and return it^ 
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•folded Up exactly as before, into the hands of their un- 
isiispeetiiig dupe. Some of these manoeuvres having 
-he^ detected by the opposing agents and commit- 
tees, who were beginning to wax \rarm with zeal 
and drink, much brawling and disturbance ensued. 
I saw several voters brought up by the agents to the 
:^ble in a state of beastly intoxication. 

At this stage of the proceedings, the noise and 
uproar in the bar-room had increased to such a 
height, )that I was induced to leave my place at the 
table, and hurry to the scene of action. There I 
beheld no less than four parties engaged in single 
icombat at the same moment. The cause of quarrel, 
.of course, was politics, their passions having been 
-previously inflamed with the liquor they had drunk, 
.and the coarse and scurrilous language employed on 
such occasions. It was not a manly stand-up fight 
sttdi as we see in Britain, but a cowardly system of 
l^biting, kicking, and tearing, which I am satisfied no 
filacerbut America oould have exhibited. I had often 
before suspected that the Americans were tohite- 
blooded ; but I can vouch for the feet that the blood 
which 'flowed so profusely on this occasion was really 
Ted^ and no mistake. One of the oombatants gc^ 
part of his ear bitten away, and another part of his 
jiose ; some of them had their clothes torn into tat- 
ters ; and one honest gentleman, like Bailie Nicol 
JTarvie in a similar predicament, came off minus his 
coat-tail. My attention was next directed to a 
battle-royal betwixt a gentleman named Tfanrlow 
and a person apparently of the lowest rank. I im- 
mediately rushed in between the combatants, and 
having taken Mr Thurlow aside, sucoeeded in con- 
vincing him of the extreme impropriety of a gentle- 
man in his station fighting with one so much his 
mferior. His nose was bleeding profusely, and both 
breasts of his coat, of fine English cloth, had been 
t^m away in the scuffle. The scene altogether was 
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most disgraceful, and made me almost fancy myself 
once more among the one-eyed savages of Kentucky, 
and the Highlands of Pennsylvania, as Mr Cham- 
bers calls them. 

Silence being: in some measure restored, I returned 
again to my notes. A person completely intoxicated 
presented his- ballot to my nephew, which he re- 
fused to put in the box, as his name had not been 
previously enrolled. At this the man put on a 
savage look, and fastening his snake-like eyes upon 
me said, " I know that in Mr Weston's country I 
should not have a vote because I am poor ; but I 
am in a free country, and shall have my vote." 
I started to my feet at the commencement of this 
address, lest I should be taken unawares, and re- 
turned the fellow''s stare. At this moment, Mr Mer- 
ton, who is married to one of my nieces, came up 
and objected to his vote being received, on the 
ground of his not having been long enough do- 
miciled in the district, and also having been in the 
state-prison. The man instantly left me, and 
pounced upon Mr Merton like a panther (said to be 
the only rabid animal in America) and tore the 
breasts of his coat completely away. He then com- 
menced abusing the members of the board ; when 
Dr Hicks, having written out a mittimus, which 
was signed by each of the committee, put it inta the 
hands of four constables, who were in attendance in 
the bar-room, in order that they might convey this 
refractory person to prison. None of them would 
put the warrant into execution. 

Here the principal scene of attraction shifted 
once more to the bar-room, from whence a loud 
crashing noise was heard of chairs and benches 
knocked about. The indepoident electors were 
again at work with renewed energy. It was now 
seriously proposed to adjourn the proceedings ; but 
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the motion was overruled, and matters allowed to 
go on. 

While I was busily employed in noting down 
these various particulars, my nephew suggested to 
me that, however much he had hitherto indulged me 
in taking down whatever I thought worthy of ob- 
servation, he could not consent to my recording 
what had passed that day. I immediately rose, and 
addressing the committee said, ^^ Gentlemen, having 
visited America, I am happy to return my best 
thanks to one and all of you for your kindness to 
me hitherto, and also for the attention shewn me 
tills day. I have seen America in various situations 
-^I have been at marriages and divorces — I have 
been at bees, banquets, and balls — I have been at 
funerals — and," addressing Dr Hicks, " I have your 
invitation to a quilting. I am now about to return 
home, to give my countrymen an account of what 
I. have seen and felt ; and it is for this object I have 
taken these notes. Were any of you to visit Bri- 
tain, you might write down with impunity whatever 
you thought proper ; and I confess that in this land 
of liberty I expected at least an equal license. If you 
have no cause to be ashamed of your proceedings, or 
any doubts of my being a faithfal chronicler, surely 
there is no harm in what I am doing ; — if you think 
that matters have not been conducted in a creditable 
manner, then the fault is your own and not mine. 
There are my notes," handing them to Dr Hicks, 
"if they are incorrect, destroy them; and if my 
remaining here any longer is disagreeable to you, 1 
shall immediately retire." Dr Hicks read the notes, 
and returned them to me, saying they were rather 
within than beyond the mark, and that he for one 
would not consent to my dismissal, but would afford 
me all the fEicilities in his power. Thus the matter 
ended. 

About 12 o^clock the proceedings were suspended 
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for t\ro hours to allow the electors and others time 
to take dinner. The room was accordingly cleared ; 
and three different parties in succession had dinner 
served up to them. Shortly after two the proclama- 
tion was again read, and the voting recommenced, 
and continued till four, when it was adjourned till 
next day at 10 o'^clock — to take place at the house 
of Dr Hicks, Little Falls. The ballot-box was 
opened by the committee only, the ballots com- 
pared with the number of voters who had come for- 
ward, and found to correspond. 

By this time several of the electors were lying 
dead-drunk in the bar-room— others were fast asleep 
from the eflPects of their bodily exertions during the 
day — and not a few bore evident marks of their late 
struggles in the cause of liberty. The more respec- 
table portion of the assembly had already taken their 
departure. Our party now got the waggon in rea- 
diness, and drove to Little Falls in high good hu- 
mour, singing songs and laughing all the way. 

At ten next morning the adjourned proceedings 
recommenced at Dr Hicks^s. The same system of 
wheedling and objecting, cajolling and cheating, 
wrangling and fighting, took place as before. The 
objections made were often frivolous and annoying ; 
bitter words ensued, and sometimes blows were ex- 
changed at the very table. Every one seemed to 
enjoy unbounded license, and the raggedest person 
was always the most noisy and outrageous. Many 
of the electors were again brought up nearly quite 
drunk ; and bribery was alleged to have been prac- 
tised to a great extent. -..i 

A person was making a loud lamentation in the 
bar-room about the loss of one of his gloves, ':^hich 
had been taken from him while he was answering 
the questions of the committee, and which he had 
purchased that very day. Having gone to see what 
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was the matter, I suggested to him thedqiple :ex^- 
pedient of wviticg out an adyertisemeHtaii4>postiQg 
it up outside the door, and at the bar ; but* he said 
it was of no use, he would ne^er^ee it in<^e, 
though he had a guess who was the thief. I how* 
ever wrote t^'o copies of an advelrtisement, com- 
mencing with the words " Lost or Stolen,'' .smd 
directed them to be stuck up. In a short time the 
missing article was restored ; and tiie owner, who 
nev^r would have dreamt of so obvious a meajis.bf 
discovery, took down the advertisement, which he 
said he would keep in remembrance of the serviee I 
had rendered him, gloves being indispensable to 
work with in winter, and at the same time insisted 
Bpom my taking some drink with him. I bad idso 
to take a. glass with several others on the same ac- 
eottUt, all of them being struck with admiration at 
the JBgaiuity of my contrivance. The proceedings 
were again adjourned for tJie day. 
^ Next momixig^ being the third and last day, the 
voting was resumed, according' to announcement 
the day previous, in Fenton's Hotel, at the Land- 
ing. A person came up to an elector who had just 
given his ballot to my nephew, and asked htm for 
whom he had voted. He said, for Mr McDonald. 
*^ Then," said the first mentioned individual, " Mr 
So-and>so, to whom you shewed your ticket, must 
have changed it, for you have voted for Mr Ardi- 
hoid.'*^ This discovery created great noise and up- 
roar among the parties ; the epithets .^^ liar, scoun- 
drel, tarnation vagabond, robber of' the peofde's 
money,'' &c, being freely bandied about. I was in 
momentary expectation of seeing the scenes of the 
two previous dajB renewed, but the ominous doud 
wore off, A little, shrewd, or I should rather say 
blackguard-looking fellow, brought up his son, an 
imbecile, to vote. He was objected to by the one 
party, and defended by the other on the ground of 
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his compet^cy to transact business; Int the com- 
mittee very properly rejected his vote< The object 
tions and answers are all made viva t^oeetothe con»- 
mittee, whose decision in every case is final. 

A person now came iip^to me and enquired what 
I. thought of the ballots Not wishing to give of- 
fence, I replied that upon the whole I was disap- 
pointed with the sy$tem> since I had/seen it in prac^ 
tice. This answer not being deemed satis&ctory, I 
was obliged to rejoin, ** To be frank with you, 
since you must hsite it, some of you appear to un- 
derstand well what you are about; but others again 
appear^ to a superficial observer such «as I am, to be 
Ijjce sheep fcdlowing each others^ tails.^^ 

This bust expression was immediately carried to 
tilielmr-Toom; and the Scotchhian and his country 
were« loudly condemned* I heard the storm brew^ 
xn^ and was resolved to face it ere it reached its 
Height. When: I made my appearance, an opening 
was made^for me through the crowd, and I marched 
straight up to the bar, and demanded some sj^ts 
aodiwater^ which 1 deliberately drank off. One of 
tibe conrpany, more bold than the rest^ desired me 
to repeat' the expression which had given them of- 
fence.' I did so, at the same time returning hitn 
tfafeYiaDtkee compliment of a fixed stare. ** What 
made you say so,^ said he, petulantly. The eyes of 
all were nom directed towards me-— I saw it was 
necessary to be firm; so, placing my anns a-kimbo, 
I resolutdh|r answered, " Because I think so.*" This 
oonduct had the de^ed effisct ; the man became in- 
stantly cool; and the murmur died away. I re- 
turned with flying colours to the side-room. 

The polling finally closed at 4 o^clock-«^e bal- 
lots were taken out^and compared with the names, 
audfoimd to correspond. Mr Atchbold, the Jack- 
sonite, had 162 votes, and Mr McDonald, 88. Six- 
ty-two voters did not come forward. 

x2 



244 AN ELECTION. 

This then is the practical working of Universal 
Sufirage and the Ballot in the State of New York. 
I have been thus minute in detailing what I saw, 
from my knowledge of the fact that many of my 
countr}^men labour under delusive notions of its su- 
perior advantages and efficacy. I am well aware 
that what I have written may expose me to oblo- 
quy ; but I have told the truth, and surely, if this 
is to be considered a crime, there is an end to every- 
thing like real liberty and justice. Universal Suf- 
frage is the means of bringing the passions and pre^ 
judices of the lower orders into a perpetual and un- 
natural state of activity-^it encourages every spe- 
cies of dissipation, wrangling, and bad-feeling— and 
diverts the mind of the worldng man from tiie pur- 
suit of what is worth all the trashy politics that 
ever were spouted, a decent and steady attention to 
the duties of his own calling. The Ballot, again, 
as practised in America, is not the sovereign remedy 
against aristocratic influence which some would fain 
make us believe — the same system of canvassing by 
means of agents and private solicitation takes place 
as in Britain ; and the result of the election corres- 
ponds as closely as it does here with the success of that 
canvass. Besides, there is in reality no such thing as 
secret voting in America. Every man^s sentiments 
are as well known as if he had given his vote in the 
most open and public manner. The Ballot, how- 
ever, is a good thing for him who would act the 
part of the sycophant to both . parties, and betray 
either of them he pleased — it is good for the villain, 
who would falsify his own promises — and it is good 
for those who, like some of the worthy agents I 
have described, would defraud the simple and un- 
suspecting elector by the disgraceful practice of 
crimping, of which I have shewn some specimens^ 
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BXCUBBIOK TO CANADA, AND THBNCB BACK TO 

NEW YORK. 

Having sojourned among my relations consider- 
ably longer than I had originally tx>ntemplated, I now 
s^iously resolved to bend my course homewards; 
previous to which^ however, I contemplated a short 
trip into Canada, not wiUi the most distant intention 
of ^feeting a settlement there, as I had long sinoe 
made up my mind on the^ubject of America generally, 
but partly to gratify curiosity, and partly to satisfy 
myself and family dhat I had done full justice to the 
lolgeet of my undertaking. ? 

I went on to Utica, which the Americans call the 
imperial city of the west. It is a busy place ; the stores 
•are well fiUed ; but the people have a pale, sallow, and 
ague-like appearance. The water is brackish, soR 
sandy, undulatilig. The Erie or Western Canal, 
'which runs through it, is not above four feet deep, the 
boats bdng long, narrow, and flat-bottomed. The 
town is built mostly of wood, tliough there are many 
brick houses, and a few of -stone. If you examine even 
their outward appearance, you will easily conceive 
they have not iAie comfort within that ours have. 
Some of the windows have shutters on the outside 
even of the upper stories ; some have blinds not un- 
like our Venetian ones ; and others have paper hang- 
ings inside of the glass, to darken the room in order 
to keep away the flies which are partial to light, 
^he people use fly-traps here to thin them ; biit 
notwithstanding the numbers killed in this way^ 
they 9re not peveeptibly decreased. I took up my 

x3 
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lodging in a bar-room, a place which is only suited 
for a talker and a drinker; but I had no choice'; 
and I always liked to have an opportunity of study- 
ing the American character. I got the usual stare 
from a number of loungers ; and observing a news- 
paper, took it up, seating myself on a form in the 
recess of the window. I always preferred being 
nearest the light, as I had little &ith in the Ameri- 
cans. One is quite surprised at the catalogue of 
crimes, of every enormity, recorded in the American 
newspapers. Our crimes are no doubt manifold, yet 
t think they are far greater here ; and owing to the 
thinness of the population, how many must be 
perpetrated that never come to light ! But we need 
not wonder at all this, when we consider the cha- 
racter of the population ; for there is no place where 
the maxim of doing unto others as we would they 
should do to us, is less attended to than in the 
wide and extensive land of liberty. 

A person came into the bar-room here, who was 
recognized and saluted by the name of Captain HalL 
He was from Boston. He examined with a scruti- 
nizing glance every person in the room; but my 
blue coat and shepherdVplaid trowsers brought his 
snake-like stare full upon me, and I retnrned it. 
After he had been treated with drink by several, 
and perhaps treated as many in retm*n, he sat down, 
and said he would give an account of how he had 
been treated in an English ship. I shall omit those 
portions of his narrative which were grossly inde- 
cent, a very common reproach of American bar*rooms, 
such language ' being only to be tolerated in the 
free state of America, and not suited for the ears of 
British slaves. He commenced as follows : — 

" I happened to be along with other six bathing 
in the sea at Boston, no mistake ; and being all of 
us excellent swimmers, we went a great way out, 
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till we lost sight of land, no mistake. We were 
diverting ourselves in the water, suspecting no evil, 
when an English cutter came in between us and the 
shore, and cut o£P our retreat We were taken into 
the boat one after another, naked as we were bom ; 
and the sailors^ pulled away to an English man-o£- 
war that was cruizing off Boston — ^it was at the 
beginning of the War of Independence, no mistake. 
The cutter had six oars of a side, and the crew were 
savage-looking creatures like Ingiana^ — Here he 
gave me another stare, which I returned; and he 
proceeded : *^ We ascended the ship^s side, and 
ranked naked as we were bom on the quarter-deck. 
We had no reason to be ashamed of our persons, for 
we were handsome good-looking men, no mistake. 
After a short time the captain having come forward 
and examined us, and remarked that we would make 
excellent sailors, I went up to him and told him he 
ought to send us ashore for our clothes, for that we 
were American citizens. He gave me a look, just 
like an Ingian, and ordered me forty lashes for speak- 
ing to him. He now ordered the boatswain to take us 
below, and give ns some clothes. Just then, an Ame- 
rican frigate having come in sight, we were in hopes 
she would captmre the English man-of-war — and she 
would have done it, no mistake. The British was 
a seventy-four gun-ship, having three hundred sea- 
men and five hundred marines,, but she fled. I was 
ordered to do my duty before the mast ; I said I 
could not do that as I had never been to sea. The 
captain ordered me fifty lashes for speaking to him. 
He asked me if I would now do my duty before the 
mast ; I said I would die first — I was an American 
subject. He ordered me forty more lashes. He 
again asked me if I would do my duty ; I bade 
him flog away, for, I repeated, I would die first. 
The captain then s^dd I was a brave fellow, and 
ordered me to be loosened from the rigging. The 
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'ctiwr sir were made marines'rl^qr saidliiotilimgfy 
hAkff afraid of being flogged as L l^ been. 

^* The captain sent for me next day into his cabin, 
Slid ariked me if I would be his steward. . Iiaccepted. 
Lliad charge (^ the rum, and had orders to en- 
ter any of the officers'^ or ladies- cabins I had a<mind 
t<^ to see if any of them were drank V he said they 
iMre drunken worthless creatures all of tiiem. I also 
had' charge of the captain'^s lady, who was fond of 
nlm, and was idso fond of me^. as indieed were all 
the other ladies, no mistake. The caqptain desired 
AM: never to give her any rum,, but I did not mind 
ihaf^i; I had a tin case ^tened inside of my round- 
sBoat^ constantly kept full of die best mm, which 
W9ltf always at the service of the ladies. I had a 
merry time of it, no mistake. The captain^s lady 
eoe day caught me making love to another, and gave 
me^a scolding; but I soon made it up with h^, no 
mistake. As we had a hundred' dollars saved of our 
pij, which we received monthly^ and had never yet 
•spent a cent of it, my comrades, the six marines, 
persuaded me to desert with them. We accordingly 
fled ; but sev^til hundreds of marines* and sailors 
were sent aft^ us. We fought bravely, and killed 
a great many of them, but were at last overpowei^d, 
brought back prisoners, and condemned to be shot. 
We were led out for execution next day. The cap- 
tain'^s lady saw me, and was mighty vexed, no mi»- 
take; she was dressed in silks, a slick woman. Afr 
tar T was led out, she desired tospeak wiUi me ; I 
was standing on the spot where I was to be shot, 
the soldiers with their muskets presented within ten 
yards of me — they were savage-looking creatures^ 
jatt like Ingians. The lady was desired by ih% 
major to leave me, but she would not. She knelt 
dewn beside me, calling upon the ofiicer to shoot 
her likewise, or pardon me. He caused the soldiers 
to ihouUer their muskets, being the signal for raj 
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reprieve, when the lady returned thanks to the 
major on bended knees. My six comrades were shot. 
I was again installed in the same place I had before ; 
and gave my deliverer plenty of drink when she 
wanted it, no mistake. But getting tired of the 
English service, and knowing the Americans re- 
quired my help, I determined on clearing out. The 
captain'^s lady wished to clear with me, but was 
afraid ; I desired her to open the cabin-window, and 
I would jump into the sea. I had saved five hun- 
dred dollars by this time, which I packed up, stript 
off my clothes, tied them on my back, and took fare- 
well of the captain'^s lady, clearing out into the sea. 
The marines, hearing the splash in the water, fired, 
and the balls whizzed past my ears. Some boats were 
ordered after me, but, it being dark, they could not 
see me. I got on shore at Quebec. The boats were 
still in pursuit ; I ran into a back lane, naked as I 
left the ship, entered the house of an old woman, 
who bade me go up to chamber, and into bed, and 
she would take care of me. Next day I sent for a 
tailor, got myself fixed, and cleared into the States. 
I got a captain'^s commission in the American navy. 
I have fought and beat the English in twenty pitciv* 
ed battles ; I wish we had war again. Now here I 
be. Captain Hall !^^ giving me another stare as he 
concluded. He was cheered by the rest of the conv- 
pany. 

" Bravo, captain !^ said I, " that is a whaler. I 
have listened attentively to your story, and having 
been in the British navy myself, know something 
about it. You have said they were savage looking 
creatures like Indians ; but were I dressed in the 
uniform of a true British tar, the company here pr^ 
sent would see whether I was so hideous looking 
as you describe. With regard to our cowardice, if 
you were in Boston at the time oiu* Shannon took 
your Chesapeake, you will remember of it Your 
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eaptftk tra* a boaster ; but he caught a tartar thef^ 
You ifiU' remember the Britkh took him to Hali£tt 
^'■Hrho ateorpaid for the dinner he had ordered, 
in the oonfidence of victory, I know not; The rest 
of ^dur story is so gross that you might travel, eveA 
in- the lowest society, from one end of Britam to an- 
other, and not hear its equal. I am proud of foe- 
Idnrgmg to such a land.*" Some Irish labburers who 
if^re present cheered me and clapped their hands; 
the captliin was crest-fallen. 

The mention of the Shannon and Chesapeake is 
iiti''in&llible recipe to settle an American boaster ; 
and I used it on every occasion. It was my fortune 
v^ef^ often tO' fsA in with persons who seemed to 
tidce a' pleasure in reviling my country, which onty 
tedded 16 confirm my attachment to her. 

An event had just occurred in this district whidi 
WM makifng considerable noise. The particulars 
'Sar^'s^jbllow : A farmer and mcmey-lender, a sh^wd 
sagacious pevs^n^ residing on the Herkim^ Flatd, 
with no family but his hired helps, lived in a fraaw- 
hotxse' which was pointed out to me^ Hd had a 
large barn at seme distance from it, as are all Ameri« 
oa& barney to prevent the danger from fire. I' had 
witnessed the burning of one; and the desolation 
wa* •complete. Whatever Mt Stuart and other tra- 
vellers may have written about the abundance to 
be found in America, I saw little of it ; on the con- 
traryV there is sometimes a famine. This Western 
Territory- is said to be the garden of America ; but 
I have seen few gardens that deserve the name^ and 
very few fl^awers but wild fern. Sometimes- a famise 
is caused by eas:oes&dve drought, sometimes by vermin, 
and semetinMS by the rain, when much of the allu^ 
vial lands, which are the richest, are drowned— and 
drowned land is a common term. These H^^mer 
FlatS' contain about 1 2,000 imperial aores. While, 
&Qm, varidOs onfuseS) ike famine previyiled5 tMs pep- 
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son^9 crops were spar^ ; ,axid be retailed a}l his; pro- 
duce at an exorbitant charge, not only Belling Us 
grain at a high i»rice, but maJdi^g the Myeiir pro- 
mise him in addition some days^ labour in epripg, 
or at the &11, if he should require it. If any Q96 
also borrowed mcmey or agricultural iB(iple»i^atB 
from him, he used to stipulate for some labour free, 
over and above the regular hire. He was a cc^Ui- 
plete dollar-hunter, smd did make, them, no inistaio^ 
He got old, however, and took a nq>hew of his to 
reside with him. The nephew was not sa. foud of 
such early rising, nor working under a hroiliing sun, 
nor thrashing in a bam, as liie uucle ; yet tbe 
Yincle flattered himself he would bring him in. The 
liephew was fodder of a bar-room, and a bar-ropm 
story, than his uncle'^s fireside and lessons of thrift. 
The latter however nominated him his heir. Things 
went on between them slickly for some time ; till 
the uncle, having missed some dollars, . accused his 
protege of the theft, which was denied. The unfile 
ordered him out of liie house ; and tbe nephew in 
return prosecuted him for de&mation of character* 
The uncle privately altered the will, makipg over 
his property to a stranger. The nephew, howev^er, 
gained the law ; mid the uncle was found in daBnages 
and expences, which he would not pay, and was 
put in jail, where he had just died of vexation. $p 
the nephew at once lost tibie property, tiie damages, 
and the expences. 

I left Utica in one of the line-boats on the West- 
em Canal, from which I used occasioually to step 
out and view any of the public works that w.^e 
going on. I found that tbe labour perf<Mnoiied 
was chiefly done by Insbmen, the Americans in 
general «{q;>earing to be unfit for. hard work; in- 
deed, were it not for the emigrants, they w<mld have 
fewer canals .and. rail-roads. Observed some. men 
scooping up.tbejttidjfr«mtheib(rf;t(mi>{^e(^ 
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a great deal of business is carried on through ibis 
water-way. 

I went and visited the salt-works at Onandag^o. 
The lake of that name is upwards of four hun- 
dred miles from the sea ; yet, notwithstanding, if 
you put a pump into it twenty feet below the sur- 
face, you will bring up strong salt water. There 
are wooden tanks built on the ground to contain it, 
previous to filling the cisterns, which latter are com- 
posed of lines of troughs, having lids to cover them 
during rain or at night. Evaporation goes on by 
the influence of the sun, for, as the wood is now 
getting scarce, government has interdicted boiling. 
The troughs, which are also made of wood, are 
raised a little from the ground. Officers appointed 
by government are in attendance to see that the 
salt is well made ; it is of weaker quality than what 
is manufactured in Europe ; and the Americans have 
to import the article, though the duty is very high, 
to cure their butter. 

The Cayuga Flats here, as well as many others, 
remind me of the fens in England, and are as un- 
healthy. The soil is aUuvial generally, and pro- 
duces good crops, the salt acting as a manure. The 
water is brackish, and the insects numerous and 
troublesome. I spoke to a farmer who was sink- 
ing a well at fifteen feet and came on a spring of 
salt water, remarking that I wondered how he could 
live there with such bad water. He answered that 
he did not care a cent for water if he had good 
crops ; and that he had a ready demand for all kinds 
of farm produce by the canal. ^ 

Cooper, in his Last of the Mohicans, says that 
the Indians call the Americans the Pale Faces, and 
they really are pale-faced. The ladies are obliged 
to use rouge in order to conceal their sickly hue, 
and the men who labour out of doors have need of 
oil on their feces to keep oiF the insects. 
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I went along a wooden bridge here nearly a 
mile long, over a swamp, the surface in many places 
being covered with a greea man4;le. Malaria was 
thinning the population at a great rate ; farms were 
deserted, and houses shut up, owing to the pestilence, 
yet new adventurers were pouring in. 

Clyde, a low-lying sickly town, on the line of 
the canal. In coming to 4his place I had to pass over 
a large marsh, wood in some places being laid 
across the road to make it firm, the water on each 
side covered with a green scum, from which pro* 
ceeded, by the action of the sun, a close fog that 
produced a choking kind of effect on my breathing. 
Two persons had died that day in the house next 
to the bar where I took up my lodging for the 
night ; they were put into a box, and buried within 
four hours after their decease. In another house 
a few doors from it, a father and mother, along 
with two children, also died shortly after I arrived, 
and wer« likewise put 4nto box^s, and buried in 
pairs. The deaths, I was informed, averaged fifty 
per day. It was like the city of the plague — ^no 
ceremony there at burial, 

A number of Indian children would occasionally 
accompany our boat along the banks of the canal, 
punning so as to keep up with it ; the passengers 
BOW and then throwing out a cent on the bank to 
induce them to come farther. Most of them had 
the usual accompaniment, the Uanket, over their 
shoulders. Having been told that they belonged 
to the Nadir tribe, a 4;hought struck me that I would 
visit their settlement, and remain wkh them all 
night if I could procure lodging ; after which I 
could join the line-boat next day. I accordingly got 
hold of one of the boys, giving him a cent, and 
went in his company to their village. 

As we approached the place, I remarked that the 

Y 
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trees in the orchards are not planted in rows like 
those of the pale faces, but irregularly; and the 
same with the Indian com. In the latter I thought 
the Indians have the advantage over the pale faces, 
as by this means they effectually puzzle the crows, 
which will begin sometimes at the end of a row in 
the straight planted fields, and with mathematical 
exactness step from place to place, and dig up and 
eat the seeds as they go along, to the dismay of the 
&rmer. 

The Indians are not so fond of dollar-making as 
are the pale faces, seldom planting more than they 
need for their own consumption. They are simple 
in their dress, and have not the suspicious and 
inquisitive American stare. I observed an infant 
lying on a board, to which it was tied by the shoul- 
ders with a strap, another being fastened across the 
lower part of the body, the arms and legs being free^ 
There was a blanket covering the child, and a wo- 
man beside it. I thought at first it was dead ; but 
afterwards learnt that the young children are always 
strapped to a board of this kind till they are able to 
walk. 

The adults have a hobbling gait in walking, ap- 
pearing to lean more on the heel than the toe ; they 
stand erect, their shoulders squared — whether the 
lacing be the cause of this I do not know. Their 
spine does not appear to have the same curve as ours ; 
their hands, in place of hanging in a line with the 
thighs, rather fall behind them. In a word, you 
would think it very easy to drive them over. I have 
noticed a few men in Edinburgh walk very like 
them. 

I saw their chief, a female, who was dressed 
something like the rest ; her hut had no distinguish- 
ing feature about it that I could observe. She was 
treated by her vassals with great respect, although 
not an Indian herself. This tribe had captured her 
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father and mother when she was quite a child, and 
having taken them to their territory, put the father 
to death, but not in presence of herself or her mo- 
ther ; she still, however, remembers having heard 
his screams. Her mother was murdered sometime 
after, having always expected it since her husband'^s 
death ; the daughter heard them debating her 
death, though she did not witness it, and even 
her own, which was only prevented by the chiefs 
squaw, who afterwards adopted her. The old chief 
having died, his eldest sou married her, after consul- 
ting the tribe and obtaining the consent of his mo* 
ther. He was shot soon after by his brother, who 
wished to obtain her hand ; and the heads of the 
tribe, having met, decided that he should be put to 
death for the crime. The old squaw was then 
made chief, and her daughter-in-law divided the 
honours with her, presiding over and settling the 
differences of the tribe ; and she was made sole chief 
on the death of the former. Many offers had been 
made to induce her to enter into wedlock again, bdt 
she declined them all. The state also have offered 
her a pension to leave them, but she declines it ; she 
says that though they murdered her parents, she 
is aware it was during a time of war ; that they have 
been kind to her, and that she is fond of them, and 
will not leave them. 

I observed one of the men at the door of his hut 
making snow shoes. They are formed thus : A 
strong twig is bent into a kind of oval narrower at 
the toe than heel ; the hoop is covered across with 
skin. It is six times or more the size of the foot, in 
order to cover a quantity of snow, that it may not 
sink readily ; and the foot is laced in with straps 
something like our skates. The Indian hut, though 
meaner than the log-house, is superior to the 
shanty. The pale faces, after a generation or two, 

t2 
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approximate to the high cheek hones of these 
dians ; — ^but I liked the manners of the latter better. 
They are hard pressed now on aH sides, and will 
soon be squeezed out by their paTe-feced rivals and 
suceessors. 

I now went on to Rochester. I had received a 
letter from Mr Gibson, writer to the signet, late of 
George's square, Edinburgh, then of New York, to 

a son of Mr T of B upholsterer in Edin« 

burgh, requesting him to give me as much infor- 
mation as he could ; but he was from home when I 
called. All the country from Herkimer to- this-plkce 
abounds in lakes and marshes ;- the soH: tight, sandy^ 
alluvial; water miserable; snakes, ffies, mosquitoes, 
crickets, and grasshoppers, swarming. The pal^ 
faces are paler, and tinged generally with a saffit>n 
colour ; disease abounding. This is the Garden of 
America — ^what misery exists here ! Cleaning and 
repairing the canal is chiefly done by Irish labi>ureri^ 
who seem for the most part happy ;• but they soon 
die out, and make room fcMT ethers; 

In Lockport I fell in with a snrgeon, late from 
Edinburgh ; he was surprised to meet me. I told 
him I was on the eve of returning home, and was 
only waiting for a letter from my son, who was 
carrying on my business in Edinburgh; that like 
Noah'^s dove I could find no rest for the sole of my 
foot, let me be ever so well treated ; and that, be- 
ing on the spot^ I wished to see every thing, and 
in my own way. He asked" me if I had ever taken 
the country's distemper r I said no. What medE- 
eine did I use ? None. Did I drink much cyder or 
water? I said no, I lived sparingly. He seemed 
surprised. He said, " If there is a place of retri- 
bution, these travellers and land-speculators will cer- 
tainly not be passed over. What misery they inflict 
by inducing people to come here^ seeking happiness 
where it is not to be found ! They sow the seeds of 
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dbcoQtent with the f^yernmont and the happy cli- 
mate of Great Britain ; and, the human mind be- 
ing prone to a happiness that is in prospect, the de- 
luded victim comes here, seduced by their lucid de*- 
scriptions, and generally terminates his existence by 
a broken spirit, which is more fatal than the mala- 
ria or the fever and ague which you have so won- 
derfully escaped.^ I said I had no fear of death ; 
I should rather be afraid to live in thb country ; and 
thought I should now be content to live in Edin- 
burgh even on bread and water. ** I cannot re- 
turn,^ said he, sorrowfully ; ^' and you must not say 
you saw me. I am a self-banished man, and had 
&r better been banished by the State ; but the die is 
oast— it is of no use now to repine. I am happy, 
however, that you have the means to take you 
back ; this is no place for you, nor for me neither, 
but I cannot help it. I have been through New 
Jersey, the Delaware, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, 
Michigan, and New York. These countries have 
a compound of all the climates in the world brought 
into a comparatively small focus. They have the 
moisture of Ireland in spring, the heat of Africa in 
summer, the sky of Italy and Egypt in autumn, and 
the cold, ice, and snow of Holland, Norway, 
Greenland, and Iceland in winter. They have the 
t^npests, tornadoes, and hurricanes of the torrid 
zone, and the beautiful and variable winds and 
weadier of Great Britain in every season of the 
year. This is a perfect charnel-house or hospital ; 
yet the physicians have no comfort and little pay. 
We have all the diseases in the world concentrated 
into one place, and a repetition of them every year.^^ 
I am sorry I am not at liberty to mention this gen- 
tleman'^s name, for he was kind to me, and gave me 
much curious information. Our parting was a 
mournful <niie cm both sides. 

y S 
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In a bar-room here I heard a story teller, over 
his cups, give a Scottish anecdote americanized a 
great way. A Scottish farmer in America had- )iired 
tsvo tailors for a great while ; their work being done^ 
he cleared with them, no mistake — they had to re- 
ceive more than a hundred dollars; They used to 
be boasting how they had encountered bears of great 
SHce, and how sKck they killed them. The farmer 
had a hired help, Miss Johnston, no mistake. She 
said to the farmer, (aside) " What will you bet that 
I don'*t take the dollars from these brave tailors d"^ 
" I will bet you a gown,'' said he. " Well Jem^ 
done r said she, " I will require a suit of your clothes 
and a sausage only.'* The tsalors went away in high 
spirits, having boasted that no person could take the 
dollars from them. She followed them after having 
dressed herself in a strange wasy, and bladcmed her 
£ace and hands just like a nigg^, no mistake ; took 
a near cut that she might be before them, and lay in 
waiting for them. She had a bow in her hand and 
some arrows on her back, with the sausage hung 
round hernedt ; she was lUce an I^gian^ no mis- 
take. They came up joking and laughing, when 
she bolted through the brush on them just like an 
Ingian, demanding the dollars, and, holding up the 
sausage, threatened to blow their brains out. She 
knew which of them had the dollars ; he was the 
most boasting, and it was him she threatened. He 
fell on his knees, and offered the dollars, keeping 
back, however, a great many.- But she knew the 
number, no mistake; she olapt the sausage to. his 
ear, and threatened to blow his brains out at once if 
he did not give up every cent. He then produced 
the whole, both he and his companion begging for 
mercy on bended knees. She then returned honke 
through the brush, laid the dollars on table, ran up 
to chamber, and shiftedherself. The two taUorssoon 
uppearedj running as if they had been pursued by & 
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panther. They entered the house making a great 
lament how that eight Ingians had sprung at them 
out of the brush, and with their tomahawks threat* 
ened to kiH them if they did not gi^e up the money, 
which they were thus compelled to do ; and that 
they wer« afraid to go home for fear of their wives^ 
as they had lost all their money. The fiirraer said 
that he had paid them every cent, and had nothing 
to do with the robbery ; but they beseeched him* to 
lend them ten dollars to give to their wives, which 
they would repay. This he refused to do ; but said 
if they would agree to give one of the Ingians twenty 
dollars, he would try to get back the rest. This 
they willingly agreed to. He now desired the hired 
help to go up to chamber, telling her aside to shift 
herself, and blacken her face like a nigger, and bring 
down the purse; She did so, and came' down just 
like an Ingian. The tailors were frightened, and 
wii^hed to fly ;- but he bade them be quiet, it was 
only the hired help. She now counted over the dol- 
lars to them, not one cent amissing^ no mistake* 
They seemed a good deal mortified at tiie discovery ; 
nevertheless they gave her the twenty dollars^ bade 
her not mention the circumstance, and deared. So 
she got a new gown and twenty dollars, and Jem 
married her. Wa& not that slick ?'' 

I went on to Lewiston* There is a road here 
ealled die Alluvial Way; it enters Niagara at this 
place, and may be traced for thkty miles from Lewis* 
ton. Its appearance shews that it had evidently 
been the bed of a river, flowing from the east, which 
the Americans converted to its present use^ and a 
good road it is. It is generally called the ridge* 
road ; the sand and rounded stones- make it a^ear 
as if macadamised. This seems to be a miiserable, 
wet, sandy, gravelly country ;. trees stunted. 

I visited the celebrated Falls of Niagara^ hut 
really could not see any thing so very imposing about 
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tbem as I had been led to believe. The great breadth 
td^es away from the height ; and I must say I have 
seen as stnking an efiect produced by the £Edl~ from 
a common mill-dam at home, or in one of those that 
run across the Hudson to supply the canals. Poets, 
and travellers call it sublime; said I am aware that 
the frothy appearance of the water, after it has fallen, 
^ves it a rapidJike appearance for a considerable 
distance ; but we may observe this in miniature in 
the commotion caused by the paddle-wheels of a 
steam boat, or in any of tihe falls in Britain, The 
spray however sometimes causes beautiful rainbowa. 
It has been frequently stated that the noise is some- 
times heard at twenty and even forty miles distance* 
This I consider to be grossly exaggerated ; I do not 
believe the sound in ordinary times reaches much 
farther than a mile. I have observed that in these 
fidls, as well as in others 1 have seen in this coun- 
try, when a stone is brought into a flat part of the 
rock, the force of the water makes it whirl round 
and round ; and, other stones being swept into the 
same vortex, the whole united gradually wear by the 
friction a round hole in the.rodk, which is sometimes 
increased to a great depth, till, working its way into 
a fissure or soft part, the weight of the column of 
water breaks it asunder, and precipitates it to the 
abyss below. I observed here some of these rounded 
holes so lai^ that a person might easily creep through 
them. I fathomed one, and found its depth perpendi* 
cular to be thirty-four feet. There are two ridges of 
rock, the one entirely worn away, the other verging 
hst to the same state ; and when this latter disap*. 
pears. Lake Erie will be left dry with only a stream 
in the centre. It might then be called Erie prairie. 
There is a tribe of Indians here in Niagara ; also a 
community of Temperance people or water-drinkers. 
I went on to Bufialoe ; here the Erie canal ter- 
minates. Crowds of emigrants were taking shipping 
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tor Michigan ; the scene reminded me somewhat of 
Greenock when I left it, but the houses, the lan^ 
guage, and manners of the people, and the appear- 
ance of the country, are widely different. The soil 
is undulating, sandy, stoney, slaty, wet ; cattle lean ; 
corn and trees stunted ; weather for tlie most part 
hazy ; peo|de of a sallow complexioir. I was now 
drawn ihta^ the vortex of the Michigan fever. I had 
often wondiered at advertisements hung up in bar- 
rooms, stating that, as such a person had taken the 
Michigan fever, he wouM seB oft all his stock by 
vendue — as he was to clear out for Michigan by a 
certain day^, great bargains might be expected, and 
so forth. It was a common trick for persons to ad- 
vertise that they had taken the fever, when they 
had no intention to remove, merely tO' gull the pub- 
lic, and get their goods sold, always, as the bilh 
stated, below cost prices. I like the term " fever.'' 

Buflaloe is a busy place, no mistake ; vessels were 
Hterally crammed, and Lake Erie is a dangerous- 
navigation, many wrecks occurring. I went on 
board one of these vessels bound for Detroit, Michi- 
gan ; we had steers, cows, horses, waggons— 'in 
short we were like the foHowers^of an invading army^ 
and every one building castles in the air. The 
Americans seem to- be a migrating people in general) 
never happy where they are fixed ;^ and probably 
this is the reason why they are so> fend of wooden 
houses, though stone is at hand. We had a very 
coarse passage ; weather foggy. 

Michigan is low-lying ; country undulating^, 
sandy ; the fever and the ague making sad havoc 
among the new-comers — I saw its e^ts in the 
safiron countenances of the people, and the great 
mortality that was taking place. Notwithstanding^ 
hundreds were rushing onward, and but few return- 
ing apparently cured, the greater part being left to 
fottea tbe sou. Misery and disappointment were as' 
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keenly depicted on the countenances of some of them 
as I had seen in New York. The fever, both in 
its literal and metaphorical sense, was indeed raging. 
The cause of the bodily epidemic was said to be the 
quantity of timber newly felled, and the decayed 
vegetable matter. 

In a bar-room here I met with a Mr Smith of Ver< 
mont ; he had had the fever and ague, and was very 
weak. He recommended me to quit the place im- 
mediately, as he was about to do himself. The 
deaths that had taken place, he said, were sixty per 
cent ; and so callous were the feelings of the people, 
that the sick got no sympathy, the survivors seem« 
ing anxious for more deaths, that they might par- 
ticipate in the spoiL ^^ If you live,^ he continued, 
'^ you will see nothing going on but cutting, burn- 
ing, and clearing. I purchased a track of land, six 
hundred acres at three dollars each, but have left 
it. The copper-headed snake, the rattle-snake, and 
other poisonous reptiles, abound in myriads. Luckily 
for me, I bad bargained that at a given time^ if I did 
not like the property, I w^ to have the deposit 
money returned. If I get to Buffaloe I shall be 
safe ; but a relapse is nM>rtaI. Insects are so nume- 
rous, that you are like to be eaten up with them when 
they.iare alive, and when they die their decomposi- 
tion poisons the whole air. In a word, thb country 
in its present state is fit only for Indians.'" 

This gentleman and I took shilling for Erie ; 
other two emaciated figures were passengers return- 
ing. I went on to Sacket's Harbour. A new wonder 
of the world was pointed out to me here by a rene- 
gade countryman, who had not one word to speak 
in favour of his native land ; he had been surely a 
cheat when at home, and had been obliged to fly. 
This wonder is a large American ship, which was 
to have cleared Lake Erie of the British ; the wood 
0£ which it is builtj he said, was growing in the 
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autumn preceding; and in the depth of winter it 
was finished in two months, and ready to be launch- 
ed, when peace was proclaimed ; — ^whereas the Bri- 
tish imported timber from Canada, built their ships 
at home, and then sent them out here, where they 
had to be built a second time. What a waste of 
public money ! I said we had money still ; and that 
I saw it was a scarcer commodity here than at home, 
notwithstanding all their boasted economy. What- 
ever we did, we took care it should be done well. 
** Had this ship,'' I saiid, " been out during the pal- 
try storm I saw a few days ago, which blew so 
many American ships on shore, she would not have 
rode the gale ; timber requires to be seasoned before 
it is used in ship-building.'' This man was kind to 
me, however ; and I thought he railed against his 
country more to please the hangers-on in the bar- 
room, to which we adjourned, than to gratify him- 
self. The wonder of the world has a covering over 
it, and will of);en, I suppose, be pointed out to the 
British emigrant, to shew how slick the Americans 
can build a ship of war, no mistake. 

A man of the name of McDonald told the follow- 
ing story to the admiring audience in the bar-room : 
<^ A person named Campbell, with his wife and two 
fat children, travelled from New York to Bonning- 
ton seeking employment, but could find none. One 
of the children was at the breast, and the wife car- 
ried the other on her back ; he had a pack on his 
back, which contained all their things, no mistake. 
He at last called on Squire Allan, asking something 
to do, even for his meat, as his wife and children 
were starving. It was hay-harvest ; and he was a 
stout-looking fellow, no mistake. Mr Allan offered 
him eight dollars a month if he bad a mind to. But 
he could not take him into the house, as he had more 
hired helps than he had beds for ; but, pointing to 
a log-house at a little distance, said he might take 
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up his lodgings in it, if he had a mind to, and cotne 
back and get something to eat. When he came to 
the place, he cast in his bundle and said, ^^ Miss, 
here we be fixed.''" Miss set 4ibout gathering wood 
to make a fire; and Jem went to the ferm-house, 
and got Indian meal, rye, and pork. Thejr ga- 
thered leaves to make a bed with, having no blan- 
kets nor quilt. The squire^s wife, however, sent 
them a pot and a quilt. (I really have seen houses 
with no furniture, and only leaves for bedding). 
Jem went to work in the fields with the squire; 
he was a good hand, no mistake. Miss ^Uan in« 
vited Miss 'Campbell to come and take dinner at her 
husband'^s hcMise. There were turkey, pork, shad, 
potatoe-sauce, apple-sauce, plum-sauce, beet-root, 
and a number of pickles, with bread and cyder. 
Miss Campbell had never seen so much provisions on 
any table in her life before ; and she ate heartily, 
no mistake. One day Miss Allan went over to see 
her; «he was eating beat-potatoes with her eldest 
child. " Is this all you have to dinner ?'' said Miss 
Allan ; " and yet how fat you be," &c. Here the 
narrator, in defiance of all decency, went on to a 
great length with particulars which I do not choose 
to repeat. When he had finished, I gave him a re- 
proof similar to what I had done on a former occa- 
sion. " I have heard much worse than this at 
home,**' said my renegade countryman. Finding I 
had no support, I only replied that he had surely 
kept good company when in his own country ; for 
my part, I had never in my life lieard such ^oss sto- 
ries, and told publicly too, as those related in my pre* 
sence in America. It is truly a fine moral country. 
Frost is now set in ; and I observe the stones sink 
deeper in the soil in consequence. I went on to 
Black Rock, and crossed over to Canada ; came to 
Wyeland river and canal, and took the line-boat to 
St Katharines, thence on to York {Toronto.) The 
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houses are meaner than those in the States ; the 
country low-lying, sandy, wet, foggy; the fever 
and ague raging. In some of the streets I observed 
wood laid across to prevent people from sinking in 
the mire. I saw many emigrants looking as if they 
did not know what to do, misery depicted on their 
faces. I ^oke to one of them ; he said he could 
find no employment, and his money was exhausted. 
I called on Mr Chalmers, bookseller, brother to Mr 
Chalmers, of the same profession in Dimdee ; told 
him my name, and that I was a bookseller in Edin- 
burgh. He, I «ippose, thinking my next word 
would be a request f(Mr money, shoved his hands 
into his pockets, turned on his heel, and left me. I 
observe that every emigrant is suspected to have 
the plague-spot of poverty about him. The boat* 
men, the tavern-keepers, and any person you may 
call upon, look at you as if they would measure by 
your countenance the weight of your purse. The 
gypsies in our country are well off; they can beg 
or steal as suits their convenience, but here they 
would make nothing of either the one or the other. 
Seeing a boat was preparing to leave this miser* 
able place with luggage for Montreal, I bargained 
with the boatmen for my passage. We pulled away 
cheerily till we reached the rapids, and came to 
anchor till morning ; then went down, guiding the 
boat with poles. I saw some men on the beach 
dragging a boat up, in which one of their number 
was stationed guiding her with a pole, and shoving 
along. This must be heavy labour. One of our 
men sang in beautiful style the Canadian boat-song, 
by Moore : 

** Row, brothers, row ! for the sty is o'ercast, 
The rapids are near, and the day-light is past," &c. 

The glittering tin roofs and tin spouts of Mon« 
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treal give it a gay and glancing appearance at i 
^distance, when the sun is shining on it ; but aa y«v 
approach nearer the charm disappears. Saw mairf 
emi^ants lonnging ahout here; some had newh 
arrived— -they were allowed to code their tic^im 
and sleep on board till they should be providad 
with lodging, and not turned out as we were jrt 
New York. This is a busy place, particQlar- 
ly for lumber; but I thought the manners of A€ 
people even more forbidding and suq)icious than in 
the States. Frost keen, some snow foiling; ttfie 
shifting dismantled. I think it cruel of the Cann- 
dians to exact the dollar :from emigrants at landing;, 
as is done in the States ; they ought ralher to pro- 
vide for tiiose who have neen induced to ooinc 
out, as the more numerous the population the weal- 
thier will be Ae country. 

Being desirous to see Quebec, its garrison, tihc 
Heights of Abram, and the place where ireneva] 
Wolfe feU, I ix>ck shipping for that port It is i 
miserable town, built in the old French style ; the 
streets narrow ; the houses mean and paltry look 
ing. It seems a thriving place, however, for ahip- 
;j ping ; but at this season most of the places of busi- 

ness were shut up for the wintw. The country 
around has a neglectedJike appearance. The St 
Lawrence was beginning to freeze ; snow fell heavily 
with a piercmg wind; cold sixteen degrees below zero. 
I was glad to make a hasty retreat back to 
Montreal, imd crossed from thence to Laprairie, in 
Vermont. Next day the snow was about three feet 
deep ; the sky dear and frosty ; sun warm. I got 
a sleigh and pursued my journey along the green 
mountains of Vermont ; they were now covered 
^vith a mantle of snow, through which occasionally 
some stumps would be peeping. It is very agreeable 
to drive in a sleigh ; but the horses' foet will occa- 
^onally throw snow in your foce. They have a 
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leather belt that conies under the bdlj, also anotiier 
strapped to the collar or brecham^ on which there are 
hollow cups orbella containing iron balls, which pro«^ 
duce jingling sounds, to warn other yehideB of their 
approach. The sleigh appears as if it lay a good 
deal to one side. I saw some people going about 
with pads on their noses on account of ttie cold. 

When I came to Lakes Champlain and Geoi^e, 
they were beginning to freeze. At every log or 
frame-house I passed, people were either slaughter- 
ing, or had been slaughtering hogs ; the bloodrStained 
snow shewed that their day of account had arrived. 
Nothing to be heard but the sound of the lumberer'^s 
axe. The farmers have a long winter. 

Haying arrived once more at my nefhew^ I learnt 
tiiat no letter had been received for me ; and I told 
him I could not wait any longer. He said, ^^ Uncle, 
ikis is a stormy winter, and early set in ; you can^ 
not go. I have salted down fourteen cwt. of pork, 
besides other provisions, and laid in a store of fireo- 
wood. You will neither starve with hunger nor 
cold ; so you must just wait till spring.**^ I answer^ 
ed, ^^ James, I am not conscious of having taken 
9leep for more than t^'^o weeks back ; if you detain 
me one week longer I shall go nuid, and then you 
may keep me.*" " Well then,^ said he, " I must send 
ta*morrow and take out your ticket in the eoach to 
Albany. How are your finances ?^^ I named a sum, 
which I said I considered sufficient to carry me 
home. He said^ ^^ It is too little ; but I will bear 
your expences the length of Mew York, and, if 
you need more, draw on me ; or should you be^ 
come imwell, go into some good hotel, and get 
advice. You know that letters reach us only once 
a-weeky and sometimes only once in two weeks, 
but I will set out for you as soon as I receive a 
letter, pay your expences, and bring you back. I 
mrould hige accompanied, you to New Yoa^k, but 
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fihould lose twenty dollars per day if I did, for mf 
hired helps never work when I am away.'' I now 
took farewell of all my kind acquaintances, many 
of whom made me write several scraps of Bums' 
poems, which I distributed among them. I kad to 
drink to each. 

December 12^A.-— My nephew called me up ; I had 
not closed an eye that night. About two in the morn- 
ing his sleigh was yoked with two good horses to 
drive me to Glens-Falls. It was piercing cold, snow 
five feet deep. The coach was to start f<w Albany 
at seven. I was snugly wrapt up in bufFalo-skins, 
and felt comfortable at the prospect of returning 
home ; and when we reached the top of the Queens- 
berry Mountains, and saw the sky brightening a 
little in the east, I was quite revived, for I had 
felt myself unwell. We had not long arrived till 
the coach was ready. I took my seat behind ; there 
were two or three other passengers, but it was by 
no means full. It was not a close carriage as ours 
are, the upper part being only a screen ; but it had 
a cover on the top. After I was seated, a person 
opened the door, and said, " Mr Weston ?'*' I an- 
swered yes. He then went to the bar where my 
nephew was, and the latter came out and intro- 
duced him to me as Judge , when he took his 

seat opposite, giving me the American stare. When 
>^ we drove off, he entered into conversation with me 
about our courts of justice, and the wide extension 
of the English language, saying that it was purely 
spoken in almost every part of the Union, and that 
we ought to be proud of our eldest son. I said, 
" Our eldest son ought to be proud of us, but I 
think he is not ; I am aware the language spoken is 
our own, but the manners and the morals are not, 
unless taken from our lowest class, who find a ready 
asylum here along with their ill-got gabs." He 
held up America as perfection^ aud I <Ud the sam« 
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good office for Britain. None of the other passem 
gers int^ered; and after we halted to change 
horses at Sandy HiU, I lost sight of him altogether. 
Hare we got ourselves warmed, and took something 
inwardly, of which we had much need, for the wind 
and drift which hlew right into the carriage had 
perfectly benumbed and stupified us. 

Some of our writers say there sre no pedestrian 
travellers in America ; but I found them continually 
in all weathers — ^this day I passed many threading 
their way through tlie snow. The white painted 
wooden bouses have now a miserable looking appear^ 
ance, and, being the same colour as the snow, are not 
easily distinguished at a distance. Late at night we 
arrived in Albany ; and, as we drove past the lamps, 
I fancied myself in Edinburgh. Our horses, as the 
driver told me, ha<l taken the sloughing distemper, 
which was a new disease among hors^ in America, 
and generally terminated &tally. 

Next day I went on board the New England 
steam-boat for New York ; her length was seventy 
of my steps, breadth fifteen. When we* got a little 
below Albany, she ran a-ground on the bar, which 
put off some hours— got her off and made sail. To- 
wards evening it began to blow a hurricane, with 
snow ; we could not see two yards from the ship. 
We had to come to anchor, and allow the steam to 
go off; the bell was kept ringing lest any other 
vessel should come in contact. We had to lie in 
this condition all night. Next day we made sail, snow 
idling, and got as far as West Point; it blew a 
perfect hurricane, with snow ; the ship rolled 
heavily, not only gunnel under, but sometimes her 
bulwarks nearly So ; we all thought she would up.- 
set Two men were rolled overboard — ^nothing 
could save them. We put back into a bay a little 
above West Eeiat, came to anchor^ and allowed^ 
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the steam to go off. This was as coarse a night w§ 
ever blew, the ship rolling dreadfully. After thii^ 
had been put to rights a little, I went to bed ; the 
rolling of the ship rocked me asleep ; and wheai I 
awoke next morning, I found we were opposite Sing 
Sing, the state-prison formerly described. I ought 
to have stated that, at the time I visited it, a numbei: 
of merchants and tradesmen had taken the oppor- 
tunity of an outcry against the governor for con- 
tracting for work at an under value, and thereby 
defrauding trade of its legitimate profits, to petition 
for its entire abolition. Our wood being all con- 
sumed, we had to take in another supply.— We 
arrived at New York, having been sixty-four hours 
on the passage. 

My first business was to go and inquire after a pas- 
sage home. I learned that the Camillus was to 
I sail on the 20th. Saw the captain, who told me he 

weuld sail on the 1 9th ; took out and paid my passage, 
^] putting my trunk on board. I now went to the 

i- house I had formerly lodged in, to make inquiri^ps 

about my former shipmates. They had aU left but 
ij, one, namely the watchmaker, who was a boarder. 

)i I engaged on my old terms-^-to pay so much for my 

|b; bed, and for my victuals according to what I should 

% eat. My landlady said, " You will never see Bri- 

4. tain again if you go in that ship ; no ofHce will in- 

j' sure her." " She is the first ship," I said, " and 

I I will take my chance." I slept this night with 

the watchmaker, who told me that every one of our 
passengers that he knew of, including himself, had 
taken the country's distemper ; and all had now left 
the place except one. This was a son of the fore* 
man of Messrs C n and Company, paper-manu- 
facturers, P ' k ; he, like uiany others, had 
gone out in high glee, dancing and* singing, a boon 
companion of the master-baker formerly alluded to* 
He had now been three times in the hospital, and 
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was not well behaved. My companion said he was 
not comfortable himself, and did not like the board- 
ing-houses ; but he was ashamed to return home just 
yet. I saw the foreman^s son ; but he was so ema- 
ciated and shabbily dressed, that I thought shame of 
him ; he was to have brought me a letter for his 
father, but did not do so. 

Next day, in going along Broadway, a person 
touched me on the shoulder. I turned round and 
recognised a late shopman of Mr Ebenezer Ward- 
law, Lothian street, Edinburgh. He informed ma 
that Peter , late clerk to Messrs Thom- 

son, stationers, St Andrew^s square, was in New 
York, giving lectures on agriculture and marriage ; 
and wished to take me to him. We accordingly met 
and shook hands, and had something to drink in a 
Scotch house, as it was called. Mr Calder, hat- 
manufkcturer, came in while we were there, and 
having recognised me, was desirous that I should 
make his house my home while I remained. As 
his manufactory and dwelling-house w^;<e in the. old 
state-prison, a considerable way off, he offered me 
some omnibus tickets to convey me to and from his 
house ; and obsen'^ing my hat was the worse of the 
wear, kindly gave me a new one. I caUed on him 
only once, however, when he requested me to take 
charge of a present for his mother-in-law, Mrs Ru»< 
sell, Rankeillor street, Edinburgh, which I pro- 
mised to do. Peter — — introduced me to a great 
number of his acquaintances, all of his own cast, 
and no great saints, to say the least. He intended 
to give a lecture that night, and requested me to 
draw the money imd give out the tickets, as he had 
no faith in the Americans. This I agreed to do ; 
and having appointed another person to receive back 
the tickets, was duly installed in office at the bar. 
At the appointed hour, the people b^n to gather ; 
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many of my old eottntrymen, as I receded the halS» 
doUar firom them, lo<4ced at me as if bewitched, 
having had no notion of seeing me here. I had im 
speak be&re they were satisfied of my identity. Tim^ 
rolled on, and no word of Peter. A lady and gea^ 
tieman came out to me, and said tliey suspected it 
was all a hoax, and wished back their money ^ I 
was about to comply with their demand, when three 
of Peter^s friends came up and said I ought not to 
do so. Hereupon tlie gentleman said he would aj^ 
ply to the police; it was forty minutes past the 
hour, and he had no notion of being humbugged. 
I said I had no part in the affair but to receive tho 
money and pay it over for behoof of the lecturer ^ 
but that if he did not make his appearance I would 
return it when the hour elapsed. The gendemaa 
then Tvent out threatening to make me feel the con- 
sequences. Peter^s friends also attempted to sikeak 
oS'y but I peremptorily refused to let them go, say* 
ing that if Hhere was any imposition, I bad no haod 
m it^ and as I had taken out and paid for my pasu 
sage in the i^iip which was to sail on Sunday^ I 
would not run the risk of being detained by the piK 
lice ; I would commit the first who attempted to 
stir, or make any disturbance. I also desired the 
door-keeper to take notice of them, and, if they 
attempted to go out, to call me. About ten minuter 
before the hour expired, Peter made bis appearanee^ 
pretty groggy ;. he had drunk four tumblers of braib- 
dy to give him confidence. The lecture was fair ;. 
he was occasionally applauded, and got through it 
respectably. I paid over the money to the propria- 
tor of the room as directed. A number now pr^ 
posed to take me to a Scotch house to give me ^ 
treat ; the landlord was a proper Sawney, and spoke 
the Scotieh dialect broader than I had ever heard ia 
.Scotland.. As he found much fault with me for crjr- 
ing up my own country, I set him dowafor a swind- 
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lei* and shatper, ready to way-lay and spunge hitf 
less knowing countrymen. We had a room to our- 
selves—there would be above thirty present. I 
never was among such a squad of ruffians b^re ; 
and they yoked on me all and sundry because I 
liked Britain ; but I cut them short by saying it was 
a good place for honest men. When a son rails at and 
exposes his parent, a minute inspection will shew his 
own character to be none of the best. We continued 
till late, they railing against their country and I 
passively listening — to argue was needless. 

When we broke up, I said to Peter, " I must 
go home with you, as my house will be shut for the 
night.^^ He did not seem to relish this proposal, aii 
he had no bed ; but offered to see me safe to my own 
quarters. ^^ J have been accustomed to the back^ 
woods,'' I replied, " and can do without a bed.'* 
As I would not take a denial, he led me to a very 
mean looking frame-house a long way oiF^ and up 
a miserable stair, then, opening a door, ushered me 
into a very small room having a bed, in which were 
lying four men. There was just space enough to 
^mit a chest between the wooden wall and the bed» 
There was another at the end opposite the window^ 
and a third in front of the bed, but close to the par-« 
tition, leaving just sufficient space for me to lie down 
on my back. Peter lay on the chest at the foot ; 
he had a quilt for a covering, I had none. The night 
was piercing cold, and I could readily see through the 
chinks in the clap- boards. One of our fellow-lodgers 
had been an apprentice to a surgeon in St Andrew 
Square, and was an old customer of my own. He 
had run up an account with me which he forgot to 
pay when he left Scotland, and, to make mattery 
better, carried off one of my books. — I fell in with 
many others besides Peter who had tricked me ; 
but they were as unable to pay me now as before. 

In going next morning to call on Mr Gibson^ 
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Bcoome Street^ late writer to tha sigiiet» the drift 
blowmg^keen, I observed a hoglyiugtrois&ito deatit 
on the street ; I also saw icicles hanging to the beards 
of both cows and horses. In New York the genteel 
pe<qile take their meals in the siuik area in summer 
beeanse it is cool» and in winter because it is warm. 
Mr Gibson and Us family were very kind to me ; 
he is partial to America* 

Revisited Grant Thorbum^s ; the cistern oontain* 
kig the gold fish was frozen into a solid block of ice,, 
and they had a fine appearance. I got some seeds^ 
to faring to Edinburgh. 

Being in company with a printer, he told n» that 
Mr Black, printer, one of those who fought and 
waS' wounded at Bomiymutr, during the time of the 
ladieal reform meetings in 1819, wrought sometime 
in bis office, but had lately gone to Montreal, being 
18' sick of republican manners as he himself waa, or 
as I was fit to be. This person was one of mj 
fellow-passengers in the voyage home. 

In going along Greenwich street, I met wi£h 
a Dr ' from Aberdeen, who had been often in^ 
my shop ; he came up and shook me coirdiatly bj 
the hand, saying he was glad to hear I had taken 
out my passage in the Camillus, as we should mesi 
together. I said I had laid in a poor sea-atore^ 
but hoped to have a quick passage ; he assured me, 
however, that he had plenty, and would share it 
with me. He requested me to put some goods on 
board for him in my name, for he was a&aid the 
eaptain would be suspicious, as he had a large qtiaa- 
tity. I consented to do so ; but said he muist not 
expect me to claim them in Greenodc, for I was not | 
going to run the hazard of being taken for a smng^ 
gler. 

Peter kept always hanging on me ; but having 
laid ih as much sea^tores as I could afford, reserv- 
ing only one soverei^, I was determixffid noiti to 
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diange it ; and, after spending my last Americaa 
^^oins in his company, I told liim not to call on me 
i^ain, as I would neither see him nor any one ebe. 
The New Yoik dandies are 49leighing in all di* 
rections— 4he horses decorated iridi many bells. 
Went on board ship, resolving not to be seen 4m 
-shore again, as she was to clear ^M^cxt morning* 

I cannot close this chapter without noticing a fal- 
lacy which I have heard again and again advanced. 
Many peojde are led to believe that Britain is taxed 
in an inquisitorial and oppressive manner, and that in 
America there is little or no taxation. This, how- 
ever, is far from the truth. No person is permitted 
to open a shop or commence business in that country 
until he acquires the status of a citizen, which is 
only obtained after a three years'* residence, an oath 
of fidelity to the States, and a renuiiciation of his 
own country, besides paying some dollars as the fee 
of enrolment ; after which he becomes liable to serve 
in the militia, as a fireman, or something of the sort. 
This regulation is applicable also to tavern-keepers, 
who besides mu^ takeout a yearly license, for which 
they pay ten dollars, and to every description of tra- 
ders down to a common carter. Nay, in most of the 
States, no person can acquire a valid title to land 
till he has obtained the right of citizenship. But 
our travellers pass over all these trifling matters, and 
^low the deluded emigrant to find th^n out for 
himself. I knew a farmer who emigrated thither 
because his own country groaned under oppressive 
taxation. But the tax-gatherer found him out in 
America also>; and after he had valued every thing 
he saw, the emigrant ha^^^ied to pull out his watcb, 
which was instantly put down for assessment among 
the other items of the inventory. The emigrant 
was astonished and got angry ; but Jonathan got 
equally SO at being c^led in question m his official 
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capacity, and told him plainly, that if he endeavoured 
to conceal any part of his property, he would put 
him on oath, and fine him. Tax-gatherers in 
America are men of high standing, and go to work 
slickly. Our emigrant had made money at home, 
and he is losing it there ; but, like many others, 
he is ashamed tqd^e back. 



277 



CHAP. VIIL 

VOYAGE HOME.— A STORM AT SEA. 

I BECEivED a note from a gentl^^n, that he had 
given the captain a pork-ham, to he consigned to 
my care, which he hoped I would deliver to his 
sister-in Jaw in Edinburgh ; also a parcel of books, 
and a packet with some letters. Having spoken to 
the captain about them, he told me the small pac- 
kets had been put aside, but that he would look 
them out and ^ve them to me when he had time. 
As however I considered them safer in tlie cabin 
than in the steerage, I allowed them to remain.^ I 
also received a letter from Mr Calder, hat-manufac« 
tui* er, informing me that he had put on board to my 
care a barrel of apples, pai*t of which I might use 
on the voyage, and give the remainder to his mo- 
ther-in-law in Rankeillor street. These the first 
mate, Mr Upton, told me he had put in the round- 
house for greater security. This gentleman also 
kindly offered me the use of his cabin to write in ; 
he was a native of Boston, a kind good man, and 
an able seaman. He had formerly the charge of a 
ship larger than the Camillus, in which the last 
voyage he made was from New York to New Or- 
leans, with 108 passengers, 16 seamen, and one of 
the owners' sons. It was towards the end of Oc- 
tober before they arrived. The yellow fever and 
ague broke out in the ship a few days previous ; and 
there died of the passengers ninety-seven, and of 
the crew nine, also the owner'^s son. He had taken 
the fever himself just at landing, and suffered a re* 
lapse before he left the place. The people in the ^ip 
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were in a deplorable condition, and not less so \rlien 
they cama ashore, every one seeming to have lost 
all feelings of humanity, and anxious for more 
deaths, that they might have a larger share of spoiL 
The country, he said, is so low-lying and sandy, 
that every hole made to bury the dead im was in- 
stantly filled with water, and that sand had to be 
thro^wn on the Mdks to sink them. The effiima 
surising from putrefaction impregnated the air miUjtt 
pestilential vi^ur ; and they had ultimately to 
make h^ige fires and bum the dead. He drew m 
horrid 'picttkre of New Orleans; besides the feviBr, 
loss of reason is very common, few being able to 
stand the climate above four years without snfFeriag 
mental imbecility. He had accepted the situation 
of first asuate here solely that he might have an op- 
portunity of renewing his health, and visiting Bri« 
tain, where he had often been before. 

We had an Irishman on board who had been in 
America for three years, and was returning to un- 
happy Ireland with all its distractions, leaving the 
good things in America to those who could get th^n. 
He ^aid he had got nothing but hard labour mid 
little pay ; had been in Canada as well as moet 
places of the Union ; had saved as much as would 
pay his passage home ; and was delighted to leave 
America ere his little savings should be exhausted. 
It wafi a curious &ct, he said, that not only travrdU 
lers, but even one's own relations, were prone to 
deceive the public and their friends at home :by 
speaking of the abundance to be had in America 4 
Ao that it was no wonder so many believed the tale. 
His sister had been the cause of bringing him here 
and ruining him ; for he had been induced to leave 
a small bit of land, of which he had a Uferent lease, 
in Ireland, with a cow and several pigs, in conso- 
^uenoe of her representations of what great things 
she and her husband were doing. They kept a ho- 
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tel, had several hundred acre? of laiidy with many 
horses, cows, and pigs, in a place a little way from 
Halifax. " I wasf such a fool as helieve them,'' he 
md ; ^^ I came — ^but they had cleared out no one 
knew where, nor any thing about them. If I had 
fjound then^ I verily believe I diould have mur- 
dered them. Winter was setting ia^ and what I had 
brought with me was soon spent in a boarctmg-house. 
Plague take such houses !'' He gaire me tlie prices 
of provisions there : A bi]3hel of potatoes^ 6s. 6d. 
a melon, Is. (in New York it only costs one penny) 
bntter-milk, per quart, l^d ; butter. Is. 6d. pei; lib. 
beef, lOd. per lib. ; sheep's4iead and pluck, Is. 6d. 
cowVliver, Is. ; bread, per loaf, Is. ; shoes, 128. 
per pair ; boots, six dollars. He smd Halifax was 
.a9 miserable a place for a poor man as any he ever 
.flaw. His sister he never met ; and suspiected he 
had be^i the dape of some artful scoundrel^ for ha 
fiaid he would never think of wishing his, worst ene- 
my to come out ; — but tbat.the whole country of Bri- 
tain was rvm mad, for they thought that, if they 
were once set down any ^here iu America, they 
would want fop-nothing. " Let tix&aa, come !" hie 
continued, " I tbank Qoi I am on my. way back.'' 
In a birth opposite to mine was a woman with 
three youjig children bom in Ammca, the eldest 
ij^der eight years of. age, all girJs, and white haired. 
She and her husband bad thought to make malJtexs 
better by comijgtg out ; but they had only been ren- 
dered worse. She was now returning to her father, 
who was still alive, her husband intending to fol- 
low. I had witnessed the parting, the £ither from 
the children, and they from their parent, and ex- 
pected to see weeping and wailing among them. But 
no ! I have seen more real sorrow ajb the separa- 
tion of ordinary acquaintances. They merely dsook 
baad^} and coolly bade each other &rew^. tThss 

Aa2 
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is a cold-blooded-country; kindness is a plant of 
rere growth ; and nobody cares f(^ any one but 
himself. 

We had another female passenger who had beeii 
only about six months in America. She and her 
husband had gone out in the Science, where one of 
the cabin passengers had cut his throat. She said 
he had never been sober since he left Greenock. 
Her husband had got employment in New York 
livering and loading vessels, but was drowned in con- 
sequence of missing a step on the plank on which he 
was about to cross the water ;r and she was now on 
her way home to her father. We had a carpenter 
without tools, having dr^nk them all ; we had also 
two bakers, one who had been as far up in Canada 
as Lake Huron and the Huron-track, the other who 
had been out three years, and had wrought in seve- 
ral large towns, but never liked the place. We 
had two cabinet-makers, three masons, and a weav^ 
who had been in garrison at Quebec, and who-, after 
having got his discharge, had wrought a little in the 
States and Canada, but did not like them. We had 
a printer, named Joseph Taylor, who had been five 
years in America, and is now in Glasgow. He 
said he had been in purgatory all the lime ; but 
he had left the country with as much inoney, and 
no' more, than he took but with him — a tale few can 
tell. We had a back-woodsman who had been a 
lumberer for three years, and was glad to come bade 
poorer than he went out. We had other two, Irish 
labourers, the one named Barney Kane, with a wife 
and three children, who had been out three years, 
and the other of the name of Mooney, who had 
been only four months, but was as glad to escape 
as the other. We had Dr « of Aberdeen, 

mentioned before, who had sailed backwards and for- 
wards many times; and three c^bin^passengers> ^ 
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ladf and two gentlemea, one of the l^ter with two 
chiykiren, having left his wife behind^ 

I heard my name inquired after on deck several 
times this day; but as I had resolved to see uq 
one, I always bade somebody pass the wprd that 
I was on shore. 

Some doubts occurred to nie what soft of a per- 
son the captain was, as there waa not tt, hand o|i 
b^ard but himself, the first mate, i|nd steward, e:si^ 
cepting a few persons loading the vesad ; and the 
^p- was on the very eve of sajling, Th^ mate had 
to see every thing stowed away, the elioremeii 
seemingly careless of what they did^ and only de- 
sirous to put off time. 

Decemher 18th, — At 9 o'^clock, a. m. the ship Ie0; 
the old slip, and was hauled out without a crew on 
board; made sail, and came to anchor abreast of PauFs 
Hook. Several other ships were brought up h&re wait- 
ing for Uie wind shifting. The boats were all hoisted 
in and secured, and the shoremen paid off; th^ 
went away in a boat of their own. All this seemed 
very strange ; here we were with not a hand on 
boajxL excepting the mate and steward, nor a bo^t 
alongside. In a short time, however, we saw one 
approaching with several hands, strange loohij^ 
figures, who proved to be one a Frenclunan, tTv^o 
Portuguese, one a Dutchman, one an English- 
man, three Americans, and a man of colour, sJl so 
drunk that they had difficulty in getting up th^e 
ship^s side. The bedding and ehests of such as po^ 
aessed these articles were also put on board; but 
some of them had neither dbest, bedding, nor bags. 
I never saw such a motley crew in any British 
ship.; though I had se^i something like it on boa?d 
an American man of war. They were Falstaff V 
recruits over again; a British commander would 
base faeea ashamed of such a squads soB»e of th^n 
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mere boys too. A smart person of a Yankee or 
Jewish-like appearance ako came up the ship'^s side^ 
and went aft into the* cabin with the captain ; and 
tifter remaining a short time, they went ashore to- 
gether in the captain^^ boat. The seamen now be- 
^n to drink and make a noise in the forecastle. 
The first mate was busy overhauling the running 
'gear, and examining every thing by himself, wiA 
-8 minuteness that showed be had takeir a heavy 
ohilrge upon him. To a question I put regarding 
the behaviour of the men, be said, ^^ Let them 
-enjoy themselves to night; I will find plenty for 
them to do to^morroWi" One of them having come 
out of the fore-castle* now offered his assistance ; but 
he was so drunk that he could not stand, and the 
mate clapped him on the shoulder, bidding him be a 
good fellow, and go into the fi)re-castle to sleeps 

It is a common practice for seamen to be eng^ed 
for the voyage out and home again, and then to be 
paid off. This is done in Britain as well as in 
America ; and shore-men are employed to Jirer the 
ship. At every arrival the shirks of boarding-house 
keepers and publicans in America are on the alert. 
Their conduct in New York reminded me of our 
eoach-porters laying hold of the passengers' luggage, 
and almost taking it by force ; for they act in the 
self-same manner either with the emigrants or sea- 
' men, both of whom are easily spunged. The sea- 
men are generally kept drunk the whole time th^ 
are in the house. Crinq)s are employed by captains 
who have no character to engage hands for them 
• when they are going to sail ; these men know where 
to find them, engage them, and get them to sign 
the ship's articles. The poor fellows af e generally 
in debt to the boarding-house- keeper, however short 
time they may have been with him ; the crimp gives 
^ them some pay in advance, which enables them 
to clear with him ; and he receives his reward 
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both from the boarding-house-keeper and the captain, 
no mistake. Jack is thus flattered to get into a boat 
with his luggage, dnink as he is^ and is brought on 
board without knowing either the name of the ship 
or her place of destination. This was precisely the 
case with the crew we had recently taken on board ; 
and when they got a little sober, and saw they had 
caught a tartar, they were for hoisting out a boat to 
go ashore* The captain, however, threatened them 
M'ith imprisonment, as they had signed the articles ; 
but they paid no regard to this, and proceeded to 
unlash the boat. The captain then got hold of a 
ropers end, which he began to administer with no 
sparing hand, a species of argument they did not 
seem to relish, as they fled from his presence in a 
dastardly manner. Had they been all British sea- 
men, I am convinced they would have chucked him 
overboard rather than submit to such usage^ This 
was ahotiier sample of American liberty. The sea- 
men retired into tiie . fore-castle, vowing bloody 
vengeance over their cups on the captain and the 
ship. They had a quantity of brandy which they 
kept in a knave, l^at is, an earthen-ware vessel 
shaped like a barrel, and poured it into panikins, 
or tin-jugs like those used by childrenv The captain 
burst in upon their orgies, seized the knave, and 
mounting on deck, chucked it with its contents over^ 
board. The craven hearts, a portion of whom 
had always liberty on the tip of their tongue, said 
nothing. The first mate, Mr Upton, was also silent. 
A British conmiander durst not give such treatment 
to any one on board his ship, else he would smart 
for it on shore ; but it is not easy for me to define 
American freedom — Mr Stuart of Dunearn, the 
traveller, can do it however. 

December IQth. — The mate, as soon as it was day, 
Jhad all the hands up that he considered able, to go 
.aloft to Qxerhaul and. reive the rumiing rigging. 
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The English sailor said to him, m mjr hearing; 
*^ These main foot-ropes are so far gone that I am 
afraid to trust to them.^ The mate bade him keep 
a firm hold hf the robins^ as he had not time to e»- 
amine them at present. The Frenchman, in - going 
up the cat-harpings, appeared as if he i¥as about to 
(a^ which the captain observing ordered him down 
on dedc, and taking a ropeV end gave him a severe 
starting ; I am certain I have seen a man receive 
three dozen of lashes in a British ship, and not be 
so severely pimished. The poor fellow was a little 
old man, but a good seaman ; and after this event 
X observed him always shun the captain as much as 
he could. I was now really convinced that our cap- 
tarn was a tyrant of the first order. 

It came on to blow a violent gale from the nordi 
east, which soon increased to a faarriicane— a noriik- 
easter is a dangerous gale in the bay of New Yodc 
The Ajax, a Liverpool liner, a powerful shqi, whidi 
had run down a vessel of about e^al tonnage to 
ours in her last voyage, drifted down upon us drag^ 
ging three anchors a-head, ran foul of our larboard 
quarter, carried away the bunkin for the larboard 
mainrbrace and part of the mizzen chains, and injured 
our quarter gallery. She was brought up almost un^ 
der our stern. Shortly afterwards, another powerful 
ship, also dragging three anchors a-head, drified 
down on us, and was brought up within a few yard& 
of our jib-boom. Our condition was now one of 
great peril, as we were likely to be nipped between 
diem ; the vessel pitched and rolled violently ; and 
the passengers all got very sidi. Having a power- 
ful telescope, I kept on deck, sweeping the horizon 
around ; the waves were high ; the squall terrible. 
Saw the spray breaking over Castlo-Garden ; part 
of the pork was covered with water. Observed boats 
plying in Washington street and Greenwich street 
Paul's Hosfc waji overflown to a coBsiderable d^d^H 
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some of the trees and houses covered with water. I 
observed six ships driven on shore, and a schooner 
of considerable burden fairly upset; whether the 
crew were drowned I never learned. The whole 
bay, as far as my vision could carry me, along East 
River and Brooklyn, and up North River, was 
covered with wreck ; logs, clap-boards, flour-barrels, 
lime-barrels, beef-barrels, strewed about — indeed the 
wreck was composed of every variety. A frame- 
house came floating past our ship within a few 
yards of us ; it was almost lyiog on its back ; the 
windows were broken, and the door shut. This 
convinced me of what I had always suspected, that 
it is possible for an American house to be floated 
away ; the inmates, however, would not* be so safe 
as those in Noah'^s Ark were. The Dutchman might 
be excused for believing, when he first saw an Ame- 
rican steam-boat, with the walking-beam high above 
deck, that it was a saw-mill afloat ; and wondered 
what the people were all staring at. 

The hurricane lasted about four hours, when fk 
4 p. M. it moderated. Boats were now seen in eiwffjr 
direction picking up the wreck which was fast float- 
ing to seaward with the tide ; very little could be 
saved owing to the night approaching, and the wind 
still blowing high. There were several houses on fire 
in New York at the sarate time. Our perilous sitit- 
ation having been observed from the shore, a pilot 
came on board with the first opportunity^ He told 
us that the old slip we had removed from the day 
previous was nearly broken up, and a very great 
deal of damage done to the shipping; the level of 
the streets next the slips was completely destroyed, 
some parts being raised and others depressed up- 
wards of six feet, by the violence of the waves and 
the concussion of the vessels driven in, many of which 
were lying high and dry on the streets after the sea 
)iad subsided* Several houses had beeo thrown dawiv 
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and Toadied away ; shops and cellars lykig towards 
Sast River were filled with water to the fourth street 
tack, through which many hoats were plying to save 
the goods and lives of the inhabitaxtts. He said that 
there had not been such a storm in New York for 
fbvty years ; that the number of lives lost was. un- 
known, but the damage done to property would 
amount te^ many hundred thousand dollars ; and 
that we had made a fortunate escape, as few ships 
in the harbour had not received material injury, 
particularly those about the old slip. He now ex- 
amined our vessel ; but found the ixgnry not so 
great as to render it necessary that we should pot 
bock to refit. The Ajax and the other ^p ahead 
of us now began to unmoor. This was a dangerous 
operation ; we had to use warps to drag our vessel 
aside, as the cables of the Ajax came ri^bi;. below 
hor. The wind was still blowing fresh, but tbb 
was no time for dallying ; we were astern of the 
Ajax when the last anchor was raised from the 
gri^md, and she had some of her sails set to bear 
her away from us. We had a hawser fastened to 
her' stem to make her heel round ; but as soon as 
the last anchor was raised from the ground, she drifted 
down on us like a friry, her anchors hanging at the 
bows. Each of the pilots in both ships now gave 
the word at the same moment, ^' Let go every thing i^*" 
The order was promptly obeyed. Some used ftn- 
ders and some poles to keep us sepan^; tjne* fbr«* 
chains of the Ajax grazed our main-chains ae she 
passed us, and the yards touched, but being free 
tjiey swung round, and she darted o£P like a shot, 
drifting with the tide. Having thus got dear of the 
danger, she came to anchor about half a mile from 
us.^ At 8 p. M. the wind rose again, and we had a 
heavy hail-storm ;. weather bitterly cold. The fii» 
bdls of New York rung g^everal times this night. 
Decembev 29tk, — 8 a, if. A (^urideraUe ^pMuUatjr 
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of snow had fallen during the 3ii^t» the grotuid fae^ 
ing covered with it ; morning cold and clear ; mate 
aiid seamen busy oveihauling and reiving the run- 
ning gear; wind veered a little to the north west. 
At 10 A. M. the pilot came on board, and it was now 
all hands unmoor ship, a^oy ! The Ajax and 8e^ 
veral other vessels were busy weighing their anchors 
to *^ Yo heave ho,'' while others were manning the 
tackle-falls, hauling home the sheets, hoisting the 
yards, and setting the braces, to various songs sung 
to different metres, the most common one to be heard 
all around being something like this : 

Clap on the haulyards, my boys, do it cheerily | 

XJp ! up ! — she rises so quick and so merrily ; 

Vre are bound for Britain, boys, the wind is whistling 

cheeriiyi^- 
Full away hearty, boys, and see you do it merrily. 
Merrily— merrily — ^merrily — ^merrily ! 
Pull away cheerly, boys, and see you do it merrily ! 

When the anchor was brought to the bows, I ob- 
served part of the chain-cable ; and the flues had been 
deeply imbedded in blue clay of a fine quality. 

Passed Long Island; the white painted houseg 
contrasted with the snow had now a chilling appear- 
ance. Last time I had seen them they looked 
clean, comfortable, and even shewy in the distance. 

The hospitals on Staten Island, also white pain^ 
ted, bore the same cheerless aspect, and put me in 
mind of some pale-faced sickly woman dressed in 
white garments on a snowy day. But I was on 
my way home now, and my heart was not to be 
depressed — Let those who might boast of America 
take it to themselves; I thanked God I had no 
fiffther concern with it. The ships which had left 
tiie anchor ground with us soon passed on, and w^e 
out of sight. The pilot now took his departure, 
having taken us safe tiirough the reefs in Sandy 
Hotds. These ree6 tvat i^ out ; md the bredcow 
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bursting over them are readily seen. It is a dan- 
gerous port to enter in an unfavourable wind. The 
anchors were taken in on deck and secured, and the 
cables stowed away below. 

Passed Sandy Hook ; the sea changed to green. 
At sun-down, the hindmost *ship, laid on an easterly 
direction, was faintly seen in the eastern horizon, 
and Sandy Hook light-houee in the west ; in a short 
time we were left to ourselves without any visible 
object. The mate and seamen had been very busy 
Ais day overhauling every thing. 

December 2l8t — 8 a. m. Blowing fresh, and in 
our favour ; ship by the log making eight knots an 
hour ; sea changed to blue, indicating no soundings ; 
weather cold and clear ; no object in our horizon ; 
ship Idling much ; some crockery broken ; passen- 
gers all sick ; seamen and mate busy overhauling and 
repairing. The captain was not seen on deck this 
day. The first mate, observing that the pumps 
sucked, had them taken out and &amined, and 
stuffed the. boxes ; they still drew air, but he couid I 
not discover where the fault lay ; ship pumped trvt^ice 
during the watch. 

December 22rf. — 8 a. m. Wind died away ; the 
water smooth as glass, but slightly agitated with an 
undulating motion ; ship rolling lazily but heavily. 
The first mate told me this calm was oncdnous, as 
he knew by the appearance of the sky ; he had the 
seamen and second mate busily employed overhaul- 
ing and repairing. The carpenter was asked to 
make a boom for the larboard main-brace, which he 
refused to do, alleging that he had made an offer 
to the captain to M'ork his passage home, and after* 
wards even tendered payment of half the passage- 
money in addition, both of which had been declined ; 
he was therefore resolved not to lift a tool in the 
ship unless for payment. A passenger named An- 
derson, a joiner^ now agreed to make the boom. 
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though he could hardly keep his feet from sea sick- 
ness and the rolling of the vessel ; it was fitted in, 
and the block fastened. We are now in the gulf- 
stream ; although the weather is piercing cold, the 
water is warm. The little nautiluses, or Portu- 
guese men-of-war, are cruizing ai'ound us in numbers. 
I caught several of them. Captain not on deck this 
whole day. 

December 23(^. — 8 a. m. Blowing fresh, but in 
our favour ; all the sails taken down except the 
fore, main, and mizzen top-sails, close-reefed. Top- 
gallant masts, yards, and rigging taken down, stowed 
away and secured ; ship going eight knots by the 
log ; sea in dreadful commotion ; ship rolling heavi- 
ly ; pumps sucking, taken out and stuffed a^ain, 
then replaced — ^but they still sucked; firs^^^mate 
scarcely ever off the deck ; men very busy ; captain 
not on deck this day ; passengers very sick. 

December 24ith, — 8 a. m. Wind in our favour, 
and more moderate; shook out two reefe of the 
fore and main topsails ; set the foresail, taking off 
a reef; ship going eight knots ; weather thick; no 
sun for observation ; passengers recovering ; captain 
not seen on deck this day ; ship rolling much ; men 
very busy — have to pump ship three times during 
the watch. 

December 25th. — 8 a. m. Wind veered to north- 
cast, against us; going under close-reefed topsails 
close-hauled. A passenger named Barney Kane, 
whose M'ife had been confined to bed ever since we 
4sailed, was airing his blanket and the rest of bis 
bed-clothes, when suddenly a gust of wind sprung 
up and blew the blanket out of his hands overboard, 
^nd himself into the lee-scuppers. One of the other 
passengers, a mason, said laughingly to him, ^^ It 
is too bad in your brother Hurry-Kane (hurricane) 
to take aM^ay your blanket and knock you over too, 

Bb 
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Barney Eane.''^ Barney was a good deal blruised 
and dumfoundered, and got besides a tev^re lecture 
for his carelessness from his better half. He 48aid he 
wished he had left her in America, for she was « 
plague to him, cooking and cleaning for her and the 
childer. The other passengers lauded heartily at 
his mischance. At two p. m. the wind increased te 
a heavy gale ; all the sail but the foresail (close- 
reefed) was taken off the ship. The sea rose in ter- 
rific majestjs the ship rolling and pitching violcmtly, 
and thereby straining the hull, which catised its 
crazy seams to yawn, and to leak much, heavy seas 
occasionally breaking over us, and rushing like a 
cataract down the hatches. The mate caused pre- 
ventor-bra'ces to be put up oti the fore and main« 
yards. He came in to his cabin where I was writ- 
ing, and sard, " I told y.ou we should get it.'' We 
iiad no observatiotn this day, the isun not being visi- 
Me, The captain not having been seen on dedc for 
Mfveral days, various rumours were circulated as to 
^e cause. Passengers very sick ; beds and bedding 
soaked with water. Providence is always gracious ; 
though you lie down in a wet bed, you soon get 
into heat, and continue so even though the water 
pours upon yom. 

December 26tk. — Gale continuing with great vio- 
lence ; ifeea and sky seemin^y incorporated into one 
tekment ; chests and barrels breaking loose from 
their lashings; pots, pans, and crockery broken; 
two chests stove useless ; passengers screaming ; 
Barney Kane praying. The mason said to him, 
** Now, Barney Kane, just get up wid you, and 
Ml your brother Hurry-Kane to be aisy,*" Ship 
leaking much ; pumps constantly going, but sucldng. 
Some of our water.easks having begun to loosen 
*rom the pitching of the ship, I went and infonned 
.the mate. He had just laid himself down in his wet 
idothes, in a wet bed, hnt rose at once, got some 



Sare sails, and jammed them in between the casks 
ad tbey once got loose, he said, we could not have 
managed them ; they M'ould have rolled through the 
sfaip^s side. At 12 noon a heavy shower of rain fel?, 
and the wind lulled considerably. We never missed 
the captain, though he was still invisible, for the 
first mate was every where, and at aU times ; he 
kept up a constant watch. I this day missed ihe 
bacon-ham I had got charge o^ which lay in the 
round-house, and which, as I was in the mate's ca' 
bin writing sometimes three or four times a-day, 
had seen daily in its place. I felt vexed at this oc 
currenee, a^d offered a reward of a bottle of rum to 
the person wha should re^ore it to where it wa& 
and promised that no questions should' be sAei. 
told the captain, who was lying un^well in his cabio, 
that I considered him liable for the loss, as he had 
got it in dbarge from the gentleman to give to me. 
He answered that he was liable for nothing except 
what was on the shipV books, but that he would see 
about it. The first mate also ordered the oook, if 
any person should bring ham to fry or boil, to in- 
form him of the circumstance ; and seemed very angry 
that there should be thieves in the ship. At last the 
ham was brought back by some one ; and I paid the 
bottle of rum without asking any questions. The 
first mate now put it into his own cabin for safety. 
December 2^ih. — 8 a. m. Wind high; all the 
eails taken off the ship but the fore-top-sail and fore- 
course, (close reefed) and mizzen stay-sail ; the jib 
tried, but split into tatters ; sea and sky blended 
into one. Our horizon would not exceed twenty 
yards, Providence seeming to have drawn a curtain 
around, that much of our forlorn condition might be 
concealed from our view ; but we saw sufficient to 
make us fully aware of our own weakness and help- 
lessness. This is now the fourth day since our decks 

Bb3 
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have been dry. Ever and anon the sea rose up la 
a moment into pinnacles, and the commotion of the 
waves threw out a frothy substance, termed by sea- 
men " white sheep,'' and which in the dark emitted 
phosphoric particles of such brilliancy as^ to make 
death and destruction visible. Occasionally one of 
these pinnacles would rise under the ship's larboard 
side, lifting her up like a cork, and heeling her over 
till the starboard yard-arms touched the water ; then 
it would rise under the starboard side, and the lar- 
board yard-arms would be touching the water ; again 
it woidd rise under her bows, when the ship would 
seem to be sitting on her stern ; and yet again^ it 
would rise under her stern, and her prow wocdd 
seem to be buried in the waves. At times she would 
dash right through one of these pinnacles, when the 
water would rush on the decks, overflowing them to 
the height of several feet ; sometimes they brok^ 
over both gangways, sometimes over the prow, and 
sometimes over the stem, hurling destruction along 
with them. This day a dog was washed over- 
board. The wind howled mournfully through the 
shrouds, and the masts creaked as if they would 
go by the board, the ship trembling and shivering 
like a man in an ague-fit. The water at intervals 
came rushing down the hatches in such quantities as 
apparently would soon fill the vessel. I spent, a 
good part of this night on deck, careless of life, 
which it seemed would soon be at an end. After I 
had gone down below and stript off and wrung my 
wet clothes, I turned into my wet bed. I had not 
lain long when we shipt a sea that came in upon us 
like a torrent. " May the Lord receive our souls P 
cried Barney Kane ; *' it is now over." The wo- 
men screamed, and the men prayed ; the woman 
whom I had seen part with her husband left her three 
children in her own birth, and though the deck vas 
more than ancle-deeji of water, flew across and 
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jumped like a maniac into minje, crying out^ ^^ Let 
me die in your company !^ I bade her be. quite, it 
was no use to make a noise. I then told her to lie 
down, and I would bring her children to her. This 
I accordingly did, and having put on my clothes 
laid myself down on some wet sails. Pumps are 
now constantly going, but still sucking. This day 
the captain was seen on deck for the first time since 
we left Sandy-Hook. 

December 2Sth. — Storm continued ; ship rolling 
and pitching same as yesterdav. The tc^sail and 
mizzen stay-sail were taken on, and the fore-course 
ck)se-reefed ; another jib was bent on and tried, but 
blown to tatters before it was set ; no sun ; sea and 
sky seemingly blended into one at a few yards firom 
the ship. Our steerage was now floating ancle-deep ; 
so was the cabin. At four p. m. a dreadful hail- 
squall overtook us, which laid us over on our beam- 
ends. The ship lay as if taking a rest for some 
time, then righted, and quivered and shook as if she 
would break asunder. At six p. m. I was standing be- 
hind the windlass, beholding a sight which few have 
seen and lived to tell, and whidi words are inade* 
quate to describe. The night was very dark, not a ' 
star to be seen ; you was only aware of being on the 
sea from the motion of the ship. As the waves 
dashed against the prow, or the sides of the ship^ the 
white foam was occasionally beautifully tinged with 
phosphoric light ; while beyond, even to a very short 
distance, the divine hand had, as it were, hung a dark ^ 
screen that was nearly impenetrable, except when 
an occasional phosphoric flash darting through the 
gloom revealed an expanse of sea seemingly all on 
fire. While I was musing alone on the aw^ sub- - 
limity of the scene, a wave came over the ship^s bows 
and carried me aft along with it ; fortunately, I • 
caught hold of the main rig^ng, and held on with a ^ 
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death -like grasp till the decks were again free, when 
I went below. This wais another dismal night; 
but the passengers seemed more resigned. We were 
now on the Banks of New Foundland. Many 
prayers were piit up to the Almighty promising 
amendment if He in His mercy would spare us, all 
of which were soon afterwards broken. One of the 
main-top-sail earings having given way, the En- 
glish seaman was sent up to repair it ; and as the 
9hip was rolling dreadfully, he however holding on, 
but executing his work clumsily, and putting off a 
great deal of time, the first mate cried out, " Are 
you a seaman. Sir, or what are you ?^ The man 
stared at him. " You are no seaman,''' cried: the 
first mate, " you are an Irishman ; come down. 
Sir ! you will fall off the yard ;'' and he went up 
and did the work himself. I asked him what he 
meant by saying the man was an Irishman; he 
replied that an Irishman is a ready man who can 
put his hand to any thing, but that he had never 
seen a perfect seaman from that country. 

December 29tk, — A little past 4 a. m. Wind 
blowing fearfully ; the sea rising into pinnacles, or 
undulating hills, which reminded me of America. I 
never wearied in looking at the ma^jesty of the sea dur- 
ing such a commotion. I fancied that if the whole 
inhabitants of the globe, with all their pride, power, 
and knowledge, had been gathered within the bounds 
of our limited horizon, and if the Almighty were 
to forsake them for one moment, it would only be 
one faint and dismal shriek such as I was in 
the habit of hearing of late, when all their pride, 
pomp, and power would be laid low. Mr Upton 
had just lain down in his wet clothes upon his 
wet bed, as usual — for he was in the practice of 
being on deck and busily employed in all kinds 
of weather, and at every watch — and had just 
fallen asleep, when the captain desired the second 
mate to call him^, and was informed he had only 
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now gone to rest. " Call him, Sir !" he repeated 
angrily (this was during the captain and second 
mate''s watch). He was accordingly called up, and 
the captain said, " We have sprung a leak, Mr 
Upton, and are sinking. I have plumbed the well, 
and find we have three feet water ;"" and he trem- 
bled like his own frail ship. Mr Upton looked 
about him with all the coolness of a man prepared for 
every emergency, and said, " I don't think it ; she 
seems to buoy well up (tramping the deck with 
Lis foot.) At the time I turned in there were 
just twenty-one inches, and the weather has been 
steady since then, for I desired the second mate 
to keep a sharp look-out, and to rouse me if the 
gale increased, or any thing else occurred.'^ " Will 
you plumb the well, Mr Upton ?^ said the captain. 
^' Yes, sir,^ he replied, and went forward to the 
galley, with the plumb-line and iron-rod, rubbed the 
latter with ashes to dry it, then chalked it, and 
plumbed. " Twenty-two inches,'' he said to the 
trembling captain, who stammered out, " Are you 
quite sure ?"" " I think so," replied Mr Upton ; 
'* but I will try it again." He dried the sounding- 
rod as before, and having chalked it, plumbed once 
niore, saying it was now scarcely twenty-two inches. 
'« But," he continued, " I will dry the rod, and 
come you forward and plumb yourself." The captain 
said there was no occasion, but he thought she was 
settling down. The mate now went to the pump, took 
hold of the handle, and cried, " Cheer up, my hear^ 
ties ! we are gaining on her — just fourteen inches !" 
At ten A. M. the wind lulled considerably, and the 
sea subsided ; the sun shone with unusual splendour ; 
the pumps were taken out and overhauled ; the boxes 
again stuffed, and replaced— -still they sucked ; an- 
other jib was bent on and set. The passengers now 
came on deck to get the air ; part of it was dry for 
the first time these five days past. The first mate^^ 
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who was very* tmsj- putting every thing to rights, 
said to me, ^^ The captain got a fright this mom- 
ing ; but she is a good ship, tibough in had repair, 
and this storm has heen a trying one. Ifshe had gone 
down, our boats could not have lived in such a sea. \ 
The tempest, however, is not yet over ; this is but a 
blink before a storm, as your countrymen say."^ At 
eight r. h. tibe ship b^an to roll heavily, and con- 
tinued doing so during the night 

December 30th. — 8 a. m. Ship going four knots 
an hour and rolling much;, wind greatly abated; 
sea rough ; day clear and cold. Some of the stormy- 
petrels and other sea-fowl were seen hovering around 
and over us; The widow came on deck this day, 
the weather being £ur, and displayed her finery ; 
she had rings on every fing^, and on some of them 
three. We have another female passenger on board, 
who i& bar from prudent. 

Deoember Slst — 8 a. m. Little wind ; ship go- 
ing three knots an hour ; day cold and clear ; sun 
bright ; seamen very bu&y putting things to rights. 
At six p. M. the mate told me we should have a gale 
inunediately. The fore and main t(^sail8 were 
dose-reefed ; the fore-course, one rerf, tfie main and 
ndzzen top-sails, and stay-sails taken in. At 8 p. m. 
the fore-sail was taken in, and the wind began to 
Mow with great violence from the north-east. 

January Ist^ 1834. — 8 a. m. Gale increased to a 
hurricane, with hail and sleet. The mason said to 
Barney, ." It is too bad in your brother Hurry- 
Ksine tx> be teazing us at this rate ; go on deck wid 
you, and spake to him.^ Barney exclaimed, ^^ May 
the Lord receive our souls ! for the ship is going 
down.'' Every succeeding sea as it rose swept our 
decks, and rushed down the hatches even though 
shut— they were not waves, but I really cannot de- 
scribe what they resembled ; ship quivering ; masts 
creaking ; pumps going. To look at the convulsed 
fitate of the sea was truly dismal; ]but to be below. 
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in the dark waiting our fate was worse. This was 
a sad new-} ear'^s day to us. At 8 p. m. I remarked, 
" Our relations at home at this time will be making 
themselves merr}^; let us drink to their good healths." 
I had some brandy, which I produced, saying, " I 
intend to empty this with your permission ; and let 
all of us, man and woman, drink glass after glass 
till it is finished." Taking a bumper myself, I gave 
a toast : '' May none of us endeavour, by gilding 
our adventures, to induce any one to come to the 
land of freedom ! We are all now progressing 
homewards through the Slough of Despond ; whe- 
ther we reach our own country or not, is. a dubious 
question ; but let us still hope we shall." Three 
cheers were given to my toast. The other passen- 
gers contributed some more liquor. We endeavoured 
in this manner to forget the storm ; and with sing- 
ing and merriment drowned the howling of the 
blast, at least below ; laughing at those who were 
nearest the hatch when the M^ater came rushing 
down on them. 

January 2d, — Gale continued, but the wind 
veered a little in our favour. We had only our 
fore-course and fore-topsail set; they were close- 
reefed. We tried to set the jib ; but it was soon 
torn into tatters; the sea running high; Mothejv 
CareyVchickens or the stormy-petrels hovering 
around, seemingly rejoicing at our terrors ; our ill- 
omened ship seemed to be doomed to destruction. 
At 3 p. M. wind lulled a little, and we set our main 
topsail with one reef, shook out two reefs of the 
fore-topsail, and one out of the fore-course ; bent on 
and hoisted another jib; ship going six knots an 
hour. 

January 3d. — 8 a. m. Wind in our favour ; the 
main-sail and mizzen set ; no sun. We had several 
hail-showers with rain and sleet ; ship close-hauled, 
going five knots an hour ; wQatber cold. 
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January 4/A.--8 a. m. Ship on ber conrse, but 
doBe-hauled, making four knots aa hour ; day clear, 
Imt cold. 

January Bth.'-^ a. m. Ship still on her course,, 
but close-hauled, making four knots an hour ; day 
dear, but cold. At 6 p. m. the wind rose and blew 
terribly. This was another dismal night. 

January 6/A. — 4 a. m. Hearing the men busy 
on deck, I went up^ The fore^yard had been car- 
ried away and broken in the slings ; the yard-arms 
were hanging by the lifts ; the fore-course was torn ; 
the men, even the first mate, were all on the fore- 
top-sail yard furling the sail. It had been the cap- 
tain and second maters watch, and the latter had 
gone into the round-house, and fiJlen asleep ; a 
squall came on suddenly, and carried away the yards 
and almost wrecked the vessd. The captain was 
swearing at him fc»* his carelessness at a great rate ; 
and no wonder. He was, however, a good seanEian, 
though lazy. The ship now seemed perfectly un- 
manageable ; guys were made fast to the yard*arBss 
to guide them in on deck ; the jib was set, and the 
best steersman among the crew put to the wheel, 
who was obliged to allow her almost to choose her 
owja way. In bringing in the larboard and lee-yard- 
arm, the second mate got out on the fore-rigging 
and astride the yard-arm to fasten on another guy, 
as the ship was rolling much ; wh^i a heavy sea 
broached us on the starboard beam, and drove the 
galley and boats, hen-coops, spars, and barrels from 
midships on to the larboard gangway. The ship at 
this moment having given a heavy lurch to larboard, 
the second mate, along with the yard-arm, which 
was still hanging by the lift, was driven into the 
sea ; but the ship having heeled again he was pitch- 
ed in on the fore-castle, the yard-arm accompany- 
ing him. Here he held on till the first mate in a 
moment of time got a hitch on the yard, and gave 
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-a turn on the windlass, to prevent the yard from 
swinging outward again. The second mate was not 
hurt. The yard was quickly unrigged, and lashed 
on the hooms. A hlock of another spare yard was 
then hastily taken from the booms and rigged, and 
during the (q>eration every other while a heavy sea 
would break oV^ us. It was six hours before the 
yard was rigged and dung aloft, and the sail bent. 
The ship rolled much all this day, and laboured 
heavily, gunwales nearly under. We observed an 
immense log of mahogany float past within two yards ; 
had it come in contact with the ship, it would have 
4riven clean through her. This had been a terrible 
day. The galley and boats, though not yet replaced 
in midshipswere strongly lashed; ropeswereput across 
^he ship to hold on by ; at sun-down we had the fore^ 
course set. We spent another awful night, but Can 
now look death in the face ; hope is almost gone. 

January ^th» — Storm continued with great fiiry; 
heavy squalls of hail and sleet occasionally ; sea 
continually running over us. This day our coals 
'Were exhausted, owing to the culpable conduct of the 
captain in not having taken in a sufficient supply 
at the first. About 12 noon we i^ipped fircmi the 
.^starboard beam anothcfr sea, which nearly sent the 
galley, along with the cook, boats, barrels, spars, 
and hen-coops, overboard. The spars and hen-coops 
were taken aft and jammed in between the com* 
|>anion and bulwark im the starboard side. Some 
of our larboard bulwarks gave way, and several 
*oasks and spars were washed overboard. Had any 
intending emigrant seen our deplorable condition at 
this time, he would have thought twice before he 
-would have encountered such a risk, even for a 
paradise in prospect. It was Teally no joke with us ; 
the condition of the women especially was deplor- 
able; the one who had left her husband in New 
York t(dd me sAie bad Aot iaai in bed Sox iour 
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nights, and had remained all that time in her Met 
clothes. As day-light left us, and night came on, 
it brought a change, but no hope of relief ; the day 
had been dreadful, the night was terrible, 

January 8th. — Gale continued; stormy petrels 
hovering around our ship, which the Almighty 
seemed to have devoted to desti*uction. These 
birds used to rise on the wing, and at times settle 
on the undulating pinnacles surrounded with white 
foam when they surged into a peak ; and at others 
into the valley between these pinnacles. They were 
strong — we were weak ; they seemed to rejoice in 
the storm — we were dismayed. Occasionally squalls 
of sleet and hail would pass over us, laying us nearly 
on our beam-ends ; the seams of our sides and up- 
per-decks yawning as if they were about to separate. 
At 2 p. M. a sea broke over us and carried away 
some more barrels, and other parts of our bulwarks ; 
sea and sky seemed to meet at a short distance from 
the ship ; weather cold, with hail, sleet, and snow. 
At 6 p. M. wind lulled considerably ; seamen very 
busy putting things to rights. The first mate told 
me the storm was not yet over, but he had hopes 
that we would weather it. 

January 9th. — 8 a. m. Wind moderate and in 
our favour; ship going five knots an hour; day 
dull and cold, sea very convulsed; ship rolling 
heavily. At 2 p. m. wind rose, and soon increased 
to a hurricane. The slings of our main-yard having 
given way, down it fell hanging by the lifts ; our 
jib was blown to tatters ; a heavy sea took our lar- 
board beam and drove our boats nearly off the cooms 
on to the starboard gangway, carrying more of 
our bulwark and some spars over-board. The ship 
trembled like a person in the ague ; at every lurch 
she took, our horizon was circumscribed to a smaller 
space. Night came on, and we could see little, 
tliough we dreaded the worst. As the ship dashed 
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through the sea, we saw the spray rising over her 
prow sparklirig with phosphoric light ;. the white- . 
i^eep ali^o rising thick around us,. a.hd throwing out 
their sparkles. Again we spent a night of horror ; 
at every creak -ef^ the shattered vessel, some fell a- 
screaming, others a-praying ; the waves incessantly 
breaking over us; puinps working, but sucking, 
which made the labour more severe. 

January lot h.^— Gale continued, our danger be- 
coming more apparent as the day broke ^ but we were 
perfectly helpless. The sea in its convulsed state 
seemed like a number of cups tumbled bottom up- 
wards, as described in the preceding voyage, each 
tiirowing up white foam, and never keeping its posi- 
tion a moment. All this day we wer^ scudding under 
close-reefed fore-sail. The captain and the first 
mate stood by turns beside the steersmen, looking 
over the stern, and holding on by the rope which had 
been stretched across the ship, directing them to put 
the helm to starboard or to larboard, in order to keep 
in line with the sea, whicli, however, went fester 
than us ; it pi'essed on us in terrible majesty, over^ 
flowing our deck from stern to stem. While the 
captain was taking his turn, a sea suddenly took the 
rudder, and made the wheel spin round. One of the 
steersmen had his arm broken,' the sea rushing over 
ttie stem having carried him forward ; he got hold 
of a rope, and held on till assistance was brought. 
This last shock almost isettled us ; the ship quivered 
and shook as if in the act of felling to pieces ; and a 
piercing shriek was sent up from below. At 4 r. m. 
wind lulled considerably ; seamen and first mate 
busy putting things to rights again. Sitting in this 
gentleman^s cabin and propping myself up the best 
way I could, with paper before me, which was soon 
rendered unfit for any use by the water which 
eozed from the ceiling felling upon it, he happened 
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to come in upon- me, when I began to iqM>logt2ge, 
saying that I was afraid I was in his way. <^ No,^ 
he replied, ^* this is my cabin ; use it at idl times 
when you have a mind to. I must oireribanl ev^ry 
thing — ^this is only a breathing time, for the storm 
is not oyer ; we shall have it in a few hours again. 
Grod only knows how it may terminate. But die. 
is a good ship, and built of British oak, which is in 
our favour, for Ae has been put to a severe trial.*^ 
He had on his storm-hat made of canvass, the hind- 
part of the rim so large that it covered his shoul- 
ders ; it was tied round his neck with a lanyard. 
His face was flushed with anxiety and the exertiims 
he had been midtiing ; wherever danger was, there 
was he, on the weather or the lee-yard-arm — ^indeed 
every where, ejounining all with the eye of an .intel- 
ligent seaman who had taken upon himself to do 
bis best for die general safety. He was of mild 
demeanour, yet gave his orders with firmness, 
promptitude, and decision, and no one ever disputed 
thctei. In my opinion he was among the bravest 
of the brave ; though I cannot say as much for the 
cstptam, who seemed to me both a tyrant and a 
coward, yet, I think) an able seaman. 

January 11th. — 3 o^clock a. m. Gale commen- 
ced again with tremendous fury; hail and sleet; 
our devoted ship quivering at every sea that struck 
her frail and yawning sides. Daylight appeared to 
show us our helplessness. We had a monkey on 
board, and a dirty mischievous creature it was ; it 
died this day from fear and cold,, having been side 
for some time before. Long had we wearied to de- 
scry a friendly sail, as we had not seen a ship of any 
kind since we parted company at Sandy-Hook. This 
day we saw a brig, but the sight was not an en^ 
couraging one. She seemed to be in as distressed a 
joondition as ourscslves ; indeed, whatever might oc-f 
cur, we could not render any assistance to each 
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Dtbdr. Her bulwarks were partly carried away; 
she was lying-to. We could occasionally see half her 
keel, as the sea hove her high up in the air ; then 
die would sink into a valley, and we would lose 
sight of her altogether, and think she had sunk. 
Sometimes she would be nearly close to us, i^d 
sometimes as far asunder as the very verge oi ouc 
horizon, which, however, was but a limited one, as 
the sea and sky were mingled together at a short 
distance. Thus the pleasure we had anticipated 
from having a companion in our distress became 
a source of additional anxiety and alarm; and 
we felt truly glad when she vanished from our 
sight The stormy petrels were hovering over and 
around us, occasionally resting securely on the 
troubled sea, and composedly looking at our pek 
rilbus situation. We were now scudding und^ 
fore^sail, fore and main-top-sail, close-reefed; yet 
the sea went faster than us, occasionally rising over 
our taf&ail, and sweeping the deck forward. The 
captain and first mate by turns again took their 
station beside the steersmen, directing and guiding 
them ; yet nothing could arrest the fury of th^ 
waves, which continued to overtake us, and, par- 
sing over from stem to stem, covered the deck 
sometimes to the height of several feet. The sea 
was still covered with undulating pinnacles of white 
foam, which shifted their position continually, and 
appeared, when we got into any of tibe intervening 
troughs, as the seamen call them, to be higher at 
tinies than our top-mast head. The ship pitched 
and rocked as if she would roll her masts overboard. 
Night came on, which caused the dark veil to narrow 
around us ; and fatigued and exhausted as I was, 
though I never tired looking at the commotion of 
the terrible element, I went below, stript o£Pmy wet 
dothes, and turned into my wet bed, which soon be- 
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came wjEiriv? and fell asleep. I had not Idi^g eiijbjR- 
•ed repose when a wave took us on the starfooafd 
side, and the person who occupied the sa'noie birth 
and outside of me, i^as pitched . into midshipts^ and 
.severely hruized* I caught; hold of the laskings.of 
my trunk, which I had secured inside thi^ birth» 
and held on. At 8 p. m. the water gainfed .on. us 
fast, and the ship laboured so heavily that the. 6rst 
mate proposed to lay her to. He now came to the 
storm or scuttle-hatch of the steerage, drew it hack, 
and putting his head down, isaid, ^' Gentlemen, my 
men are nearly, exhausted ; I require all your as- 
sistance on deck immediately. If you do not come 
in five minutes, we shall be in. eternity.^' This was 
said in a determined voice, and while he was yet 
speaking a sea came over the ship, and rushed 
down the hatch like a cataract. He stood the 
shock with p.erfrct composure, and resumed,. '* I 
am not jesting ; bear a hand all of you who 
have any anxiety to save yourselves.'*' He then 
closed the hateh to prevent the water from rush- 
ipg • down. Barney* Kane uttered with a Joud 
voice his usual interjection, " May the I^ord re- 
ceive our souls f'' " Up wid you, Barney Kane 1^ 
said the mason, as he was hastily putting on his 
own clothes, " and spake to your brother, Hurry>- 
Kar.e; it is too bad in him to be bothering us at 
this rate." But Barney lay still at his wife's hack, 
and would not budge ; he was ready to die below, 
but not on deck. The women were screaming at a 
dreadful rate ; and she who had all along chosen 
me for her champion, left her children and sprung 
into my birth. Almost every one of us were on 
deck in a twinkling, ready to give what assistance we 
could. The ship answered the helm nobly ; the fore- 
course was furled, the fore-top-sail put a-back, and 
the main top-sail filled ; we had preventor-braces put 
on. The helm was then lashed hard up, the ship 
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laid to the wind, and allowed to drift. During 
this bustle, one of the seamen had faXLea overboard, 
but haying caught hold of a rope's end, held on ; 
and we heard his voice calling for help, although 
the tempest blew with great violence. The first 
mate made fast a rope round the body of the second 
mate, who was lowered over the side, and who then 
made fest another rope to the body of the man, 
when they were both pulled up safely on board* 
The seamen and first mate now went to woiic in 
putting things to rights, and the j^imps were kq)t 
g<Hng ; it was soon discovered by the mate that she 
had not sprung a leak, at least to any extent, but 
the sucking of the pumps made them ill to work. 
One of the passengers and I sat down on the steer- 
age hatch, holding on as a sea came occasionally 
over us. DeaA appeared now certain; and as 
we looked out on the dark sea made visible by 
the surge throwing up white sheep and phospho- 
ric sparkles, we b^gan to moralize on the vanity 
of human cares and human pride, and saw clear- 
ly our own insignificance. The seamen had all 
left the deck to get so^ie rest and refreshment^ 
except the first mate and the hands at the pumps. 
Though the sleet fell heavily, we did not mind it ; 
but a heavy squall of hail come on, rattling upon 
our faces and hands, and almost cutting them. This 
reminded us that we were still in the land of the 
living ; and we went below, stript, and tumbled into 
our wet beds. Providence is kind in all h&r dis^ 
pensations. Even at the worst you have benefit^ ; 
be your clothes or your bed ever so wet with salt 
water, you never catch cold, and soon get mto a 
glow. I was squeezing myself down in my birth, 
holding on by the lashings of my trunk, as the ship 
was rolling heavily, when another sea struck her; 
and my bed-fellow was again pitdied out into 
imdsh^. The mascm and aiK>ther, who lay in the 
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birth next me, were also pitched out among' the 
chests and barrels in midships; the mason was much 
hurt, and was for some time insensible. He was an 
active man, and always put his hand to every thing 
that was doing, rendering great assis,tanee. He 
was a native of Greenock, but I forget his name. 

January 12th, — At about 6 o'clock, a. m., I waa 
lying still, holding on by the lashings of my trunk, 
as the ship was pitching and rolling heavily, when 
a sea again broke over us, producing a terrible shock, 
die ship trembling like an aspen-leaf, and then all 
At once becoming perfectly still and motionless ; she 
was under water, which now came rushing down 
die hatches at a fearful rate. The mason having 
4isked me if I was asleep, I answered no. /' She is 
•sinking,'' said he, " and is now under water." I re- 
plied, " I think she is ; and it is all over with us."' 
The sensation M'as like that of a swimmer un^le 
:to buoy himself on the surface of the water, and 
iswimming under it. A dismal shriek from both men 
And women was raised. In a second or two the 
ship began again to give motion; and it was a plea- 
sant feeling to us when she commenced rolling and ^ 
trembling as before. At 9 a. m. wind lulled con- j 
siderably, and, being in our favour, the ship was 
laid to her course ; first mate and seamen busy put- 
ting things to rights. One of the seamen told me 
this was the sixty-seventh time he had crossed the 
Atlantic ; and that he had never before encountered 
such weather. Our ship was a frail one, and not sup- 
posed to be sea-worthy; nevertheless the event proved 
that the race is not always to the swift, nor the battle 
to the strong. At two p. m. saw Cape Clear. The 
Aberdeen doctor now paid his court to me, inviting 
me to take brandy with him, and complimenting 
me on the attentions I had shewn him when he was 
unwell, for he had been sick ever since we left 
Sandy Hook. He now requested of me us ^ particur 
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]ar*&TOur fhat I would claim some' of his paokagies 
when WB came to land, as he had a great number, 
promising at the same time to reward me hand- 
somely. This I peremptorily refused to do, re- 
minding him that the understanding we had come 
to was that I was to have nothing to do with them 
after they were put on board ; I had a trunk and a 
cask of apples only, and was resolved to run no risk. 
He now said, '* Was that your cask of apples in the 
round-house ?'' I replied that it was. . Well then,*" 
said he, " it is empty."" Having gone to examine, 
I found it waff the fact. I complained to the captain, 
as he was the person who had taken them in charge ; 
but he denied his liability for any thing but what 
appeared on the ship's books, and we had high wordi 
about it. I now asked for the packages and letters 
that the other gentleman had given him for me ; 
but he refused to give up the letters, stating that it 
was illegal for me to carry them, and that I should 
run the risk of incurring a fine. I said I would take 
my chance of that ; but he would not yield the 
point — he would put them into the post-office, (by 
which means he would gain so much for each letter.) 
We had a good deal of altercation on this point, which, 
however, ended in nothing. At sun-down, we came 
up with a brig ; she had her boats and bulwarks car- 
ried away, and seemed, like ourselves, in a very 
crippled state. 

January l^h, — Eight o'clock a. m. Wind in 
our favour ; a stiff breeze, in the South Channel ; 
first mate and seamen very busy putting things to 
rights. As we shot along the south coast of Ireland^ 
I stood on deck with my telescope in hand, peering 
occasionally through it, and admiring the moun- 
tains of my native land, for, as Jonathan would say,. 
I calculate I am a native of the three kingdoms, 
because we are twins, although feuds have sprung 
yp among us, and bitter ones. I have observed^ 
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tiiat fiunily feuds are the bitterest ; yeib I reoaved 
more kindness from the Irish in America than from 
raj own relations. I have crossed the Alleghanj 
mountains, the Kattskill mountains, the green DOH>im«- 
tains of Vermont, and the Queensberry inoun^ 
tains ; but none of them are so lofty, none of them so 
beautiful, as those of my native land. We this day 
passed another brig, which had a great part of her 
bulwarks carried away. The Aberdeen doctor 
again pressed me to claim some of his packages; 
but I positively refased to do so. He made tea for 
kimself and me ; it tasted remarkably strong, and 
during the night I felt very unwell. 

January 14/ A. — 8 a. m. Blowing fresh, but in 
our favour ; first mate and seamen very busy. 
Coasted along the north side of the Isle of Man. 
We could not put on much sail, as the straining <tf 
the masts made the seams open, and the diip was 
very leaky, the pumps bad, and not a carpenter on 
board. I ^fdt myself very unwell thk day; yet I 
eould not remain below. Having gone to see about 
the bacon-ham I had got charge of, I discovered it 
was amissing; and went to inform the first mate, ^ 
who had been the person that put it up. He got f 
very angry at hearing it had been taken away, say- 
ing there must be thieves in t^e ship; and offered 
four dollars^ reward for its recovery. I agam com- 
plained to the captain, who repeated that he was liable 
for nothing but what was on the ship^s bo<^. I said 
he ought to have told me this at the first, and I would 
have taken care of the article myself; but as the 
gentleman who had sent it was an acquaintance of 
his, and had put it in his own hands to give' me, I 
considered him bound equally with myself to see it 
prc^rly taken care of. Wind began to blow fresher, 
and in our favour, accompanied wilii a thick haze 
imd sleet. A bark passed by us outward bound ; the 
captain^ having hailed it, enquired as to our bearings, 
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and was informed that we were steering for LiveiS 
pool. The ship was now laid to her course. About 
two p. M. Ailsa Craig hove in sight ; a general cleans 
ing took place below, of which there was great needT^; 
our persons also came in for a. share. The luggage 
was then hoisted on deck, the captain enquiring 
of each individual how much he had. When he put 
the question to. me, I happened to be standing beside 
the doctor, and answered thus : " I have only a single 
trunk ; I thought I had a cask of apples — they 
were given to your charge by Mr Calder of Ne\l^ 
York, and some one has stolen them. But as your 
steward has put mashed Indian corn into the cask 
for your fowls, since the kernel is taken away you 
may keep the sh^ll. I also had a ham yesterday ; 
it too is stolen — I am in good company.'^ H^ere 
most of the passengers proposed to open their chests 
to satisfy me that the accusation did not lie against 
. them ; but this I declined, stating that my only rea- 
son for making a work about the matter wa» that I 
did not like to fail in performing what I had pro- 
mised. The captain marked agaii\st every man's 
name the number of packages he had, to be given 
in to the custom-house. A steamer now passed ns, 
and the captain sent word by her to the consignees 
about our condition. After obtaining a glimpse qf 
the coast of my native land, being still, very unwell, 
I went below and turned into my wet bed." The 
Aberdeen doctor again made tea, and brought it to 
my bedside, seating himself beside me, and speaking . 
in a soothing tone. I did not wish to offend him 
by refusing to take what he offered ; but having set 
it down, said I would use it in a short while, at tte 
sametime thanking him for his kindness. Just then, 
a ship having passed us, he went on deck to see her ; 
und a passenger who had got his discharge with a 
pension, and was returning to Paisley, having con«» 
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Id^ I gave the tea, bread, and butter to him*— he had 
been unwell for some time previous. 

January 15^A. — 8 a. m. Blowing fresh, and 
against us; we had. land on each side of us, having 
hxAj entered the Clyde. I now felt better, but the 
Paisley weaver was worse. At about nine o^clock, 
tiie Commerce steam-boat came alongside, and we 
were lashed to her ; we now got some coals on board, 
and cooking commenced. The doctor brought me 
some potatoes, which I pared, and put on the fire, 
in order to make soup. The doctor attended the 
cooking, while I went and dressed myself in a 
hurry, being eager to get a look of my native shores. 
He had to call me several times before I came aft 
to dinner, as I was so engrossed with viewing through 
my glass the various familiar objects ; a Mr Ander- 
son, joiner, now in Glasgow, and a cabin passenger, 
participated in our meal. Being anxious to return 
on deck to view the coast as we were borne along, 
I did not eat much. Greenock now hove in sight, 
and we were laid along one of the quays, being al- 
lowed to go ashore at once with part oi oar luggage. 
The doctor asked me to wait till he had dressed, 
when he would go along with me ; and kept trif« 
ling and staring at a ship that was about to be 
launched, till I got quite angry, and proposed to go 
without him. Mr Joseph Taylor, printer, requested 
me to accompany him, declaring that the doctor had 
no intention of going ashore, and that he had some- 
thing serious to tell me about him. He likewise 
mentioned that he himself was going to Glasgow, 
and as I could not get my trunk on shore that 
night, I had better join him, and he would tell me 
every thing as we proceeded. I consented to this 
arrangement. 

We saw the doctor again as we were proceeding 
to the steam-boat for Glasgow ; and my companion, 
having a shrewd guess that he was the thief of my 
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jKMrkJiam, told me to desire him to have it ready for 
me when I returned, or be prepared for the conse- 
quences. I ajccardinglj did so, giving him an Ame* 
rican stare ; and we passed on. 

When on the passage, Mr Taylor told me that 
the doctor had mixed mercury with the soup of 
which Mr Anderson and I had partaken, and that 
so soon as I landed in Glasgow I ought to go to 
bed ; adding that if I had no acquaintances there I 
was welcome to come with him. He also told me 
that Mr Anderson had got several doses, one put 
into the water he was drinking, but that he had 
never got an opportunity of informing that gentle- 
man of the fact. Indeed he himself had not slept 
for three nights, expecting that his victuals also 
would be drugged, as he conceived that the doctor, 
however religious and wheedling he might pretend 
to be, was quite capable of playing such tricks upon 
any person who might offend him. I thanked Mr 
Taylor for his kind offer of accommodation, but 
assured him I had relations in Glasgow, with whom 
I meant to take up my abode ; I agreed however to 
meet him next morning at a certain house in the 
Trongate, when we would return together to Gree- 
nock, and consult farther about the matter. 

January 16th. — This morning I felt very unwell ; 
but, having got the address of Mr Anderson^s daugh- 
ter, I thought it my duty to call upon her. Hav- 
ing informed her of her father's illness, without, 
however, stating what I suspected to be the cause,^ 
she wept bitterly ; and shortly afterwards her hi^ 
band set off to see him. 

After waiting for Mr Taylor considerably beyond 
the hour appointed, I resolved to retuim to Greenock 
myself in order that I might see to my luggage. 
When I reached the ship, I learned that the doctor's 
effects had been seized, and a warrant issued against 
him as a smuggler, he having absconded. I saw 
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Mr Anderson, and told him how we h^td been dro^^' 
ged; he seemed very unwell. "His son-in-law ar* 
rived soon after, and ha<^ him immediately conveyed 
to Glasgow. 

Having got my trunk ashore,. I told the captain 
that I had ascertained the doctor to be the person 
who had stolen my pork-ha)n. He said that aJl that 
gentleman'*s tfFects were in the custom-house, and 
that if the article was among them, he would send 
it to mev Accordingly the pork-ham was found, just 
as had been suspected, aniong the doctor"'s luggage, 
and delivered next day by the first mate to my son 
John,' who by this time had come to meet me. The 
other articles entrusted to my charge I never got. 
I afterwards learned that Mr Anderson lay in bed 
for six weeks. So much for the Aberdeen doctor. 

When I reached my own house in Edinburgh, I 
was so emaciated with anxiety, fatigue, and the effects 
of the doctor''s potion, that my family hardly recog- 
nized me. I was deprived of the power of speech for 
nine days ; and was attended by that much respec- 
ted practitioner, Dr Davidson, who knew the Aber- 
deen doctor of old. Nevertheless I was once more at 
home, and felt grateful to providence for having de- 
livered me from the snare which cold-blooded selfish- 
ness had spread for me, and which had proved, and 
alas ! may yet prove, but too ^iccessful in ruining 
thousands of my countrymen. It is related of the 
great Dr Johnson that he could see nothing to ad- 
mire in Scotland but the road which led to England. 
Even so I can say in all sincerity, that, throughout 
my wanderings in America, I saw nothing to ad- 
mire but the blue rolling ocean which was to waft 
me to my native shores. 

THE END. 
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